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Figure 1: General location (scale 1:25,000)
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Summary

In September/October 2010 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd carried out an
excavation and watching brief at St John the Baptist Church, Granborough, Buckinghamshire
during the development of a new toilet and associated services. The development area was
void of any articulated human burials, with two fragments of disarticulated human bone. A
limestone surface was excavated that is likely post-medieval in date.

1.
1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

Introduction

In September/October 2010 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC)
carried out an excavation and watching brief at St John the Baptist Church,
Granborough, Buckinghamshire. The project was commissioned by client, the Vicar
and Parochial Church Council, and was carried out according to a generic brief
prepared on behalf of the local planning authority (LPA), Aylesbury Vale District
Council, by their archaeological advisor (AA), Buckinghamshire County
Archaeological Service, and a project design prepared by ASC. The relevant planning
application reference is 10/00199/APP.

Planning Background

This watching brief was required under the terms of Planning Policy Statement 5
(PPS5), as a condition of planning permission for the development of the site.

Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd

ASC is an independent archaeological practice providing a full range of archaeological
services including consultancy, field evaluation, mitigation and post-excavation
studies, historic building recording and analysis. ASC is recognised as a Registered
Organisation by the Institute for Archaeologists and is also accredited ISO 9001, in
recognition of its high standards and working practices.

The Site

1.4.1 Location & Description
The site lies in the parish of Granborough in the administrative district of
Aylesbury Vale, Buckinghamshire. The site is centred on Ordnance Survey
National Grid Reference SP7678 2500 (Fig. 1).

The church and its grounds encompass a rectangular plot of land ¢.2964 sq m.
The site is located at the junction of Green End and Marston Road, both of
which provide site access (Fig. 2).

The parish church of St John the Baptist dates from the 14" century and is built
of stone rubble with dressings of clunch and stone. The church consists of a
chancel, nave and a west tower.

© ASC Ltd 2010 Page 4
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1.4.2 Geology & Topography

The geology of the site comprises drift glaciofluvial deposits of sand and
gravel (BGS, Sheet 219). The soils fall into the Evesham 2 association
described as slowly permeable calcareous clayey soils. Some slowly permeable
seasonally waterlogged non-calcareous clayey and fine loamy or fine silty over
clayey soils. Landslips and associated irregular terrain locally (Soil Survey
1983, 411b, Sheet 4). The site lies at an elevation level of ¢.110 m OD. The
topography of the development area slightly slopes downward in an N-S
direction.

1.4.3  Proposed Development
The proposed development comprises a new toilet towards the western
boundary of the church and associated services (Fig. 3).
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Figure 2: Site plan (scale 1: 1250)
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2. Aims & Methods
2.1 Aims

2.2

23

24

As described in the project design (Section 3), the aims of the excavation and watching
brief were:

e To investigate and record any surviving archaeological remains within the
footprint of the building and soakaway, with particular attention to articulated
human remains;

e To ensure continuous archaeological monitoring of all associated service trenches
likely to affect archaeological remains, with particular attention to articulated
human remains;

e To secure the adequate recording of any archaeological remains revealed by the
development programme;

e To secure the analysis, conservation and long-term storage of any
artefactual/ecofactual material recovered from the site.

e To investigate the development of the church and the churchyard, in particular to
determine whether there is any evidence for an earlier church on the site

Standards

The work conformed to the project design, to the relevant sections of the Institute for
Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct (IFA 2000) and Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA
2001), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s own Operations Manual.

Methods
The work was carried out according to the project design (Section 3), which required:

e Excavation under archaeological supervision within the footprint of the proposed
development and associated soakaway (Fig. 4).
e An intensive watching brief on all associated service trenches (Fig. 4).

Constraints

The work was carried out primarily in line with the project design and with full
cooperation of the client. However, there were a number of departures from the
proposed development plan regarding the location of the service trenches (see Fig. 4
for details). Amendments to the initial report were also carried out due to the need for
further groundwork’s requiring another site visit.
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3.

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Archaeological & Historical Background

The following section provides a summary of the readily available archaeological and
historical background to the development site and its environs. The site lies within an
area of archaeological and historical interest, and has the potential to reveal evidence
of a range of periods.

This section has been compiled with information from Buckinghamshire Historical
Environmental Record (HER) and ASC’s library.

Prehistoric - Roman (before 600BC- ADc.450)

The earliest archaeological evidence recorded in the HER for the village of
Granborough dates to the Roman period. Early Roman pottery (HER 0075600000)
was found ¢.100m northwest of the site.

Saxon - Medieval (c.450-1500)

It is likely that the village of Granborough was established in the Saxon period.
However it is not until the Domesday survey of 1086 that Granborough is first
mentioned, as being in the Waddesdon Hundred, held by the Abbot of St Albans. The
village is assessed at 5 hides with land for 9 ploughs; in lordship 2 hides with 2
ploughs; 7 villagers with 4 smallholders that have 7 ploughs; 1 slave, and meadow for
2 ploughs (Williams and Martin 2003:401).

The parish church of St John the Baptist (HER 0582500000) dates from the 140
century and is built of stone rubble with dressings of clunch and stone. The church
consists of a chancel, nave and a west tower. The present nave was built ¢.1330,
whilst the chancel was rebuilt between 1396 and 1401. The west tower was added and
the walls of the nave were heightened in the late 15" century (RCHME 1912:118-119).
A 15" century vessel (HER 0582500001) for holding christening oil was found during
works to the church.

Further medieval features in the area include earthworks of a shrunken medieval
village (HER 0160300000) recorded in a field survey ¢.300m west of the site. Also
c.1.2km north of the site is a series of earthworks marking the deserted medieval
village of Biggen (HER 75700). A strip, map and sample excavation was carried out
by ASC in 2009 adjacent to the deserted medieval village. The project uncovered no
archaeological features or deposits (Hunn 2009).

Post-Medieval - Modern (1500-present)

St John the Baptist church is a Grade II listed building that has undergone restorations
into the 19" century.

Granborough has remained a small village with a number of 16M-17" century timber-
framed cottages (Pevsner and Williamson 2000:344). Examples include Sparrows
Thatch (HER 1094300000), ¢.80m west of the site along Church Lane, and other
cottages along Green End, immediately north of the site (e.g. HER 1094400000,
1094500000, 1094600000).

© ASC Ltd 2010 Page 8
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4. Results
4.1 General

4.2

4.3

The archaeological works were carried out using two methods. An excavation was
carried on the area for the new toilet and soakaway, whilst a watching brief was carried
out on the service and footing trenches for the new build (Fig. 4).

Excavation (Fig. 4; Plates 1 -3)

An area of ¢.12.70 sq m encompassing the new toilet and a 1xIm soakaway was
mechanically excavated with a 1m toothless bucket. The new toilet area was initially
excavated to a level of ¢.300mm, after which a watching brief was carried out on the
footing trench within the stripped area (see section 4.2.1). The soakaway was
excavated to a depth of ¢.0.80m max.

The site stratigraphy comprised:

00 - 100-300mm max  Topsoil/turf that consisted of dark brown, friable, clay silt
with heavy rooting;

100-300 — ¢.750mm Made-ground that consisted of mid slight yellowish brown,
friable, silty clay with moderate small sub-angular stones,
occasional small-medium sub-angular sandstone, and heavy
rooting in places;

¢.750-820mm Natural strata that consisted of light browny orange,
soft/slightly firm clay.

The soakaway and the initial 300mm ground reduction uncovered no significant
archaeological features, deposits, finds or human burials from the excavation areas.
Towards the southwest corner of the excavation area heavy root disturbance and tree
stumps were present.

A further 300mm was hand excavated in the new toilet area. The ground reduction
uncovered remains of a limestone surface (see below for further details), ¢.0.50m BGL
(below ground level). Two fragments of animal bone, one fragment of human bone
and small tile fragments were also found within the made-ground.

Watching Brief (Fig. 4; Plates 2, 4-17)

An intensive watching brief was carried out on the footings for the new toilet and the
associated services.

4.2.1 Footing Trench (Plates 2, 4-10)

The footing trench for the new toilet was both mechanically excavated with a
0.23m bucket and hand excavated. The footing trench varied in depth between
¢.0.67-0.80m BGL (below ground level). Generally the stratigraphy comprised
¢.300mm max of topsoil, ¢.500mm max of made-ground and c.150mm of
natural strata (natural strata only visible in northern end of footing trench).

© ASC Ltd 2010 Page 9
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A compact sub-angular limestone surface, with no bonding, was uncovered at
the northern and southern ends of the footing trench during excavation. The
surface also extended into the eastern end of the footing trench, which was not
noticed during excavation due to the surface being less compact in this area
and less noticeable. Therefore, the surface at the eastern end of the footing
trench was only identified in section and measured ¢.3.60m in width.

At the northern end of the trench the maximum stone size of the surface
measured ¢.170 x 110 x 80mm. At the southern end the surface had a number
of stones that were flatter, measuring a maximum size of ¢.180 x 190 x 20mm.
The surface at the northern end of the trench included traces of light yellowy
orange loose sand underlying the stone.

The surface was visible at ¢.0.24m BGL at the northern end, ¢.0.50m BGL at
the southern end, and ¢.0.28m BGL at the eastern end of the footing trench.
The total surface area excavated measured at ¢.3.01 sq m, to a maximum depth
of ¢.0.20m, and extended beyond the limit of excavation towards the north,
east and south. No remains of the surface were uncovered in the soakaway
trench.

During the excavation of the surface area a number of finds deriving from
immediately above and within the surface comprised one disarticulated human
bone, animal bone and tooth, glass, tile with traces of a light brown/orange
mortar, post-medieval pottery and pottery with the date undetermined.

Further finds from the footing trench was a fragment of white and blue ‘willow
pattern’ pottery dating to c. 19" century, animal bone, clay pipe stem, iron nails,
iron square fitting, iron shoe fitting, and pottery (date undetermined).

Service Trenches (Plates 11-17)

Four service trenches were mechanically excavated with a 0.23m wide bucket.
The stratigraphy comprised ¢.300mm of topsoil above ¢.200-600mm max of
made-ground.

Service trench 1 was orientated NW-SE and measured ¢.8.50m in length, to a
depth of ¢.0.50-0.90m BGL. Towards the NW end of the trench, evidence of
20" century pottery, plastic, and metal was uncovered indicating modern
disturbance near to a recent man-hole.

Service trench 2 was oriented N-S and measured c.4m in length, to a depth of
c.0.57-0.68m BGL. Two elongated pieces of iron were uncovered, deemed to
be of little archaeological significance.

Service trench 3 was orientated NW-SE and measured ¢.2.90m in length, to a

depth of ¢.0.50-0.60m BGL. The made-ground contained a glass bottle, a clay
pipe stem, and an iron rivet for a fence, of little archaeological significance.
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Service trench 4 was oriented SW-NE and measured c.4m in length, to a depth
of ¢.0.70m max BGL. The made-ground contained recent disturbance of
buried plastic near to the man-hole.

No significant archaeological features, deposits, finds or human burials were
uncovered from the service trenches.

Plate 1: North facing section of soakaway, Plate 2: Excavation area of new build and footing
looking S (scale 1m) trench, looking NW (scale 2x1m)

Plate 3: New toilet area excavated a further Plate 4: Limestone surface at northern end of
300mm exposing limestone surface towards the footing trench, looking W (scale 1m)
east, looking S (scale Im)
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Plate 5: Limestone surface at northern end of Plate 6: Limestone surface at southern end of
footing trench, looking E (scale 1m) footing trench, looking W (scale 1m)

T a8 YA
Plate 7: Limestone surface detail at southern end Plate 8: West facing section of eastern end of
of footing trench, looking S (Scale 500mm) footing trench highlighting limestone surface in

section, looking E (scale 1m)
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Plate 10: Finds deriving from footing trench
(scale 280mm)

Plate 11: General view of service trench 1,
looking NW (scale 2x1m)
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Plate 12: NE facing section of service trench 1,
looking NW (scale 2% 1m)

Plate 13: General view of soakaway with service
trench 2 and 3, looking N (scale Im)

Plate 14: N facing section of service trench 3,
looking S (scale 2% 1m)

Plate 15: General view of service trench 4,
looking NE (scale 1m)
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Plate 16: E facing section of service trench 4, Plate 17: Finds deriving from service trenches
looking W (scale 2x1m) (scale 250mm)
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S.

5.1

5.2

53

Conclusions

The archaeological works carried out in the churchyard of St John the Baptist Church
uncovered no articulated human burials and only two disarticulated human bone
fragments. This suggests that this area of the cemetery, towards the south-western
boundary, has not been as extensively used for burials. Burials are present immediately
to the east of the development area, and it is possible that burials are present below the
limit of excavation.

The remains of a limestone surface were uncovered within the new toilet excavation
area and footing trench, extending beyond the limit of excavation to the north, south
and east. Post-medieval pottery was uncovered from the surface area, thought to be a
pathway.

Confidence Rating

The project was carried out in line with the project design and with full cooperation of
the client and is therefore given a high confidence rating.
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2. Project Design
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5. Site Monitoring Sheets
6. Finds records

7. Site record drawings
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10. CDROM with copies of all digital files.

7.2 The archive will be deposited with Buckinghamshire County Museum.
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St John the Baptist Church, Granborough, Buckinghamshire

1340/GSJ

Appendix 2: Finds Concordance

Excavation and Watching Brief Report

Context Pottery Bone Other Finds
(no) (no) Type (no)
Limestone 4 sherds 3 animal bone Tile 7 frags
Surface 1 rim 1 animal tooth Glass 2 frags
(excavation and 1 zygomatic
watching brief bone (human)
areas) 1 human bone
Footing Trench 2 sherds 3 animal bone Iron nalil 3
(made-ground) Iron square fitting 1
Iron shoe fitting 1
Clay pipe stem 1
Service trenches Glass bottle 1
(made-ground) Clay pipe stem 1
Iron fence fitting 1
Metal handle 1
Iron nalil 1
Elongated pieces of iron 2
Metal circular disc 1

Note: Finds were deemed to be of little archaeological significance and were kept by the church,
while the disarticulated human bone fragments are to be re-interred.
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Appendix 3: List of Photographs

SITE NAME: St John the Baptist Church, Granborough, SITE NO/CODE: 1340/GSJ
Buckinghamshire
Shot No. | Shot No. Subject
B&W Digital
1 1 North facing section of soakaway, looking S (1m scale) (13/09/10)
2 General view of development area, looking W (13/09/10)
3 General view of church, looking SE (13/09/10)
2 4 Service trench 1, looking SE (2x1m scale) (14/09/10)
3 5 Service trench 1, looking NW (2x1m scale) (14/09/10)
4 6 NE facing section of service trench 1, looking SW (2x1m scale) (14/09/10)
7 Finds deriving from service trenches (250mm scale) (14/09/10)
5 8 Service trench 2, looking N (1m scale) (14/09/10)
9 General view of development area, looking NW (1m scale) (14/09/10)
6 10 Service trench 3, looking NW (1m scale) (14/09/10)
7 11 N facing section of service trench 3, looking S (2x1m scale) (14/09/10)
8 12 E facing section of service trench 4, looking W (2x1m scale) (16/09/10)
9 13 Service trench 4, looking NE (1m scale) (16/09/10)
10 14 Stone surface at northern end of footing trench, looking W (1m scale)
(21/09/10)
11 15 Stone surface at northern end of footing trench, looking W (1m scale)
(21/09/10)
12 16 Stone surface at northern end of footing trench, detail, looking S (500mm
scale) (21/09/10)
13 17 Stone surface at northern end of footing trench, detail, looking S (500mm
scale) (21/09/10)
18 Stone surface at northern end of footing trench, detail, looking S (500mm
scale) (21/09/10)
19 Stone surface at northern end of footing trench, detail, looking S (500mm
scale) (21/09/10)
14 20 Stone surface at northern end of footing trench, looking NE (1m scale)
(21/09/10)
21 Stone surface at northern end of footing trench, looking E (1m scale)
(21/09/10)
15 22 W facing section of footing trench at eastern end, looking E (1m scale)
(21/09/10)
16 23 Stone surface at southern end of footing trench, looking W (1m scale)
(22/09/10)
24 Stone surface at southern end of footing trench, looking W (1m scale)
(22/09/10)
17 25 Stone surface at southern end of footing trench, detail, looking S (500mm
scale ) (22/09/10)
18 26 Stone surface at southern end of footing trench, detail, looking S (500mm
scale ) (22/09/10)
27 Stone surface at southern end of footing trench, detail, looking S (500mm
scale ) (22/09/10)
28 Stone surface at southern end of footing trench, looking S (22/09/10)
29 Stone surface at southern end of footing trench, looking S (22/09/10)
30 Stone surface at southern end of footing trench, looking S (22/09/10)
31 Finds deriving from stone surface (300mm scale) (22/09/10)
32 Finds deriving from stone surface (300mm scale) (22/09/10)
33 S facing section of northern end of footing trench, looking N (1m scale)
(22/09/10)
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SITE NAME: St John the Baptist Church, Granborough, SITE NO/CODE: 1340/GSJ
Buckinghamshire
Shot No. | Shot No. Subject
B&wW Digital
34 N facing section of southern end of footing trench, looking S (1m scale)
(22/09/10)
19 35 S facing section of southern end of footing trench, looking N (1m scale)
(22/09/10)
36 Finds deriving from footing trench (300mm scale) (22/09/10)
20 37 General view of excavation area of new build and footing trench, looking
NW (2x1m scale) (22/09/10)
21 38 General view of excavation area of new build and footing trench, looking SW
(2x1m scale) (22/09/10)
39 Further ground reduction in area of new build, looking S (1m scale)
(06/10/10)
40 Further ground reduction in area of new build, looking S (1m scale)
(06/10/10)
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Appendix 4: ASC OASIS Form

PROJECT DETAILS

Project Name:

St John the Baptist Church, OASIS reference: | archaeol2-80145

Granborough, Buckinghamshire

Short Description: In September/October 2010 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd carried out an
excavation and watching brief at St John the Baptist Church, Granborough, Buckinghamshire
during the development of a new toilet and associated services. The development area was
void of any articulated human burials, with two fragments of disarticulated human bone. A
limestone surface was excavated that is likely post-medieval in date.

Project Type: Excavation and Watching Brief

Previous work: N/a Site status: Listed

(eg. SMR refs) (eg. none, SAM, listed)

Current land use: Church yard Future work: Unknown

(yes/no/unknown)

Monument type: Church Monument period: | 14t Century

Significant finds: Limestone surface

(artefact type & period)

PROJECT LOCATION
County: Buckinghamshire OS reference: (8 figs min) | SP 7678 2500

Site address:
(+ postcode if known)

St John the Baptist Church, Marston Road/Green End, Granborough, Buckinghamshire, MK18
3NS

Study area: (sq. m./ ha)

¢.108 sqm Height OD: (metres) ¢.110m OD

PROJECT CREATORS

Organisation:

Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd

Project brief originator:

Buckinghamshire County

Project design originator:

Carina Summerfield-Hill BA

Archaeology Service MSc (ASC Ltd)
Project Manager: Karin Semmelmann MA MIFA Supervisor: Carina Summerfield-Hill BA

(ASC Ltd) MSc (ASC Ltd)
Sponsor / funding body: Parochial Church Council

PROJECT DATE
Fieldwork start date: 13/09/10 Fieldwork end date: 06/10/10
PROJECT ARCHIVES

Location (Accession no.) Content (eg. pottery, animal bone, files/sheets)
Physical: . . Nia
Paper: Bucklngr':;gzzlrr:]a County PD, Report, Site Records, B&W photos and negatives
Digital: Al digital files onto a CD

BIBLIOGRAPHY (Journal/monograph, published or forthcoming, or unpublished client report)

Title:

Excavation and Watching Brief: St John the Baptist Church, Granborough, Buckinghamshire

Serial title & volume:

ASC Ltd Report ref. 1340/GSJ/3

Author(s):

Carina Summerfield-Hill BA MSc

Page nos
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Date:

15/11/110
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