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Figure 1:  General location (scale 1:25,000) 

Site 
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Summary 

In May 2013 a programme of historic building recording was undertaken of 17 Sheep Lane, 

Potsgrove, prior to demolition of the building and its replacement with a modern house. 

This small cottage was probably constructed during the 18
th

 century, within the hamlet of 

Sheeplane, which grew to be the largest settlement in Potsgrove parish by the early 19
th

 

century.  In 1834 the property is first recorded as the ‘Red Cow’ beerhouse, which it 

remained until 1918.  Having passed into the ownership of the Duke of Bedford’s estate in the 

second half of the 19
th

 century, after it ceased to be a beerhouse the property was used as tied 

accommodation for agricultural workers on the Duke’s estates.  It was sold off by the estate 

in 2012. 

The historic core of the building comprises a stone and brick-built structure of two storeys, 

aligned north-south, with a large brick chimney stack at its north end, and a single-bay, two-

storey brick-built extension to the north-east, both beneath thatched roofs supported by 

framing constructed with mostly rough-hewn, untrimmed timbers.  To the west, a single-

storey brick extension with a lean-to slate roof houses the stairs to the upper floor.  

Cartographic evidence indicates that these elements were all in place by 1882.  To the north 

is a single-storey brick-built extension with a gabled slate roof, which served most recently as 

a kitchen/scullery.  Cartographic evidence suggests that this was constructed in the early 20
th

 

century, replacing an earlier structure with a slightly larger footprint.  The thatched stone 

porch is a late 20
th

-century addition. 

Internally, the house has evidently undergone significant changes in recent years.  Ground 

floors are modern concrete, and much of the upper floor and its supporting joists are of late 

20
th

-century date.  The stairwell structure, originally of single-skin brick construction, has 

had an inner skin of concrete blocks inserted into it.  On the first floor, partition walls are 

studding frames clad with plasterboard.  The thatched roof is no more than 20 years old, and 

has replaced an older roof with a higher ridge line, so the untrimmed framing is most likely of 

similar date.  Internal doors, where surviving, are mostly original plank-and batten type.  The 

distinctive timber-framed casement windows all have modern fittings, and appear to be 20
th

-

century replacements. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 In May 2013 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out historic 

building recording of 17 Sheep Lane, Potsgrove, Bedfordshire.  The project was 

commissioned by the owners, Mr & Mrs Snape, and was carried out according to the 

requirements of the Conservation Officer (CO) for the local planning authority (LPA), 

Central Bedfordshire Council, and ASC’s generic method statement (Appendix 1).  

The relevant planning application reference is CB/13/00765. 

 

1.2 Planning Background 

This building recording project has been required under the terms of the National 

Planning Policy Frameworks (NPPF), as a condition of planning permission for 

development involving buildings on the site. 

 

1.3 Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd 

ASC is an independent archaeological practice providing a full range of archaeological 

services including consultancy, field evaluation, mitigation and post-excavation 

studies, historic building recording and analysis.  ASC is recognised as a Registered 

Organisation by the Institute for Archaeologists and is also accredited ISO 9001, in 

recognition of its high standards and working practices. 

 

1.4 Management 

The project was managed by Bob Zeepvat BA MIFA. 

 

1.5 The Site 

1.5.1 Location & Description 

17 Sheep Lane (hereinafter ‘the site’) is located in Central Bedfordshire, in the 

civil parish of Potsgrove, at National Grid reference SP 9332 3072 (Fig. 1).  

The site lies about 2km WNW of Potsgrove village, on the west side of the 

Woburn – Leighton Buzzard road (known at this point as ‘Sheep Lane’), about 

500m north of its junction with the A5(T).  It occupies a narrow strip of land, 

c.90 × 18m alongside the road, with the present house and garage at its 

northern end (Fig. 2). 

 

1.5.2 Proposed Development 

This will comprise demolition of the existing buildings on the site, and 

construction of a new house and detached garage. 
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Figure 2:  Site location (scale 1:1250) 
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2 Aims & Methods 

2.1 Aims 

As described in the method statement, the aims of the building recording were: 

 To compile a detailed record of the structure concerned, prior to demolition 

 To ascertain the structural history and development of the building, within its 

local context 

 

2.2 Standards 

The work conforms to the method statement, to the relevant sections of the Institute 

for Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct (IFA 2010) and Standard & Guidance Notes 

(IFA 2008), to current English Heritage guidelines (EH 2006) and to the relevant 

sections of ASC’s own Operations Manual. 

 

2.3 Methods 

The work was carried out according to the method statement, which required: 

 A programme of historic building recording to English Heritage Level 3 (EH 

2006). 

At the request of the CO, particular attention was paid to recording the large brick 

chimney stack at the north end of the building, and the roof structure in Room F3.  At 

the CO’s suggestion, selected areas of rendering and plaster were removed to reveal 

the fabric of the walls. 

 

2.4 Constraints 

No constraints were encountered during the recording process. 
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3 Historical Background 

3.1 The following section provides a summary of the readily available historical 

background to the site and its environs.  This section has been compiled with 

information from readily available sources. 

BLARS = Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records Service 

 

3.2 Medieval  (1066-1500) 

Settlement in Potsgrove probably had its origins in the Saxon period, as it is recorded 

in the Domesday survey of 1086, which records Potsgrove as being made up of 7½ 

hides being held by Gozelin the Breton (Page 1912).  However, physical evidence of 

Saxon activity is lacking.  The present village was and still remains the focus of 

settlement in the parish. 

Nothing is known of the site during this period: it is likely that it fell within the open 

fields of the parish, and was undeveloped. 

 

3.3 Post-Medieval  (1500-1900) 

It is likely that the settlement at Sheeplane grew up in the 17
th

 and 18
th

 centuries, 

attracted by the proximity of Watling Street and the increasing traffic it carried.  A 

similar phenomenon is recorded several kilometres to the north-west at Loughton, 

where a secondary settlement some distance from the medieval village became 

established at this time where the Bradwell-Shenley road crosses Watling Street (Croft 

& Mynard 1993).  By 1825, Bryant's map of Bedfordshire (Fig. 3) shows the hamlet of 

Sheeplane stretched along both sides of the Woburn Road from the Watling Street 

junction to the turning to Potsgrove village.  At this time the majority of the inhabitants 

of Potsgrove parish lived in the hamlet at Sheeplane, rather than in the village of 

Potsgrove (ARS 2012). 

The earliest historical record of the site dates from 1834, when the building on the site 

was the Red Cow beerhouse.  There had been a fracas and theft there, and the offenders 

were brought before the Bedford Quarter Sessions (BLARS QSR1834/325 & 327).  

The recorded account of this incident is reproduced in Appendix 2.  The site is shown 

on the Potsgrove Tithe Map of 1845 (Fig. 4) but, as with Bryant's map, there is 

insufficient detail shown of the building to be of use in determining its development. 

In July 1845 counsel gave opinion on a number of houses, including the Red Cow, then 

owned by Leighton Buzzard Brewery, which was in the process of being sold to 

Joseph Procter (BLARS Z1118/1/2 1 /10).  Further opinion on title was provided by 

counsel in September of that year (BLARS Z1118/1/21/17).  In the 1845 Land Tax 

assessment William Tame is still named as landlord (BLARS Z1118/1/21/27).  The 

house was valued at £160 (BLARS Z1118/1/21/16), and details of repairs are recorded 

(BLARS Z1118/1/21/18).  In 1854 the Duke of Bedford purchased Lovells, one of the 

manors comprising Potsgrove (Page 1912): whether this included the site is uncertain.  

By 1884 the rest of Potsgrove belonged to the Duke's estates (ibid).  By this time the 

population of Sheeplane had declined considerably: Kelly's Directory for Bedfordshire 

gives population figures for the hamlet of 298 (1861) and 157 (1891) (ARS 2012). 
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The earliest extant map to show the building in any detail is the Ordnance Survey First 

Edition 25" sheet of 1882 (Fig. 5).  This shows the same L-shaped core structure and 

western extension housing the stairwell, with a much larger extension to the north 

than the present structure.  There is no trace of the entrance porch, and a rectangular 

area to the south of the core structure may be an enclosed yard rather than a covered 

structure. 

Licensees of the Red Cow, recorded in 19
th

-century directories and deeds (RCB), 

include the following: 

1834-1845: William Tame 1850-1853: Thomas Phillips (also carpenter) 

1861-1885: Daniel Hobbs 

1885-1886: Thomas Fields 

1886:  Charles Bolton 

1886-1893: Frederick Going 

1893-1917: Henry Rolls 

1917-1918: Eliza Rolls 

 

3.4 Modern  (1900-present) 

The site and the Red Cow appear, unnamed, on the Ordnance Survey Second Edition 

25" sheet of 1901 (Fig. 6).  The plan of the building is shown as largely unchanged 

from the earlier OS sheet, though a southern extension is shown, with a different 

footprint to the possible yard of the earlier map.  The area in front of the present 

entrance is enclosed, probably as a forecourt or garden. 

Unfortunately, large-scale OS mapping appears to be unavailable for the site between 

1901 and 1977.  The OS 1:2500 scale sheet for 1977 (not reproduced) shows the 

building more or less the same as it is today, but with an additional structure, possibly 

a lean-to, to the north of the present northern extension. 

The Red Cow closed as a beerhouse in 1918, after which it was used as tied 

accommodation for agricultural workers on the Duke of Bedford's estate.  The 

property was valued for rates under the 1925 Valuation Act, when its former use was 

noted (RCB).  The valuer considered the premises to be "v. poor" and a "poor sort of 

place".  The building was cement faced and thatched, and consisted of a living room 

and scullery downstairs and three bedrooms upstairs, with a stable for two beasts 

outside which, it was noted, was neglected.  After the second world war the cottage 

was allocated to a former German prisoner of war, who had been put to work on the 

Duke's estate during the war and had chosen not to be repatriated after hostilities 

ceased.  When he reached retirement he was allowed to remain in the cottage until he 

died, after which the property was put on the market and purchased by the present 

owners in 2012 (pers comm. R Snape). 
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Figure 3: Extract from Bryant’s map of Bedfordshire, 1825 (BLARS) 

 

 

Figure 4: Extract from the Potsgrove Tithe Map, 1845 (BLARS) 
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Figure 5:  Extract from Ordnance Survey First Edition 25" sheet, 1882 (scale c.1:1250) 

 

 

Figure 6:  Extract from Ordnance Survey Second Edition 25" sheet, 1901 (scale c.1:1250) 
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4 Description 

4.1 General 

The historic core of the 17 Sheep Lane comprises a stone and brick-built structure of 

two storeys, aligned north-south, with a large brick chimney stack at its north end, and 

a single-bay, two-storey brick-built extension to the north-east, both beneath thatched 

roofs supported by framing constructed with mostly rough-hewn, untrimmed timbers.  

To the west, a single-storey brick extension with a lean-to slate roof houses the stairs 

to the upper floor.  To the north is a single-storey brick-built extension with a gabled 

slate roof, which served most recently as a kitchen/scullery.  The main entrance, on the 

east side, has a stone-built thatched porch.  Between the core building and the west 

extension, in the south-west corner, is a 20
th

-century timber-framed store, clad in 

corrugated iron. 

The walls of the building (except the porch) are all cement rendered externally and 

rendered and / or plastered internally, so sections of external render and internal plaster 

were removed to determine the materials used in their construction.  The south gable 

wall of the north-south element, and parts of the east and west walls south of the front 

door and the west extension respectively, are constructed of stone rubble, set in lime 

mortar.  The stone used is a mixture of sandstone and ironstone, both locally available 

from the Greensand ridge.  The north-east extension is constructed of orange-red 

bricks, 220 × 110 × 65mm, laid in Flemish bond with narrow, regular mortar courses.  

The west extension has a single-skin brick outer wall, built with larger dark red 19
th

-

century bricks butted to the adjacent stone wall, and an inner skin of modern concrete 

blocks.  Traces of paint/limewash survive on its original inner face.  The north extension 

is also brick-built, with bricks measuring 230 × 105 × 65mm, laid in Flemish bond in 

cement mortar. 

Three brick-built chimney stacks rise above the roof of the core structure: one at the 

south end (Plate 2) and two at the north (Plates 8-10).  The upper part of the southern 

stack is stepped out, projecting from the gable wall, and carries a single stubby pot.  

From the relationship between stack and wall in the roof space, this stack appears to 

have been inserted into the existing gable wall (see Room F2, below).  At the northern 

gable, the main stack also projects from the gable wall, and has had a second flue 

added to its north side.  The two pots are of different styles and sizes.  The second 

stack at the north end rises from the eaves of the north-east part of the building, has a 

single flue, and carries a tall chimney pot.  On the west, south and east faces of the 

main north stack, scars on the brickwork appear to indicate an earlier roof line, with its 

apex c.0.4m higher than the present roof (Plates 9 & 10). 

 

4.2 East Elevation (Fig. 7, Plates 1, 4, 7) 

This elevation forms the front of the house, facing the road.  Its dominant features are 

the porch, and to the north of it the gable end of the north-east part of the building.  On 

the ground floor, the porch is flanked to the south by a wide 12-light casement 

window, with a taller, narrower 6-light casement to the north.  Above at first-floor 

level are two small 6-light casements, the northernmost partly hidden by the thatched 

porch roof.  The dominant feature in the gable end of the north-east part of the 

building is a 6-light casement set into the south-east corner at ground-floor level.  

Centrally located at first-floor level is a 6-light casement.  The ground-floor windows 
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have steel strips fastened across them by bolts through the frames, as a security 

measure. 

 

4.3 South Elevation (Fig. 7, Plates 2, 5) 

The south gable end of the building has two 3-light casements at ground-floor level, 

both fitted with steel security strips.  The only other notable feature in this elevation is 

the exposed brickwork of the chimney stack projecting from the gable. 

 

4.4 West Elevation (Fig. 7, Plate 3) 

The dominant features in this elevation are the stairwell extension and the corrugated 

iron lean-to.  The former has west and north-facing 3-light casements, high up in its 

walls.  To the north, in the core structure, is another 3-light window.  Further north 

again, in the west wall of the northern extension is the rear door, and a 6-light 

casement window.  All the windows in the west elevation have steel security strips 

fitted. 

 

4.5 North Elevation (Fig. 7, Plates 6, 8, 9) 

The gable end of the north extension has only a small single-light window, and 

exposed purlin ends in the roof.  The chimneys on this elevation have been described 

above. 

 

4.6 Common Internal Features 

Concrete floors have been inserted into all the ground-floor rooms: all are cracked and 

exhibit signs of movement, apparently caused by an underground water course beneath 

the building (pers. comm. R Snape).  Unless otherwise described, ground-floor walls 

are plastered, with plain skirting boards 75mm high.  On the first floor, structural walls 

are plastered, while partition walls are studding clad with plasterboard, apparently 

replacing lath and plaster.  Internal doors, where present, are all of plank-and-batten 

type, with either Suffolk latches or external lock-boxes.  Internal window sills are 

mostly tiled.  The distinctive timber-framed casement windows fitted throughout the 

building all have modern anodised metal fittings and clear glass free of distortion and 

bubbles. 

 

4.7 Ground Floor  (Fig. 8) 

Room G1 (Plates 11-17) 

Size: 6.99 × 3.31m, height 1.90m 

Location: Main part of ground floor 

Description: Living room: extends the full length of the core structure.  At the south 

end is a central brick chimney breast with a blocked fireplace, flanked by 3-light 

casement windows.  To the west, almost opposite the front door, a doorway leads to 

the lobby at the foot of the stairs (G4).  Next to this, the upper part of the stairs 

projects into the room, and is boxed in.  In the north-east and north-west corners, doors 

lead to Rooms G2 and G3 respectively.  There is no ceiling as such: the structure of 

the floor above is modern, comprised of planed joists 165 × 70mm, set at 440-450mm 

centres, supporting a floor of 110mm wide tongued-&-grooved planks running north-

south. 
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The dominant feature in GI is the large open fireplace at the north end of the room. Its 

internal dimensions are 1.94m (width), 1.05m (depth), and 1.59m (height to lintel). 

The structure is brick-built, with a roughly hewn timber lintel, c.140 × 160mm in 

section.  The sides of the fireplace both have relieving arches, which have been made a 

feature by rendering and painting the inset area beneath each of them. Above the lintel, 

the brickwork is stepped in from the front and sides to form the flue, which contains a 

modem metal liner.  Part of the area above the lintel has collapsed.  The brickwork 

forming the west side of the fireplace is noticeably rougher than that on the east side: 

bricks used in the former measure c.225 × 105 × 60mm, and are of varying colour, 

suggesting that they are reused: the east side, in contrast, is much better constructed, 

with narrow, even mortar courses and orange-red bricks measuring 220 × 110 × 

65mm.  The back of the fireplace is fire-damaged, and exhibits evidence of several 

repair episodes.  The floor of the fireplace is laid in edge-set bricks, 225 × 100 × 

75mm, with a central depression (for a wood-burning stove?), and appears modem. 

 

Room G2 (Plates 18-20) 

Size: 2.99 × 2.70m, height 2.08m 

Location: North-east corner of G1 

Description: Dining room.  Entered from GI by a door near its south-west corner.  The 

room is lit by a distinctive window (Plate 20), comprising two 3-light casements with a 

central mullion, set at right angles into the south-east corner of the room, with timber 

sill and lintel.  In the centre of the north wall is a chimney breast, with a small cast-

iron grate, plain timber surrounds and mantel shelf, and a tile hearth.  In the south wall 

of the room, adjacent to the door, is a niche 570mm wide, 750mm high and 150mm 

deep, possibly a blocked window.  The ceiling appears to be lath & plaster: a joist with 

chamfered lower edges 155mm deep and 75mm wide runs east-west across it. 

 

Room G3 (Plates 21, 22) 

Size: 3.42 × 3.38m, height 2.44m 

Location: North of G1 

Description: Kitchen.  This room occupies the whole of the northern extension to the 

building.  Access from G1 is by a passage, 1.56m long, 0.8m wide and 2.0m high, 

along the west side of the large brick fireplace in G1.  In the west side of passage is an 

external door.  Removal of plaster from the face of the south wall of G3 revealed a 

skin of modern LBC (London Brick Company) stock bricks and cement mortar, 

150mm thick, built onto the rear of the large fireplace in G1 (Plate 22; Figs 8 & 9).  

The full extent of this reinforcement is not known: it may also include the buttress in 

the south-east corner of the room.  The second buttress in the centre of this wall is 

hollow and contains a flue which presumably served a boiler or similar equipment in 

the kitchen.  The floor of G3 is c.100mm above that of G1.  G3 has a plasterboard 

ceiling, with a central access hatch to the roof space above.  There are 6-light casement 

windows to the east and west, with a very small single-pane casement to the north. 

 

Room G4 (Plates 23, 24) 

Size: 2.39 × 1.74m, height 2.16 – 3.16m 

Location: West of G1 

Description: Stairwell & lobby, entered from G1 by a doorway to the east.  The south 

side of the room is occupied by two large built-in storage cupboards of modern date.  

On the north side of the room a modern staircase comprising ten risers, each 200mm in 
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height, leads to the first floor.  Three-light casements are set high in the west and north 

walls.  The sloping ceiling is of plasterboard construction. 

 

4.8 First Floor (Fig. 8) 

Room F1 (Plates 25, 26) 

Size: 2.43 × 0.83m (west-east), 2.04 × 0.87m (west-east), height 1.96m 

Location: South and east sides of F4 

Description: Corridor, L-shaped, providing access to all first-floor rooms.  East-facing 

6-light casement at junction of arms of corridor: cupboard containing hot water 

cylinder at north end of corridor.  Floor as described in G1, ceiling plasterboard, with 

hatch to roof space by door to Room F2. 

 

Room F2 (Plates 27-30) 

Size: 4.09 × 3.33m, height 1.91m (max) 

Location: Above G1 (south part) 

Description: Bedroom.  Entered by doorway from FI to north.  Six-light casements to 

east and west, narrow chimney breast (no fireplace) in centre of south wall.  In the roof 

space above F2, the brick chimney breast is set into the rubble stonework of the south 

gable wall, and appears to be a later insertion (Plate 35).  North wall and part of west 

wall abutting G4 constructed of studding and plasterboard.  Ceiling removed: ceiling 

joists roughly-shaped timbers with bark still present (see roof description, below).  

Floor as described in G1. 

 

Room F3 (Plates 31, 32) 

Size: 2.89 × 2.88m, height 1.92m (max) 

Location: Above G2 

Description: Bedroom.  Entered from F1 to west.  Single central 6-light casement to 

east. North and south walls plasterboard.  Ceiling removed: ceiling joists roughly-

shaped timbers with bark still present (see roof description, below).  Floor of plain 

boards, width c.26mm. 

 

Room F4 (Plates 33, 34) 

Size: 2.25 × 1.93m (main part of room), height 1.99m (max) 

Location: Above G 1 (north part). 

Description: Bathroom.  Entered by door from FI to east.  Three-light casement and 

single-pane fixed window to west.  Floor as described in G1.  North, south and east 

walls of studding and plasterboard: the upper part of the chimney stack rising from G1 

is hidden behind the north wall.  WC in alcove, 1.27 × 0.9m, in north-west corner. 

Ceiling removed: ceiling joists roughly-shaped timbers with bark still present (see roof 

description, below). 

 

4.9 Roof (Fig. 9; Plates 35-40) 

The main roof structure consists of purlins of sawn timber, of 19
th

-century or later 

date, supporting ceiling joists, rafters and ridge plates of roughly trimmed, quartered 

timber, all with some bark left on them.  The lower ends of the rafters are set directly 

on the tops of the walls, without wall-plates, and there are no joints used in the 

structure, all timbers being nailed together with modern, round-headed wire nails.  The 

framing is clad with fire-retardant board, on which the thatch is laid. 
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The roof structure over Room F3 is essentially the same as described above, though all 

the timbers used in it, including the purlins, are untrimmed poles c.75-100mm 

diameter, apparently of larch or similar timber, retaining most of their bark.  The 

structure is nailed together with the exception of the ceiling joists, the ends of which 

have half-joints, laid on top of the purlins. 

The roof of the main building consists of reed thatch to a depth of c.0.38m.  The thatch 

is held in place by 5mm diameter galvanised metal rods, fixed to the underlying roof 

structure by wire ties and screws.  The crown has a diamond pattern of split hazel 

strips.  The thatch is covered by a layer of chicken wire, held in place by galvanised 

metal loops. 
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Plate 1: East elevation, from east 

 

 

Plate 2: South elevation, from south 

 

 

Plate 3: North extension, west elevation from west 
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Plate 4: Porch from east 

 

Plate 5: South elevation: ground-floor window 

 

Plate 6: North elevation from north 

 

 

Plate 7: East elevation, east extension from 

north-east 

 

Plate 8: Chimneys at north end of building, from 

north-east 
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Plate 9: Main chimney, showing joint between flues, and scarring (arrowed) 

 

 

Plate 10:  Main chimney, detail of scarring (arrowed) 

NB: it is likely that the scarring shown on the above plates indicates an earlier roof line, though this could not be 

confirmed in the survey 

 

 

Plate 11: Room G1 looking south 
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Plate 12: G1 looking north 

 

 

Plate 13: G1 ceiling 

 

 

Plate 14: G1 fireplace, looking north 
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Plate 15: G1 fireplace, looking north-west 

 

Plate 16: G1 fireplace, looking north-east 

 

Plate 17: G1 fireplace: view up chimney flue 

 

 

Plate 18: G2 fireplace, looking north-east 

 

Plate 19: G2 door and niche, looking south-west 
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Plate 20: G2, window in south-east corner 

 

 

Plate 21: G3 looking north-east 

 

 

Plate 22: G3 looking south-east 

buttress 
flue 
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Plate 23: G4 stairs looking north-east 

 

Plate 24: G4 looking west 

 

Plate 25: F1 looking east 

 

Plate 26: F1 looking north 

 

Plate 27: F2 looking south 
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Plate 28: F2 looking south-west 

 

 

Plate 29: F2 looking north 

 

 

Plate 30: F2 looking north-east 
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Plate 31: F3 looking north-east 

 

Plate 32: F3 looking south-west 

 

Plate 33: F4 looking south-west 

 

Plate 34: F4: WC in alcove, looking north 

 

Plate 35: South gable above F2, looking south 
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Plate 36: Main roof structure, looking north from F2 

 

 

Plate 37: Main roof structure, looking south from F4 

 

 

Plate 38: Roof structure above F3, looking west 
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Plate 39: Roofs above east elevation, showing detail of thatching 

 

 

Plate 40:  Detail of thatch and wire netting 
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Figure 7:  Elevations (scale 1:100) 
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Figure 8:  Floor plans (scale 1:100) 
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Figure 9:  Sections (scale 1:100) 
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Figure 10: Suggested phase plan (scale 1:100) 

NB: The dates shown above are the author’s interpretation, based upon the limited historical evidence and the 

results of the building investigation. 
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5 Conclusions 

The earliest historical record of the building at 17 Sheep Lane dates from 1834.  By 

this time the hamlet of Sheeplane had probably extended to its greatest extent, 

occupying both sides of the road from Watling Street to the turning to Potsgrove 

village, and indications are that the building was probably founded in the 18
th

 century, 

while the hamlet was still expanding.  In 1834 the building was a beerhouse known as 

the Red Cow, almost certainly belonging to the Leighton Buzzard Brewery, as it did 

eleven years later.  It is not known whether it was built specifically for this purpose. 

 

Cartographic evidence indicates that by 1882 the overall shape of the building was 

much as it appears today.  The northern extension shown on the OS First Edition map 

is larger than the present structure: based on the available evidence, the present 

structure probably replaced it between 1901 and 1925.  There was also a structure 

attached to the south end of the present building: this may be the stable referred to in 

the valuer's report of 1925, which was by then in a poor state.  The thatched stone-built 

porch is a relatively modem addition. 

 

In 1918 the Red Cow beerhouse closed, and the cottage, by then part of the Duke of 

Bedford's estate, was used as tied accommodation for estate workers, which it 

remained until relatively recently.  In 1925 the building was described as having a 

living room and scullery downstairs and three bedrooms upstairs, an arrangement that 

remains more or less the same today, allowing for the insertion of the bathroom into 

one of the bedrooms.  The 1925 valuation also notes that the building was rendered 

externally and had a thatched roof, so presumably its external appearance was similar 

in general terms to how it appears now. 

 

One probable change to the plan of the building that has since been removed is 

indicated by the presence of the now disused brick-built chimney stack in the south 

end of G1.  Observations in the roof space above F2 suggest that this stack was 

inserted into the south gable wall.  The presence of two fireplaces within GI indicates 

that this space may have been divided into two rooms at one point, though no trace of 

the dividing partition now remains. 

 

The one brick feature of note within the building is the large chimney stack at the 

north end of the core structure.  From detailed examination it is evident that this 

feature has been subject to several phases of repair, rebuilding and strengthening, as 

well as some cosmetic work to accommodate a modem fire basket or stove.  It is also 

evident that the stack has suffered from the ground movement also noted in the 

concrete floors of the building, as a number of bricks have fallen from inside the flue. 

 
The roof structure over the core of the building and Room F3, constructed largely of 

quartered, roughly trimmed timbers, has been identified as being of potential significance.  

While the use of similar roughly trimmed timbers for roof construction has been observed 

in other buildings within the same date range, and has been taken to represent original 

timbers, the presence of substantial machine-sawn purlins in the main roof indicates a 19th 

century or later date for that part of the roof.  Furthermore, scars present on the northern 

chimney stack (Plates 9 & 10) reveal that the ridge line of the present roof has been 

lowered from its original height.  Based on this evidence, it is apparent that the present 

roof structure is of relatively modern date.  As the lifespan of a thatched roof is typically 
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no more than 50 years, it is therefore possible that the roof structure was replaced at the 

same time as the thatch, and that that the use of untrimmed timbers in the roof reflects the 

use of available timber, probably sourced from the extensive plantations on the Duke's 

estates around the Brickhills and Aspley Guise. 

 

Figure 10 presents a possible phase plan for the building, based on the evidence from the 

survey.  Phase 1 represents the original cottage, a basic rectangular stone structure with a 

large brick chimney stack and fireplace at its north end.  Based on the bricks used in the 

latter, this phase probably dates to the 18th century.  Phase 2 relates to the first extension to 

the cottage, comprising Rooms G2 and F3, and is tentatively dated to the early 19th 

century, based again on the brickwork used in its construction.  Similar brickwork is also 

present in the east side of the Phase 1 fireplace, suggesting that its lower section was at 

least partly rebuilt when the extension was added.  Phase 3 covers the addition of the 

western extension.  As originally constructed, this had a single-thickness brick wall, built 

with larger bricks than Phase 2, in stretcher bond set in lime mortar.  Traces of 

paint/limewash survive on its inner face.  Phase 3 is tentatively dated to the mid-19th 

century, based on the structural and cartographic evidence.  Phase 4, the northern 

extension, is dated on structural and historic grounds to the early 20th century, though it 

appears to have replaced an earlier structure with a slightly larger footprint.  Phase 5 

encompasses the later 20th-century additions, most notably the porch and the 

reinforcement and additional flue in G3, though in reality it also includes a much broader 

refurbishment of the building, including the replacement of much of the upper floor, 

replacement of the windows, addition of the inner skin to the walls of G4, probably the 

installation of the present stairs, and a range of other minor works. 
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7 Archive 

7.1 The project archive will comprise: 

1. Report 

2. Historical & Survey notes 

3. Architect's survey drawings 

4. List of photographs 

5. CDROM with copies of all digital files. 

 

7.2 The archive will be deposited with the Central Bedfordshire HER 
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Appendix 1: Method Statement 

Aims 

 To compile a detailed record of the structure(s) concerned, prior to refurbishment, conversion or demolition 

 To ascertain the structural history and development of the building, within its local context 

 To provide sufficient information on the historic and architectural significance of the building to inform 

proposals relating to its refurbishment / conversion. 

 

Standards 

The work will conform to the relevant sections of the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard & Guidance Notes 

(2008b) and Code of Conduct (2010), to current English Heritage guidelines (EH 1991; EH 2006), and to the 

relevant sections of ASC’s own Operations Manual. 

 

Methods 

 A programme of historical research, using all readily available sources (e.g. Historic Environment Record, 

County Record Office, local libraries, planning records) 

 A survey of the building, normally to RCHME Level 2 or 3. 

 Preparation of a report, based on the results of the above. 

Historic building recording involves the preparation of a detailed record and interpretation of a standing 

building and its fixtures and fittings, by a combination of historical research, written description, measured 

survey and photography.  As such, it is essential that the survey team is given unrestricted access to the structure 

being recorded, subject to current health and safety requirements and site security. 

 

Historical Research 

Background historical research will follow current IFA standards and guidelines for desk-based assessment (IFA 

2011).  All sources consulted will be listed in the final report. 

 

Written Description 

The written description will be prepared from detailed notes and sketches taken on site, using the appropriate 

ASC Historic Building Record Sheet.  This information will be augmented if necessary by a study of the 

drawings and photographs.  Depending on the nature of the building, the written description will be presented in 

a logical and consistent format (e.g. overall structure: external details, roof and walls: internal layout: internal 

description by room), supported by relevant drawings and photographs. 

 

Measured Survey 

Measured surveys will normally be carried out using tapes or LDM (laser distance measurement) for vertical and 

horizontal measurement throughout.  A surveyor’s level or Total Station EDM may be used to establish floor 

levels.  Where appropriate, reference may be made to available architects’ or engineers’ drawings, either on 

paper or in an appropriate CAD format.  Plastic film will be used for all site drawings.  Scales used will be 

appropriate to the size and complexity of the structures or features being recorded: generally 1:50 or 1:100 for 

floor plans, 1:20 or 1:50 for elevations and sections, and 1:20 or 1:10 for architectural details, plant and 

machinery, etc. 

 

Photographic Survey 

The primary photographic record will normally be compiled in 35mm digital format.  A photographic register 

will be maintained on ASC’s Photographic Record Sheet, fully cross-referenced.  Digital photographs may be 

used to illustrate the report.  Metric scales will be used in photographs where appropriate.  Photography will 

employ natural light wherever possible, but artificial light, flash or floodlighting will be used where necessary.  

Other techniques, such as video photography, may be used where appropriate. 

 

Reporting 

Upon completion of the field stages of the project, an initial report on the results obtained will normally be 

prepared.  This will be produced in ASC’s house style, and will typically include: 

 a concise non-technical summary of the results 

 information relating to the circumstances of the project 

 a summary of the aims of the project and the methods used 
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 background information about the site, including any desk-based studies 

 a description of the results, supported by appropriate illustrative material 

 a conclusion, summarising the results and examining their significance 

 appendices (copies of record sheets, reference works etc.) 

 an HER summary sheet, if required 

Copies of the report will be provided as required to the Client, the Local Planning Authority, the National 

Monuments Record, and any other bodies designated by the Planning Archaeologist or client.  Eight copies are 

normally produced: a charge is indicated for providing additional copies. A digital copy (pdf) can also be 

provided. 

In accordance with ASC’s normal reporting procedures, interim reports on any significant discoveries made 

during the project will be submitted to the relevant period journals (e.g. Britannia, Medieval Archaeology) and to 

any relevant regional journals (e.g. CBA Mid-Anglia Bulletin, South Midlands Archaeology), within one year of 

the project’s completion. 

Once the final report has been accepted by the Planning Archaeologist, an OASIS fieldwork summary form will 

be completed and submitted to the Archaeology Data Service. 

 

Archiving 

All archaeological projects generate a quantity of records and related material (paper, photographic and 

electronic records, etc).  Together, these constitute the project archive.  While the report may describe the 

project’s findings in some detail, the archive contains the evidence on which the report is based, and its 

importance cannot be too highly stressed.  By their nature, building surveys cannot always be repeated, so the 

archive often constitutes the only surviving evidence of the building prior to conversion, etc, and arrangements 

must therefore be made for its deposition and long-term storage. 

On completion of the reporting stages of the project, the archive will be prepared for long-term storage, to an 

appropriate standard and in a format agreed in advance with the relevant local depository.  On completion of the 

reporting stages of the project, the archive will be prepared for long-term storage, to a standard and in a format 

acceptable to the relevant local depository.  This will be in accordance with current standards and guidance from 

the IFA (IFA 2009), and the Archaeological Archives Forum (Brown 2007). 

Unless otherwise instructed, ASC will make arrangements to deposit the archive with the relevant local museum, 

Record Office or library.  Provision has been indicated in the project estimates for the likely costs of deposition. 

 

Staffing 

The project will be under the overall direction of Bob Zeepvat BA MIFA.  Bob is an established archaeologist with 

extensive experience in managing archaeological projects, and of work on a wide range of historic buildings and 

structures.  He holds a first degree from the University of Leicester, and has been a validated Member of the 

Institute for Archaeologists since 1986.  He has been involved in the management of archaeological projects 

since the late 1970s, formerly as Senior Field Archaeologist for the Milton Keynes Archaeology Unit, and as 

Project Manager for the Hertfordshire Archaeological Trust. 

Other staff assigned to the project will have appropriate experience of historic building recording and research.  

Any staff undergoing training on the project will be fully supervised by experienced staff. 
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Appendix 2: Account of an Incident at the Red Cow, 1834 

The earliest recorded mention of the Red Cow beerhouse dates from 1834.  There had been a 

fracas and theft at the house and a number of offenders were brought before the Quarter 

Sessions in Bedford (QSR1834/325).  William Tame, the licensee, gave evidence first as 

follows: 

"I am a retailer of beer at Sheep Lane in the parish of Postgrove and in the evening of the 12th 

day of this month James Giltrow, John Handscombe & Ezra Cox all of Sheep Lane, labourers, 

came to my house, they had beer 2 pints which they did not pay for. At about half past 9 o 

clock James Giltrow knock’d out the candles and as fast as my house keeper Elenor Paxton 

lighted them he knocked them out again. He then made water in the fire and threw the tables 

and chairs about. I went to call somebody to my assistance and as I was going out of the door 

Ezra Cox tried to prevent me and I hop’d him and went out. He then lock’d and bolted the 

door. I went to John Becket for assistance but he would not come. I went back and found my 

housekeeper lock’d out. William Handscombe, who was in the house, opened the door and let 

us in. Mrs Paxton lighted a candle and Giltrow knock’d it out again. I went upstairs and call’d 

murder, Mrs Paxton with me. When I came down I went to the place where the beer was, the 

staircase leading into it, and I tried to pass into the house by one of these doors but found it 

held by some persons. I at length got out and went upstairs and then they held the door so I 

could not get down. Mrs Paxton called out that they were robbing the house. I had 8 or 10 

shillings worth of penny and half penny pieces. The door was held so that I could not get 

downstairs. They then went away and Mrs Paxton then brought me a bowl from the cupboard 

in which the money was kept and there was only about a shilling's worth left. The only 

persons in the house when we went upstairs were James Giltrow, John Handscomb and Ezra 

Cox". 

Eleanor Paxton of Potsgrove in the County of Beds, widow, was then sworn: 

"I am housekeeper to the last witness. I recollect the evening of the 12th March.  James 

Giltrow, John Handscombe and Ezra Cox were in our house and so was William 

Handscombe.  At half past 9 or thereabouts I refused to draw them any more beer.  Giltrow 

knocked down the candles and put them out and they all made a great disturbance in the 

house.  My master went out for assistance and then Cox locked the door.  Giltrow made water 

in the fire and acted violently towards me - I got away by going through the back door of the 

house - I went to get assistance - I met my master in the yard.  I could not get assistance, when 

I got back my master was in the yard, we tried both the doors of the house but they were 

fastened inside.  We heard the men talking and making a noise in the house.  In about 10 

minutes the back door was opened by William Handscombe.  We both went in and William 

Handscomb went away.  I got a light as quick as I could but Giltrow knocked it out again. I 

went upstairs where master was calling for assistance.  The stairs door was fastened by some 

of them and we were kept upstairs.  I heard a sound of drawing beer and I afterwards found 

they had drawn some in a basin.  I also heard the rattling of halfpence - I heard the rattle of 

them in a wooden cup in which we keep the half pence.  This was while we were upstairs. 

Very soon I heard them go out and I called out to John Handscombe “You thief you have 

taken all the money”. He did not speak but ran away.  We then came downstairs and I went 

directly to the cupboard where the money was kept, all the money was taken except one 

sixpence and one shilling worth of half pence and one farthing.  I had seen the cup and the 

money in it after the men came into the house.  There were two half crowns, two shillings or 

more and two sixpences or more and eight or 10 shillings worth of penny and halfpenny 
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pieces.  When we were first locked out Stephen Gilks was also in the house.  I saw him go out 

of the back door before I went upstairs and before I heard the money rattle. 

Eleanor Paxton gave additional evidence (QSR1834/327): 

"When I returned to my master's house after the door had been opened Wiliam Handscombe, 

James Giltrow, John Handscombe and Ezra Cox and also Stephen Gilks were in the house but 

Stephen Gilks went away before the money was taken". 

The defence made by Ezra Cox was: 

"I never saw the money nor saw anyone else meddle with it and I am certain that no person 

went into the room where the money was whilst I was in the house". 

The Gaol Register (QGV10/1) reveals that Ezra Cox, James Giltrow and John Hanscomb 

were all transported seven years for stealing William Tame's money.  Ezra Cox is described as 

being 19 years old and a labourer from Potsgrove.  He was 5 feet 10 inches tall, with brown 

hair and a fresh complexion.  James Giltrow, also a 19 year old labourer from Potsgrove, was 

5 feet 4 inches, with light brown hair and a fresh complexion.  John Hanscomb was 28 and 

from Leighton Buzzard; he had dark hair and complexion and was 5 feet 7 inches tall.  All 

three were delivered to the Leviathan at Portsmouth for transportation.  Leviathan had been 

launched as a third rate ship of the line with 74 guns in 1790.  She fought at Trafalgar and 

became a prison ship in 1816, before being sold and broken up in 1848.  Remarkably her log 

book is held by BLARS (X170/1/1-2). 

Ezra Cox was transported to Tasmania and, in 1853, married Mary Ann Ellis, an Irishwoman 

three years his junior, who had been transported for theft.  Theirs was a stormy marriage and 

Cox, finding her in the house of Isaac Moles, who lived next door, attacked him with a pick-

axe.  Moles died of his wounds nearly six weeks later and Cox was hanged for murder outside 

Hobart prison on 27th June 1854, aged 39. 

Censuses reveal that by 1861 Thomas Tame was living alone in Saint Pancras, London.  He 

had been born in 1793.  The same census reveals that a James Giltrow was living in Leighton 

Buzzard and working as a butcher.  He had been born in Hockliffe and was the same age as 

the man who was transported.  The Giltrow on the 1861 census had an eleven year old son, 

David who, by the time of the 1881 census was proprietor of the Fir Tree beerhouse in Aspley 

Heath.  He was later at the Fox & Hounds on Watling Street, just down the road from the Red 

Cow. 
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Appendix 3: Survey Photographs 

SITE NO/CODE:  1611/PSL Site Name:  17 Sheep Lane, Potsgrove 

Shot  Subject Plate 
1 North elevation from north 6 
2 West elevation from north-west - 
3 West elevation of north extension, from north-west 3 
4 South elevation (gable only) from south - 
5 South elevation from south-east cover 
6 South elevation (all) from south 2 
7 South elevation: detail of ground-floor window 5 
8 East elevation from east 1 
9 East elevation from south-east - 
10 East elevation, east extension from south-east 7 
11 East elevation, north-east corner from north-east - 
12 Chimneys at north end of building, from north-east 8 
13 Porch from east 4 
14 G1 looking south 11 
15 G1 looking north 12 
16 G1 looking north-east  
17 G1 looking south-west - 
18 G1 fireplace looking north 14 
19 G1 fireplace, looking north-east 16 
20 G1 fireplace, looking north-west 15 
21 G1 fireplace, detail of repaired brickwork - 
22 G2 fireplace, looking north-east 18 
23 G2 window looking south-east - 
24 G2 door and niche, looking south-west 19 
25 G1 ceiling 13 
26 G1/G3 passage, looking south - 
27 G3 looking north-east 21 
28 G3 looking south-east 22 
29 G4 stairs looking north-east 23 
30 G4 looking north-west - 
31 G4 modern cupboards - 
32 G4 looking west 24 
33 F1 looking east 25 
34 F1 looking south - 
35 F1 looking north (cupboard door closed) 26 
36 F1 looking north (cupboard door open) - 
37 F2 looking south 27 
38 F2 looking south-west 28 
39 F2 looking north 29 
40 F2 looking north-east 30 
41 Roof above F2, looking north 36 
42 Roof above F2, looking north (close up) - 
43 Roof above F2, looking south - 
44 Roof above F2, looking south (duplicate) 37 
45 F4 looking south-west 33 
46 F4 WC in alcove, looking north 34 
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Shot  Subject Plate 
47 F3 looking north-east 31 
48 F3 looking south-east - 
49 F3 looking south-west 32 
50 F3 roof structure 38 
51 F3 roof structure - 
52 Hidden section of chimney breast, first floor - 
53 Roof structure looking south 34 
54 G1 view up chimney flue - 
55 G1 view up chimney flue (better copy) 17 
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Appendix 3: ASC OASIS Form 

PROJECT DETAILS 

Project Name: 17 Sheep Lane, Potsgrove OASIS reference: 149880 

Short Description: In May 2013 a programme of historic building recording was undertaken of 17 Sheep Lane, Potsgrove, 
prior to demolition of the building and its replacement with a modern house. 

This small cottage was probably constructed during the 18th century, within the hamlet of Sheeplane, which 
grew to be the largest settlement in Potsgrove parish by the early 19th century.  In 1834 the property is first 
recorded as the ‘Red Cow’ beerhouse, which it remained until 1918.  Having passed into the ownership of 
the Duke of Bedford’s estate in the second half of the 19th century, after it ceased to be a beerhouse the 
property was used as tied accommodation for agricultural workers on the Duke’s estates.  It was sold off 
by the estate in 2012. 

The historic core of the building comprises a stone and brick-built structure of two storeys, aligned north-
south, with a large brick chimney stack at its north end, and a single-bay, two-storey brick-built extension 
to the north-east, both beneath thatched roofs supported by framing constructed with mostly rough-hewn, 
untrimmed timbers.  To the west, a single-storey brick extension with a lean-to slate roof houses the stairs 
to the upper floor.  Cartographic evidence indicates that these elements were all in place by 1882.  To the 
north is a single-storey brick-built extension with a gabled slate roof, which served most recently as a 
kitchen/scullery.  Cartographic evidence suggests that this was constructed in the early 20th century, 
replacing an earlier structure with a slightly larger footprint.  The thatched stone porch is a late 20th-century 
addition. 

Internally, the house has evidently undergone significant changes in recent years.  Ground floors are 
modern concrete, and much of the upper floor and its supporting joists are of late 20th-century date.  The 
stairwell structure, originally of single-skin brick construction, has had an inner skin of concrete blocks 
inserted into it.  On the first floor, partition walls are studding frames clad with plasterboard.  The thatched 
roof is no more than 20 years old, and has replaced an older roof with a higher ridge line, so the 
untrimmed framing is most likely of similar date.  Internal doors, where surviving, are mostly original.  The 
distinctive timber-framed casement windows all have modern fittings, and appear to be 20th-century 
replacements. 

Project Type: Building Recording 

Previous work: none Site status:  none 

Current land use: residential Future work: no 

Monument type: dwelling Monument period: 18th – 20th century 

Significant finds: none 

PROJECT LOCATION 

County: Bedfordshire OS reference:  (8 figs min) SP 9332 3072 

Site address: 17 Sheep Lane, Potsgrove, Beds, MK17 9HD 

Study area:  (sq. m. / ha) n/a Height OD:  (metres) n/a 

PROJECT CREATORS 

Organisation: Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd 

Project brief originator: Central Beds Council Project design originator: ASC 

Project Manager: Bob Zeepvat BA MIFA Director/Supervisor: Bob Zeepvat BA MIFA 

Sponsor / funding body: Mr & Mrs Snape 

PROJECT DATE 

Start date: May 2013 End date: May 2013 

PROJECT ARCHIVES 

 Location   (Accession no.) Content   (eg. pottery, animal bone, files/sheets) 

Physical:  
Central Beds HER 

n/a 

Paper: Site records, drawings, photos, report 
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Digital: CD with all digital files 

BIBLIOGRAPHY   (Journal/monograph, published or forthcoming, or unpublished client report) 

Title: Historic Building Recording: 17 Sheep Lane, Potsgrove, Bedfordshire 

Serial title & volume: ASC Ltd Report ref. 1611/PSL/1 (rev) 

Author(s): Bob Zeepvat BA MIfA 
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