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Figure 1:  General location (scale 1:25,000) 
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Summary 

In September 2007 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd. undertook a watching brief 
(ASC) on land adjacent to Mill Farm, Mill Lane, Water Eaton, Bletchley, Milton Keynes in 
advance of the construction of a large detached property. Three visits were made to this site 
and all footing trenches were observed. No archaeological remains were found. 
 
 

1 Introduction 

1.1 In September 2007 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out a 
watching brief at Mill Farm, Mill Road, Water Eaton, Bletchley, Milton Keynes (NGR 
SP 8826 3294: Fig. 1).  The project was commissioned by SG Properties Ltd., and the 
work was agreed on behalf of the local planning authority (LPA), Milton Keynes 
Council, by their archaeological advisor (AA), the Milton Keynes Archaeological 
Officer. The relevant planning application reference is 06/01283/FUL. 

 
1.2 Planning Background 

This watching brief has been required as a planning condition under the terms of 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (PPG16), in response to proposals for the 
construction of a large detached dwelling. 
 

1.3 Location and Description 

The site is situated on the western edge of Bletchley and Water Eaton, in the 
administrative district of Milton Keynes, c. 2km E of Bletchley centre. The area of the 
watching brief consists of an irregularly shaped piece of land adjacent to the W side of 
Mill Farm House. Buildings that recently occupied the land have been demolished and 
there are large piles of bricks on the site. Access is gained via Mill Lane at the eastern 
end of the site, which forms the northern boundary of the site. The site is at an 
elevation of c.73m OD 

 
1.5 Geology & Topography 

The soils are described as the Hanslope Association, which comprises slowly 
permeable calcareous clayey soils.  Some slowly permeable non-calcareous clayey 
soils.  Slight risk of water erosion.  (Soil Survey 1983, 411d). 
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SITE 

 

Figure 2:  Site plan  (scale 1:5000) 
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   Figure 3:  Plan of development (not to scale)
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2 Aims & Methods 

2.1 Aims 

As agreed with the AA, the aims of the watching brief were: 

• To ensure any archaeological features were fully recorded and interpreted 
• To ensure any significant evidence was recorded and analysed to 

appropriate standards 
 
2.2 Standards 

The work conformed to the project design, to the relevant sections of the Institute of 
Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct (IFA 2000) and Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA 
2001), to the Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers East of 
England Region Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (ALGAO 
2003), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s own Operations Manual. 

 
2.3 Methods 

The work was carried out as agreed with the AA: 

• A programme of archaeological observation, investigation and recording 
during any development works likely to affect archaeological remains. 
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3 Archaeological & Historical Background 

CAS= County Archaeological Service 

3.1  Bletchley is an area of considerable archaeological and historical importance. 
The site has the potential to reveal evidence of a variety of periods but the 
focus of attention is likely to lie in the Roman period. 
 

3.2  A variety of prehistoric finds are known in the Ouzel valley, but remains of this 
period are not known from the site. Late Iron Age settlement is known from the 
Lakes Estate, Bletchley (CAS no. 303500000) and also near the development 
area. Further settlement of the period has been recorded at Saffron Gardens 
c.400m north of the site. Late Iron Age pottery has also been recorded in a field 
on the east side of Stoke Road, c.550m SW of the site (CAS 305501001). 
 

3.3  The area was of considerable importance during the Roman period, notably due 
to the existence of a major road, now known as Watling Street, which passed 
c.900m northeast of the site. The road and river valley attracted settlement 
during this period and the small Roman town of Magiovinium was situated 
c.400m north of the site (Neal 1987). A number of Roman coins have been 
recorded in a field c.600m south of the site (CAS 305500000). 
 

3.4  The west side of the site is c.50m from the Grand Union Canal. This was 
opened in 1797 as the Grand Junction Canal as far as Fenny Stratford and was 
a major impetus for the economic development of Bletchley and the 
surrounding area. The works associated with the canal may have caused 
localised disturbance to the site, but the area has probably always comprised 
open ground. It is shown on the Bletchley tithe map (1813), and comprised two 
separate land parcels. The same layout is recorded on the 1885 edition 
Ordnance Survey map. 
 

 
3.5  During December 2005 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd 

undertook archaeological excavation of a 3500 sq m area at land adjacent to 
Stoke Road, Water Eaton, Bletchley, Milton Keynes. The excavation followed 
a program of evaluation which had located ditches and pits containing mid 
Saxon pot sherds. Removal of the topsoil revealed ditches, gullies, pits, post 
holes and one sunken featured building which defined the position of fenced 
boundaries, structures, an enclosure and an appended field system. The 
assemblage of potsherds recovered from excavated features was small but 
suggests that the majority of the archaeological features may date to the mid 
Saxon period. The recovered finds, excavated archaeological features and 
environmental evidence appear to identify the location of a short lived 
farmstead occupied during the 8th – 9th centuries.  
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4. Results 
 

4.1 Three visits were made to the site on the 10th 11th and 12th of September 2007. During 
these visits all the footing trenches for the development were observed. 

 
4.2 All footing trenches were dug to a maximum depth of c.1.35m into natural geology 

and contained the same stratum throughout. This consisted of natural mid yellowish 
brown silty clay with frequent calcareous inclusions overlain by mixed re-deposited 
natural and mid brownish grey silty loam topsoil. The maximum depth of this layer 
across the footing trenches was c.1.30m toward the NE corner of site. The minimum 
depth was c.0.9m towards the western end of the development. 

 
4.3 Walls from the recently demolished outbuildings were visible in sections across the 

footing trenches (Plate 2) and large piles of bricks from this process were present on 
site (Plate 6). 

 
4.4 No archaeology was observed during this watching brief. 
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Plate 1:  Looking NW towards Mill Farm House 

Plate 2: E facing section of footing trench 
showing wall foundations of recently demolished 

building      1m scale 

Plate 3:  W facing section through footing 
trenches 1m scale Plate 4: View NE across the footing trenches  

Plate 5:  E facing section showing more bricks 
from demolished buildings 

Plate 6:  View of the western end of the site and 
the large amount of bricks from the demolished 

buildings 
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5. Conclusions 

5.1 The outbuildings recently demolished on the site are present on the 1892 Ordnance 
Survey map of the area and examination of bricks from the footing trenches confirms 
that they are of modern date. 

 
5.2 It is likely that the footing trenches for these previous outbuildings have disturbed the 

entire area of the ground covered by the footprint of the proposed development. It is 
therefore unlikely that archaeological remains, if present have survived in the study 
area and the archaeological impact of the development is judged to be minimal. 

 
5.3 It is possible that archaeology may survive outside the study area and this should be 

taken into account if further development is planned in the vicinity. 
 
5.4 Confidence Rating 

This watching brief was undertaken in warm, dry weather with partly sunny skies by 
an experienced archaeologist. Full co-operation was received from the contractors and 
subsequently the confidence rating attached to the project is high. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Mill Farm, Mill Lane, Water Eaton, Bletchley, Milton Keynes Watching Brief Report 
971/BMF 

© ASC Ltd 2007  Page 12 

6. Acknowledgements 

The writer is grateful to SG Properties Ltd. for commissioning Archaeological Services and 
Consultancy Ltd. (ASC) to carry out this project. The help and advice of Nick Crank, 
Archaeological Officer for Milton Keynes Council is also gratefully acknowledged. 
 
Lizzie Gill BSc PgDip, on behalf of ASC Ltd., carried out the monitoring visits, and wrote 
this report. David Fell MA MIFA managed the project and edited this report. 
 
 

7. Archive 

7.1 The project archive will comprise: 
 
1. Initial Report 
2. Clients site plans 
3. Site Monitoring Sheets 
4. List of photographs 
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6. CDROM with copies of all digital files. 

 
 
7.2 The archive will be deposited with Buckinghamshire County Museum. 
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Appendix 1: Monitoring Sheets 

 



Mill Farm, Mill Lane, Water Eaton, Bletchley, Milton Keynes Watching Brief Report 
971/BMF 

© ASC Ltd 2007  Page 15 

 



Mill Farm, Mill Lane, Water Eaton, Bletchley, Milton Keynes Watching Brief Report 
971/BMF 

© ASC Ltd 2007  Page 16 

 



Mill Farm, Mill Lane, Water Eaton, Bletchley, Milton Keynes Watching Brief Report 
971/BMF 

© ASC Ltd 2007  Page 17 

 



Mill Farm, Mill Lane, Water Eaton, Bletchley, Milton Keynes Watching Brief Report 
971/BMF 

© ASC Ltd 2007  Page 18 

Appendix 2: List of Photographs 
 
SITE NAME: Mill Farm, Mill Road, Water Eaton, Bletchley, Milton Keynes SITE NO/CODE: 971/BMF 

Shot  B&W Digital Subject 

1   Looking NW towards Mill Farm House 
2   E facing section of footing trench showing wall foundations of recently 

demolished building      1m scale 
3   W facing section through footing trenches 1m scale 
4   View NE across the footing trenches 
5   E facing section showing more bricks from demolished buildings 
6   View of the western end of the site and the large amount of bricks from the 

demolished buildings 
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