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Summary

Between December 2004 and January 2005 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd
(ASC) carried out an Archaeological Watching Brief on a site in Wolverton, Milton Keynes.
The project was undertaken during the excavation of shafts and trenches for a new flood
alleviation sewerage system. No archaeological remains were observed during the works.

1.1

1.2

1.3

Introduction

Between December 2004 and January 2005 Archaeological Services and Consultancy
Ltd (ASC) carried out an Archaeological Watching Brief on a site centred around
Church Street, Milton Keynes (NGR: SP 810 410, Fig. 1) The project was
commissioned by Bill Irvine of Atkins on behalf of the client Anglian Water Services
Limited. In the absence of a brief the work was carried out according to a standard
method statement prepared by ASC and agreed with the Milton Keynes Council
Archaeologist (MKCA).

Reason for Work

As the development is within an area of known archaeological potential, the MKCA
acting as archaeological advisor to Milton Keynes Council recommended that a
watching brief should be undertaken, to enable archaeological monitoring of the
groundworks.  The client and their consultant accepted this advice and an
archaeological watching brief was commissioned.

Setting

1.3.1 The application area is located on the west side of Wolverton town centre, in
the administrative district of Milton Keynes (Fig. 1). The soils of the
application area are unmapped but are probably those of the Badsey 1
Association; namely well drained fine loamy soils, over river terrace gravel
(Soil Survey 1983).

1.3.2 The proposed development comprises excavations of shafts and trenches
forming part of a new flood alleviation sewerage system.
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2 Aims & Methods

21  Aims
The aims of the watching brief were:

e To consider the location, extension, date, character, condition, significance
and quality of any surviving archaeological remains revealed by the
development

e To produce an accurate and full record of any archaeological remains
present, such that a permanent record will be made and the results
presented in such a way that they can be re-examined and interpreted in the
future

2.2 Methods

The work was carried out according to the ASC’s standard method statement for
archaeological watching briefs, which required:

e Observation of soil and overburden stripping under archaeological supervision, on
an intermittent basis;

Inspection of sub-soil for archaeological features;

The excavation and recording of any archaeological features/deposits;

Sub-soil stripping under archaeological supervision;

Examination of any trenches and the subsequent recording of any exposed
archaeological deposits;

e Rapid examination of spoil heaps for archaeological material.

2.3 Standards

The work conformed to the to the relevant sections of the Institute of Archaeologists’
Code of Conduct (IFA 2000) and Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA 2001), and to the
relevant sections of ASC’s own Operations Manual.
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3

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

Archaeological & Historical Background

The Wolverton area is one of considerable archaeological and historical importance
and a variety of archaeological sites are situated in the area.

A scatter of Mesolithic flints have been located along the Bradwell Brook valley,
c.2km north of the application area, and a late Neolithic to early Bronze Age
settlement was situated at Stacey Bushes, c.1km southeast of the study area (Green &
Sofranoff 1985). A number of Bronze Age ring ditches (burial mounds) have been
located at Moon Street and Warren Farm, 1km east and 800m west of the study area
respectively. A late Bronze Age and Iron Age farmstead was located south of the
application area, at Blue Bridge (Williams & Zeepvat 1994).

The principal site in the Wolverton area during the Roman period was the extensive
villa at Bancroft (Williams and Zeepvat 1994), c.1km east of the application area. A
cemetery was linked with the villa, which included an impressive 2™ century temple-
mausoleum, located on the site of the earlier Iron Age farmstead (above). A number of
native occupation sites are known in the area, with examples at Kiln Farm, 1km
southwest of the study area, and near Stonebridge Farm, ¢.1.25km to the northeast.

Wolverton was occupied during the Saxon period, and the chance discovery of a
number of Saxon artefacts suggests that the Saxon settlement may have been centred
c.1km west of the study area, around Warren Farm and the parish church. Evidence of
Saxon activity in this area was found during excavations at the Warren Farm ring
ditch. Wolverton is mentioned in the Domesday Survey (1086), where it is named as
Wilverintone. This place name may be of 8" or 9" century origin and translates as
‘Wulfhere’s Tun’, or “Wulfhere’s estate’ (Croft & Mynard 1993). A cemetery dating
to the Saxon period has been located immediately to the east of the study area
(Buckinghamshire Sites and Monuments references 2304 and 2305).

The village of Old Wolverton is perhaps the best preserved medieval village in Milton
Keynes and is situated to the north of the modern town. It was centred on the parish
church and the adjacent motte-and-bailey castle was built by Meinfelin, baron of
Wolverton, in the late 11" or early 12" century. The village became deserted during
the 15™ and 16" century, when the market town of Stoney Stratford developed to the
west of Wolverton parish.

The modern town of Wolverton developed during the mid 19" century, to the east and
south of the medieval village. The London and Birmingham Railway opened in 1838
and passed to the east of the medieval village site. The modern town of Wolverton
developed during the second half of the 19™ century following the opening of a new
railway station and a major locomotive depot.
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4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Results

Three visits were made to the site to monitor the excavation of trenches and shafts for
the new sewerage. No significant archaeological remains were observed during the
works.

Excavations were observed in three separate areas during the course of the project
(Fig. 2):

4.2.1 Area 1 comprised the excavation a circular shaft to a depth of c.20m.
Observations were made during the excavation of the upper level of this shaft
revealing disturbed topsoil and modern made ground to a depth of 0.6m
overlying the natural mid orange clayey sand and gravel (Plate 1).

4.2.2 Area 2 comprised the excavation of a cross-shaped trench to a depth of 1.0m.
Modern made ground was observed beneath the concrete hardstanding to a
depth of 0.5m and overlying the natural clay as in Area 1.

4.2.3 Area 3 comprised excavation of a cross-shaped trench as in Area 2. A cobbled
former road surface was revealed below the present road base. This surface
was set in a layer of dirty redeposited natural clay which in turn sealed the
natural clay as in Areas 1 and 2 (Plate 2).

In addition to observing the excavation of the shafts and trenches the resulting spoil
was also scanned for artefacts yet none were recovered.

Archaeological impact of the development
It is unlikely that significant archaeological remains survive within the areas observed
and consequently the archaeological impact of the development has been minimal.

Confidence Rating

Due to the favourable weather conditions and lighting combined with the full
cooperation of the client and contractors a high confidence rating is attached to the
results of the watching brief.
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Plate 1: Area 1 excavation, looking north east
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Plate 2: Area 3 excavation showing former road surface (Scale: 1m)
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