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SITE

Figure 1:  General location (scale 1:25,000)
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Summary
Between November 2007 and April 2008 ASC Ltd carried out an archaeological watching 
brief at The Clarendon Arms, Chandlers Cross, during groundworks for the extension of the 
building and improvement of the car parking area, as a condition of planning permission for 
the development of the site.  Two brick lined wells were observed within the area of the 
existing car park.  A third well shaft was also observed within the public house building.  The 
excavation of footing trenches for a new retaining wall to the north side of the carpark, and 
the removal of the tarmac overburden from the existing carpark revealed that the existing 
carpark level was below the subsoil horizon and lay directly on natural strata. No 
archaeological features predating the 19th century were observed and the archaeological 
impact of the development is negligible. 

1. Introduction 
1.1 Between November 2007 and April 2008 Archaeological Services and Consultancy 

Ltd (ASC) carried out a watching brief at the Clarendon Arms, Chandlers Cross, 
Hertfordshire.  The project was commissioned by David Cowham, and was carried out 
according to a project design prepared by ASC (Rouse 2007) following consultation 
with the Archaeological Advisor (AA) to Three Rivers District Council.  The relevant 
planning application reference is 8/07/1206/FUL. 

1.2 Planning Background

This watching brief was required under the terms of Planning Policy Guidance Note 
16 (PPG16), as a condition of planning permission for the development of the site. 

1.3 Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd

Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd (ASC) is an independent archaeological 
practice providing a full range of archaeological services including consultancy, field 
evaluation, mitigation and post-excavation studies, historic building recording and 
analysis.  ASC is recognised as a Registered Archaeological Organisation by the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists, in recognition of its high standards and working 
practices.

1.4 Management
The watching brief was managed by Karin Semmelmann BA MA AIFA, and was 
carried out under the overall direction of Bob Zeepvat BA MIFA.

1.5 The Site

1.5.1 Location & Description
The Clarendon Arms public house is situated in the hamlet of Chandlers Cross, 
in the civil parish of Sarratt, in the administrative district of Three Rivers, at 
National Grid Reference (NGR) TQ 0658 9824 (Fig. 1).  It stands at the 
junction of Redhall Lane, Chandlers Lane and Rousebarn Lane. 

The site (Fig. 2) consists of a triangular area of c. 0.2ha, largely occupied by an 
extensive car park.  There are three buildings on the site: the pub itself, located 
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at the south-east corner; a two-storey building known as the ‘Coach House’, in 
the centre of the south side, and a small building (‘The Bothy’) on the north 
side.  The entrance to the car park is at the west end of the site, from Redhall 
Road.  On the south side of the site, west of the Coach House, is a narrow strip 
of grass, formerly the site of Church Cottages. 

1.5.2 Geology & Topography 
The soils of the area are of the Sonning 1 Association, which comprise well
drained flinty coarse loamy and sandy soils, mainly over gravel.  Some coarse 
loamy over clayey soils with slowly permeable subsoils and slight seasonal 
waterlogging over plateau gravel and river terrace drift (Soil Survey 1983). 
The site lies at an elevation of c.77m AOD, on the north side of a valley that 
follows the course of Rousebarn Lane north-westward, turning to the west at 
the aforementioned road junction.  The site rises from south to north by about 
c.3-4m: both the pub and the Coach House are terraced into the slope. 

1.5.3 Proposed Development
The proposed development comprises the refurbishment of the Clarendon 
Arms and its associated car park (Fig. 3). 
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Figure 2:  Site plan (scale 1:500)
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Figure 3:  Plan of the proposed development (Scale 1:500)
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2. Aims & Methods 

2.1 Aims

As agreed with the archaeological advisor (AA) the aims of the watching brief were: 

�� To establish the date, nature and extent of activity or occupation in the 
development site 

�� To establish the relationship of any remains found to the surrounding 
contemporary landscapes 

�� To recover artefacts to assist in the development of type series within the region 
�� To recover palaeo-environmental remains to determine local environmental

conditions.

2.2 Standards

The work conformed to the project design, to the relevant sections of the Institute of 
Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct (IFA 2000) and Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA
2001), to the Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers East of 
England Region Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (ALGAO 
2003), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s own Operations Manual.

2.3 Methods

In line with the requirements of the AA, the methods adopted for this project were: 

�� Soil and overburden stripping under archaeological supervision. 
�� Inspection of sub-soil deposits for archaeological features. 
�� The rapid investigation and recording of any archaeological features/deposits. 
�� Subsoil stripping under archaeological supervision. 
�� Examination of any service and foundation trenches and the subsequent recording 

of and exposed archaeological deposits. 
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3. Archaeological & Historical Background 

3.1 The following section provides a summary of the readily available archaeological and 
historical background to the development site and its environs.  The site lies within an 
area of archaeological and historical interest, and has the potential to reveal evidence 
of a range of periods. 

This section has been compiled with information from the project design for this 
project, produced by ASC Ltd in 2007 (Rouse 2007). 

3.2 Chandlers Cross is a farming hamlet at the crossroads of four lanes, which converge at 
the Clarendon Arms public house.  It is not mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 
1086, and it is likely that the current settlement developed sometime after this period. 

3.3 Roman pottery has been found c.0.3km to the north east of the site (HER896), but 
does not suggest occupation in this area.  Later remains, in the form of a medieval
pottery kiln, were found during the construction of the M25 motorway, c0.5km to the 
north west of the site.

3.4 The main focus of archaeological activity in the area lies c.1.5km to the north east of 
the site, at the Grove Estate.  Human activity is recorded from as early as the Mesolitic 
period, with particular emphasis during the Saxon period (c.450-1066).  Twelve 
possible Saxon buildings were recorded on the site (HER11495), of which five were 
Grubenhauser (sunken floored buildings) and the remaining seven were rectangular 
post built structures.  Two Saxon burials were also recovered from the site 
(HER11496).  Occupation continued into the late medieval period, with evidence 
suggesting there was a modest manorial farming settlement on the site (HER11497). 

In March 2007 ASC undertook an historic building assessment of the Clarendon 
Arms, Chandlers Cross, to inform proposals for refurbishment (Zeepvat 2007). 

3.6 The Clarendon Arms was built in the first half of the 19th century by a local brewery, 
Clutterbuck’s: the precise date remains uncertain.  It was extended in the second half 
of the century, and two ranges of outbuildings were constructed to the west, including 
the present Coach House.  In the early-mid 20th century two large slate-clad canopies 
were added to the east-facing frontage of the pub, to provide a covered drinking area. 
A second extension was added to the pub in c.1973, to provide a modern kitchen and 
toilet facilities.  The latter had hitherto been located in the Coach House.  In 1978 the 
two adjoining properties, known as Church Cottages, were purchased by the brewery 
and demolished, and the land was used to extend the pub car park.  The small
outbuilding, known as The Bothy, originally stood at the rear of one of those gardens. 
As a result of successive alterations and refurbishments, no features or fittings of any 
great age or significance were identified by the assessment.
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4. Results 
4.1 Three site visits were made between 13th November and 4th December 2007 to monitor

the groundworks for the extension to the building.  A further three visits were made
between 26th March and 2nd April 2008 to monitor the groundworks for the 
construction of a new retaining wall to the north of the carpark and the reduction in 
ground level in the carpark. 

4.2 The natural strata was a mid orange sandy clay with frequent inclusions of gravel, 
which overlay chalk bedrock (Plate 1). The only archaeological features observed 
were three wells (Fig. 4).  Two were located to the north of the site, one 4m east of 
The Bothy, the other 4m west of it.  Both of these were visible in plan within the 
surface of the car park (Plate 2), they were lined with similar unfrogged, red bricks to 
those used in the walls of the public house.  The third well was located within the 
existing public house building. 

4.3 After the removal of the hedge forming the northern boundary of the site, it was clear 
that the existing carpark level was at least 0.10m below the subsoil horizon, increasing 
to 0.30m at the eastern edge of the site.  It appears that a great deal of ground 
disturbance had already taken place prior to the current scheme of refurbishment and 
ground reduction (Plate 3). 

Figure 4: Site plan showing location of wells in red (Scale 1:400)
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Plate 1:  View of stratigraphy within cut for lower ground 
floor level 

Plate 2:  Brick lined well to west of The Bothy

Plate 3:  Reduced ground level to north of site 
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5. Conclusions 

5.1 The only archaeological features observed were three wells, two in the northern part 
of the site close to The Bothy, the third inside the existing public house building.  All 
three were lined with unfrogged red bricks similar to those in the walls of the pub 
building.  These wells are likely to be contemporary with the original construction of 
the public house in the 19th century.

5.2 The northern part of the site was occupied by houses, known as Church Cottages until 
the pub car park was extended in 1978.  The Bothy formed an out building to one of 
these cottages, indicating that the two wells also belonged to either one or more of 
these cottages. 

5.3 The existing public house was built in the 19th century by Clutterbuck’s brewery.  The 
well observed inside the current building is likely to be earlier than this, and may
represent earlier occupation of the site.

5.4 No significant archaeological finds or features predating the 19th century were 
observed.  The extensions to the building in the late 19th to 20th centuries and the 
extension to the carpark appear to have damaged any earlier remains on the site.

5.5 Confidence Rating
Full co-operation was received from Chandlers Pubs Ltd and their contractors Capital
Services (Watford) Ltd.  As the existing car park level was below the subsoil horizon, 
no further monitoring visits were made once the footing trench for the retaining wall 
had been excavated. 
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7. Archive 

7.1 The project archive will comprise:

1. Brief 
2. Project Design
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7.2 The archive will be deposited with Three Rivers Museum.
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Appendix 2: List of Photographs 

SITE NAME: Clarendon Arms, Chandlers Cross SITE NO/CODE:  997/CCC 
Shot B&W Digital Subject

1 �� �� Stratigraphy from south 
2 �� �� Stratigraphy from southwest 
3 �� �� Stratigraphy from southeast 
4 �� �� Stratigraphy at north of site from southwest 
5 �� �� Well to east of The Bothy 
6 �� �� Well to west of The Bothy 
7 �� �� Retaining wall footings 
8 �� �� North of site after removal of tarmac
9 �� �� Retaining wall footings 
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