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Site

Figure 1:  General location (Scale 1:25,000)
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Summary

In September 2007, Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd. undertook an evaluation at 
26-30 Blythe Hill Lane, Catford, London. The client, without archaeological supervision, 
excavated one ‘T’ shaped evaluation trench. The sections of this showed disturbed 
stratigraphy and modern rubble likely to be a result of terracing. One large pit filled with 
modern brick rubble was also noted in the NW half of the trench. No archaeological remains 
were observed and it is unlikely that significant archaeology is present on the site. 

1 Introduction 
1.1 In September 2007 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out an 

evaluation at 28-30 Blythe Hill Lane, Catford (NGR TQ 3672 7348: Fig. 1).  The 
project was commissioned by Total Properties SE Ltd, and was carried out according 
to instruction given on behalf of the local planning authority (LPA), London Borough 
of Lewisham, by their archaeological advisor (AA), Greater London Archaeological 
Advisory Service (GLAAS), and a project design prepared by ASC (970/CBH/01).  
The relevant planning application references are 04/55859 & 04/57728

1.2 Planning Background 
This evaluation was required under the terms of Planning Policy Guidance Note 16
(PPG16), in response to proposals for the construction of three two-storey houses.

1.3 Location & Description

The site is situated in southeast London, in the borough of Lewisham (Fig. 1). It 
comprises a rectangular plot of land, on the west side of Blythe Hill Lane, opposite 
Winterbourne Road and is centred on Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference TQ 
3672 7348 (Fig. 2). The site is in a disused condition and comprises an area of hard 
standing and demolished garages.

1.4 Services, Buildings, Access, Etc

The site is located to the rear of houses on Ravensbourne Road, and is currently 
occupied by garages.  Access to the site will be from Blythe Hill Lane.  Service plans 
have not been provided.

1.5 Geology & Topography

The site lies within an urban area and the natural soils have not been mapped. It is flat 
and the surrounding area has been terraced, visible in the south eastern half of the site 
which is c.1.2m lower than the north western half (see fig.3 and plate 4).  The natural 
topography rises to the north, towards Honor Oak Park and the site lies at an elevation 
of c. 35m OD.
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SITE TRENCH

Figure 2:  Site plan (scale 1:1250) 
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Figure 2:  Site plan showing location of trench 1 (scale 1:200)

© ASC Ltd 2007 Page 6



26-30 Blythe Hill Lane, Catford, London Archaeological Evaluation Report 
970/CBH

© ASC Ltd 2007 Page 7

2 Aims & Methods 

2.1 Aims

The aims of the evaluation were: 

�� To gather sufficient information to generate a reliable predictive model of the 
extent, character, date, state of preservation and depth of burial of any 
archaeological remains (and associated paleo-environmental deposits) within the 
site.  In this case the following specific objective was identified: 

�� To establish whether there is evidence for the presence of the Roman road and any 
associated roadside activity 

2.2 Standards

The work conformed to the project design (Barclay 2007), to the relevant sections of 
the Institute of Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct (IFA 2000) and Standard & 
Guidance Notes (IFA 2001), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s own Operations
Manual.

2.3 Methods

The work was carried out as follows: 

�� Excavation of a trial trench in the open area in front of the existing garages 
�� Excavation of a ‘T’ shaped trench measuring 11m x 0.6m 9mx 0.6m. 

2.4 Constraints

The evaluation was not carried out according to the project design (Barclay 2007), as 
the client excavated the trench himself without archaeological supervision. It was not 
located as suggested in the project design and it was dug using a machine with a 0.6m 
wide toothed bucket, instead of a 1.6m wide flat ditching bucket. 
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3 Archaeological & Historical Background

SMR = Sites and Monuments Record number 

1.4.1 Catford is an area of considerable interest.  Little archaeological work has 
taken place in the vicinity of the site and the area probably comprised open 
ground until the late 19th century. 

1.4.2 The principal significance of the site is its proximity to a major Roman road 
(Fig. 2). Blythe Hill Lane follows the approximate route of the Roman road 
linking Londinium (London) with Lewis (Viatores route 14; OS 1979; Margery 
1948). Road surfaces have been recorded c.1km north of the site in Blythe Hill 
Fields (SMR 436 and 1869). The significance of the Roman road has been 
recognised by the local authority and is designated as an Archaeological
Priority Area.

1.4.3 The alignment of the Roman road in this area was preserved as a track and 
footpath and the present Blythe Hill Lane was laid out on this line during the 
19th century (Godfrey 2005). Stanstead Road, which is the principal east to 
west route through and the area lies to the south of the Blythe Hill Lane, and 
may also be an early route. 

1.4.3 The Lord of the Manor, the Earl of Dartmouth, introduced a bill to Parliament 
for the enclosure of the area in 1810 and received a substantial share of the 
land allotments. Many of the housing developments in the area commenced 
after the enclosure. Ravensbourne Road and its associated housing lies 
immediately to the west of the site and was constructed in 1825. For the 
remainder of the 19th century the site formed parts of the rear gardens of two 
semi-detached houses on the east side of Ravensbourne Road. The houses 
currently occupying the west side of Blythe Hill Lane were probably 
constructed during the first half of the 20th century. 

1.4.4 The site was occupied by a row of garages, which have recently been 
demolished. These were probably constructed during the 1960s or 1970s. The 
site may also have been terraced. 
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4 Results 
General

4.1 The client machine excavated one trench using a toothed bucket (Fig. 2). This was ‘T’ 
shaped and placed in the upper part of the site, parallel to the frontings of the 
demolished garages on a NW-SE alignment with the right angled part aligned SW-NE. 
A large amount of brick rubble and refuse covered the surface surrounding the trench. 

4.2 The southeastern end of the site was c.1.2m lower than the northeastern half as a result 
of terracing. It was not possible to excavate a trench in the SE half due to health and 
safety concerns. 

Detailed information regarding the trial trench and its contents appears in Appendix 1. 

Trench / 1 (Fig. 2: Plates 1,2,3,4,6) 
Dimensions: 11m x 0.6m 9mx 0.6m 
Description: The stratigraphy of the trench consisted of 0.3m of mid grey silty clay with 

frequent inclusions of modern brick, tile, coke and plastic fragments (101) 
overlying a 0.1m thick layer of modern crushed brick (102) which in turn 
overlies a 0.6m thick layer of mid brownish clay re-deposited natural geology 
with inclusions of brick fragments (103). Underlying this is mid yellowish 
brown London clay which comprises the natural strata (plate 3). 

 A large pit [104] (plate 4) covered the NW most arm of the trench. This was 
c. 5m in diameter and filled with mid brown clay with inclusions of modern 
brick (105). Natural geology (106) was reached at c.0.9m in all areas of the 
trench excluding the area of the pit [104]. 

Figure 3:  Sections of trench 1 showing stratigraphy down to the natural geology (A) and pit 
[104] (B) (scale 1:20)
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Plate 1:  Looking NW down trench 1 Plate 2:  Looking SE down trench 1 

Plate 3:  View of SE and NE facing sections Plate 4:  Looking SE down trench 1 

Plate 5: View towards SW corner of site Plate 6:  View towards SE end of site 
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5. Conclusions 

5.1 Although the evaluation trench was not positioned as the project design suggested or 
dug under archaeological supervision, it is unlikely that this has unduly affected the 
findings of this evaluation. No archaeology was observed. 

5.2 The layers of modern material observed in trench 1 (plate 3) suggest that the site has 
been subject to previous disturbance likely to have occurred when the area was 
terraced.

5.3 The southeastern part of the site is considerably lower than the north eastern half and 
has clearly undergone extensive terracing. It is likely that this half of the site would 
have similar stratigraphy to that seen in trench 1. 

5.4 The large pit [104] in the NW half of the trench is filled with brick rubble and clearly 
of modern date. It is probably a dump relating to the terracing of the site. 

5.5 Significant archaeological features were not observed in the trench. While the 
existence of individual isolated archaeological features away from the trench cannot 
be specifically excluded, it is unlikely that large numbers of archaeological features 
are present on the site. It is unlikely that the proposed development will have a 
significant impact on archaeological remains. 

5.6 Confidence Rating 

The trench was recorded on a dry but cloudy day by experienced archaeologists. 
Consequently the confidence rating for this evaluation is high. 
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7. Archive 

7.1 The project archive will comprise: 

1. Project Design 
2. Initial Report 
3. Clients site plans 
4. Site records 
5. List of photographs 
6. B/W prints & negatives 
7. CDROM with copies of all digital files. 

7.2 The archive will be deposited with Museum of London. 
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