Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd

WATCHING BRIEF:
PURWELL NINESPRINGS NATURE RESERVE
PURWELL LANE
HITCHIN
HERTFORDSHIRE

NGR: TL 20595 29320

on behalf of Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust

Bob Zeepvat BA MIFA
November 2010

ASC: 1351/PNS/2

Letchworth House
Chesney Wold, Bleak Hall
Milton Keynes MK6 1NE
A Tel: 01908 608989 Fax: 01908 605700
Email: office@archaeological-services.co.uk
Website: www.archaeological-services.co.uk

REGISTERED FIRM



Purwell Ninesprings Nature Reserve, Hitchin, Herts. Project Design for Watching Brief
1351/PNS

Site Data
ASC project code: PNS ASC Project No: 1351
OASISref: Archaeol2-8352 Event/Accession no:
County: Hertfordshire
Village/Town: Hitchin
Civil Parish: Hitchin
NGR (to 8 figs): TL 20595 29320
Extent of site: 0.01 ha
Present use: Nature Reserve
Planning proposal: Creation of two ponds and viewing platform with ess

from public footpath
Planning application ref/date: 1/01256/09

Local Planning Authority: North Herts District Council
Date of fieldwork: 26" & 27" October 2010
Client: Herts & Middlesex Willife Trust

Grebe House
St Michael’s Street

St Albans

AL3 4SN
Contact name: Alison O’'Dea

Internal Quality Check
Primary Author: Bob Zeepvat Date: 12 November 2010
Revisions: Date:
Wl
Edited/Checked By: V///WM/L Date: 12/11/2010
/r

© Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd
No part of this document is to be copied in any wéhout prior written consent.

Every effort is made to provide detailed and aceuiaformation. However, Archaeological Services &
Consultancy Ltd cannot be held responsible forreroo inaccuracies within this report.

© Ordnance Survey maps reproduced with the sanofitime Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery @#i
ASC Licence No. AL 100015154

© ASC Ltd 2010 Page 1



Purwell Ninesprings Nature Reserve, Hitchin, Herts. Project Design for Watching Brief
1351/PNS

CONTENTS

RS UL 0] 0=V PP 4
i [0 10T [ Tox 1 o] o EO OSSP PP PP PP PPRPPPPN 4
2. AIMS & MELNOUS ...t e e e e e e e e e e e 7
3. Archaeological & Historical BaCKground................coooiiiiiiiiiieieeeeee e aieeeeee e 8
4. ReSUIS & CONCIUSIONS. .....uiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e et 10
5. ACKNOWIEAQEMENLS ...ttt ettt re e raan 12
B. ATCRIVE L.ttt ettt e e e e e e 12
A =] (=] 1= ot PP PUPPPPT 13
Appendices:

1. ASC Watching Brief MoNitoring SHEELS ... eeeeeereiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies e seeeeeanens 14
P o 010 (o I I ST T P PP PP PPPPPPPPPTPPPPN 15
3. ASC OASIS FOIMMN .ttt ettt ettt et et e e e e seae s s s mmmnms e e snnnnnnnnnnne 16
Figures:

1. GENEIAI IOCALION ....iiiiiiiiiiie et ee ettt e e e e e e s e e e e 3
1 (= o] - o ISP SRURSRRR 5
3. Proposed deVEIOPMENT..........uuiiiiiiii ettt e e e e e e e as 6
Plates:

Cover:

1. The pond UNAer EXCAVALION........iiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee et nasasnassnannanas 11
2. The pond Under EXCaVALtION..............ooiiiiiieiei e ea e e e e e e e 11
3. Section through pPond dEPOSILS.........ccuieeeireeiiiiii e 11

© ASC Ltd 2010 Page 2



Purwell Ninesprings Nature Reserve, Hitchin, Herts. Project Design for Watching Brief
1351/PNS

i

il
TS

£

Figure1l: General locatiolfscale 1:25,000)

© ASC Ltd 2010

Page 3



Purwell Ninesprings Nature Reserve, Hitchin, Herts. Project Design for Watching Brief
1351/PNS

Summary

In October 2010 a watching brief was maintained on the excavation of a former wetland area
to create a pond at Purwell Ninesprings Nature Reserve, Hitchin. Excavation of the former
wetland area, undertaken under less than ideal conditions, encountered only organic deposits
of probably relatively recent origin. On the south side of the pond, where the excavation
extended beyond the original wetland deposits, some Roman pottery was recovered from the
subsoil. Given the proximity of Ninesprings Roman villa, this was not surprising, and
indicates that Roman activity probably extended over 150m north of the focus of the villa.

1. Introduction

1.1  In October 201@\rchaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out a
watching brief at Purwell Nine Springs Nature ReseHitchin, Hertfordshire. The
project was commissioned by thierts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust, and was carried
out according to a brief (Instone 2010) preparedbehalf of the local planning
authority (LPA),North Herts District Council, by their archaeological advisor (AA),
Hertfordshire County Council Historic Environment Unit, and a project design
prepared by ASC (Semmelmann 2010). The relevaninphg application reference is
1/01256/09.

1.2  Planning Background

This watching brief was required under the termsPlainning Policy Statement 5
(PPS5), as a condition of planning permission lierdevelopment of the site.

1.3  Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd

ASC s an independent archaeological practice providifigil range of archaeological
services including consultancy, field evaluationjtigmtion and post-excavation
studies, historic building recording and analysASC is recognised as Registered
Organisation by the Institute for Archaeologists and is alsoradited 1ISO 9001, in
recognition of its high standards and working pcast.

1.4 TheSite

1.4.1 Location & Description
Purwell Ninesprings Nature Reserve lies on theeeastdge of the town and
parish of Hitchin, which is in the administrativistict of North Hertfordshire.
The National Grid reference (NGR) is TL 20595 2982i@. 1)

The nature reserve, which comprises wetland with rfieeadow and alder
woodland, covers an area of approximately 7hais lounded by the River
Purwell to the west, Gypsy Lane to the east, Purvaie and woodland to the
north. There are watercress beds to the southZFig

1.4.2 Geology & Topography
The site lies within a side valley of the river Retl, at an elevation of.63m
AOD. The Soil Survey of England and Wales hassnoteyed the soils on the
site (Soil Survey 1983, Sheet 4), but the Landsd@paracter Assessment
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states that poor draining gleyed soils over alluviift predominate
(http://www.north-herts.gov.uk/river_oughton.pdfee also BGS, Sheet 221).

1.4.3 Proposed Devel opment
The development proposal is to create two pondsaavidwing platform with

access from the public footpath (Fig. 3).
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Figure2: Site plan(scale as shown)
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2. Aims& Methods

2.1 Aims

In line with the project design (Section 3), thmsiof the project were:

To ensure the archaeological monitoring of all atspef the development
programme likely to affect archaeological remains.

To secure the adequate recording of any archa@allagimains revealed by the
development programme.

To secure the analysis, conservation and long-testorage of any
artefactual/ecofactual material recovered fromsite

2.2  Standards

The work conformed to the project design, to tHeuant sections of the Institute for
Archaeologists’Code of Conduct (IFA 2000) andStandard & Guidance Notes (IFA
2001), to the Association of Local Government Amblagical Officers East of
England RegiorStandards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (ALGAO
2003), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s @mperations Manual.

2.3 Methods

The work was carried out according to the projeesigh (Section 3.3), which
required:

Soil and overburden stripping under archaeologiagkrvision;
Inspection of subsoil deposits for archaeologieattres;

The rapid investigation and recording of any arohagical features/deposits
including environmental;

Subsoil stripping under archaeological supervision;

Examination of any service and foundation trenchesl the subsequent
recording/investigation of any exposed archaeoldgideposits including
environmental;

Examination of spoil-heaps for archaeological maker
A programme of post-fieldwork analysis, archiviagd publication.

2.4 Constraints

No constraints were encountered in the executidghisfwatching brief.
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3.

3.1

3.2

3.3

2.4

2.5

Archaeological & Historical Background

The following section provides a summary of ibadily available archaeological and
historical background to the development site am@nvirons. The site lies within an
area of archaeological and historical interest, la@sl the potential to reveal evidence
of a range of periods.

This section has been compiled with informatiomfrblertfordshire County Council
Historic Environment Record (HER), ASC'’s referecodiection and the internet.

Prehistoric (before 600BC)

The earliest archaeological evidence for humarvisetin the area is a Neolithic or
Bronze Age flint scraper (HER 309), which was foumdhe vicinity of Purwell Mill,
to the west of the nature reserve.

Iron Age (600BC-AD43)

More permanent settlement is suggested by the \dsgoof a bronze coin of

Cunobelin,c.AD10-40 (HER 466), which was found on the sitdNafesprings Roman

Villa (HER 467). A Late Iron Age butt beaker amdotamphorae (HER 108) were
also found on Purwell housing estate to the ndrthe@reserve.

A series of cropmarks indicate the presence ofrabaun of features of uncertain date
in the vicinity. A possible trackway (HER 1642) aBdoarallel linear ditches (HER
1638) lie to the north of a ring ditch (HER 6354)his was approximately 35m in
diameter and had two internal maculae but no appa&mtrance. To the immediate
south is Ninesprings Roman villa [467] with threzsgibly associated ditches [6122]
to the east of it.

Roman (AD43-c.450)

Ninesprings Villa (HER 467) was partly excavatedlBB4, revealing seven rooms,
three hypocausts, and a tesselated pavement. ifhdsviocated on a slight SW-
facing slopec.150m south of the site and had further buildingth®north of it (HER
468). A hoard of approximately 67 coins (HER 58@ted AD 193-392 was also
found on the site during the excavations: 62 haveiged.

Another Roman settlement is inferred by the pottemgments found 500m from the
site, in the parish of Wymondley (HER 2888).

Saxon - Medieval (c.450-1500)

There is no archaeological evidence for Saxon igton or close to the site, but
Hitchin itself appears to have been settled from é¢larly Saxon period. In the late
Saxon period, Hitchin Manor was the chief of a grofi manors held by King Harold.
These included Wymondley Manor, the parish of whishadjacent to Purwell
Ninesprings. Wymondley Manor had been held by theah of St Mary of Chatteris,
Cambs, but around the year 1063 Earl Harold, asvdee then, annexed the manor
(VCH online). After the Norman Conguest, Williamowned Hitchin Manor and its
dependencies, and they were farmed out togethérebsheriff.
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The development of Hitchin and its hinterland lely to have had little impact on
Ninesprings area other than, perhaps, the siting wfatermill, which may have its
origins in the medieval period.

2.7  Pogt-Medieval (1500-1900)

Purwell watermill (HER 5793), which was formerlyarn mill, dates from the 8or
early 19" century. The mill house, which dates to th& t8ntury, is Grade Il listed.
The 18" century cottage is of whitewashed brick with somweposed timber
framework. The mill was in use until 1924 and theaildings have since been
converted into private dwellings.

2.8 Modern (1900-present)

Two watercress beds to the south of Purwell Ninagprare the last remnants of the
commercial enterprises within and of the local emvinent.
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4. Results& Conclusions

4.1 Results
The watching brief was carried out over two daypg@ndix 1). Observations were
made during the excavation of a silted former afesetland to create an area of open
water (Fig. 3). Deposits encountered during tmecess mostly comprised wet, very
dark, organic soils.0.4m deep, related to the former wetland area.afdbaeological
finds were noted from these deposits.
On the south side of the pond, where a boardwalio ibe constructed (Fig. 3),
excavations for the pond extended beyond the fonwvedtand area. Below.0.3m
depth of topsoil was a mid grey, very fine softyela silt layer,c.0.3m deep,
containing a few fragments of Roman ceramics, ahimae, and a flint core. No
archaeological features or structures were notedisnarea.

4.2  Conclusions

The watching brief did not reveal any features @pasits of archaeological
significance. Much of the area that was excavéedhe new pond was within an
area of former wetland, which had presumably dnigd during the last century.
Conditions during the watching brief were too wat anessy to permit any detailed
examination of the excavated material. On the tsaitle of the pond, where
excavations extended beyond the former wetland, axel@w Roman sherds were
found, though no associated features or deposits present. The presence of Roman
pottery can perhaps be explained by the site’sipritx to Ninesprings villa, which
lies 150m to the south of the watching brief adeat has outbuildings extending
northwards towards it. Other villas in similar agpaphical settings have been shown
to have outbuildings and related features extendugy some distance from the house:
a good example of this is at Bancroft, Milton Kegn@Villiams & Zeepvat 1994),
where evidence of contemporary activity has beewshto extend over 250m down
the valley from the farmhouse.
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Plate 3: Section through pond deposits
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13.CDROM with copies of all digital files.
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6.2  The archive will be deposited with North Hevtaseum Service
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Appendix 2: List of Photographs

SITE NAME: Purwell Ninesprings Nature Reserve SITE NO/CODE: 1351/PNS
Shot B&W | Digital Subject
1-27 v General views of pond under excavation
28 v North side of pond after excavation
29-38 v Various sections through pond deposits
39-46 v General views of completed pond and surrounding area
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