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Figure 1:  General location (scale 1:25,000) 
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Summary 

Between July 2013 and March 2014, an archaeological evaluation and a two-stage watching 

brief were undertaken within the grounds of Westgate School, Winchester, Hampshire.  The 

first phase of the watching brief identified the anticipated early 20th-century terracing in the 

form of made ground in the south-east corner of the development area.  The second stage of 

the watching brief, for a new car park, revealed nothing of archaeological significance, 

indicating that part of the site had also been truncated.  No significant remains were observed 

in the evaluation trench. 

 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Between July 2013 and March 2014 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd 

(ASC) carried out a two-stage archaeological watching brief and an evaluation within 

the grounds of Westgate Primary School, Winchester, Hampshire. The project was 

commissioned by Hampshire County Council, and was carried out according to a 

project design prepared by ASC (Muldowney 2013), and approved by Hampshire 

County Council, archaeological advisors (AA) to the local planning authority (LPA), 

Winchester City Council.  The relevant planning application reference is 

12/02659/HCS. 

 

1.2 Planning Background 

This evaluation was required under the terms of the National Planning Policy 

Frameworks (NPPF), as a condition of planning permission for the development of the 

site. 

 

1.3 Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd 

ASC is an independent archaeological practice providing a full range of archaeological 

services including consultancy, field evaluation, mitigation and post-excavation 

studies, historic building recording and analysis.  ASC is recognised as a Registered 

Organisation by the Institute for Archaeologists and is also accredited ISO 9001, in 

recognition of its high standards and working practices. 

 

1.4 The Site 

1.4.1 Location & Description 

Westgate School is located in the Fulflood area of Winchester, at the corner of 

Links Road and Cheriton Road, centred on national grid reference SU 4690 

3010 (Fig. 1). 

The development area is roughly square, covering approximately 5.56ha, and is 

bounded on all but the west side by housing.  The watching brief and 

evaluation areas have been subject to different historic episodes of landscaping, 

resulting variously in either lowering the ground surface, or preserving it by 

increasing the ground level.  The car park area was grassed prior to the 

watching brief starting, whilst the evaluation area comprised a mix of tarmac 

surface (west side) and grass (east side), divided by a fence oriented north-west 

to south-east. 
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Main access to the site is from Cheriton Road (Fig. 2).  Above and below-

ground services are present on the site and have been detected, identified and 

located by Mansell, main contractors for the development. 

 

1.4.2 Geology & Topography 

The development area lies on gently sloping ground between 75m and 85m 

OD (ordnance datum) on soils of the Andover 1 Association, described as: 

shallow, well-drained calcareous silty soils over chalk on slopes and crests. 

The underlying geology is Seaford Formation Chalk (Soil Survey 1983, Sheet 

6 and BGS Geology of Britain Viewer). 

 

1.4.3 Proposed Development 

The proposed development comprises the demolition of the existing boarding 

house and annexed nursery unit, the construction of an extension to the 

secondary school, car parking and landscaping (Fig. 3). 
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Figure 2:  Site plan with areas subject to archaeological investigation shaded (scale 1:2500) 
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Figure 3:  Proposed development (not to scale) 
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2. Aims & Methods 

2.1 Aims 

As described in the project design, the aims of the work were: 

 To ensure the archaeological monitoring of proposed works associated with 

car parking that are likely to have an impact upon archaeological deposits. 

 To determine the archaeological potential of the building extension area by 

trial trench evaluation. 

 

2.2 Standards 

The work conformed to the requirements of the project design, to the relevant sections 

of the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA 2009) and Code 

of Conduct (IFA 2010), to English Heritage guidelines (EH 2011), and to the relevant 

sections of ASC’s own Operations Manual. 

 

2.3 Methods 

The work was carried out according to the project design, which proposed: 

 monitoring of preliminary stripping and ground-lowering in the Phase 1 

watching brief area, the Cheriton Road car park, (referred to as WB2), and; 

 mechanical excavation of a single trial trench, 15m long by 1.8m wide, within 

the footprint of the extension to Rotherly House (Fig. 2). 

 

In the watching brief area the ground level was reduced by mechanical excavator fitted 

with a toothless ditching bucket.  Topsoil was removed from the car park area and a 

further c. 0.1 to 0.2m of made-ground was removed from the north side in order to 

create a level surface.  Monitoring of the stripping and ground reduction was 

continuous.  In addition a photographic record was made of the baulks exposed as a 

result of the demolition of the swimming pool, in order to record any archaeological 

features or evidence for terracing. 

The evaluation trench was also mechanically excavated with a toothless ditching 

bucket, in this instance to the upper surface of the underlying geological horizon 

(henceforth: chalk). Spoil was stored both sides of the trench, with topsoil separated 

from underlying deposits. 

 

2.4 Constraints 

A number of large shrubs in the grounds of Rotherly House meant that the trench was 

sited slightly further south than originally proposed.  Its revised position was dictated 

by Mansell who had set up a fenced area for ASC to work in within the proposed 

development.  

 

No other constraints were encountered. 
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3. Archaeological & Historical Background 

3.1 The following is a summary of the archaeological and historical background to the 

development site and its environs, which lie within an area of archaeological and 

historical interest, with the potential to reveal evidence of a range of periods. 

Information for this section has been gleaned from the brief, a published account of 

archaeological work in Winchester (Booth et al 2010), Winchester Historic 

Environment Record (HER) and other readily available sources. 

 

3.2 No archaeological sites are recorded within the development area, nor are there many 

known in the surrounding area.  The lack of known sites is due to the extensive 

unmonitored development in this area during the 19th and 20th centuries, rather than 

proven absence of archaeological remains, and as such the potential for identifying 

evidence is high (Hopkins 2013).  A general overview of the development of 

Winchester is presented below. 

 

3.3 Oram’s Arbour (MCW7038) is the name given to an Iron Age enclosed settlement or 

oppida which can be seen across the valley from Westgate School.  The excavation of 

pits at the site recovered a series of artefacts which indicate the site was occupied 

throughout the Iron Age and into the Roman period.  Earlier remains from the Bronze 

Age and Neolithic periods are recorded on similar chalk downland sites nearby, and it 

is not inconceivable that the Fulflood area could contain evidence for small Iron 

Age/Roman farmsteads, unenclosed settlement, field systems and even burial sites 

(Hopkins 2013). 

 

3.4 During the 1st century AD the oppida was superseded by the new Roman town, Venta 

Belgarum, although it is not clear whether the oppida was completely abandoned 

before the establishment of the town (Booth et al 2010).  Nonetheless, there is a 

wealth of evidence for the Roman settlement of this area, and there could be outlying 

settlement activity here to the west of the civitas, including cemeteries, which were 

always extra-urban. 

 

3.5 Use of the land during the post-Roman period is likely to have remained largely 

agricultural, and later OS mapping shows that the land on which the school was built 

was undeveloped until the 19th century.  There is therefore also potential for medieval 

remains, most likely in the form of ridge and furrow.  Post-medieval activity within 

the development area has included large-scale terracing in order to accommodate 

construction on the valley slope, which may have compromised the degree to which 

archaeological remains have survived.  The current works provide an opportunity to 

establish the extent to which terracing has affected any remains, as well as whether 

any remains are present. 

 



The Westgate School, Winchester, Hampshire Watching Brief Report 

1623/WWP 

© ASC 2014 Page 10 

4 Results 

4.1 Watching Brief 

 Watching briefs were undertaken in two areas intended for use as car parks, which for 

the purposes of description are identified as WB1 and WB2 (Fig. 2).  WB1 is located 

on the north (Links Road) edge of the site, north-west of Rothley Hall.  WB2, the 

Cheriton Road car park, is on the east side of the site. 

Site visits were recorded on pro-forma sheets (Appendix 4). 

 

WB1 (Fig. 2, Plate 1) 

WB1, the larger of the two car parks, covered an area c.17 x 30m, aligned roughly 

east-west.  At the centre of the site were the footings of Rotherly Cottage (Fig. 2): 

prior to stripping most of the area was grassed, with a few surfaced paths crossing it. 

Topsoil and turf across WB1 was 0.20-0.25m deep.  Below this was reddish orange 

silt c.0.1m deep, overlying undisturbed chalk.  Evidence of burning on the silt 

suggested that this area had been exposed in the past.  A shallow zig-zag linear feature 

0.4m wide crossing the centre of the site contained only modern debris.  A modern 

brick-built soakaway was also encountered close to the site of the cottage. 

No pre-modern features, structures or deposits were revealed within the stripped area. 

 

WB2 (Fig. 2, Plates 2 – 5) 

Observations made during ground reduction in WB2 identified multiple interleaving 

layers of late post-medieval silts varying in colour between grey and brown (002). 

Each contained moderate to high quantities of small chalk fragments and flint gravels, 

as well as artefacts such as roofing slates, glass sherds, and a range of ceramic 

building material (CBM). Sherds of 18th/19th century stonewares, fragments of clay 

tobacco pipe and ironwork (mostly nails) were also present.  Some of these finds were 

kept and are presented in Appendix 2 and briefly discussed in Appendix 3.  In the 

north-west corner of WB2 a grubbed-out tree bole was identified within a deposit of 

yellow gravels. 

Additional examination of the sections exposed after removal of the swimming pool, 

which was located to the north of the WB2 (Fig. 2), identified no archaeological 

features but did identify cuts for post-medieval and modern services.  The slope of the 

natural chalk was noted (Plates 4 & 5). 

 

4.2 Evaluation Trench (Fig. 2: Plate 6) 

The evaluation trench contained no archaeological features, but did reveal a disused 

late post-medieval/early modern manhole and water pipe.  The exposed geology 

consisted of a mixture of reddish orange silt with chalk fragments overlying the chalk 

itself.  Detailed information regarding the trial trench and its contents appears in 

Appendix 1. 
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Plate 1:  WB1, looking north-east: zig-zag feature in centre 

 

 

Plate 2:  East half of WB2, facing east 
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Plate 3:  West end of WB2 showing made-ground layers, facing west 
 

 

Plate 4:  North corner of swimming pool area, facing north 
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Plate 5:  Chalk and overburden adjacent to Cheriton Road, facing north-east 

 

 

Plate 6:  Evaluation trench, facing north-west 
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5. Conclusions 

5.1 The watching brief has demonstrated that deposits dating to the 18th/19th centuries are 

present in the south-east corner of the school site (WB2). They are likely to relate to 

the raising and levelling of the ground surface associated with the construction of the 

nearby houses and the school.  An absence of archaeological deposits in the evaluation 

area and WB1 does not preclude the presence of remains elsewhere within the school 

grounds. 

 

5.2 The nature and date of the deposits corresponds with the known historical background 

to the area (Section 3.5) which indicates that during the post-medieval period large-

scale terracing took place in order to accommodate construction on the valley slope. 

This includes the private houses along Cheriton Road, which were constructed in the 

early 20th century, although changes were already being made to the development area 

during the late 19th century, and can be seen on Ordnance Survey (OS) maps. 

 

5.3 No archaeological deposits were present in the evaluation trench and the topsoil was 

seen to directly overlie the geological horizon.  The disused manhole and water pipe 

are likely to have been part of the waste management system of Rotherly House.  In 

the nearby watching brief area (WB1) the only features revealed were modern, and 

there was evidence to suggest that this area, like that to the east of Rotherly House, 

had also been truncated. 

 

Confidence Rating 

All archaeological work was carried out with the full cooperation of the developer and 

in adequate conditions. The remains were unambiguous and well-dated.  A high 

confidence rating can be applied to the results of the work. 
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7. Archive 

7.1 The project archive will comprise: 

1. Brief 

2. Project Design 

3. Initial Report 

4. Clients site plans 

5. Site records 

6. Finds records 

7. Finds 

8. Site record drawings 

9. List of photographs 

10. B/W prints & negatives 

11. Original specialist reports and supporting information 

12. CDROM with copies of all digital files. 

 

7.2 The archive will be deposited with Winchester Museums. 
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Appendix 1: Trench Summary Tables 

Trench 1 

 

Max Dimensions (m) 

Length 15m Width 1.8m Depth 0.34m 

Levels 
Trench top NNW 80.79m OD 

Trench base NNW 80.35m OD 

Trench top SSE 80.47m OD 

Trench base SSE 80.26m OD 

NGR Co-ordinates 

NNW 446931 / 130126 SSE 446950 / 130116 

Orientation NNW - SSE 

Reason for Trench Targeting extension to Rotherley House 

Context Type Description and Interpretation Width 
(max: mm) 

Thickness 
(max: mm) 

Depth 
(BGL: mm) 

001 Layer Mid brown silt. Topsoil/garden soil - 100 0 

003 Layer Mid brown orange silt. Subsoil - 140 100 

004 Layer Chalk with orange silt. Geological horizon - chalk - - 240 
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Appendix 2: List of Photographs 

SITE NAME:  The Westgate School, Winchester SITE NO/CODE:  1623 WWP 

Shot  Subject 

1 Stripping south edge of WB2, facing west 

2 Post-med layers in WB2, facing west 

3 Drop at Cheriton Road end of WB2 showing raised ground level, facing north-west 

4 South-east corner of WB2, facing south-east 

5 East end of WB2, facing east 

6 South-east facing cut edge of former swimming pool area, facing north-west 

7 South-east facing cut edge of former swimming pool area, facing north-west 

8 North corner of former swimming pool area, facing north-west 

9 East edge of former swimming pool area, showing slope, facing north-east 

10 East edge of former swimming pool area, showing slope, facing north-east 

11 Upper layer exposed in north-west end of WB2, facing north-west 

12 Upper layer exposed in north-west end of WB2, facing north-west 

13 North-west corner of WB2, with gravel layer and tree-root, facing south-east 

14 Evaluation trench, facing north-west 

15 Disused water pipe at edge of evaluation trench, facing west 

16 Evaluation trench, facing south 

17 Evaluation trench, facing north 

18 View over trench to Rotherly House, facing west 

19 WB1: View NE after turf and topsoil removal 

20 WB1: View NE after turf and topsoil removal 

21 WB1: general view, SW end of site 

22 Rotherly House 

23 WB1: view NE after removal of subsoil 

24 Rotherly House extension 

25 WB1: view NE after removal of subsoil 

26 Test trench across location of Rotherly Cottage 

27 General site shot 

28 WB1: view SW after removal of subsoil 
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Appendix 3:  Finds Report 

Mo Muldowney 

Introduction 

A small assemblage of artefacts was recovered during the watching brief which comprised 

four sherds of pottery, two sherds of glass, a fragment of slate and part of a clay tobacco pipe 

(see table).  

 
Context Pottery Other Finds 

(no) (g) Type (no) 

002 4 33 Clay tobacco pipe 
Slate  
Glass 

2 
1 
2 

Total 4 33  5 

 

Pottery 

The pottery sherds comprise two fragments of stoneware: a base sherd with grey fabric with 

few inclusions and yellow-brown speckled glaze and a body sherd of cream fabric with a light 

greenish yellow internal glaze. The third sherd is part of the ?rim of a tin-glazed earthenware 

vessel with a thick white glaze with green stripes, whilst the fourth sherd has an orange fabric 

is from a terracotta pot (Shopland 2005). The range of fabric types present suggests a date 

range between the late 18th to 19th centuries. 

 

Other Finds 

The remainder of the finds assemblage consists of a piece of slate, commonly used as roof 

tiles during the later post-medieval period and modern period, a small stem fragment from a 

clay tobacco pipe and two sherds of glass. Pipe stem fragments are difficult to date, but given 

the associated finds this example is likely to be 19th century. One of the sherds of glass is flat 

and has a thin, ribbed surface on one side, giving a ‘frosted’ appearance and may be window 

or door glass, whilst the other sherd comes from the shoulder of a bottle and has the letters 

‘SIDNEY.FR’ at the top of the body with an indistinguishable logo and additional letters 

CL(?) underneath. It has a slightly greenish appearance. 

 

Summary 

Although the pottery provides the strongest dating evidence for the assemblage, the 

combination of artefacts, particularly the slate and glass, indicates a 19th or early 20th century 

spot-date for the deposit. 
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Appendix 4: Watching Brief Record Sheets 
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watching brief, for a new car park, revealed nothing of archaeological significance, indicating 
that part of the site had also been truncated.  No significant remains were observed in the 
evaluation trench. 
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