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Figure 1:  General location (scale 1:25,000) 

SITE 
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Summary 
During August 2006, an earthwork survey and archaeological watching brief were carried 
out at the Sports Field, Station Road, Long Marston, Hertfordshire, in advance of and during 
works to level the playing field.  The survey recorded the presence of seven degraded ridges 
and their associated furrows, on a north east/south west alignment within the boundaries of 
the site.  The watching brief noted the presence of post medieval debris, such as tile 
fragments, oyster shells, slate and willow pattern pottery, within the subsoil and spoil heaps.  
This was taken as evidence that the site had been ploughed up until the 19th century, possibly 
until the time of the Inclosure of Long Marston.  No other significant archaeological finds or 
features were observed. 
 
1 Introduction 
1.1 In August 2006 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out a 

watching brief at Sports Field, Station Road, Long Marston, Hertfordshire (NGR SP 
8970 1580: Fig. 1).  The project was commissioned by Tring Rural Parish Council, 
and was carried out according to a project design prepared by ASC (Rouse 2006), and 
a brief (Batt 2005) prepared on behalf of the local planning authority (LPA), 
Hertfordshire County Council, by their archaeological advisor (AA), Hertfordshire 
County Council County Archaeology Office.  The relevant planning application 
reference is unknown. 

 
1.2 Planning Background 

This watching brief has been required as a planning condition under the terms of 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (PPG16), in response to proposals for works to 
level playing field. 
 

1.3 Location 

The site comprises a field, c.40m x c.85m, which is located on the north eastern side 
of Long Marston (Fig. 1) at NGR SP 8970 1580. 
 

1.4 Description 

The site consists of a playing field with no buildings within its boundaries. 
 

1.5 Geology & Topography 

The soils of the area are of the Evesham 2 Association, which comprise slowly 
permeable calcareous clayey soils.  Some slowly permeable seasonally waterlogged 
non-calcareous clayey and fine loamy or fine silty overt clayey soils.  Landslips and 
associated irregular terrain locally.  The underlying geology is characterised as 
Jurassic and Cretaceous clay.  The site lies at an elevation of c.90 AOD. 
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Figure 2:  Site plan  (scale 1:1250) 
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2 Aims & Methods 

2.1 Aims 

As described in the brief (Section 1), the aims of the watching brief were: 

• To undertake a measured survey of all earthworks on the site 
• To ensure the archaeological monitoring of all aspects of the proposed 

groundworks likely to affect the archaeological remains, i.e. soil stripping, 
levelling and cutting drainage channels 

• To secure the adequate recording of any archaeological remains revealed 
by the development programme 

• To secure the analysis, conservation and long-term storage of any 
artefactual/ecofactual materials recovered from the site. 

 
2.2 Standards 

The work conformed to the project design, to the relevant sections of the Institute of 
Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct (IFA 2000) and Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA 
2001), to the Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers East of 
England Region Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (ALGAO 
2003), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s own Operations Manual. 

 
2.3 Methods 

The work was carried out according to the brief (Section 3), which required: 

• A measured survey of all ‘archaeological’ earthworks 
• Soil and overburden stripping under archaeological supervision 
• Inspection of sub-soil deposits for archaeological features 
• The rapid investigation and recording of any archaeological 

features/deposits 
• Sub-soil stripping under archaeological supervision 
• Examination of any drainage trenches and the subsequent recording of any 

exposed archaeological deposits 
• Rapid examination of spoil heaps for archaeological material 
• A programme of post-fieldwork analysis, archiving and publication. 
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3 Archaeological & Historical Background 

3.1 The origins of Long Marston, from mersc tun (marsh farm), (Gover et al 1970, 52) are 
difficult to discern, since it formed part of the manor of Tring, and was classified as a 
‘hamlet of Tring’ along with Wilstone, Tiscot, Aldwick, Gubblecote, Miswell and 
Bledlow (Page 1908, 287-8).   
 

3.2 The site lies within Area of Archaeological Significance (No. 12) which covers the 
historic core of Long Marston. c.50m to the south lies a medieval moated site which 
was listed by the Royal Commission (RCHM 1910) but was not described. Adjacent 
to the moat lies the now partly demolished church of All Saints (Page 1908, 291), 
which was the predecessor of the present day church in Station Road.   There are 
several instances of ridge and furrow in the fields surrounding the site, and it is 
thought that the ‘lumps and bumps’ on the site itself are the remains of degraded ridge 
and furrow.  

 
3.3 The manor of Long Marston was held of the honour of Berkhamsted and was valued 

at half a knight’s fee (VCH II, 287). There is a moated site which lies adjacent to the 
old church. The present church was built in 1882 to serve the new parish of Long 
Marston which was created in 1867. 

 
3.4  The original lay out of ‘Marston’ was almost certainly linear, hence the prefix ‘Long’ 

which stretched out towards Tring. It was probably a typical small scale agrarian 
settlement which served the needs of the local manor and its demesne lands. We do 
not know when this area was first settled in the medieval period as little artefactual 
evidence has been recovered. 
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4 Results 
4.1 Five visits were made to the site between 2nd and 21st August 2006.  During these 

visits, the ridge and furrow on the playing field was surveyed, and a watching brief 
was then carried out during the levelling of the ridge and furrow. 

 
4.2 The survey recorded seven ridges and associated furrows within the playing field, on a 

north east/south west alignment (Fig. 3).  These became progressively more degraded 
towards the centre of the field. 

 
4.3 The playing field was stripped to a depth of c.0.2m across the site.  The subsoil was 

revealed to be a stoneless gault clay.  Fragments of oyster shell, tile, slate and willow 
pattern pottery were observed in both the subsoil and the spoil heaps.  No 
archaeologically significant finds or features were observed. 

 
 

 
Figure 3:  Survey drawing  (scale 1:2000) 
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Plate 1: General view north east, pre-excavation 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plate 2: Working shot 
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Plate 3: Test Pit 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plate 4: Topsoil stripped, view south east 
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5. Conclusions 

5.1 During the watching brief it was noted that a relatively large amount of post medieval 
debris was present.  This suggests that ploughing may have continued in the field up 
until the Inclosure of Long Marston in the 19th century.  A prolonged period of 
ploughing would also explain the degradation of the ridge and furrow within the field 
boundaries. 

 
5.2 No significant archaeological features were observed during the watching brief.  This 

suggests that there was no significant human activity on the site until the introduction 
of ridge and furrow in the medieval period. 
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7. Archive 

7.1 The project archive will comprise: 
 

1. Brief 
2. Project Design 
3. Initial Report 
4. Site Monitoring Sheets 
5. Site record drawings 
6. List of photographs/slides 
7. CDROM with copies of all digital files. 

 
 
7.2 The archive will be deposited with Dacorum Heritage Trust. 
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Appendix 1: Monitoring Sheets 
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Appendix 2: List of Photographs 

SITE NAME: Sports Field, Station Road, Long Marston, Herts SITE NO/CODE: 751/LMS 
Shot  B&W Slide Digital Subject 

1    General view north east, pre-excavation 02/08/06 
2    General view north east, pre-excavation 02/08/06 
3    General view south east, pre-excavation 02/08/06 
4    Topsoil stripping, west south west, 09/08/06 
5    Topsoil stripping, west south west, 09/08/06 
6    Topsoil stripping, west south west, 09/08/06 
7    Topsoil stripping, north west corner, 09/08/06 
8    Working shot, 09/08/06 
9    Topsoil stripping in south west corner, west north west, 09/08/06 

10    Topsoil stripping, east north east, 10/08/06 
11    Topsoil stripping, east south east, 10/08/06 
12    Topsoil stripping detail, north west, 10/08/06 
13    Test pit, 10/08/06 
14    General view of site, north east, 16/08/06 
15    General view of site, west north west, 16/08/06 
16    General view of site, east, 16/08/06 
17    General view of site, north north east, 16/08/06 
18    General view of site, south, 16/08/06 
19    General view of site, north west, 16/08/06 
20    General view of site, east south east, 16/08/06 
21    Topsoil stripping, north east, 21/08/06 
22    Topsoil stripping, south east, 21/08/06 
23    Topsoil stripping, east south east, 21/08/06 
24    Topsoil stripping, north west, 21/08/06 
25    General view after stripping, north north east, 21/08/06 
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seven degraded ridges and their associated furrows, on a north east/south west 
alignment within the boundaries of the site.  The watching brief noted the presence of 
post medieval debris, such as tile fragments, oyster shells, slate and willow pattern 
pottery, within the subsoil and spoil heaps.  This was taken as evidence that the site 
had been ploughed up until the 19th century, possibly until the time of the Inclosure of 
Long Marston.  No other significant archaeological finds or features were observed. 

DBA FW Geophys Survey Bldg Rec Post-Exc Project Type: 
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Site status: 
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Within Area of Archaeological 
Significance (No.12) 

Previous work: 
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- 

Current land use: Playing field Future work: 
(yes / no / unknown) 

No 

Monument type: - Monument period: - 
Significant finds: 
(artefact type & period) 

- 

PROJECT LOCATION 
County: Hertfordshire OS reference: 

(to at least 8 figures) 
SP 8970 1580 

District: Dacorum Parish: Tring Rural 
Site address: 
(with postcode if known) 

Sports Field, Station Road, Long Marston, Hertfordshire 

Study area: 
(sq. m. or ha) 

- Height OD: 
(metres) 

c.90 

PROJECT CREATORS 
Organisation: Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd 
Project brief originator: Kate Batt Project design originator: Calli Rouse 

Project Manager: Jonathan Hunn Director/Supervisor: Jonathan Hunn 

Sponsor / funding body: Tring Rural Parish Council 
PROJECT DATE 

Start date: 02/08/2006 End date: 21/08/2006 
PROJECT ARCHIVES 

 Location   (Accession no.) Content   (eg. pottery, animal bone, files/sheets) 

Physical: No finds 

Paper: Brief/Project Design/Report 

Digital: 

Dacorum Heritage Trust 

CD 

BIBLIOGRAPHY   (Journal/monograph, published or forthcoming, or unpublished client report) 
Title: An Archaeological Watching Brief at the Sports Field, Station Road, Long Marston, 

Hertfordshire 
Serial title & volume: ASC/751/LMS/2 
Author(s): Calli Rouse BA PIFA 
Page nos 22 Date: 24/08/06 
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Appendix 4: SMR Summary Sheet 
 
Site name and address: 

Sports Field, Station Road, Long Marston, Hertfordshire 

County: Hertfordshire District: Dacorum 

Village/Town: Long Marston Parish: Tring Rural 

Planning application reference: 

Client name, address, & tel. no: Tring Rural Parish Council 
C/o Dawn Slade 

Miswell Farm 
Icknield Way 

Tring 
Herts 

HP23 4JT 
Nature of application: Levelling of playing field 

Present land use: Playing field 

Size of application area:   n/a Size of area investigated:  n/a 

NGR (to 8 figures): SP 8970 1580 Site code: 751/LMS 

Site director/Organization:  Jonathan Hunn / ASC Ltd 

Type of work:  Earthwork survey and watching brief 

Date of work: Start: 02/08/2006 Finish: 21/08/2006 

Curating museum: Dacorum Heritage Trust 

Related SMR nos: - Periods represented: - 

Relevant previous summaries/reports - 

Summary of fieldwork results: 
 
During August 2006, an earthwork survey and archaeological watching brief were carried out 
at the Sports Field, Station Road, Long Marston, Hertfordshire, in advance of and during 
works to level the playing field.  The survey recorded the presence of seven degraded ridges 
and their associated furrows, on a north east/south west alignment within the boundaries of 
the site.  The watching brief noted the presence of post medieval debris, such as tile 
fragments, oyster shells, slate and willow pattern pottery, within the subsoil and spoil heaps.  
This was taken as evidence that the site had been ploughed up until the 19th century, 
possibly until the time of the Inclosure of Long Marston.  No other significant archaeological 
finds or features were observed. 
 

Author: Calli Rouse BA PIFA Date: 24/08/06 
 


