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Figure 1:  General location (scale 1:25,000) 

SITE 
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Summary 

In September 2009 a watching brief was carried out at Cedar Cottage, Village Road, Denham 

during the construction of a single storey rear extension to the existing cottage.  The site has 

been much disturbed due to services and a former concrete pond and stream.  Therefore no 

archaeological features or deposits were observed. 

 

 

 

1. Introduction 

1.1 In September 2009 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out a 

watching brief at Cedar Cottage, Village Road, Denham.  The project was 

commissioned by Mr P Williams, and was carried out according to a brief (Alqassar 

2009) prepared on behalf of the local planning authority (LPA), South 

Buckinghamshire District Council, by their archaeological advisor (AA), 

Buckinghamshire County Council Archaeological Service, and a project design (Rouse 

2009) prepared by ASC.  The relevant planning application reference is 

08/01691/FUL. 

 

1.2 Planning Background 

This watching brief was required under the terms of Planning Policy Guidance Note 

16 (PPG16), as a condition of planning permission for the development of the site. 

 

1.3 Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd 

Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd (ASC) is an independent archaeological 

practice providing a full range of archaeological services including consultancy, field 

evaluation, mitigation and post-excavation studies, historic building recording and 

analysis.  ASC is recognised as a Registered Archaeological Organisation by the 

Institute of Field Archaeologists, in recognition of its high standards and working 

practices. 

 

1.4 Management 

The project was managed by Karin Semmelmann BA MA MIFA, and was carried out 

under the overall direction of Bob Zeepvat BA MIFA. 

 

1.5 The Site 

1.5.1 Location & Description 

The site is located in the district of South Buckinghamshire, within the parish 

and village of Denham, at NGR TQ 0429 8695 (Fig. 1). 

The site is located to the south of St Mary’s Church, and the churchyard forms 

the northern boundary of the site.  The site is accessed from Village Road, 

which forms the western boundary of the site (Fig. 2). 

 

1.5.2 Geology & Topography 

The soils of the area belong to the Park Gate Association, and are likely to 

comprise deep stoneless silty soils variably affected by groundwater, over 
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Aeolian silty drift (Soil Survey 1983, 841e).  The underlying geology 

comprises Quaternary Pleistocene and Holocene Taplow gravel (BGS, Sheet 

255). 

 

1.5.3 Development 

The development comprises the construction of a single storey extension to the 

existing cottage (Fig. 3). 
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Figure 2: Site plan (scale 1:1250) 
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Figure 3:  Development, with area monitored highlighted in red.  The area of a former pond 

(now infilled) is shown in blue (not to scale) 
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2. Aims & Methods 

2.1 Aims 

As described in the brief (Section 5), the aims of the watching brief were: 

 To identify, appropriately investigate and record any archaeological remains 

revealed by the ground works. 

 

2.2 Standards 

The work conformed to the project design, to the relevant sections of the Institute for 

Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct (IFA 2000) and Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA 

2001), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s own Operations Manual. 

 

2.3 Methods 

The work was carried out according to the brief (Section 6), which required: 

 Groundworks to be undertaken with an appropriate machine, equipped with a 

toothless ditching bucket. 

 A comprehensive watching brief to be carried out during the mechanical stripping 

of top and subsoil. 

 Results of the comprehensive watching brief to be notified to the AA and further 

watching brief visits to be undertaken to monitor other intrusive groundworks if 

required. 

 If archaeological remains are discovered at any stage of groundworks the AA is to 

be notified. 

 Sufficient time to be allowed by the client to allow appropriate investigation of 

discovered archaeological remains in order that they are dated, characterised and 

appropriately recorded. 

 If unexpected archaeological remains of sufficient significance are discovered an 

appropriate mitigation strategy is to be implemented, subsequent to agreement with 

the AA and the client. 

 Finds to be collected and recorded as appropriate. 

 

2.4 Constraints 

No constraints were identified during the fieldwork, and the work was carried out 

according to the aims and methods detailed in the project design. 
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3. Archaeological & Historical Background 

3.1 The following section provides a summary of the readily available archaeological and 

historical background to the development site and its environs.  The site lies within an 

area of archaeological and historical interest, and has the potential to reveal evidence 

of a range of periods. 

This section has been compiled with information from the Buckinghamshire Historic 

Environment Record (HER) and other readily available sources. 

 

3.2 Prehistoric  (before 600BC – AD43) 

Evidence for prehistoric activity is limited mainly to flint scatters found during 

fieldwalking (HER5751), or by chance (HER0821 and HER4460).  In addition to this, 

a Bronze Age sword was found in the late18th – early 19
th

 century, c.300m to the west 

of the site. 

 

3.3 Roman  (AD43-c.450) 

The HER records a Roman road c.600m south west of the development site, which 

follows the general route of the modern A40.  It is thought that this road connected 

London with the south Oxfordshire region, passing through Middlesex into 

Buckinghamshire (HER4399).  There is only one recorded find dating to the Roman 

period within the study area, a coin of Constantine I (AD307-337), discovered c.150m 

to the north east of the development site. 

 

3.4 Saxon - Medieval  (c.450 -1500) 

The settlement at Denham is mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086, suggesting 

it has its origins in the late Saxon or early medieval period.  It also mentions the 

presence of two mills in Denham (HER2893), which are identified on later mapping as 

being located c.300m to the southeast of the development site.  There is also 

documentary evidence for a medieval market and fair at Denham, granted by charter in 

early 1227 by King Henry III to Henry de Capella (HER9844). 

There are several listed buildings in the village of Denham, including The Old Bakery 

(HER5062).  Whilst this Grade II listed building was being restored, it was discovered 

that the building started life as a medieval base-cruck hall, which has been dated to the 

mid 14
th

 century, based on archaeological and documentary evidence. 

The church of St Mary is located immediately to the north of the development site, 

with the churchyard boundary forming the northern boundary of the site.  Although 

much updated in the 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries, the earliest features within the building 

date to the 13
th

 century. 

 

3.5 Post-Medieval  (1500-1900) 

Located on the development site itself, Cedar Cottage, and the adjacent Cedar Tree 

Cottage, are both Grade II listed buildings dated to the 17
th

 century. 

A bronze purse mount with traces of green enamelling dating to the 15
th

 or 16
th

 

century was found c.450m to the southeast of the development site. 
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Denham Place is a large 17
th

 century brick mansion, built by Sir Robert/Roger Hall, 

situated c.500m to the north west of the development site.  It is thought to be on the 

site of the former Denham Manor, which belonged to the Peckham family (HER4370).  

Another large 17
th

 century manor house, known as Denham Court, is located c.800m 

to the east of the development site.  Largely rebuilt in the 18
th

 and 19
th

 centuries, it is 

surrounded by an ornamental watercourse, and has a surviving fishpond (HER2149). 

 

3.6 Modern  (1900-present) 

During the modern period, the village of Denham has expanded considerably to the 

southwest of the development site, probably as a result of the opening of major 

transport routes nearby, such as the railway, c.1km to the north, and the M25, 2.5km to 

the west. 
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4. Results 

4.1 The footings were excavated with the use of a mini digger with a 0.8m toothless 

bucket (Plate 1).  The northwest footing was the primary area to be monitored; this 

was because the development area had been greatly disturbed by a former concrete 

fishpond, stream and soil channel (Fig. 3). 

 

4.2 Northwest Footing (Fig. 3; Plates 2-3) 

The northwest footing measured c.0.8m width, c.7m in length and between 1.15-1.3m 

in depth.  The stratigraphy comprised of c.0.3m of patio and sand, underlying which is 

c.0.85-1.0m of a mid brown, loose, clay silt layer with moderate small sub-

angular/rounded and rounded stones, underlying which is a light orangey brown, loose, 

sandy/gravely natural strata with frequent small sub-angular/rounded and rounded 

stones.  The ground was much disturbed due to the laying of the patio, an earlier 

soakaway, and numerous services running through the area.  No archaeological 

features or deposits were observed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 1:  Overall footing trench, looking NW 
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Plate 2:  Northwest area of footing trench, looking east 

 

 

 

Plate 3:  Northwest area of footing trench, looking west 
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5. Conclusions 
 

5.1 Due to the high level of disturbance encountered within the monitored area, the 

presence of buried modern services and a former concrete pond and stream, no 

archaeological finds or deposits were observed within the footing trench. 

 

5.2 Confidence Rating 

The work was carried out in good conditions and can be given a high confidence 

rating. 
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7. Archive 

7.1 The project archive will comprise: 

1. Brief 

2. Project Design 

3. Initial Report 

4. Clients site plans 

5. Site Monitoring Sheets 

6. Site record drawings 

7. List of photographs 

8. B/W prints & negatives 

9. CDROM with copies of all digital files. 

 

7.2 The archive will be deposited with Buckinghamshire County Museum (AYBCM: 

2009.206). 
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Appendix 1: Monitoring Sheets 
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 Appendix 3: List of Photographs 

SITE NAME:  Cedar Cottage, Village Road, Denham, Buckinghamshire SITE NO/CODE:  1182/DCC 

Shot  B&W Digital Subject 

1  √ General site shot, looking north 

2  √ General site shot, looking north 

3  √ General site shot, looking west 

4  √ General site shot, looking west 

5 √ √ Northwest footing trench, looking east 

6 √ √ Northwest footing trench, looking east 

7 √ √ Footing trench, looking east (west facing section) Stream 

8 √ √ Footing trench, looking east (west facing section) Stream 

9  √ Footing trench, looking east (west facing section) Stream 

10  √ General site shot, looking north 

11 √ √ Footing trench (north facing section) Cement pond 

12 √ √ Footing trench (north facing section) Cement pond 

13  √ Footing trench, looking north 

14  √ Footing trench, looking NW 

15  √ Footing trench, looking SW 

16  √ Footing trench, looking w 
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