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Summary

During March and April 2008 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd compiled an
archaeological assessment of a site at Didcot Parkway Railway Stationgen to inform
proposals for the construction of a new multi-storey car park. No archaealagimains are
known from the site, which probably comprised open land, until the construadtirailway
sidings and a reservoir during the l@entury. Any archaeological remains which may have
been present are likely to have been damaged or destroyed during these \Wioitksthe
occasional survival of individual isolated remains cannot be entirely exdlude unlikely

that large quantities of archaeological remains or artefacts survive ansitéhés considered

to offer low archaeological potential.

1. Introduction

1.1  In March and April 2008rchaeological Services and Consultancy (A$C) carried
out an archaeological desk-based assessment of a site adjabentaitway station at
Didcot, Oxfordshire, in order to inform development proposals for the sithe
project was commissioned by Mr Simon Fraser,Tohy Gee and Partners LLP
following consultation with the archaeological advisor (AA)@ffordshire County
Council,who provides archaeological adviceSouth Oxfordshire District Councilt
was carried out according to ASC’s standard Method Statement) wbhidorms to
current professional standards.

1.2  Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd

Archaeological Services & Consultancy L@ASC) is an independent practice
providing a full range of archaeological services including consultafieid
evaluation, mitigation and post-excavation studies, historic buildiogrdang and
analysis. ASC is recognised asRagistered Archaeological Organisatidoy the
Institute of Field Archaeologists, in recognition of its high stagslaand working
practices.

1.3 Management

1.3.1 The assessment was manage& &nin Semmelmann BA MA AIFA, and was
carried out under the overall directionRBdb Zeepvat BA MIFA.

1.4 TheSite

1.4.1 Location and Description
The site is situated in Didcot, in the administrative distiaét South
Oxfordshire (Figure 1). It comprises a triangular area of lbagond the west
end of Didcot Railway Station, adjacent to the Great Westein Mae, and is
centred on Ordnance Survey national Grid Reference SU 5225 9070 (Figure 2).

The site currently forms part of a car park and a detailedipgsaris provided
in Section 4 of this report.
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1.4.2 Geology and Topography
The site is in an urban area and has been subject to extensive ground
disturbance (below, section 3.2.5) and the natural soils may not suiwiye.
surviving undisturbed soil is likely to comprise tRadbury 1 Association
namely stoneless clayey soils over river alluvium (Soil Survey 1883b).
The underlying drift geology comprises Coombe Deposits of the &derst
period, overlying Gault Clay (BGS, sheet 253).

1.4.3 Proposed Development

The development proposal is for the construction of a new multi-starey c
park (Figure 3).
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2.  Aimsand Methods

2.1  ‘Archaeological desk-based assessment is an assessnibat ksfown or potential
archaeological resource within a given area, consisting of atiooll of existing
information in order to identify the likely extent, character andityuaf the known or
potential archaeological resource, in order that appropriate measught be
considered’ (IFA 2000).

2.2  The assessment was carried out according to the ASC methtaimsst, and the
Institute of Field ArchaeologistsStandard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-
Based AssessmelftSA 2001).

2.3  The following readily available sources of information were ctedubr the desk-
based assessment:

2.3.1 Archaeological Databases

Archaeological databases represent the standard references kmotva
archaeology of an area. The principal source consulted wa3xfloedshire
Historic Environment Recor@HER). The study area employed in the HER
search includes the site itself, and a surrounding study area of apatelyi
1km radius.

2.3.2 Historic Documents

Documentary research provides an overview of the history of a ruitétsa
environs, suggesting the effects of settlement and land-usenpattelhe
principal source consulted was tB&fordshire County Records Offi(ERO).

2.3.3 Cartographic & Pictorial Documents
Old maps and illustrations are normally a very productive areasefarch.
The principal source consulted was @entre for Oxfordshire Studies.

2.3.4 Geotechnical Information

A description of the topography and solid and surface geology of tharsit
its environs was compiled, so as to appreciate the potential conaiitiamy
archaeological remains, to assess the hydrological conditionsp apptaise
the potential for the survival of buried waterlogged archaeologiodl a
palaeoenvironmental deposits.

2.3.6 Secondary & Statutory Sources

The principal sources consulted were @wdford Central Library the Sackler
Library, Ashmolean Museur@xford and ASC’s own in-house library.

© ASC Ltd 2008 Page 8
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2.4  Walkover Survey
As part of the assessment a walkover survey of the site wagaketeon 17 March
2008, with the following aims:

« To examine any areas of archaeological potential identified dreg®garch for
the assessment, in particular with a view to gauging the possiblesal or
condition of any remains present.

« To consider the significance of any above-ground structures, histoldinlysi
or historic landscape features present.

« To assess the present site use and ground conditions, with a vidw to t
appropriate deployment of fieldwork techniques, if required by the AA.

© ASC Ltd 2008 Page 9
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3. Archaeological and Historical Evidence

3.1 Introduction

3.1.1 The local and regional settings of archaeological sikefaetors that are taken
into consideration when assessing the planning implications of development
proposals. The following sections provide a summary of the readiijable
archaeological and historical background to the development site and its
environs.

3.1.2 The study area lies within an area of archaeological atodi¢as interest. The
location of known archaeological and historical sites recorded in Efe id
shown in Figure 3, and details appear in Section 8.

3.1.3 In comparison with other towns in the area, relativelg liglknown of the
early development of Didcot. No large scale archaeological wosktdiaen
place in the historic core of the village and this is reflegtetie small number
of entries in the HER. Archaeological interest in the areanafoncentrated on
the gravel terraces of the river Thames, which lie two taetkilemetres north
of the site €.g. Benson and Miles 1974; Boot#t al 2007; Hinchcliffe and
Thomas 1980). The recent expansion of Didcot has provided the opportunity to
undertake rescue excavations in advance of developmgRupen and Ford
1992: Anon 2001) and, where relevant to the assessment, these rasults ar
included in the following sections.

3.2  Archaeological & Historical Background to the Study Area
3.2.1 Prehistoric (before43AD)

There is currently only limited evidence for prehistoric activitythe area.
Recent excavationk.lkm southeast of the site, on the south side of
Walllingford Road, produced a small number of Mesolithic flints and an
enclosure system of mid Bronze Age date (Ruben and Ford 1992).

Work on the north side of Wallingford Road, on the Ladygrove Esthken
southeast of the site, produced further evidence of prehistoric wctivit
including ditches, gullys and pits, which had been sealed by alluviuran(A
2000). Further evidence has been reco@®m northeast of the site where a
number of Neolithic and Bronze Age pits were present, along withtrtee
boles with evidence of burning. The burnt tree boles were interpreted a
evidence of land clearance and a layer of alluvium subsequently developed
the site (Anon, 1994; HER 16146).

Bronze Age flint and pottery has also been recovered west oaiitsSChurch
€.300m southeast of the site (HER 12696; Chambers 1993). The site was als
occupied during the Iron Age and enclosure ditches and domestic debris was
recorded

© ASC Ltd 2008 Page 10
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3.2.2 Roman (AD43-c.450)

The nature of the settlement pattern during the Roman period is tiot we
understood, but a number of sites of this period have been identified in the
area. Perhaps the most significant is a hoard of 126 gold aures)cdated to
¢.160AD, which was found west of Slade Road.5km west of the site
(Booth et al 2007, fig. 6.1; Bland and Orna-Ornstein 1997). Subsequent work
in the same area has led to the identification of a Roman enclasdréhe
presence of hypocaust and flue tiles which suggests the presemaallafin

this area (RPS 2001).

The extent of the Roman settlement is not understood but further evidence
comprising gullies and ditches sealed by alluvium has been recorded on the
Ladygrove sitec.1km southeast of the site (Duncan and Jones 2004). Roman
period material has been identified at a number of locations witien t
medieval village of Didcot, suggesting occupation to the south ofithe s
Roman pottery and domestic debris was also recorded on the sitefiest
church (HER 12696) and further sherds were recorded during development at
Blagrave Farnt.300m south of the site. (HER 8035).

The area around All saints church may have been in use during the Roman
period, as a Roman lead coffin and pottery fragments have been terotde
churchyard (HER 2857). Further sherds have been recorded in an adgident fi
(Rutland & Greenaway 1969, 38). Roman cremations have been found west of
the church (HER 12696) and théctoria County Historyvolume refers to
other burials, on the west side of the church (Page 1923).

3.2.3 Saxon (c.450-1066)

The settlement at Didcot may have originated during the Saxardpéiitle is
known in detail of the area during this period but the presence of i sma
inhumation cemetery to the west of the site, at Didcot Powaépstindicates

the likely presence of a settlement nearby. The cemeterynwese during the

7" century and seventeen inhumation burials were excavated (Bbyé
1995).

The location of the Saxon settlement is not known and the HER does not
contain references to Saxon period sites or artefacts.

3.2.4 Medieval (1066-1500)

Didcot is not named in the Domesday survey (1086) and the status anid exte
of the settlement in the Ticentury is not known. The area may have been
included with Wittenham which is referred to in the survey\ibalditone

The landholding comprised four hides and one virgate and was héldriy

de Ferrers

The later medieval settlement was probably centred on the chufthSaints
(HER 2857), which is situated0.4km southwest of the site. (Pevsner 2002,

© ASC Ltd 2008 Page 12
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127-8). The building dates from the™2entury church, but has many™4
century and later additions. It is a Grade II* listed building.

The medieval settlement was referred to‘[asdcot’. It appears in the 3
century asDudcote’ and in the 18 century as Dudcott (Page 1923, 471).
The site is situated north of the medieval settlement and & assaimblage of
medieval pottery was recorded during development at Hospital &ilelskm

southwest of the site (HER 11868; Chambers 1980, 174).

3.2.5 Post-Medieval (1500-1900)

The earliest readily available map to show the site and itsossvis the first
edition one inch scale Ordnance Survey map, which was published in 1830
(Figure 5). This shows the extent of the medieval village, wivia set back
from the Harwell to Wallingford road (the modern A4130). A separate
settlement, or group of rectangular enclosures nalaualxhall is shown
northwest of the site, on a minor road linking Didcot with Appleford.

The layout and appearance of the area was radically alterkd laté 1830s,
when the railway line was constructed. The line was opened b@itbat
Western RailwafGWR) in 1840 (Page 1923, 471) and linked London with
Bristol.

The significance of the area increased considerably in 1844, whématheh

line to Oxford was constructed and Didcot railway station was tiserve

the new branch. The station opened on 12 June 1844 and the station buildings
and platforms are immediately to the east of the site (\W&di®@86, 9). The
original station building, which was partially destroyed by fimelB85, was
designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel and featured an overall roof slceoss
track (HER 10745).

The first large scale Ordnance Survey map of the area wasipedbin 1876
and an extract is shown as Figure 6. The map shows the layoutroétheval
village in considerable detail. The enclosures shown on the 1830 map had bee
modified and are shown on the 1876 map\éuxhall Farm. The latter was
situated immediately west of the site. The map also showsxtieat of the
railway infrastructure. The site is situated at the junctiothefGreat Western
Main Line with the branch to Oxford and the station, including the original
Brunel designed overall roof, is shown immediately to the eastctangular
building, probably a goods shed, is shown immediately south of thenditbe
importance of the area is indicated by the proliferations of hatelspublic
houses, at the station entrance.

The Ordnance Survey map was revised in 1899 and illustrates the ctiatges
had taken place in the late"8entury (Figure 7). Perhaps the most significant
development to the west of the site was the construction ofPtiogender

Store’. Access to the store was via a line, partially with insite, on the north

side of the goods shed and the building had been constructed in 1884 as a
central depository for the storage of oats, maize and fodder farshosed by

© ASC Ltd 2008 Page 13
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the GWR (Hale 1985). The layout of the medieval village is diswvs and at
this time remained a separate settlement, to the south @iilihayr complex.
3.2.6 Modern (1900-present)

Figure 8 comprises an extract from the 1933 Ordnance Survey map and shows
the layout of the area prior to the Second World War. Consideraptsgon

had taken place to the west of the site, where extensionsRoahender Store

had encroached onto Vauxhall Farm. Additional sidings to serve thehstdre
been constructed, parts of which were situated in the southwesf gastsite.
Developments had also taken place to the east of the site, wheve engine

shed is shown. The latter was opened in 1932 (Hawkins and Reeve 1987, 287)
and survives in preservation with tiizreat Western Railway Preservation
Society who now own the site.

Relatively little development took place during the earl§’ 2@ntury to the
south of the railway. The medieval settlement is still shoyarseed from the
railway complex by open fields, but a new road (the current StRt@d) is
shown on the 1933, linking the station with Foxhall Road.

The Ordnance Survey map was revised in 1967 and shows that the area
developed considerably during the mid™26entury (Figure 10). A large
warehouse had been constructed on the south side of the station and the land on
the south side of Station Road was occupied by a camp. This may awve be
constructed during the Second World War and the map states thasit w
disused. Further to the south, the fields separating the medideaglevifom

the station had been developed as Cronshaw Close and Lydalls Road.

The 1981 edition map (Figure 11) indicates that significant changeskem

place to the west of the site. TReovender Storeand most of the sidings had
been removed and the area comprised open land while to the south of Station
Road Great, Western Drive, Stonor Close and a number of otherntedide
streets had been laid out.

The existing park and ride car park was provided during the early 1880s a
shown on the 1989 edition Ordnance Survey map (Figure 12). All trades of t
former sidings andProvender Storénad been removed and the car park and
access road had been laid out. The footbridge linking the railwiynstaith

the car park is also shown. The warehouse on the south side of Staéidn R
had also been removed, and replaced by a residential street nanS=inéd
Court.

Extracts from the 1991 and 1995 edition maps are included as Figures 13 and
14 but show little change from the 1989 edition map. The contemporary layout
is shown on Figure 2. This shows a number of developments to the west and
north of the site, notably the installation of new sidings to serieilding
adjacent to West Curve Bridge. Beyond the west side of the Ritchall
House had been demolished and the area redeveloped.

© ASC Ltd 2008 Page 14
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3.3  TheKnown Archaeology & History of the Site
3.3.1 Early Prehistoric  (before600BC)

Early prehistoric remains are not known from the site.

3.3.2 Iron Age (600BC-ADA43)

No Iron Age remains are known from the site.

3.3.3 Roman (AD43-c.450)

There is no evidence for Roman period remains on the site.

3.3.4 Saxon (c.450-1066)

Saxon remains are not known from the site.

3.3.5 Medieval (1066-1500)

No medieval remains are known from the site.

3.3.6 Post-Medieval (1500-1900)

The layout of the site in the early@entury is shown on the first edition
Ordnance Survey map, which was published in 1830 (Figure 5). It shows the
site as open land, to the north of the medieval village and south oh&aux

The main line railway, which follows the south boundary of the sis w
opened in 1840 (above, section 3.2.5). The layout of the site in 1876 is shown
on Figure 6 and the site was occupied by a reservoir (parcel 823otUtreand

west sides of the site follow the edges of the reservoiteligtknown of the
reservoir in detail, but it may have provided water to the engind. she
pumping engine is shown on the map, to the north of the site and a thid 20
century track layout diagram states that it had an approximaecita of
3,326,000 gallons (Figure 6).

The construction of throvender Storén 1884 (above, section 3.2.5) led to
the infilling of part of the reservoir, in order to provide accesshe store
(Figure 7). The southwest corner of the reservoir was backfiledtlaree
railway sidings constructed, in order to serve the store. Additgidiags were
added during the early $@entury (Figure 8).

3.3.7 Modern (1900-present)

The layout of the site in 1946 is shown in a track layout diagragui@&i9).

The layout of the sidings is shown in detail and a weighbridge arw d¢féid

been constructed to the south of the sidings. The sidings and weighbridge
remained in place until the 1960s and are shown on the 1967 edition map
(Figure 10).

The 1982 edition map (Figure 11) shows that, following the demolition of the
Provender Storethe majority of the sidings in the southwest part of the site
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had been removed. The remainder of the reservoir remained open, and covere
an area of 0.567 hectares.

The reservoir was probably backfilled during the mid 1980s and the age w
laid out as part of the Didcot Park and Ride Car park. The 1989 and 1991
edition map (Figures 12 and 13) show the extent of the car park and the
contemporary layout is shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 13: Extract from the 1991 edition 1: 2,500 scale map

© ASC Ltd 2008

Page 25



Didcot Parkway Railway Station, Didcot, Oxfordshire Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment
1055/DCT

Figure 14: Extract from the 1995 edition 1: 2,500 scale r{raproduced at 1: 5,000)
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4. Walkover Survey
4.1  Extent, Access & Present Use (Plates 1 — 3)

4.1.1 The site comprises an area of land immediately beyond tteewe of the
railway station. It is triangular in shape and is situatechéngap, where the
railway to Appleford and Oxford diverges from the main line. Vehicatzess
is from the west, off Foxhall Road and pedestrian access yifecth the
station is available via a bridge over the main line, at thteeealsof the site.

4.1.2 The site currently forms part of a car park. It is 8atfaced with tarmac and
was probably levelled during the construction of the railway sidings a
reservoir during the 19century (above, section 3.2.5).
4.2  Buildings
No buildings are present, but a number of flood lights, miscellanésms iof street
furniture and trees are present on the site.
4.3  Services

A number of service runs were noted, but a detailed service suageyat undertaken
for the purposes of this assessment.

Plate 1: View of the site from the footbridge, looking northwest
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Plate 2: View of the site, looking east

Plate 3: View of the site, looking north
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5.  Archaeological Constraints on Development

5.1 A range of planning constraints are in place in the ardzedite. These constraints
relate both to the area as a whole, and to individual buildings arel sifbese
constraints are taken into consideration when assessing the imopbkcaf planning
and other proposals made to the local authority and to other local amuahatdies.

5.2  Scheduled Ancient Monuments
No scheduled ancient monuments are located within the site

5.3  Archaeological Sitesin the Historic Environment Record
The site does not contain any archaeological sites listed inxferdShire Historic
Environment Record

5.4  Listed Buildings

The site does not contain any listed buildings
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6. Conclusions
6.1 The desk-based assessment has revealed that the sitelafesschaeological

6.2

6.3

potential. While it is possible that archaeological remains haaye been present on
the site, any such remains are likely to have been destroyedsarelgedisturbed
during the construction of the railway sidings and reservoir. White dccasional
survival of individual isolated remains cannot be entirely excludad,utlikely that
large quantities of archaeological remains or artefacts suowivke site.

Archaeological Potential of the Site

6.2.1 Archaeological remains are not known on the site and the sibesidered to
offer low archaeological potential.

6.2.2 A number of prehistoric and Roman sites have been identified in the
surrounding area, but none are known from the site. The site i®ditizathe
north of the medieval settlement @fudcot and probably remained open
ground, until the construction of the reservoir and railway sidings dtiimg
19" century. Any archaeological remains which may have been present a
likely to have been disturbed or destroyed at this time.

The framework for the management of archaeological isstles planning system is
currently set out in the document PPGAfchaeology and Planning Decisions
relating to archaeological matters within the area of the ai¢ taken by the local
planning authority, acting on the advice of the Planning ArchaeologBkiofrdshire
County Council
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8. Historic Environmental Record Data

Sites listed below are those within the study areathe site and a surrounding radius

of c.1km
HER no NGR Period Description Proximity
tosite (m)
2857 SU 5197 9050 Roman & medieval Church of Alhga 12" century with 14 and 18" | 350
century additions (Pevsner 2002, 127-8). A Roman
lead coffin and pottery fragments found in the
churchyard.
7660 SU 5200 9050 Roman Find of a Romano-Britigh po 450
8035 SU 51259051 Roman & later Roman and latetepofound during a watching 200
brief at Blagrave Farm (Chambers 1980, 174)
10745 SU 5255 905 Tgentury The original Great Western Railway statibuilt | 350
in 1844 by | K Brunel. Burnt down in 1885
11868 SU 5122 897% Medieval Medieval pottery fouddring trial excavation 1.3km

(Chambers 1980, 174)

12696 SU 51939046 Bronze Age & Iron Age  Bronze Rgé&on Age pottery, Iron Age ditches 400
& Roman cremations found during excavation
(Chambers 1993). Circular feature on aerial
photos- possibly windmill mound

16146 SU 5286 9136  Neolithic & Bronze Age  Alluviwwer Neolithic and Bronze Age pits. Twolkm
burnt tree boles, interpreted as sign of land
clearance (Anon, 1994)

16768 ? No data
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10. Cartographic Sources

The following maps and plans were consulted in the course of this assessment

Date | Reference Description

1830 - Ordnance Survey 1: 63,360 map (first edjtion

1876 Berks XV.7 Ordnance Survey 1: 2,500 scale ingpounty Series

1899 Berks XV.7 Ordnance Survey 1: 2,500 scale ingpounty Series

1933 Berks XV.7 Ordnance Survey 1: 2,500 scale ingpounty Series

1946 Berks XV.7 Ordnance Survey 1: 2,500 scale ingpounty Series

1967 SU 5290 Ordnance Survey 1: 2,500 scale mapietipnal Grid Series
1982 SU 5290 Ordnance Survey 1: 2,500 scale mapiatipnal Grid Series
1989 SU 5290 Ordnance Survey 1: 2,500 scale mapiatipnal Grid Series
1991 SU 5290 Ordnance Survey 1: 2,500 scale mapiatipnal Grid Series
1995 SU 5290 Ordnance Survey 1: 2,500 scale mapiatipnal Grid Series
1999 Explorer Series, sheet no. 170  Ordnance Silixplprer series mapping (scale 1:25,000)
2008 - Ordnance Survey Landplan data (scale 1:%,000
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