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Figure 1:  General location (scale 1:25,000)
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Summary
In February 2006, Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd. (ASC) undertook a 
watching brief at The Dell, Brown’s Spring, Potten End, Hertfordshire. The site was in 
proximity to previous finds of ceramic material, relating to the medieval ceramic industry in 
Potten End. The premature erection of wall footings noted during the first visit on 13th

February 2006 meant that a revised strategy was implemented on a subsequent visit of 21st

February 2006, with a klargester pit and connecting service trench observed for 
archaeological deposits. Despite an examination of spoil from the excavation of the footing 
trenches and observation of the pit and service trench, no archaeological deposits were seen. 

1 Introduction 
1.1 In February  2006 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out a 

watching brief at The Dell, Brown’s Spring (NGR TL 02115 09199: Fig. 1).  The 
project was commissioned by Mr. Neil Kelly, and was carried out according to a brief 
(Batt 2006) prepared on behalf of the local planning authority (LPA), Dacorum, by 
their archaeological advisor (AA), Hertfordshire County Council Historic 
Environment Office.  The relevant planning application reference is 4/2637/05. 

1.2 Planning Background 

This watching brief has been required as a planning condition under the terms of 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (PPG16), in response to proposals for the 
construction of extensions to the existing property

1.3 Location and Description

The site consists of a single house, located on Brown’s Spring, Potten End. Access is 
via Brown’s Spring. The development consists of extensions to the east, north and 
west of the existing property. The site is centred on grid reference TL 02115 09199. 

1.5 Geology & Topography 

The soils of the area are of the Charity 2 Association, and are defined as well drained 
flinty fine silty soils in valley bottoms.  Calcareous fine silty soils over chalk or chalk 
rubble on valley sides, sometimes shallow.  The underlying geology consists of flinty 
and chalky drift over chalk (Soil Survey, 1983, 571m).

1.6 Archaeological and Historical Background 

The community of Potten End came into being around the beginning of the nineteenth 
century and was not mentioned in Kelly’s Directory as a village separate from Little 
Potten End until 1874. The name ‘Pottern End’, meaning in old English a building 
used for storing pots and jars was first used in a document in 1726. 

Sherds of medieval pottery have been found in two locations at Potten End, one at 
Binghams Park c.900m northeast from the area of proposed development and another 
near Potten End Farm c.300m to the east, suggesting the possible existence of a kiln in 
the vicinity of the site. Medieval ceramic production in Potten End, producing not just 
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decorative tiles but tiles and bricks for building could be described as the ‘forerunner’ 
of the nineteenth century brickworks, which by 1871 was a flourishing industry. This 
boom was however short lived, as rising transport costs and competition from larger 
brickworks put an end to this industry at Potten End before the end of the nineteenth 
century (Hastie and Spain 1996 pp.178-79) 
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Figure 2:  Site plan (scale 1:1250)

Figure 3:  Plan of house (D), showing extensions (C), service trench (B) and klargester pit 
(A) (scale 1:500)
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2 Aims & Methods 

2.1 Aims

As described in the brief (Section 1), the aims of the watching brief were: 

�� To ensure the archaeological monitoring of all aspects of the development
programme likely to affect archaeological remains.

�� To secure the adequate recording of any archaeological remains revealed 
by the development programme.

�� To secure the analysis, conservation and long-term storage of any 
artefactual/ecofactual material recovered from the site. 

2.2 Standards

The work conformed to the project design, to the relevant sections of the Institute of 
Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct (IFA 2000) and Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA
2001), to the Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers East of 
England Region Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (ALGAO
2003), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s own Operations Manual.

2.3 Methods

The work was carried out according to the brief (Section 3), which required: 

�� The monitoring and recording on all stages of the development involving 
substantial ground disturbance, in this case the excavation of foundation 
trenches for both extensions to the existing property. 

2.4 Constraints

The original object of the watching brief, to observe the excavation of the footing 
trenches for extensions to the west, east and north of the existing property could not be 
carried out, as these had already been dug and footings partially built at the time of the 
first monitoring visit. 

As a result of this constraint, it was agreed with the Historic Environment Officer for
Hertfordshire County Council to examine the klargester pit situated to the northwest 
of the house for archaeological deposits and to observe the excavation of the 
southeast-northwest aligned service trench connecting the pit to the house (Figure 3). 
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3 Results 

3.1 Two visits were made to the site, on the 13th February and 21st February 2006.  No 
archaeological deposits were observed on either occasion.

3.2 Although the footing trenches were not observed during the first visit, spoil heaps 
were examined and no pre-modern finds were recovered. During the second visit, a 
shallow southeast-northwest aligned service trench measuring c.6m in length and 
c.0.37m in depth, bottomed in brownish, pebbly subsoil, and a klargester pit of c.1.8m
square and c.1.4m deep, dug into the natural yellowish brown pebbly clay were 
observed and found to be negative for archaeological deposits. 

3.3 Archaeological Impact of the Development

From the results obtained from the watching brief, it is possible to surmise that there is 
unlikely to have been a significant level of past human activity on the site, and that the 
archaeological impact of the development has been minimal.

3.4 Confidence Rating

The weather during both monitoring visits was dry and despite the premature erection 
of the extension footings, cooperation during implementation of the revised brief was 
received. The confidence rating for the results of this watching brief is high. 
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Plate 1:  View of the development from the 
southeast

Plate 2:  View of the north western end of the house 

Plate 3:  Detail of the constructed footings for the
northwestern extension 

Plate 4:  View of the southeast-northwest aligned 
service trench 

Plate 5:  Detail of the service trench 
Plate 6:  View of the southern corner of the klargester 

pit
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5. Archive 

5.1 The project archive will comprise:

1. Brief 
2. Initial Report
3. Site Monitoring Sheets 
4. List of photographs/slides 
5. Colour slides
6. B/W prints & negatives 
7. CDROM with copies of all digital files. 

5.2 The archive will be deposited with Dacorum Heritage Trust. 
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Appendix 1: Monitoring Sheets 
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Appendix 2 List of Photographs 

SITE NAME: The Dell, Brown’s Spring, Potten End, Hertfordshire SITE NO/CODE: 772/PED 
Shot B&W Slide Digital Subject

1   � General view of house (21/02/06) 
2 �  � Shot of  southeast-northwest aligned service trench (21/02/06) 
3   � Closer view of service trench (21/02/06) 
4 �  � View of southern corner of klargester pit (21/02/06) 
5   � General view of house (13/02/06) 
6   � View of house (13/02/06) 
7   � View of construction work (13/02/06) 
8   � View of construction work (13/02/06) 
9   � View of construction work (13/02/06) 

10   � Close up of wall footings for extensions to the north and west of the 
property (13/02/06) 
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Appendix 4: SMR Summary Sheet 
Site name and address: The Dell, Brown’s Spring, Potten End, Hertfordshire 

 

County: Hertfordshire District: Dacorum 

Village/Town: Potten End Parish: Nettleden with Potten 

Planning application reference: 4/2637/05 

Client name, address, & tel. no: Neil Kelly, 18 Dunstable Road, Toddington, Bedfordshire 
LU5 6DR 

Nature of application: extension of existing property to the north, east and west 

Present land use: Residential 

Size of application area:   n/a Size of area investigated:  n/a 

NGR (to 8 figures): TL 02115 09199  Site code: 772/PED 

Site director/Organization:  Jonathan Hunn / ASC Ltd 

Type of work:  Watching Brief 

Date of work: Start: 13th February 2006 Finish: 21st February 2006 

Curating museum Dacorum Heritage Trust: 

Related SMR nos: - Periods represented: - 

Relevant previous summaries/reports - 

Summary of fieldwork results: 
In February 2006, Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd. (ASC) undertook a 
watching brief at The Dell, Brown’s Spring, Potten End, Hertfordshire. The site was in 
proximity to previous finds of ceramic material, relating to the medieval ceramic
industry in Potten End. The premature erection of wall footings noted during the first 
visit on 13th February 2006 meant that a revised strategy was implemented on a 
subsequent visit of 21st February 2006, with a klargester pit and connecting service 
trench observed for archaeological deposits. Despite an examination of spoil from the 
excavation of the footing trenches and observation of the pit and service trench, no 
archaeological deposits were seen. 

Author: Elizabeth Gill  Date: 2nd March 2006 
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