Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd

WATCHING BRIEF:
3 FISHER ROAD
BISHOPSITCHINGTON
SOUTHAM
WARWICKSHIRE

NGR: SP 3893 5781

on behalf of Mr Simon Tagg-Wilkinson

J Richards BA PIFA

May 2008

ASC: 1074/BIF/2

Letchworth House VST,

Chesney Wold, Bleak Hall, 4§’ A~ %

Milton Keynes MK6 1NE /e

Tel: 01908 608989 Fax: 01908 605700 %&/4?
Email: office@archaeological-services.co.uk QVSIN“‘O

Website: www.archaeological-services.co.uk



3 Fisher Road, Bishops Itchington, Warwickshire Watching Brief Report
1074/BIF

Site Data
ASC project code: | BIF ASC Project No: 1074
OASIS ref: TBA Event/Accession ng: TBA
County: Warwickshire
Village/Town: Bishops Itchington
Civil Parish: Bishops Itchington
NGR (to 8 figs): SP 3893 5781
Extent of site: c2034nt
Present use: Residential
Planning proposal: New double garage
Planning application ref/date: | 07/01829/FUL
Local Planning Authority: Stratford-upon-Avon District Council
Date of fieldwork: 13" to 158" May 2008
Client: Mr Simon Tagg-Wilkinson
3 Fisher Road,
Bishops Itchington
Southam
Warwickshire
CV47 2RE
Contact name: Mr Simon Tagg-Wilkinson
Internal Quality Check
Primary Author: J Richards BA PIFA Date: 16" May 2008
Revisions: Date:
Edited/Checked By: Date:

© Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd
No part of this document is to be copied in any without prior written consent.

Every effort is made to provide detailed and adeuraformation. However, Archaeological Services &
Consultancy Ltd cannot be held responsible forreroo inaccuracies within this report.

© Ordnance Survey maps reproduced with the sanofitine Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery @#i
ASC Licence No. AL 100015154

© ASC Ltd 2008 Page 1



3 Fisher Road, Bishops Itchington, Warwickshire Watching Brief Report
1074/BIF

CONTENTS

SUIMIMIATY .ttt ettt e et eere e e ettt e e et e e e et e e e et b e e e e ea e e e enmaa e e e e ea e e e etanneeeannenennneee 4
N [ 01100 [F o1 1o ] o RO TP PPPPPPPPRP 4
2. AIMS & MELNOUS ....ceiiiiiiieii e e e e 8
3. Archaeological & Historical Background............cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 9
A, RESUILS. ..ot e e e 11
ST O] o[04 111 o] 1 K= PP PO P PP PPPPPPPPPPP 14
T ol LoV U= (o =T 0 o= o £ 15
T ATCRIVE Lo e e e e e 15
8. REFEIBINCES ....oeiiiiiii it ettt e e e e a e 16
Appendices:

1. ASC Watching Brief Monitoring Sheets ...... oo 17
2. PROTO LIST....eeeiieeii ettt et e e 20
3. ASC OASIS FOMM oottt et e e e e 21
Figures:

1. GeNEral IOCALION .....cooiiiiiiiiee et re e e e e e e e e e e 3
JZ S (= ] = o OSSO PPPTTPRUPRRP 6
3. Proposed deVelOPMENL.........ooviiiiiiiteemmmmms e e e e e e et e e e eeee e e s e e e e e e e e e eeeaeennnne 7
S Y= g 0] 0] (3T ox 1 o o RS RURPPPP 11
5. OS BLOAIION ..ot 13
Plates:

Cover: Site from southeast

1. Section of fOOtING trENCH .......coiiii e e 12
2. Footing trenches and footprint Of NEW garage m ... ..eeeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeiiieeeaneeeennns 12
3. NBW BICCESS ...ttt eeee oo ettt e e e e ettt e e e e e e e et aaeeaeeeeeeba e e e e eraan e eaeas 12

© ASC Ltd 2008 Page 2



3 Fisher Road, Bishops Itchington, Warwickshire
1074/BIF

Watching Brief Report
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Figure 1. General locationScale 1:25,000)
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Summary

In May 2008 ASC Ltd carried out a watching brief3aFisher Road, Bishop’s Itchington,
Warwickshire as a condition of planning permissionthe construction of a new garage. No
archaeological finds or features were observed myrihe watching brief and the impact of
the development is considered to be low. Theagipears to have always formed a parcel of
land used for small-scale agriculture or market dgming.

1.2

13

1.4

15

| ntroduction

In May 2008Archaeological Services and Consultancy W(#ISC) carried out a
watching brief at 3 Fisher Road, Bishops Itchingtdrarwickshire. The project was
commissioned by Mr Simon Tagg-Wilkinson, and wasied out according to a brief
(Stocks 2008) prepared on behalf of the local plaprauthority (LPA), Stratford-
upon-Avon District Counciby their archaeological advisor (AA), tMuseum Service
of Warwickshire County Counciand a project design prepared by ASC. The rateva
planning application reference is 07/01829/FUL.

Planning Background

This watching brief was required under the term®lahning Policy Guidance Note
16 (PPG16), as a condition of planning permissiorttierdevelopment of the site.

Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd

Archaeological Services & Consultancy L#®ISC) is an independent archaeological
practice providing a full range of archaeologicatvéces including consultancy, field
evaluation, mitigation and post-excavation studigisforic building recording and
analysis. ASC is recognised asRegistered Archaeological Organisatidsy the
Institute of Field Archaeologists, in recognitiom its high standards and working
practices.

Management

The assessment was managed by Karin Semmelesamn AIFA, and was carried out
under the overall direction of Bob Zeep®gatmiFA.

The Site

1.5.1 Location & Description
The site is located in Bishops ltchington, in thamanistrative district of
Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire (Figure 1). dt situated in the centre of
the village, on the north side of Fisher Road andentred on National Grid
Reference SP 3893 5781 (Figure 2). The site ligsinvihe probable extent of
the medieval settlement of Bishops Itchington (Wekshire Historic
Environment Record MWA 9046).

The site comprises a sub-rectangular area of landently occupied by a
detached house and garden (Figure 2).
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1.5.2 Geology & Topography
The soils of the area comprise tBeesham 2 Associatipmamely slowly
permeable calcareous clayey soils (Soil Survey 14983b). The underlying
geology comprises Jurassic and Cretaceous Clay ,(BG&et 201).

The site lies at approximately 115m above Ordndyeteim and slopes gently
downwards from northeast to southwest.

1.5.3 Proposed Development
The proposed development is for the constructioa néw garage on the east
side of the existing house (Figure 3).
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Figure2: Site plan(Scale 1:1250)
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Figure 3: Proposed development, monitored areas shown i(Seale 1:10D
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2. Aims& Methods

21 Aims
As described in the brief (Section 3), the aimthefwatching brief were:

* To obtain an adequate record of any archaeolodeabsits or finds disturbed or
exposed by work associated with the development

2.2 Standards

The work conformed to the project design, to tHevant sections of the Institute of
Archaeologists’Code of Conducf{IFA 2000) andStandard & Guidance Notg$FA
2001), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s @perations Manual.

2.3  Methods
The work was carried out according to the brietc{®as 3 & 4), which required:

» Archaeological monitoring of all groundworks. Gnal reduction within the
footprint of the new building and for the new access undertaken using a wide,
toothless ditching bucket

» Investigation and recording of all archaeologiaaitexts and artefacts disturbed or
exposed

» A programme of sampling of appropriate materials éavironmental or other
scientific analysis.

2.4  Constraints

As no archaeological features were observed dutimg watching brief, no
environmental sampling was carried out.

© ASC Ltd 2008 Page 8
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3.

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

Archaeological & Historical Background

The following section provides a summary of tbadily available archaeological and
historical background to the development site an@mnvirons. The site lies within an
area of archaeological and historical interest, laasl the potential to reveal evidence
of a range of periods.

This section has been compiled with informationnfréhe Warwickshire Historic
Environment Record (HER) and the Victoria Historfy tbe County of Warwick
(Salzman 1951).

Prehistoric & Iron Age (beforeAD43)

Little is known of the area during the prehistqu&riods. The only prehistoric activity
recorded in the area is a group of three possthlad barrows (burial mounds)2km
southeast of the site (HER 806). These are loaaea hill known locally as ‘coffin
hill’.

Roman (AD43-c.450)

During the Roman period the area was some distémore the main centres of
occupation, which was focused on the small tow@loésterton, 5km west of Bishops
Itchington. Chesterton developed on a major Ronwaal,rnow known as thEosse
Way (OS 1979), which linke€orinium (Cirencester) wittiRatae(Leicester). The only
evidence of Roman activity in the village is a graf Roman coins discoveredlkm
southwest of the site (Salzman 1951).

Saxon (c.450-1066)

Little is known of the early development of thelagle, which originated during the

Saxon period. Bishops Itchington is mentioned @ Blomesday survey (1086), where
it is referred to adcetone The land was held by the Abbey of Coventry and wa
valued at £12 (Williams & Martin 2003, 653).

Medieval (1066-1500)

The village developed during the medieval period aas granted a market in 1259
(HER 9046; Slater 1997, fig. 57). The developmétetis in the medieval core of the
village. The presence of earthworks on the west sifl the village (HER 4929)
suggests that the area of medieval settlement @atefurther to the west and that the
settlement subsequently contracted. A second shruskttlement is preseatl.km
south of the site, centred on Old Town Farm (HERB1§lwhere a number of
earthworks are interpreted as medieval or post-evatifishponds (HER 6183). Areas
of medieval ridge and furrow cultivation strips gresent in the fields surrounding the
village.

Post-Medieval & Modern  (1500-present)

The present street layout of the village had lardpelen established by the early"19
century. The first edition Ordnance Survey map shdle High Street and Fisher
Road, but Station Road was constructed later ifl#ecentury, to provide access to
the railway station, which was situated north & Wllage.
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The site is situated.100m northeast of the village church (HER 623).Airch is
known to have stood on the site since the medigsabd but the current church was
constructed in 1872 to a design by Ewan ChristRevéner & Wedgewood 2003,
214). Itis a Grade Il Listed Building.
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4.
4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Results

Between 18 and 18" May 2008 threevisits were made to monitor the groundworks
for a new double garage and associated access.

Footing trenches were excavated to a depthebfden 1m and 1.50m below the
existing ground level. The ground within the faatp of the new garage was reduced
by up to 0.30m using a toothless bucket. The hedae removed using a toothed
bucket and the ground level for the new accessre@sced by up to 0.25m with a
toothless bucket.

Dark brownish black silty clay topsoil overl#ye site to a depth of up to 0.50m.
Below this was mid yellowish brown silty clay subsweith occasional inclusions of
large, roughly shaped sandstone and smaller bhseboulders, concentrated in the
southeast corner of the footing trench. The néastrata, stiff mid yellowish brown
clay, was observed at a depth of 1m below exiginognd level (Fig. 4).

Fragments of glazed pottery of probabl8 ¢&ntury date were observed in the topsoil,
and the client reports frequently finding clay pgtems whilst gardening. No other
archaeological finds or features were observechduhe watching brief.

A tree in the southeast corner of the site ¢eatsed minimal ground disturbance and
its roots did not extend beyond the topsoil. Tedde boundary to the northeast of the
site had also caused minimal ground disturbandamihe topsoil.

Topsoil

Subsoil
- Naturatk
0 2m
I | || ]

Figure4: Sample section of footing trencBdale 1:20
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Plate 1: South facmg section of southern oting
trench

Plate 2: ooting trenches and footpri of new
garage

Plate 3: New access
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Figure5: OS F'edition 1886 $cale 1:10,56)0
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5. Conclusions
5.1 No structured archaeological work had previpuséen carried out in Bishop’s

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

Itchington. This watching brief therefore providad opportunity to investigate the
history of the village.

The existing building on the development sgeone of the earliest buildings in
Bishop’s Itchington. Information supplied by thient indicates that the house may
be timber-framed, it could therefore be of mediewal post-medieval date. The
existing building is shown on thé dition Ordnance Survey map of 1886 (Fig. 5).

No archaeological features were observed duttmegwatching brief and the only
archaeological finds were occasional fragments aitepy in the topsoil. These
fragments of pottery were glazed and clearly 8t @819" century date.

The site appears to have always formed pathefgarden of 3 Fisher Road, also
known as Fern House. The house may have medieigaho although it is equally
likely to be later.

Confidence Rating

The excavation of footing trenches for the new garand ground reduction for both
the garage and the new access were monitored. héfeadnditions were favourable
and no factors hindered the watching brief. A haginfidence rating is therefore
attached to the results.
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7. Archive

7.1  The project archive will comprise:

Brief

Project Design

Initial Report

Clients site plans

Site Monitoring Sheets

List of photographs

B/W prints & negatives

CDROM with copies of all digital files.

ONoOGRWNE

7.2  The archive will be deposited wiitlarwickshire Museum Service
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Appendix 2: List of Photographs

SITE NAME: 3 Fisher Road, Bishops Itchington SITE NO/CODE: 1074/BIF
Shot B&W | Digital Subject
1 v v" | View of footings from SW
2 v View of W footing trench from S
3 v View of S footing trench from W
4 v View of E footing trench from S
5 v View of E footing trench from N
6 v View of S footing trench from E
7 v v' | Sfacing section of footing trench
8 v v" | View of new access from SE
9 v v' | View of footings from NE
10 v v" | New access from E
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Appendix 3: ASC OASISForm

Watching Brief Report

PROJECT DETAILS

Project Name:

3 Fisher Road, Bishops ltchington

Short Description: In May 2008 ASC Ltd carried out a watching brief at 3 Fisher Road, Bishop’s Itchington,
Warwickshire as a condition of planning permission for the construction of a new garage. No
archaeological finds or features were observed during the watching brief and the impact of the
development is considered to be low. The site appears to have always formed a parcel of
land used for small-scale agriculture or market gardening.

Project Type: Watching Brief

(indicate all that apply)

Site status: None Previous work: None

(eg. none, SAM, Listed) (eg. SMR refs)

Current land use: Residential Future work: Unknown

(yes / no / unknown)

Monument type: None Monument period: None

Significant finds: None

(artefact type & period)

PROJECT LOCATION
County: Warwickshire OS reference: (8 figs min) | SP 3893 5781
District; Stratford-upon-Avon Parish: Bishops Itchington

Site address:
(with postcode if known)

3 Fisher Road, Bishops ltchington, Southam, Warwickshire

Study area: (sq.m.orha) | c. 2034 sq. m. Height OD: (metres) c. 115

PROJECT CREATORS
Organisation: Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd
Project brief originator: A Stocks Project design originator: J Richards
Project Manager: K Semmelmann Director/Supervisor: J Richards
Sponsor / funding body: Mr Simon Tagg-Wilkinson

PROJECT DATE

Start date: 13t May 2008 End date: 150 May 2008

PROJECT ARCHIVES

Location (Accession no.) Content (eg. pottery, animal bone, files/sheets)
Physical: N/A N/A
Paper: Warwickshire Museum Site records, Project Design, Report, Clients plans, B&W
photos and negatives
Digital: Warwickshire Museum CDRom with copies of all digital files
BIBLIOGRAPHY (Journal/monograph, published or forthcoming, or unpublished client report)

Title: Watching Brief: 3 Fisher Road, Bishops ltchington, Southam, Warwickshire

Serial title & volume:

ASC Ltd Report ref. 1074/BIF/2

Author(s):

J Richards BA PIFA

Page nos

21

Date:

16t May 2008
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