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Figure 1:  General location  (scale 1:25,000) 
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Summary 

In September 2007, Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd. undertook a watching brief 
on the Court Road Replacement Main Project in Cranfield, Bedfordshire on behalf of Anglian 
Water Services Ltd (AWSL)., as part of their statutory obligation towards the environment. 
Four monitoring visits were made to the site and all excavated trenches were observed. No 
archaeological remains were encountered during this project. 
 
 

1 Introduction 

1.1 In September 2007 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out a 
watching brief at Court Road Replacement Main, Cranfield, Bedfordshire (NGR SP 
9562 4194: Fig. 1).  Anglian Water Services Ltd. commissioned the project, and the 
work was agreed on behalf of the local planning authority (LPA), Mid Bedfordshire 
District Council, by their archaeological advisor (AA), Bedfordshire County Council 
Heritage and Environment Section, and a project design prepared by ASC.   

 
1.2 Planning Background 

This watching brief has been commissioned and carried out as part of Anglian Water 
Services Ltd. statutory obligation towards the environment. 

 
1.3 Location & Description 

The water main to be replaced is located within Court Road, in the south eastern part 
of the village of Cranfield.  Cranfield Airfield is located c.500m to the west of the site 
(Fig. 1). 

 
 

1.4 Geology & Topography 

The soils of the area are likely to be of the Hanslope Association, which comprises 
slowly permeable calcareous clayey soils.  Some slowly permeable non-calcareous 
clayey soils.  Slight risk of water erosion.  The underlying geology is likely to 
comprise chalky till.  The site lies at an elevation of c.110m AOD. 
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Figure 2:  Site plan showing route of water main (scale 1:2500) 
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2 Aims & Methods 

2.1 Aims 

In line with the requirements of the AA, the aims of the watching brief were: 

• To determine and understand the nature, function and character of an 
archaeological site in its cultural and environmental setting. 

• To establish the date, nature and extent of activity or occupation in the 
development site. 

• To establish the relationship of any remains found to the surrounding 
contemporary landscapes. 

• To recover artefacts to assist in the development of the type series within 
the region. 

• To recover paleo-environmental remains to determine local 
 
2.2 Standards 

The work conformed to the project design, to the relevant sections of the Institute of 
Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct (IFA 2000) and Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA 
2001), to the Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers East of 
England Region Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (ALGAO 
2003), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s own Operations Manual. 

 
 
2.3 Methods 

In line with the requirements of the AA, the methods to be adopted for this project 
were: 
 

• A programme of archaeological observation, investigation and recording 
will be undertaken during any development works likely to affect 
archaeological remains. 
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3 Historical & Archaeological Background 

HER = Historic Environment Record 
 

3.1 The village of Cranfield is an area of considerable archaeological and historical 
importance, and has evidence of human activity dating back to early prehistoric times 
(Albion Archaeology 2005).  An evaluation carried out in 2005 to the south east of the 
route of the water main ‘…demonstrated that the…area contains archaeological 
remains, of regional significance, dating from the Iron Age, Roman, Saxo-Norman 
and medieval periods.  In particular there is evidence for Iron Age settlement, 
agricultural and funereary activity, Roman settlement activity, non-specific Saxo-
Norman activity and medieval settlement activity… Two undated inhumations were 
also identified.  These are thought to be early prehistoric in date and are of regional 
significance.’ (ibid, HER13418). 

 
3.2 To the south of the route is the site of medieval Cranfield Grange (HER14522), which 

was held by Ramsey Abbey.  It is likely to have been the most impressive medieval 
building complex in the parish (Coleman 1997); it was situated in a prominent location 
on a spur, with extensive views to the east.  It prospered in the 13th and early 14th 
centuries, but there are no post-medieval references to such a building, and the date of 
its demolition is unknown (ibid). 

 
3.3 The church of St Peter and St Paul (HER1044) and its associated churchyard 

(HER8880) are located on the southern side of the route.  The church itself dates to the 
13th and 14th centuries (Pevsner 1968), but was associated with a medieval grange 
(HER14522) (pers. comm. Stephen Coleman), implying that the existing building may 
be the successor to an earlier church. 
 

3.4 In more recent times, the village of Cranfield has been expanded, with many post 
medieval and modern additions, including the airfield located c.0.75km to the north 
west of the route. 
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4 Results 

4.1 Four visits were made to this site between 10th September and 14th September 2007. 
During these visits, all excavated trenches were observed. 

 
4.2 The method used for replacing the main, known as Pipe Busting meant that it was not 

necessary for the contractors to excavate more than the parts of the existing main that 
went around corners or where they needed to add a fixture. The new main was simply 
pushed through the old one. 

 
4.3 The route of the pipeline followed the line of an existing main for its entire length in 

Court Road and Rectory Lane. This meant that all of the trenches in both roads 
revealed backfilled material from the placement of the original main in the mid 
twentieth century.  

 
4.4 Most of the strata observed in Court Road consisted of very mixed mid brown silty 

clay containing occasional subangular gravels. The natural geology of  mid brownish 
yellow silty clay with occasional inclusions of limestone fragments was reached only 
in one trench near the church lych gate at a depth of c. 1.10m. The layers on top of this 
consisted of c.1.10m of mixed re-deposited natural and mid brown silty clay topsoil.  

 
4.5 The trenches in Rectory Lane were shallower than those in Court Road and contained 

a less mixed stratigraphy. All the trenches in this road were filled with a mid brownish 
sludgy silty clay with frequent inclusions of gravel. 

 
4.6 No archaeology was observed during this watching brief. 
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Plate 1:  Looking NW up Court Road 
Plate 2: NE facing section of trench in Court 

Road near lych gate 1m scale 

Plate 3: NE facing section of trench against 
church yard wall in Court Road Plate 4:  N corner of church from Court Road 

 
Plate 5: Looking E up Rectory Lane   

Plate 6: Fitter in action in Rectory Lane  



Court Road Replacement Main, Cranfield, Bedfordshire Watching Brief Report 
961/CCR 

© ASC Ltd 2007  Page 11 

 

 
Plate 7: NW facing section of SW end of Rectory Lane 

 
 

 
 

 
Plate 8: SE end of main replacement in Rectory Lane 
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5. Conclusions 

5.1 During the course of this watching brief no archaeological remains were observed. 
Although the full length of the existing main was not excavated, the original 
excavation of the trench for this is likely to have destroyed or at least heavily disturbed 
any archaeological remains present. 

 
5.2 It is unlikely that the replacement of this water main has disturbed significant 

archaeological deposits, however it is possible that archaeological remains survive 
outside the extent of the original trench. The archaeological impact of this water main 
replacement is judged to be minimal. 

 
5.3 Confidence Rating 
 This watching brief was undertaken in warm, dry weather with partly sunny skies by 

an experienced archaeologist. Full co-operation was received from the contractors and 
subsequently the confidence rating attached to this project is high. 
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7. Archive 

7.1 The project archive will comprise: 
 
1. Project Design 
2. Initial Report 
3. Clients site plans 
4. Site Monitoring Sheets 
5. List of photographs 
6. B/W prints & negatives 
7. CDROM with copies of all digital files. 

 
 
7.2 The archive will be deposited with Luton Museum. 
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Appendix 1: Monitoring Sheets 
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6 � � Fitter in action in Rectory Lane 
7 � � NW facing section of SW end of Rectory Lane 
8 � � SE end of main replacement in Rectory Lane 
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