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Summary 

A watching brief was carried out by ASC Ltd between August 2006 and May 2007, at the rear 
of 27 Olney Road, Lavendon, Milton Keynes during construction of an extension and levelling 
of an east-west trending natural gradient.  No archaeological finds or features were observed 
during watching brief visits although the small scale of the development may have hampered 
definitive determination of the presence or absence of archaeology.  The results of the 
watching brief suggest that the site could lie beyond the limit of the Medieval village. 
 

1. Introduction 

1.1 From August 2006 to May 2007 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) 
carried out a watching brief at 27 Olney Road, Lavendon, Milton Keynes (NGR: SP  
9163 5348 Fig. 1).  The project was commissioned by Caroline Reid, and was carried 
out according to ASC’s standard watching brief method statement, and in accordance 
with IFA standards and guidelines (IFA 2000, 2001).   

 
1.2 Planning Background 

The watching brief was required as a planning condition under the terms of Planning 
Policy Guidance Note 16 (PPG16), in response to proposals for the construction of an 
extension at the rear of the extant house.  The relevant planning application reference 
is 06/00818/FUL. 

 
1.3 Location 

The site was located on the eastern side of Olney Road at NGR: SP 9163 5348, 
c.130m south of the village centre (Fig 1). 
 

1.4 Description 

The area subject to the watching brief formed the rear garden of 27 Olney Road (Fig 
2).  The building work consisted of demolition of an existing rear extension and 
subsequent excavation of footing trenches, soakaways and ground reduction. 
 

1.5 Geology & Topography 

The soils of the site are of the Moreton Association (Soil Survey 1983: 511b), which 
are described as “well drained calcareous clayey and fine loamy soils over limestone, 
in places shallow and brashy.  Some deeper slowly permeable calcareous clayey 
soils”.  The underlying solid geology consists of Jurassic clay and limestone.  The rear 
garden exhibited an east-west trending gradient that dropped from c.60m AOD to 
c.58m AOD immediately adjacent to the house. 
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Figure 2:  Site plan  (scale 1:1250) 
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2. Aims & Methods 

2.1 Aims 

The aims of the watching brief were: 

• To determine the location, extent, date, character, condition, significance 
and quality of any surviving archaeological remains liable to be threatened 
by the proposed development. 

 
• To identify and record any significant archaeological remains revealed by 

the groundworks. 
 
2.2 Standards 

The work conformed to the ASC’s proforma watching brief method statement, to the 
relevant sections of the Institute of Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct (IFA 2000) and 
Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA 2001), , and to the relevant sections of ASC’s own 
Operations Manual. 

 
2.3 Methods 

The work was carried out according ASC’s proforma watching brief method 
statement; in this instance at the level of: 

• Intermittent watching brief 
 
2.4 Constraints 

 No constraints were encountered during monitoring visits. 
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3. Archaeological & Historical Background 

3.1 Introduction 
The local and regional settings of archaeological sites are factors that are taken into 
consideration when assessing the implications of development proposals.  The 
following sections provide a summary of the readily available archaeological and 
historical background to the site and its environs. SAM = Scheduled Ancient Monument 

 
3.2 Prehistoric  (before 600BC) 

The valley of the river Great Ouse and was of considerable importance during the 
prehistoric period (Dawson 2001).  Intensive exploitation occurred although no known 
sites of this period are recorded in the immediate environs of the site. 
 

3.3 Iron Age  (600BC-AD43) 
Sites of this period are not known in the immediate environs of 27 Olney Road 
although human exploitation of the Ouse Valley continued and likely grew more 
intense than during the preceeding period. 
 

3.4 Roman  (AD43-c.450) 
A number of Roman sites are known in the area, notably the settlement at Ashfurlong, 
c.2km west-southwest of 27 Olney Road, which is designated an SAM.  A second site 
of this period has been recorded at Lavendon Mill c.1km southwest of 27 Olney Road. 
 

3.5 Saxon   (c.450-1066) 
Parts of St Michaels Church are of proposed 11th century date (Pevsner and 
Williamson 2000), which suggests that settlement remains of the late Saxon period are 
probably present in its immediate vicinity.  It is currently unclear whether archaeology 
dating to earlier Saxon periods lies under the modern village. 
 

3.6 Medieval  (1066-1500) 
Lavendon is recorded in the Domesday Survey as being included in “Bunsty Hundred” 
(Williams and Martin 2003) and the village lay at the centre of three high status sites 
constructed during this period.  The remains of a motte and bailey castle are located  
c.1km north of the village centre and the remains of a  Premonstratensian Abbey 
founded in 1154 by John de Bidun, are located at Lavendon Grange c.1.5km west of 
the village; both sites are protected as SAMs.  The remains of a moated manor site are 
located at Uphoe Manor Farm c.0.5km to the east. 
 

3.7 Post-Medieval (1500-1900) 
Lavendon contains a number of vernacular buildings, inclusive of 27 Olney Road, 
which date to the later centuries of this period.  Comprehensive restoration of the 
church of St Michael was carried out by William Butterfield in 1858-9 (Pevsner and 
Williamson 2000). 
  

3.8 Modern  (1900-present) 
The village remained agricultural in character during the early decades of the 20th 
century and its residents saw the Jarrow marchers pass through en route to London in 
1936.  The later decades of the 20th century saw housing development triple the size of 
the village.  
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4. Results 

4.1 ASC Ltd was informed that an initial watching brief visit was required after 
demolition of the original extension and ground reduction to level the western third of 
the rear garden had occurred (Plate 1).  Subsequent watching brief visits monitored 
foundation trenches of the new extension, two soakaways, further ground reduction 
and a shallow topsoil strip at the rear of the site adjacent to a stone built outbuilding. 

   
4.2 The development had little affect on the stone built outbuilding located at the rear of 

the garden and an area extending c.2m west of it (Plate 2).  A limited depth of topsoil 
was removed adjacent to the northwest of the outbuilding but the groundwork was not 
sufficiently intrusive to enable determination of the presence or absence of 
archaeological finds or features at this part of the development.  

 
4.3 The soil/sediment profile revealed at the rest of the site consisted of: 
 

• (100) c.0.2m of dark brownish black organic topsoil containing sherds of 
modern porcelain and earthenware plus fragments of ceramic building 
material (cbm).  

 
• (101) c.0.2m of mid brownish grey sandy silt subsoil containing sherds of 

modern earthenware, cbm and small limestone nodules. 
 

• (102) c.0.8m of mid reddish brown sandy silt extending c.2m east of the 
rear of the house (Plate 3).  Natural, probably colluvial deposit accumulated 
at the base of an east-west trending slope. 

 
• (103) c.1m – 1.5m of natural degraded limestone cornbrash, overlain by 

102 adjacent to the house and 101 in the remainder of the rear garden (Plate 
4). 

 
• (104) unknown depth of natural light grey clay containing frequent 

fragments of shell (Plate 5). 
 
4.4 Three 19th – 20th century ceramic drains were cut into (102) adjacent to the rear of the 

house (Plate 6).  Two small features were observed cut into the cornbrash (103) during 
the watching brief.  Rapid investigation illustrated that both features were sealed by 
the topsoil, fragments of modern earthenware and cbm were noted within their fills. 

 
4.5 No archaeological finds or features predating the 19th century were observed in spoil 

from the groundwork, the foundation trenches, the area of ground reduction, the 
soakaways or in section at the limit of the area of ground reduction. 
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Plate 1:  Rear of  27 Olney Road, facing WNW 

 

Plate 2:  Outbuilding at rear of garden, facing E 

 

Plate 3: Groundworkers stood on reddish brown 
colluvium (102), facing WNW 

 

Plate 4: Strata showing underlying natural 
cornbrash (103), facing E 

 

Plate 5: Light grey clay (104) underlying 
cornbrash, facing WNW 

 

Plate 6:  Ceramic drains cut into (102), facing 
SSW 
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5. Conclusions 

5.1 No archaeological finds or features predating the 19th century were observed at the 
western part of the rear garden of 27 Olney Road during watching brief monitoring 
visits.  Due to the small scale of the development dumps of spoil often obscured areas 
of the site surface during monitoring visits and a medium/low confidence rating is 
attributed to the observations made during fieldwork. 

 
5.2 The eastern third of the rear garden was not impacted by the development and the 

presence or absence of archaeological finds or features could not be determined in this 
area. 

 
5.3 The observed soil/sediment profile suggests that the small terrace of houses including 

27 Olney Road were built on a natural colluvial deposit accumulated at the base of a 
gentle east-west trending natural slope. 

 
5.4 The absence of archaeological finds or features could suggest that the site lies beyond 

the boundary of the medieval and earlier village. 
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7. Archive 
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2. Site Monitoring Sheets 
3. List of photographs 
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7.2 The archive will be deposited with Buckinghamshire County Museum. 
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Appendix 2: List of Photographs 

SITE NAME: 27 Olney Road, Lavendon, Milton Keynes SITE NO/CODE:    830/LOR 

Shot  B&W Digital Subject 

1  � Front elevation of 27 Olney Road 
2  � Rear of 27 Olney Road, facing WNW 
3  � Outbuilding at rear of garden, facing E 
4  � Groundworkers stood on reddish brown colluvium (102), facing WNW 
5  � Strata showing underlying natural cornbrash (103), facing E 
6  � Light grey clay (104) underlying cornbrash, facing WNW 
7  � Ceramic drains cut into (102), facing SSW 
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Start date: 31/08/06 End date: 30/05/07 

PROJECT ARCHIVES 

 Location   (Accession no.) Content   (eg. pottery, animal bone, files/sheets) 

Physical: N/a  
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BIBLIOGRAPHY   (Journal/monograph, published or forthcoming, or unpublished client report) 

Title: Watching Brief: 27 Olney Road, Lavendon, Milton Keynes 

Serial title & volume: Unpublished client report 

Author(s): A J Hancock 
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