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Figure 1:  General location (scale 1:25,000) 
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Summary 
During November 2004 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out an 
Archaeological Watching Brief on a site at Fold Farm, Galley Lane, Barnet, Hertfordshire.  
The project was undertaken during the excavation of foundations for a steel framed 
agricultural building.  No archaeological remains were observed during the works. 

1 Introduction 
1.1 During November 2004 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried 

out a watching brief on a site at Fold Farm, Galley Lane, Barnet, Hertfordshire (NGR: 
Fig. 1).  The project was commissioned by Fold Farm Partners, and was carried out 
according to a standard method statement prepared by ASC and a brief issued by 
Hertfordshire County Council County Archaeological Office (HCC CAO).   

1.2 Reason for Work 

As the development is within an area of known archaeological potential, the HCC 
CAO acting as advisor to Hertsmere District Council recommended that a watching 
brief should be undertaken, to enable archaeological monitoring of the groundworks.  
This advice was accepted and a condition requiring a watching brief to be 
commissioned was placed on the development. 

1.3 Setting 

1.3.1 The site is situated to the east of Galley Lane c.1.5km northwest of the centre 
of Barnet and comprises a roughly rectangular plot c.1.8ha in area.

1.3.2 Soils in the area are those of the Windsor Association defined as ‘Slowly 
permeable seasonally waterlogged clayey soils mostly with brown subsoils.  
Some fine loamy over clayey and fine silty over clayey soils and locally, on 
slopes, clayey soils with only slight seasonal waterlogging’.  The underlying 
drift geology is Tertiary (London) Clay.  (Soil Survey 1983).  The site itself 
appears to have been levelled and occupies an elevation of c.98m AOD. 

1.3.3 The site is currently occupied by a range of buildings including the farmhouse, 
cattle sheds and various dairying buildings. The area of the new development 
was unoccupied at the time of the watching brief, having previously been 
occupied by a storage building.  No services are known within the 
development area.  Access is gained via Galley Lane to the west.   

1.3.4 As noted in the brief (para. 2.1) the site is situated within Area of 
Archaeological Significance No. 25 as designated on the local plan.  This notes 
that Fold Farm is on the site of a Medieval Farmstead.  The site is recorded 
within the county Site and Monuments Record (SMR1330, 2648, & 6228).  
This refers to the farm as a probable manorial site and notes the presence of a 
moat to the south of the farmhouse.  The farmhouse itself is a timber-framed 
building dating to the 17th century or earlier.



Fold Farm, Galley Lane, Barnet, Hertfordshire Watching Brief

© ASC Ltd 2004    Page 5

1.3.5 It is proposed to demolish an existing storage building and construct a new 
steel framed agricultural building in its place.  The new building will be c.23m 
x c.48m in area, and the groundworks will consist of the excavation of 37 pits 
for the concrete pad foundations. 
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Figure 2:  Site plan  (scale 1:2500) 
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2 Aims & Methods 

2.1 Aims 

In line with the requirements of the Brief, the aims of the watching brief shall be: 

� To ensure archaeological monitoring of all aspects of the development 
programme likely to affect archaeological remains 

� To secure the adequate recording of any archaeological remains revealed 
by the development 

� To ensure the analysis, conservation and long-term storage of any 
artefactual or ecofactual material recovered 

2.2 Methods

In line with the requirements of the Brief (Section 3), the methods to be adopted for 
this project shall be: 

� Soil and overburden stripping under archaeological supervision 
� Inspection of sub-soil deposits for archaeological features 
� The investigation and recording of any archaeological features/deposits 
� Sub-soil stripping under archaeological supervision 
� Examination of any service and foundation trenches and subsequent 

recording of any exposed archaeological deposits 
� Examination of spoil-heaps for archaeological material 
� A programme of post-fieldwork analysis, archiving and publication 

2.3 Standards

The work conformed to the requirements of HCC CAO, to the relevant sections of the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists’ Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA 2001) and Code of 
Conduct (IFA 2000a), to the Association of Local Government Archaeological 
Officers East of England Region Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of 
England (ALGAO 2003), and to the relevant sections of ASC’s own Operations
Manual.
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3 Results 
3.1 The groundworks observed comprised the cutting of 37 pits to receive the concrete 

pad foundations (Fig. 3, Plates 1 & 2).  The 22 main pits were each c.1.4m x c.1.0m in 
area and the 15 minor pits were c.0.75m x c.0.75m, the pits varied in depth between 
0.75m to 1.2m. 

3.2 Sample sections were observed for the pits revealing a general stratigraphy consisting 
of between 0.5m to 1.0m of modern made ground and demolition rubble over the 
natural light brown London Clay (Plates 1 & 2). 

3.3 Observation of the foundation pits indicated that the area of the new building had been 
subject to extensive levelling with made ground deposits of up to 1m being present 
sealing the natural clay.  The lack of an intervening topsoil layer above the natural and 
the presence of geotextile matting below the made ground indicates extensive 
stripping of the area during the recent past.  All the pits were examined for 
archaeological features and the excavated spoil scrutinised for artefacts but none were 
observed.

3.4 Archaeological impact of the development

The watching brief revealed that the area of the new building had been subject to 
extensive truncation and levelling in the recent past.  The modern date of this activity 
is confirmed by the presence of geotextile matting directly above the natural clay.  No 
archaeological features were observed during the watching brief and no artefacts 
recovered.  As a result it is considered unlikely that archaeological remains survive 
within the area of the new build and consequently the archaeological impact of the 
excavation of the observed groundworks has been minimal.   

3.5 Confidence Rating 

Due to the favourable weather conditions and lighting combined with the full 
cooperation of the client and contractors a high confidence rating is attached to the 
results of the watching brief. 
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Figure 3: Area of Observation (Scale 1:2500)
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Plate 2: Foundation Pit on southwest edge of building 

Plate 3: Foundation Pit on southeast edge of building 
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5. Archive 

5.1 The project archive will comprise: 

1. Brief 
2. Initial Report 
3. Clients site plans 
4. Site Monitoring Sheet 
5. List of photographs 
6. B/W prints & negatives 
7. CDROM with copies of all digital files. 

5.2 The archive will be deposited with Bushey Museum. 
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Appendix 1: Monitoring Sheets 
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 Appendix 2: SMR Summary Sheet 
Site name and address:  
Fold Farm, Galley Lane, Barnet, Herts 

County: Hertfordshire District: Hertsmere 

Village/Town: Rural Parish: Unparished Potters Bar 

Planning application reference:   

Client name, address, & tel. no:  
Fold Farm Partners Ltd 
Fold Farm 
Galley Lane 
Barnet
Hertfordshire
EN5 4RA  Tel: 07973 431435 
Nature of application: Construction of Agricultural Building 

Present land use: Farmyard 

Size of application area: c.23m x c.48m    Size of area investigated:  n/a 

NGR (to 8 figures): TQ 2253 9759 Site code: BFF 04 

Site director/Organization:  Nick Crank / ASC Ltd 

Type of work:  Watching Brief 

Date of work: Start: 04/11/04 Finish: 04/11/04 

Curating museum: Bushey 

Related SMR nos:  1330, 2648, 6228--- Periods represented:  None 

Relevant previous summaries/reports  None 

Summary of fieldwork results: 
During November 2004 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out an 
Archaeological Watching Brief on a site at Fold Farm, Galley Lane, Barnet, Hertfordshire.  
The project was undertaken during the excavation of foundations for a steel framed 
agricultural building.  No archaeological remains were observed during the works.

Author: N.A.Crank Date: 12th November 2004 


