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Figure 1:  General location (scale 1:25,000) 
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Summary 
During March 2006, ASC Ltd undertook a watching brief on land to the rear of The 
Strawberry Tree Restaurant, Radwell Road, Milton Ernest, Bedfordshire.  The work was 
commissioned in advance of residential development.  The excavation of the footing trenches 
was observed, but no archaeological finds or features were noted. 
 
1 Introduction 
1.1 In March 2006 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out a 

watching brief at Strawberry Tree Cottage, Milton Ernest, Befordshire (NGR 
03/01530/FUL: Fig. 1).  The project was commissioned by Mr Jeff Knowles, and was 
carried out according to a standard project design (Rouse 2005) prepared on behalf of 
the local planning authority (LPA), Bedford Borough Council, by their archaeological 
advisor (AA), Bedfordshire County Archaeological Officer.  The relevant planning 
application reference is 03/01530/FUL. 

 
1.2 Planning Background 

This watching brief has been required as a planning condition under the terms of 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (PPG16), in response to proposals for the 
construction of a bungalow and garden with associated access.  An archaeological 
evaluation of the site prior to development was carried out by ASC in 2005 (Wilson 
2005).  Its findings are summarised in para. 3.7 of this report. 

 
1.3 Location 

The development site is located in the centre of Milton Ernest, on the southern side of 
Radwell Road (Fig. 1), at NGR TL 0172 5602. 
 

1.4 Description 

The site is surrounded to the west and east by housing, and to the south by fields.  
Access to the site is from the north, from Radwell Road (Fig. 2).  The site is within the 
bounds of the rear garden of 3 Radwell Road.  There are no buildings within the 
boundaries of the garden. 
 

1.5 Geology & Topography 

The soils of the area are of the Moreton Association, and the underlying geology 
consists of Jurassic clay and limestone.  The underlying soils are characterised as well 
drained calcareous clayey and fine loamy soils over limestone, in places shallow and 
brashy.  Some deeper slowly permeable calcareous clayey soils (Soil Survey, 1983, 
511b).  The site lies at an elevation of c.45m AOD. 
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Figure 2:  Site plan  (scale 1:1250) 
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2 Aims & Methods 

2.1 Aims 

As agreed with the AA, the aims of the watching brief were: 

• to establish the date, nature and extent of activity or occupation in the 
development site; 

• to establish the relationship of any remains found to the surrounding 
contemporary landscapes; 

• to recover artefacts to assist in the development of type series within the 
region; 

• to recover palaeo-environmental remains to determine local environmental 
conditions. 

 
2.2 Standards 

The work conformed to the project design, to the relevant sections of the Institute of 
Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct (IFA 2000) and Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA 
2001), to the Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers East of 
England Region Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (ALGAO 
2003), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s own Operations Manual. 

 
2.3 Methods 

The work was carried out according to a standard method statement, which required: 

• a programme of archaeological observation, investigation and recording 
during groundworks. 

• any ground disturbance likely to have an impact on archaeological deposits 
to be undertaken under the supervision of a competent archaeologist. 

• The investigation and recording of encountered archaeological deposits 
and their relationships. 
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3 Archaeological & Historical Background 

The Bedfordshire Historic Environment Record (HER) maintains a listing of all the known 
archaeological and historical sites in Bedfordshire, and is used as the primary source for rapid 
historical research within the county. 
 
3.1 Prehistoric  (before 43 AD) 

There is no record of any human activity pre-dating the Roman period within the 
village of Milton Ernest and its surrounding area.  The only possible exception is an 
undated cropmark c.700m to the north east of the site, possibly showing a large 
rectilinear enclosure (HER3309). 

 
3.3 Roman  (AD43-c.450) 

Less than 300m to the south west of the proposed development is the site of a possible 
Roman ford and associated Roman coins (HER1325), while c.300m to the east of the 
site, a dense scatter of Roman pottery was found on Bedford Road (HER1937): 
(Simco, 1984, 112).  Approximately 400m further to the east of the proposed 
development is the site of a Roman ditch, within which Roman brick was found 
during the construction of the Milton Ernest Water Pipeline (HER16127) (BCCAS, 
95/21). 

 
3.4 Saxon and Medieval   (c.450-1500) 

There is no evidence for Saxon activity within Milton Ernest and its surrounding area.  
There appears to have been a settlement in the area since the early medieval period, to 
the east and north east of the current village is the site of a Deserted Medieval Village 
(DMV), which is listed as a Scheduled Ancient Monument (HER1323).  The 
development site itself falls within the bounds of the medieval village settlement of 
Milton Ernest (HER17057).  To the east of the proposed development, c.600m away, 
pieces of slag (iron smelting debris) thought to date to the medieval period or earlier 
were dug out of a permanent ley (Hutching, 1969, 75).  Closer to the site, at 42 
Radwell Road, a medieval Papal Bull of Clement V (1305 – 1314) was found 
(HER16031) (Beds Arch, 1991,75). 
 

3.6 Post-Medieval (1500-1900) 
The HER records several sites in the area surrounding Milton Ernest from the post-
medieval period.  c.400m to the north west of the proposed development is a clay pit, 
recorded in 1708 as ‘Claypitt Furlong’ (HER9891).  Less than c.300m to the south of 
the proposed development is an area marked ‘North Warren’ and ‘South Warren’ on 
the 1803 Enclosure Map (HER9892).  The 1803 Enclosure Award also mentions the 
Milton Ernest Work House (HER1884), which was located close to the proposed 
development.  To the south east of the site, c.500m away, is the site of a sand pit, 
which was marked on the First Edition Ordnance Survey map (HER2981).  Post 
medieval features were also noted during the construction of the Milton Ernest Water 
Pipeline, which were deemed to be associated with demolished buildings and 
agricultural activity (HER16128) (BCCAS, 95/21). 
 
There are a large number of listed buildings within the village of Milton Ernest.  
Milton Ernest Hall (HER1093) was built 1853-58 by William Butterfield, and is 
Grade I listed.  There are also several listed buildings on Radwell Road.  25 Radwell 
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Road, known as Swan House (HER5783), is a Grade II listed C18 red brick house.  15 
Radwell Road (HER5784) dates to the C17 – C18 and is Grade II listed.  Most 
significantly, 3 Radwell Road (HER5785), the building attached to the plot of the 
proposed development, is also a C17 – C18 Grade II listed building. 
 

3.7 Previous Archaeological Work 
During September 2005, ASC Ltd undertook an evaluation on the site (Wilson 2005).  
The work was requested by the AA to inform proposals for residential development.  
Four trenches were excavated.  A small stone-built oven or kiln was revealed in one of 
the trenches.  Despite total excavation no indication of its date or function was 
established but it probably pre-dates the 19th century.  A second scooped area of 
burning and a shallow east – west ditch or gully were also exposed during the 
evaluation. 
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4 Results and Conclusions 
4.1 A single monitoring visit was made to the site on 20th March 2006.  
 
4.2 The site had already been stripped of c.0.3m of dark brownish black silty loam topsoil 

prior to excavation of the footing trenches. The stratigraphy observed in the trench 
sections consisted of c.0.4m of topsoil and subsoil and c.1.6m of natural mid yellowish 
brown silty sand with patches of mid brownish grey silty clay (Plates 3 & 4).  Some 
sections of the footing trenches were excavated down to the top of the natural 
limestone bedrock. 

 
4.3 A well was observed towards the middle of the footing trenches, lined with Victorian 

red brick and filled with brick and porcelain tile rubble, petrol cans and plastic debris 
(Plates 5 & 6).  No other archaeological features or deposits were observed on the 
stripped area or within the footing trenches. 

 
4.4 No trace of the features noted in the evaluation was apparent during the watching 

brief, suggesting that they were perhaps less substantial than the evaluation report had 
indicated. 

 
4.5 Confidence Rating 

The watching brief visit was made on a damp, overcast day.  Full co-operation was 
received from the contractors on site.  A high confidence rating is therefore given to 
the project. 
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Plate 1:  View of the site prior  to excavation of 

footing trenches 

 
Plate 2: View of the site during excavation of 

the footing trenches  

 
Plate 3:  NW facing section at the SW end of the 

site 

 
P  late 4: NW facing section at the eastern edge of

the site  

 
Plate 5:  Post excavation view of the post medieval 

well 

 
Plate 6:  SW facing section of well with footing 

trench running through the middle 
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7. Archive 

7.1 The project archive will comprise: 
 
1. Initial Report 
2. Site Monitoring Sheets 
3. Site record drawings 
4. List of photographs/slides 
5. Colour slides 
6. B/W prints & negatives 
7. CDROM with copies of all digital files. 

 
7.2 The archive will be deposited with Bedford Museum 
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