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Site

Figure 1:  General location (scale 1:25,000) 
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Summary
Between early June and mid August 2007 a watching brief was undertaken on a development 
at 8 Russell Road, Moor Park, Hertfordshire. This consisted of an enclosed swimming pool 
cut into the gently sloping terrain. No features or artefacts were observed within or adjacent 
to the site. 

1 Introduction 
1.1 Between June and August 2007 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) 

carried out a watching brief at 8 Russell Road, Northwood, Hertfordshire (NGR TQ 
08332 93246: Fig. 1).  The project was commissioned by LP Architects on behalf of 
the client, Mr Mohammed Dewji.  The work was carried out according to a brief 
(Instone 2006) prepared on behalf of the local planning authority (LPA), Three Rivers 
District, by their archaeological advisor (AA), the Hertfordshire County Council 
Historic Environment Unit, and a project design prepared by ASC (Winter 2006).  The 
relevant planning application reference is 8/06/0324. 

1.2 Planning Background 

This watching brief has been required as a planning condition under the terms of 
Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (PPG16), in response to proposals for the 
construction of an indoor swimming pool. 

1.3 Location

The site is located in Moor Park, in the administrative district of Three Rivers, 
Hertfordshire (Fig. 1). It is situated on the north west side of Russell Road, at National 
Grid Reference (NGR) TQ 08332 93246 (Fig. 2). 

1.4 Description

The site is located in a suburban area with access from Russell Road to the east. The 
garden is mostly down to lawn and there is a belt of conifer trees immediately 
adjacent, on the northern side of the new development. 

1.5 Geology & Topography

The site is located at an elevation of c.65m OD on gently sloping terrain. The soils of 
the locality belong to the Essendon Association. These are described as being plateau 
and river terrace drift, consisting of “slowly permeable seasonally waterlogged loamy 
coarse loamy over clayey soils. Associated with similar fine loamy over clayey and 
fine silty over clayey soils” (Soil Survey 1983, 714d). 
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Figure 2:  Site plan (scale 1:1,250) 
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Figure 3:  Plan of the proposed development  (scale 1:500)
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2 Aims & Methods 

2.1 Aims

As described in the brief (Section 1), the aims of the watching brief were: 

�� To ensure the archaeological monitoring of all aspects of the development 
programme likely to affect archaeological remains. 

�� To secure the adequate recording of any archaeological remains revealed by the 
development programme. 

�� To secure the analysis, conservation and long term storage of any 
artefactual/ecofactual material recovered from the site.  

2.2 Standards

The work conformed to the project design, to the relevant sections of the Institute of 
Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct (IFA 2000) and Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA
2001), to the Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers East of 
England Region Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (ALGAO 
2003), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s own Operations Manual. 

2.3 Methods

The work was carried out according to the brief (Section 3), which required: 

�� Soil and overburden stripping under archaeological supervision. 
�� Inspection of subsoil deposits for archaeological features, before development 

continues.
�� The rapid investigation and recording of any archaeological; features/deposits. 
�� Subsoil stripping under archaeological supervision followed by a arapid 

investigation and recording of any archaeological features/deposits before 
development continues. 

�� Examination of any service and foundation trenches and the subsequent recording 
of any exposed archaeological deposits. 

�� Examination of spoil heaps for archaeological material. 
�� A programme of post fieldwork analysis, archiving and publication. 

2.4 Constraints

No constraints were encountered during the course of this watching brief. 
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3 Archaeological & Historical Background 

The Moor Park and Northwood areas are considered to be areas of archaeological 
significance.  The site is adjacent to Areas of Archaeological Significance 13, 14 & 
15, as designated in the Local Plan. 

3.1 Prehistoric  (before 600BC) 

The valley of the river Colne lies c.1.5 km to the north of the development site, and 
has produced abundant evidence of prehistoric settlement and related activities.  
Gravel extraction in the 1930s in the Hampermill area revealed evidence of activity 
from the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic periods.  The Moor Park area has also 
produced evidence of a Mesolithic-Neolithic settlement at Bathend Clump (Derricourt 
& Jacobi 1970). 

3.2 Iron Age  (600BC-AD43) 

There is little evidence for settlement in the area surrounding the site during the Iron 
Age.  The possible line of Grim’s Dyke to the west of Cuckoo Hill, Pinner, is recorded 
c.4 km to the southeast of the development site, but no other activity is recorded in the 
area (Kendall 2000). 

3.3 Roman  (AD43-c.450) 

The Roman period was a time of prolific development throughout the Greater London 
area, particularly towards Londinium.  The area surrounding the development site does 
not appear to have been heavily inhabited during the Roman period, but there is 
evidence for activity within the area of Northwood, where a coin hoard was uncovered 
on Pinner Road (Kendall 2000).  Further away from the site, c.0.5 km to the north, is 
the site of the Moor Park Roman villa.  The villa was constructed c.130 AD, and 
provides more concrete evidence for Roman activity in the area (Scott 1993). 

3.4 Saxon   (c.450-1066) 

The area surrounding the development site also appears largely devoid of activity 
during the Saxon period.  It has been suggested that settlement during the early Saxon 
period in the Greater London area was heavily influenced by the topography of the 
area.  The early settlers either preferred or were restricted to the easily cultivated 
fertile soils of the river valleys, as opposed to the possibly more heavily wooded 
claylands (Kendall 2000), where the development site is located.  It is therefore logical 
to assume that this area remained unsettled throughout the whole Saxon period. 

3.5 Medieval (1066-1500) 

The early medieval landscape evidence is uncertain, but the area was probably part of 
a holding belonging to the abbey of St Albans (Page 1908, 375). The site would have 
lain within a landscape that had been emparked from at least the 15th century. 
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3.6 Post-Medieval (1500-1900) 

It appears that the present Moor Park was medieval in origin, when it formed part of 
the holding of the Manor of the Moore, being used for the conservation and hunting of 
game (Falvey 1993, 9). In 1426 the king granted a licence to inclose 600 acres of land 
in Rickmansworth and Watford to make a park and to embattle the site of the Moor 
(Chauncy 1700, II, 344). However, it was not until the mid-16th century that this 
ceased to be maintained (Falvey 1993, 14). The property was granted to Francis 
Russell (Earl of Bedford) in 1576, but it was not until 1617 that a new house was built 
within the present park (Williamson 2000, 11). Associated with this house was what 
was described by Sir William Temple as the ‘perfectest figure of a garden I ever saw, 
either at home or abroad’ (Strong 1979, 141). Nothing remains of the 17th century 
garden at Moor Park as it was swept away by Capability Brown (Strong 1979, 146). 

In essence, the present park is an 18th century creation overlain by later additions and 
impositions. The avenues were planted in 1725 (Pevsner 1977, 253), contemporary 
with the re-building of the mansion by its new owner Benjamin Styles (Williamson 
2000, 26). This work is generally attributed to Charles Bridgeman (Williamson 2000, 
28). In less than a generation, further additions were made to the park by Capability 
Brown under the patronage of Admiral Anson (Williamson 2000, 42). Ten years 
separated the harsh criticism of Horace Walpole who dismissed the landscaping as 
being ‘as unnatural as if it were drawn with a rule and compass’ from the praise of 
Thomas Whateley (Williamson 2000, 43). Many of the 17th century and 18th century 
avenues were left untouched. Bridgeman’s canal and octagonal basin were removed 
and a more naturistic setting created for the house. It has been suggested that the next 
owner of Moor Park, Sir Laurence Dundas had further work done by one of Brown’s 
co-workers, William Ireland (Williamson 2000, 44). 

3.7 Modern (1900-present) 

The estate was broken up in 1919 and Lord Leverhulme acquired the mansion and 
park of 473 acres. In 1937 the golf course was purchased by Rickmansworth Urban 
District Council and a new club house built in the park (Williamson 2000, 89). By this 
time the eastern side of the park had been sold off for housing. 
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4 Results & Conclusions 

4.1 The monitoring visits undertaken in June 2007 showed that the site had a natural soil 
profile consisting of about 0.3m of topsoil (A horizon) and a sub-soil (B horizon) of a 
stoneless, silty brown clay across an area approximately 5m x 10m. No pre-modern 
features or stray artefacts were noted either within or adjacent to the footprint of the 
development. 

4.2 To judge from the description of the earlier monitoring visits, both verbal and textual, 
no evidence of archaeological features or artefacts was observed. To what extent this 
is a true reflection of the surrounding area is difficult to say. It is only safe to conclude 
that in this instance, no significant finds were made.  

© ASC Ltd 2007 Page 10



8 Russell Road, Moor Park, Hertfordshire Watching Brief Report 
933/MPR

Plate 1: Setting of the new swimming pool 

Plate 2: Current state of new pool 

Plate 3: Nature of the subsoil 
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7. Archive 
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1. Brief 
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7. CDROM with copies of all digital files. 

7.2 The archive will be deposited with Three Rivers Museum, Rickmansworth 
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Appendix 3: List of Photographs 

SITE NAME: 8, Russell Road, Moor Park SITE NO/CODE: 933/MPR 
Shot B&W Digital Subject

1 2155 Setting of swimming pool looking north 
2 2156 Current state of development on 6/08/07 
3 2157 Detail of sub-soil 
4 2158 East elevation of the house 
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