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Figure 1:  General location (scale 1:25,000) 
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Summary 
During January and February 2005 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd. (ASC) 
undertook an archaeological watching brief during residential development at Sites 3A, 3B 
and 3C, Middlemore, Daventry, Northamptonshire. No archaeological features or artefacts 
were observed during monitoring of the groundwork. 
 
1 Introduction 
1.1 During January and February 2005 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd 

(ASC) carried out an archaeological watching brief during construction of housing and 
installation of associated infrastructure at Sites 3A, 3B and 3C, Middlemore, 
Daventry, Northamptonshire. The project was commissioned by Bovis Homes Ltd, and 
was carried out according to a brief (Flitcroft, 2005), prepared by the Archaeological 
Advisor (AA) of Northamptonshire County Council on behalf of Daventry District 
Council (DDC), and a written specification prepared by ASC (Crank, 2005). 

 
1.2 Reason for Work 

Outline planning permission for the development was granted in 1999. The 
archaeological work was undertaken to “identify and make a record of archaeological 
remains revealed by development” (Flitcroft, 2005), thus satisfying the preservation 
by record of archaeological deposits where disturbance or destruction is unavoidable 
(DOE, 1990).  

 
1.3 Setting 

1.3.1 Location and Extent 
The c.2ha site is situated on the northern periphery of Daventry, 
Northamptonshire (Fig. 1), with its centre at Ordnance Survey National Grid 
Reference SP 56700 65000. It is bounded to the south by Drayton Reservoir, to 
the east by the A361 Ashby Road, to the west by a disused railway line and to 
the north by the line of the Grand Union Canal’s Braunston Tunnel. The site 
comprised one field arbitrarily divided into separate development plots (Fig. 2) 
and the planned development involved the construction of housing (Fig. 3). 
 

1.3.2 Geology and Topography 
The soils of the site overly glacial till and comprise the Ragdale Association, 
which are described as “slowly permeable seasonally waterlogged clayey and 
fine loamy over clayey soils with some slowly permeable calcareous clayey 
soils especially on slopes” (Soil Survey 1983, 712g). The site lies within the 
area affected by the glacial Lake Harrison and the complex history of this lake 
is attested by the heterogeneous nature of the underlying till (Unpublished 
geotechnical report, DCC, 2000). The eastern part of the site (3A) exhibited a 
gradual northwest-southeast trending slope, which descended from c.145m 
AOD to c.135m AOD. The western part of the site was generally flatter and 
lay at an elevation of c.140m AOD. 

  
1.3.3 Access 

Sites 3A, 3B and 3C are accessed via a newly constructed network of roads 
leading westwards off the A361. 
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2 Aims & Methods 
2.1 In line with the requirements of the brief (Section 3), the aims of the watching brief 

were: 

• To observe all groundwork for access and estate roads, excavation for 
principal services, and all other major earthmoving operations. 

 
• To record the extent and depth of previous ground disturbance. 

 
• To record and sample any archaeological features present to a sufficient 

degree to demonstrate their general date and character. 
 

• To collect stratified and unstratified archaeological finds to provide 
additional information on the chronological development of the area 

 
2.2 Methods 

In line with the requirements of the brief, the methods adopted for this project were: 

• The presence on site of a suitably qualified archaeologist during major 
groundwork. 

 
• Intermittent site visits by a suitably qualified archaeologist to monitor the 

progress of work and examine the site for archaeological finds or features. 
 

• Preparation of a report detailing the results of the watching brief 
 

2.3 Standards 

The work conformed to the requirements of the Brief, to the relevant sections of the 
Institute of Archaeologists’ Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA 2001) and Code of 
Conduct (IFA 2000a) to English Heritage’s Management of Archaeological Projects 
(EH 1991), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s own Operations Manual. 
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3 Archaeological & Historical Background 
8.1 Introduction 

In 1999 Northamptonshire Archaeology prepared a desk based assessment (DBA) 
examining the Middlemore Development Area on behalf of DDC (Soden, 1999). This 
assessment examined records held by the County Sites and Monuments Record 
(SMR), the County Record Office and included a site walk over. 

 
3.2 Prehistoric  (before AD43) 

The remains of a hillfort are located on Borough Hill c. 2.5km to the southeast. A note 
held by the SMR showed that a fieldwalking programme on land at Middlemore 
during 1973 (Brown, 1991) found worked flints of prehistoric date. 

 
3.4 Romano-British (AD43-c.450) 

The 1973 fieldwalking programme also noted two small concentrations of Romano-
British (RB) pottery (ibid). Northamptonshire Archaeology were commissioned to 
undertake a watching brief on the first phase of groundwork in Plot 1 and this work 
revealed a number of RB ditches that suggested a RB occupation site could be located 
immediately west of Sites 1 and 2. Subsequent excavations in the western part of Site 
2 by ASC (Wilson, 2004) exposed the remains of a small mixed RB farmstead and 
recovered pottery ranging in date from the 1st – 3rd centuries AD. 
 

3.5 Medieval  (c. AD450-1500) 
Although Middlemore is not specifically mentioned, The Domesday Survey shows 
that Countess Judith held 8 hides in Daventry which had land for 16 ploughs. Aerial 
photographs taken by the RAF in 1947 showed well defined areas of ridge and furrow 
surviving over much of the Middlemore Development Area. 

  
3.6 Post-Medieval (AD1500-1900) 

The earliest buildings of Middlemore Farm probably date to the 18th century and 
continued in use until the start of construction within the development area. Modern 
deep ploughing had levelled the ridge and furrow to the east of the farm prior to the 
start of construction. 
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4 Results 
4.1       Introduction 

Regular monitoring visits commenced the week beginning 10/01/05 and terminated 
the week beginning 28/02/05. Although a modern metalled surface and short length of 
modern masonry foundation (Plate 2), were revealed in the northern part of Site 3A no 
other finds or features were noted during the topsoil strip of Sites 3A, 3B and 3C 
(Plate 1). The observations made during further monitoring visits are detailed by site 
subdivision in the following sections. 

 
4.2 Site 3A 

This part of the site had a moderate north-south slope. The developer created two east-
west aligned terraces through excavation and deposition of material thus establishing 
flat surfaces in which to dig footings (Plate 4). The strata revealed in the northernmost 
terrace (Plate 3), were (depths from surface at highest point of slope): 
 

• Topsoil mid brown organic silt   c. 0 - 0.2m 
• Subsoil orangeish brown sandy clay  c. 0.2 - 0.4m 
• Natural brownish yellow clayey sand  c. 0.4 – 2.4m 
• Natural light grey clay    c. 2.4m + 

 
The profile revealed after excavation of the more southerly, downslope, terrace (Plate 
5) was c. 1.2m deep and exhibited only the first three of the strata listed above. 
 
No archaeological finds or features were revealed during monitoring of the 
groundwork to create the terraces. 

 
4.3 Site 3B 

This part of the site was flatter, although still exhibiting a gradual north-south slope, 
than both 3A and 3C. Topsoil stripped during the initial groundwork was stored in a 
large spoil heap adjacent to the southern perimeter fencing, and the site office and 
stores were positioned along the northern boundary (Plate 6). Levelling material was 
deposited on the subsoil in the central part of the site (Plate 7), to reduce the slope 
gradient and make its height equivalent to that of the levelling material deposited at 
Site 3C. 
 
Archaeological finds or features were not apparent in the top / subsoil and it was 
impossible to determine the presence or absence of archaeological finds or features in 
underlying strata due to the presence of the topsoil store and deposition of the 
levelling material. 

 
4.4 Site 3C 

This part of the site was located at the base of the slope noted in Section 4.2. Brownish 
yellow clayey sand removed from the terraces excavated in Site 3A was deposited 
onto the exposed subsoil to level the slight north-south gradient (Plate 8).  
 
Archaeological finds or features were not revealed in the top / subsoil and it was 
impossible to determine the presence or absence of archaeological finds or features in 
underlying strata due to the deposition of the levelling material. 
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Plate 1. General site shot during topsoil strip, looking east 
 

 
 

Plate 2. Site 3A; modern metalled surface, looking south 
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Plate 3. Site 3A; northern terrace being excavated, looking east 
 

 
 

Plate 4. Site 3A; footings in northern terrace, looking west 
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Plate 5. Site 3A; southern terrace, looking west 
 

 
 

Plate 6. Site 3B showing topsoil store and site cabins, looking west 
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Plate 7. Site 3B; deposition of levelling material, looking southwest 
 

 
 

Plate 8. Site 3C; deposition of levelling material, looking east 
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5. Conclusions 
5.1 Confidence rating 

The confidence rating for the recognition of archaeological deposits was moderate. 
The differing strata were easily distinguished in the profiles revealed by the terracing; 
however, topsoil was incompletely removed in some areas and the surface of the site 
was quickly churned up by tracked site machinery. 

 
5.2 Conclusions 

The absence of archaeological finds and features supports the conclusions reached 
after ASC’s excavation of RB features at Site 2 (Wilson, 2004). The negative 
watching brief confirms that Sites 3A-C were peripheral to the RB settlement activity  
c. 200m to the northwest of site 3B, and that this sloping area may have been used as 
pasture for livestock during this period.  
 
The ridge and furrow visible on aerial photos taken by the RAF in the late 1940’s 
shows that this land was under the plough during the Medieval period and the 
archaeological evidence lends weight to the conclusion that past landuse has always 
been agricultural.  
 
It is suggested that, if present, further RB features may be located to the north and 
west of the western part of Site 2. 
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7. Archive 
7.1 The project archive will comprise: 
 

1. Brief 
2. Project Design 
3. Initial Report 
4. Clients site plans 
5. 4 Trench record sheets 
6. List of photographs 
7. CDROM with copies of all digital files. 

 
 
7.2 The archive will be deposited with Buckinghamshire County Museum. The Accession 

Number for the site is 2004.162 
 
7.3 Details of the excavation will be entered in the on-line “OASIS” database maintained 

by ADS at http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis
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