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Summary

In 2007 Archaeological Services & Consultancy Lidlertook a watching brief on behalf of
Anglian Water Services Ltd following the strippiigthe easement of a water pipe line to the
west of West Bergholt, Essex. With the excepti@nsofiall area at the south end of the route,
the easement had already been stripped and disdutibe vehicle tracks, prior to the
commissioning of the watching brief. No archaeatafifeatures or artefacts were observed.

1 | ntroduction

1.1 In April 2007 Archaeological Services and Consultancy (&SC) carried out a
watching brief during the construction of a waterim at West Bergholt, near
Colchester in Essex. The project was commissionednglian Water Services Ltd
and was carried out according to a standawdf (IFA 2001) on the advice of the
archaeological advisor (AA) to the local planningtheority, Colchester Borough
Council, (letter dated August'72006).

1.2  Planning Background

This watching brief was required \nglian Water Services Ltth accordance with
their statutory environmental obligations. The warlas required as a mitigation
strategy during the construction of water pipebn&Vest Bergholt, Essex.

1.3 Location

The water main route runs through the parish of tVBesgholt, in the administrative
district of Colchester, Essex (Fig. 1). It follovesslightly sinuous north to south
course, to the west and south of the village.

The north terminus of the main is located at OrdegBurvey National Grid Reference
(NGR) TL 956 282, south east of Hall Road. The edotlows an approximately north
to south course, parallel to the Nayland Road, reefwossing a minor road linking
West Bergholt with Cook’s Hall, adjacent to Groveodd. South of Grove Wood it
follows a straight course and continues in a saatterly direction for a distance of
c.0.7km, at which point it crosses the river Colitethen continues for a further 400m,
terminating at NGR TL 959 262, adjacent to a triaekling from Chitts Hill.

1.4  Geology & Topography

The terrain is gently undulating with a variation altitude not exceeding 25m, and
falls into what is classified as th#id Essex Zone(Hunter 1999, 12). The highest
ground is to the north above the 50m contour, wihielowest is to the south, adjacent
to the river Colne at.25m OD. The northern part of the route crossels sxbithe
Hornbeam 3 Associatipmamely deep fine loamy and clayey soils, derifem
Chalky till (Soil Survey 1983, 582d). derived fro@halky till. The southern part,
which traverses the valley of the river Colne, whtomprises Fluvio-glacial drift over
Eocene clay. The soils in this area compriseWhe Associationwhich comprises
deep permeable coarse loamy soils, affected byngreater (bid, 573b).
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2

21

2.2

2.2

2.3

Aimsand Methods
Aims
The aims of the watching brief were:

« To ensure the archaeological monitoring of all atpeof the development
programme likely to affect archaeological remains.

e To secure the adequate recording of any archaealoggmains revealed by the
development programme.

* To secure the analysis, conservation and long-t&erage of any artefactual /
ecofactual material recovered from the site.

Standards

The work conformed to the project design, to tHevant sections of the Institute of
Archaeologists’Code of Conducf{IFA 2000) andStandard & Guidance Notg$A
2001), to the Association of Local Government Amtlagical Officers East of
England RegiorStandards for Field Archaeology in the East of Engl (ALGAO
2003), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s @perations Manual.

Methods
The following methods were employed for the watgHanief:

e Soil and overburden stripping under archaeologagkrvision;

* Inspection of subsoil for archaeological features;

« The excavation and recording of any archaeolodeztlires/deposits;

e Subsaoil stripping under archaeological supervision;

« Examination of the pipe trench, and recording oy axposed archaeological
deposits;

* Rapid examination of spoil heaps for archaeologitaterial,

* A programme of post-fieldwork analysis, archivinglgublication

Constraints

2.3.1 Due to a communications failure, most of inete had been before ASC was
commissioned to undertake the watching brief. lditezh, visibility over much
of the easement was severely reduced due to distoebcaused by the tracks
of construction vehicles. Only in parts of the thoend of the route, in a small
area between the river Colne and the terminus,ti&soil stripping operation
on-going.

2.3.2 Within the constraints of the ongoing workgery effort was made to look for
archaeological features and artefacts. The spaphevere visually scanned for
artefacts and the entire length of the easementwalised and visually scanned
by two archaeologists with experience of watchingfb of this type.
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3

Archaeological and Historical Background

SMR = Sites and Monuments Record number

3.1

Prehistory

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.1.4

3.1.5

3.1.6

The valley of the river Stour to the northstvef Colchester is an area of
considerable archaeological importance. A numbeardfaeological sites have
been identified in the area and the focus of istefees in the prehistoric
periods.

The south end of the route passes closeeaitler Colne. The river has
developed a distinct valley at this point and a hamof sites have been
identified close to the southern terminus of theéewanain, on the west side of
the river.

An enclosure of probable prehistoric date has kdentified through aerial
photography close to the southern terminal of tbeter (SMR 1668) and
further enclosures and a ring ditch (ploughed awiab mound) have been
identified on Chitts Hillc.0.5km west of the route (SMR 11666).

Much of the field to the east of Chitts Hill hasebesubject to quarrying, and
excavations in advance of gravel extraction revkaldBronze Age cemetery
(SMR 11660; Crummy 1977). Seven ring ditches aneér ahirty urned
cremations were identified, and it has been sugdettat the cemetery may
have had two phases, with the cremations postgl#timring ditches.

In contrast there is less evidence for the prehéstzeriods in the north half of
the route, where the water main passes througrehigtound, away from the
river valley. Flints dated to the Mesolithic or Niluic periods have been
recorded close to the northern terminus, on HaldR(&MR 12730). Iron Age
pottery has been recorded near Horsepits House ($2131). In addition, a
sub-rectangular enclosure has been identified easthof Grove Wood (SMR
14320), which may be of Iron Age date (SMR 14320).

Lexden

The area to the south of the water main route, taygely occupied by the
suburban areas of Lexden and Stanway, was of aradild importance during
the late Iron Age and was the site of @pidum(defended settlement). The
area was defined by a number of earth defencegedfto asdykes’and was
known as Camulodunum(Romanised form), meaning the ‘stronghold’ or
‘fortification’ of Camulos(Crummy 1997, 13-15; Hunter 1999, 53). The minor
road linking West Bergholt with Lexden follows treame alignment as
Gryme’s Dyke but it has not been firmly established if the ely&xtended
northwards beyond Lexden, towards Chitts Hidld, 14).
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3.2 Roman (43AD - c.450)

3.2.1 There is little evidence for Roman period aema in this area of the Colne
valley and the focus of interest in this periodksli® the south of the route.
Shortly after the Roman invasion of Britain in 43/&Cfort was constructed at
Gosbecks Farm and a legionary fortress was edtebli® the east of Lexden,
on the site of the later city of Colchesterg. Crummy 1997).

3.2.2 The Roman city of Colchest&amulodunumwas situate@d.4km southeast of
the south end of the pipeline route (Wacher 1985 as constructed on the
site of the fortress and had the status oflania

3.2.3 The Roman town lay on a major Roman road, kimown asStane StreefOS
1979), which linkedCamulodunumwith Londinium (London). The Roman
road followed the approximate line of the moderr24 and B1408 roads and
passea.1.5km south of the southern terminal of the watainm

3.3 Saxon and Medieval (c.450-1066)

3.3.1 Little is known of the West Bergholt areaidgrthe Saxon period but by the
7™ century the kingdom of the East Saxons had besatent (Hunter 1999, 66-
70). In comparison with the preceding period thsra relative lack of coinage
and ceramics and this period is often difficultttace in the archaeological
record.

3.3.2 The place-name ‘Bergholt’ may have earlyinegnd may be derived from the
Old English'beorg-holt’ meaning a copse by a hill (Ekwall 1977, 38).

3.3.3 At the time of the Domesday survey (1086) West Beltywas held by
Richardson ofCount GilbertandRoger of Poitou(Morris 1983). The number
of smallholders had increased in the twenty yesrsesthe Norman Conquest
perhaps suggests assarting in the lat8 ddntury (Fletcher 2001, 31). The
amount of woodland was assessed at 316 swine.

3.3.4 In the medieval period West Bergholt was pafCestrewald’or the wood of
Colchester (Fletcher 2001, 23-38). In the 1327 #swone of the poorest
parishes in the hundredid.) and was held by two manors with a three-field
system of husbandrjb{d.).

3.4  Post-Medieval to modern (1500 — present)

3.4.1 West Bergholt grew in prosperity in the later MieldAges due to the
development of the cloth and brick-making industrigryan 1999, 178).
Pottery was also produced in the™entury and commercial brewing
flourished (Fletcher 2001, 23-38).

3.4.2 Bergholt Hall Manor lie€.0.5km west of the north terminal of the pipelinglan
the manorial records survive from the™@&entury. In the mid-1® century it
comprised 963 acres made up of 278 acres in dem28Beacres in freehold
and 402 acres as copyhold.
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3.4.3

3.4.4

3.4.5

The layout of the area in 1777 is shown on Chaparasth Andre’s map of
Essex (Fig. 2) and shows that the principal elemehthe modern landscape
had been established by the mid't&ntury. The principal north to south route
(Chitts Hill) was in existence and a mill, labelledew Bridge Mill was
situated where the road crossed the river. Theneutif Bergholt Heath is
shown, with the road to Cooks Hall leading to thestv West Bergholt Hall is
also shown and was held ghn Hadley Esq

The first large-scale edition Ordnance Sumeay was published in 1876 (Fig.
3) and shows the layout of the area in the secaifdbhthe nineteenth century.
Most of the existing fields and land boundaries hadn laid out and the local
farms (Whitehouse Farm, Horsepits Farm, etc.) hembime established. The
map was revised in 1946 (Fig. 4) but little chagel taken place since the
previous edition.

The field between the river and Chitts Hithsvsubject to mineral extraction
during the 1970s and archaeological work took plateadvance of the

guarrying operation (above, section 3.1.4). Theryuzas now been backfilled,
but the site is visible as cropmarks on moderrabptiotographs.
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4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

Results and Conclusions

Results

Most of the route had been stripped befa&Chad been approached to undertake the
work (above, section 2.4). The entire route noftthe river had been stripped several
weeks previously, and had also been heavily distuity the movement of vehicles
along the easemer#.g.Plates 2 and 4). This seriously limited visibility

The only area where the ongoing stripping operatimmd be observed was in a short
length at the southern end of the route. The umdist natural gravel was observed
beneath the topsoil and subsoil but no archaedbgeenains were observed. This area
was adjacent to the area of known quarrying (abseetion 3.4.5) but there was little

sign of disturbance, and it is likely that the pipe easement lies to the east of the
edge of the former quarry.

In much of the northern part of the route tpeilsheaps had been compacted prior to
the commencement of the watching brief (Platesd 4n This severely restricted
visibility and considerably reduced the opportundyocate artefacts. The spoil heaps
towards the south end of the route were scannextébétie compacting operation had
been performed (Plate 2) and thus offered great&gnpal. With the exception of
obviously modern debris, no significant artefacesevobserved in the spoil heaps.

Conclusions

4.4.1 Archaeological remains were not observed duringstteevisits. Visibility over
much of the route was severely hampered due tdatttethat the route had
been stripped prior to the commencement of the himdc brief, and the
surfaces had been disturbed by the tracks of \e=hidlhe spoil heaps had also
compacted, making it difficult to spot any artefaethich may have been
disturbed during the stripping process.

4.4.2 The ongoing stripping operation was monitored falyca short area at the
southern end of the route. In this area, the nhtgravel and sand was
observed. Archaeological visibility in this area swgood. Archaeological
features and artefacts were not observed andiltely that the sites recorded
as cropmarkse(g. SMR 1668, etc.) are situated beyond the limitstref
easement. The natural strata at this end of théerappeared relatively
undisturbed, indicating that it lay beyond the tinof the quarry, which
probably did not extend as far east as the easgalemve, section 3.1.4).

4.4.3 A lesser degree of confidence should belathto the results elsewhere along
the route.
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Plate 1: View looking south from the north terminal of tfwite.

TN

Plate 2: View looking south towards the south terminalla# toute
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Plate 3: Former quarried area east of Chitts Hill

Plate 4: View looking south towards Horsepits House
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6. Archive

6.1  The project archive will comprise:

Site Monitoring Sheets

List of photographs

B/W prints & negatives

CDROM with copies of all digital files.

A\

6.2  The archive will be deposited witolchester Museunfccession number pending
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