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Summary

In February 2011 a watching brief was undertaken during the conversion of a range of 19"-
century two-storey brick workshops in Tring for residential use. The siteislocated in Church
Yard, close to the parish church and in the historic core of the town.

Removal of the brick interior floors of the range, and subsequent excavations beneath the
floors, revealed only make-up layers probably related to the construction of the existing
buildings, and were too shallow to reach any earlier underlying deposits. It appears unlikely

that the development has disturbed any evidence for earlier activity on the site.

1.2

1.3

1.4

| ntroduction

In February 201Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out a
watching brief at Plough Cottage, Church Yard, @riHertfordshire. The project was
commissioned bBryden Wood Ltd, and was carried out according to a project design
prepared by ASC (Rouse 2011) and approved byHexgfordshire County Council
Historical Environment Unit, archaeological advisors (AA) to the local plamnin
authority (LPA), Dacorum Borough Council. The relevant planning application
reference is 001174/10.

Planning Background

This watching brief was required under the termsPlainning Policy Satement 5
(PPS5), as a condition of planning permissiontierdevelopment of the site.

Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd

ASC is an independent archaeological practice providifigil range of archaeological
services including consultancy, field evaluationjtigmtion and post-excavation
studies, historic building recording and analysASC is recognised as Registered
Organisation by the Institute for Archaeologists and is alsoradited ISO 9001, in
recognition of its high standards and working pcast.

The Site

1.4.1 Location & Description
The development site is located within the Hertéhice borough of Dacorum,
within the town and parish of Tring, at NGR SP 9248505 (Fig. 1).

The site comprises an irregular piece of land ® dhst of the church of St
Peter and St Paul. Access to the site is from €hitard, which forms its
western boundary. The site is largely coveredhsyworkshops that are the
subject of the proposed development. The sitari®snded by residential and
commercial development (Fig. 2).

1.4.2 Geology & Topography
The soils of the area belong to either the Anddv&ssociation, characterised
asshallow well drained calcareous silty soils over chalk on slopes and crests.
Deep calcareous and non-calcareous fine silty soils in valley bottoms. Striped
soil patterns locally over chalk (Soil Survey 1983, 343h), or the Clyagt
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Association, characterised agell drained flinty fine silty soils in valley
bottoms. Calcareous fine silty soils over chalk or chalk rubble on valley sides,
sometimes shallow over flinty and chalky drift over chalk (ibid 571m). The
underlying geology comprises Cretaceous Middle KHBIGS, Sheet 238).
The site is largely flat, and lies at an elevatde.135mAOD.

1.4.3 Proposed Development
The proposed development comprises the conversibnthe existing
workshops to five 2-bedroom dwellings (Fig. 3).

Figure2: Site plan(scale 1:1250)
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2. Aims& Methods

21 Aims
As described in the project design (Section 3HB,aims of the watching brief were:

« To ensure the archaeological monitoring of all atpeof the development
programme likely to affect archaeological remains

* To secure the adequate recording of any archaealloggmains revealed by the
development programme

* To secure the analysis, conservation and long-tesiorage of any
artefactual/ecofactual material recovered fromsites

2.2  Standards

The work conformed to the project design, to tHevant sections of the Institute for
Archaeologists’Code of Conduct (IFA 2000) andStandard & Guidance Notes (IFA
2001), to the Association of Local Government Amblagical Officers East of
England RegiorStandards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (ALGAO
2003), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s @mperations Manual.

2.3 Methods

The work was carried out according to the projeesigh (Section 3.3), which
required:

* The archaeological monitoring of footing trenched associated services
* The rapid investigation and recording of any arohagical features/deposits
» Examination of spoil-heaps for archaeological mater

2.4  Congtraints

It was not possible to monitor groundworks in Unitsand 2, as ASC was not
informed when work was to start on them.
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3. Archaeological & Historical Background

3.1  The following section provides a summary of ibadily available archaeological and
historical background to the development site am@nvirons. The site lies within an
area of archaeological and historical interest (#$u8000), and has the potential to
reveal evidence of a range of periods.

This section has been compiled with informationnfréhe Hertfordshire Historic
Environment Record (enquiry ref. HER 275/10), atiteoreadily available sources.

3.2  Prehigtoric (before 600BC-AD43)

Tring has been an area of importance since prefludimes, and a group of Bronze
Age ‘Beaker’ burials have been discoverdkm northeast of the development site.
Communications during the Bronze Age and latergoisrivere probably dominated by
an important track, now known as tleknield Way, which passed.1km north of the
development site and a number of round barrowsremgdditches (prehistoric burial
mounds) have been recorded adjacent to the Ickwielg

3.3 Roman (AD43-c.450)

A number of Roman sites are also known in the areha major Roman road, now
known asAkeman Street, (HER4590) passed through the area (Copeland 2@083h
linked Verulamium (St Albans) with Corinium (Cirencester). The Roman road
followed the approximate line of ‘Park Street’, whipasses.0.5km to the south of
the site. A Roman coin hoard has been recoodetkm northeast of the site and in
addition a coin of Arcadius, dating €883AD has been found in Grove Roat,3km

to the northeast of the site.

3.4  Saxon - Medieval (c.450-1500)

Little is known of the early development of Trirgyt a settlement probably developed
adjacent to the former Roman road during the Sgasiod. Tring is first mentioned
in the Domesday survey of 1086 when it was refetoeds Tredunga or Treunge
(Williams & Martin 2003). The hundred of Tring cpnised ‘39 hides’ and was one
of the largest in Hertfordshire.

The site is located within the core of the mediesattlement (HER19) whose
development was dominated by the church of St Retér Paul (HER4382), which is
located less then 100m to the west of the sitehemorth side of the High Street. The
church has 1century origins and is dated by a lancet windothnorth wall of the
chancel (Pevsner & Cherry 1977, 367-368).

3.5 Post-Medieval - Modern (1500- present)

The post-medieval and modern development of thent@vwell documented, and
shows a growth and diversification of economy dyrithese periods, with lace
making, straw plaiting and canvas making being agtbe thriving industries. There
was also a tradition of brewing within the towntlwat least four separate breweries
existing within 500m of the development site duritite post-medieval period
(HER5400, 5449, 5454, 10395). The creation ofpilng@ose-built cattle market in the
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19" century by Lord Rothschild suggests a thrivingtpas$ community during this
time (HER10390).

The earliest readily available map of Tring datesl879, and shows the site was
already well developed by this point.
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4,
4.1

4.2

Results & Conclusions

Results

Two monitoring visits were made to the site (App&nil). Floor removals were
monitored in Units 3, 4 and 5, located on the vged# of the site.

The original floors in Units 3-5 comprised bricktse which had been removed prior
to the first monitoring visit. On the second vigwo shallow east-west trenches for
new footings had been cut through the deposit libriba setts, revealing a layer of
grey soil c.100mm thick, containing sand, fragments of chalk &milding debris.
Below this in one trench was a layer (possibly oalyens) of redeposited chalk,
¢.50mm thick, above grey soil, similar to that ab@vkate 1).

An excavation through the external wall of the Buny (Plate 2) revealed the presence
of well-constructed brick footings, to a depthcd courses below the original internal
floor.

No archaeological features or finds were notedmdutiie course of the watching brief.

Conclusions

The watching brief did not reveal any evidencedarlier activity on the site, prior to
the construction of the buildings undergoing coeier. Excavations within the
buildings for new floors and wall footings wereatdely shallow, and were all within
made-up ground. If remains of earlier activity present on this site, they are unlikely
to have been disturbed by the present development.
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Plate 1. East-west footing trenches, showing depositsriestin text

Plate2: Section through external wall, showing footings
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6. Archive

6.1  The project archive will comprise:

Project Design

Initial Report

Clients site plans

Site Monitoring Sheets

List of photographs

B/W prints & negatives

Original specialist reports and supporting inforiomt
CDROM with copies of all digital files.

ONoOOhA~WNE

6.2  The archive will be deposited with Dacorum Itéeye Trust.
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Appendix 2: List of Photographs

Watching Brief Report

SITE NAME: Plough Cottage, Tring, Hertfordshire SITE NO/CODE: 1392/TPC
Shot B&W | Digital Subject
1 1287 | Interior view of rooms with the cobbles removed
2 1288 | Ditto
3 1289 | Ditto
4 1290 | Upper storey of old stables looking north west
5 1291 | Rear alleyway of property during building work looking north west
6 1292 | View north west looking down Church Yard to covered site
7 1293 | The development site looking north
8 1294 | One of the cross walls with its cobbles removed
9 1295 | Detail of blocked upper door to former hay loft
10 1303 | View west to two foundation trenches in end room
11 1304 | View WNW of southernmost foundation trench in end room
12 1305 | View northwest of northernmost foundation trench in end room
13 1306 | View of small foundation at east end of existing cross wall
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Appendix 3: ASC OASISForm
PROJECT DETAILS
Project Name: Plough Cottage, Tring OASIS reference: | Archaeol2-92321
Short Description: In February 2011 a watching brief was undertaken during the conversion of a range of 19t-
century two-storey brick workshops in Tring for residential use. The site is located in Church
Yard, close to the parish church and in the historic core of the town.
Removal of the brick interior floors of the range, and subsequent excavations beneath the floors,
revealed only make-up layers probably related to the construction of the existing buildings, and
were too shallow to reach any earlier underlying deposits. It appears unlikely that the
development has disturbed any evidence for earlier activity on the site.
Project Type: Wartching Brief
Previous work: none Site status: None
(eg. SMR refs) (eg. none, SAM, listed)
Current land use: Yard & outbuildings Future work: unknown
(yes/no/unknown)
Monument type: n/a Monument period: | n/a
Significant finds: none
(artefact type & period)
PROJECT LOCATION
County: Hertfordshire OS reference: (8 figs min) | SP 92485 11505
Site address: Plough Cottage, Church Yard, Tring, Hertfordshire
(+ postcode if known)
Study area: (sq.m./ ha) [ ¢.500sqm Height OD: (metres) 135
PROJECT CREATORS
Organisation: Archaeological Services & Consultancy Ltd
Project brief originator: K Batt, HCC Project design originator: C Rouse, ASC
Project Manager: R Zeepvat, ASC Director/Supervisor: R Zeepvat, ASC
Sponsor / funding body: Bryden Wood Ltd
PROJECT DATE
Start date: 10/02/11 End date: 12/02/11
PROJECT ARCHIVES
Location (Accession no.) Content (eg. pottery, animal bone, files/sheets)
Physical: 0 None
Paper: Hicri(:;lgz Pd, report, site records, photos.
Digital: Trust CD with all digital files
BIBLIOGRAPHY (Journal/monograph, published or forthcoming, or unpublished client report)
Title: Archaeological Watching Brief: Plough Cottage, Church Yard, Tring, Hertfordshire
Serial title & volume: ASC Ltd Report ref. 1392/TPC/2
Author(s): Bob Zeepvat BA MIFA
Page nos 16 Date: 27t June 2011
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