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Summary

During October 2004 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out an
Archaeological Watching Brief on a site at Caldecote Farm Cottage, Willen Road, Newport
Pagnell. The project was undertaken during the excavation of foundations for a kitchen
extension and conservatory. No archaeological remains were observed during the works.

1.1

1.2

1.3

Introduction

During October 2004 Archaeological Services and Consultancy Ltd (ASC) carried out
an Archaeological Watching Brief on a site at Caldecote Farm Cottage, Willen Road,
Newport Pagnell (NGR SP 8805 4239, Fig. 1). The project was commissioned by Ms
Anne Saunders. In the absence of a brief the work was carried out according to a
standard method statement prepared by ASC and agreed with the Milton Keynes
Council Archaeologist (MKCA).

Reason for Work

Under current planning guidelines, specifically Planning Guidance Note 16 (PPG16),
archaeology can be a material factor in deciding planning applications. Ms Saunders
has been granted planning consent to construct a kitchen extension and conservatory.
As the development is within an area of known archaeological potential, the MKCA
acting as archaeological advisor to Milton Keynes Council recommended that a
watching brief should be undertaken, to enable archaeological monitoring of the
groundworks. This advice was accepted and a condition requiring a watching brief to
be commissioned was placed on the development.

Setting

1.3.1 The hamlet of Caldecote is located about 1.5km south-east of the centre of
Newport Pagnell. The settlement, which comprises a farm, watermill and a
few isolated cottages, lies within the floodplain of the river Ouzel (or Lovat),
with the river to the east and Willen Road to the west. Caldecote Farm
Cottage, which forms the subject of this project, stands ¢.300m west of the
river, at NGR SP 8805 4239 (Fig. 1).

1.3.2 Caldecote Farm Cottage stands on level ground, at an elevation of ¢.58m
AOD. Soils in the area are alluvial, belonging to the Bishampton 2 association
(Soil Survey 1986, 572t), described as ‘Deep fine loamy and fine loamy over
clayey soils with slowly permeable subsoils and slight seasonal waterlogging,
associated with similar slowly permeable seasonally waterlogged soils’. The
underlying geology comprises river terrace gravels.

1.3.3 Caldecote Farm Cottage is a two-storey brick-built house of 20" century date.
Access to the site is off a track leading from Willen Road, past Caldecote
Farm, approaching Caldecote Farm Cottage from the northwest via a driveway.
The cottage is set in a large garden mostly laid to grass, a gravel driveway and
turning circle run up to the front of the house to the southwest. The area of the
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proposed kitchen extension and conservatory is mostly grassed with a narrow
concrete pathway running along the northwest side of the house.
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Figure 2: Site plan (scale 1:2500)
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2 Aims & Methods

21  Aims
The aims of the watching brief were:

e To consider the location, extension, date, character, condition, significance
and quality of any surviving archaeological remains revealed by the
development

e To produce an accurate and full record of any archaeological remains
present, such that a permanent record will be made and the results
presented in such a way that they can be re-examined and interpreted in the
future

2.2 Methods

The work was carried out according to the ASC’s standard method statement for
archaeological watching briefs, which required:

e Observation of soil and overburden stripping under archaeological supervision, on
an intermittent basis;

Inspection of sub-soil for archaeological features;

The excavation and recording of any archaeological features/deposits;

Sub-soil stripping under archaeological supervision;

Examination of any service and foundation trenches and the subsequent recording
of any exposed archaeological deposits;

e Rapid examination of spoil heaps for archaeological material;

2.3 Standards

The work conforms to the to the relevant sections of the Institute of Archaeologists’ Code of
Conduct (IFA 2000) and Standard & Guidance Notes (IFA 2001), and to the relevant sections
of ASC’s own Operations Manual.
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3

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Archaeological & Historical Background

Prehistoric (before 600BC)

The gravel terraces of the Ouzel valley have proved to contain significant evidence of
human activity from the earliest periods of prehistory (Croft & Mynard 1993, 5).
Mesolithic (c.10,000 — 3,500BC) and Neolithic (c.3,500 — 2,000BC) flints have been
recovered from a number of locations, most notably from ploughing near Little
Woolstone, and during the construction of Caldecotte Lake (ibid.).

Evidence in the Ouse and Ouzel valleys for Bronze Age (c.2,000 — 600BC) activity is
most commonly in the form of ‘ring ditches’ — ploughed-out burial mounds — located
on the gravel terraces. In the Ouzel valley, ring ditches have been identified and
excavated at Cotton Valley and at the former Hartigan’s gravel pit, west of Milton
Keynes village, 1.7 and 3.4km south of the assessment site respectively (ibid, 7). The
recent discovery of a hoard of Bronze Age gold torcs from the gravel terrace at
Monkston Park suggests the existence of a religious site there.

Iron Age (600BC-AD43)

As with earlier periods, Iron Age (c.600BC — AD43) activity and settlement has been
found primarily on the river valley gravels in the Milton Keynes area. Extensive Iron
Age occupation sites have been excavated at Hartigan’s pit, at Caldecotte Lake (ibid,
8), and more recently at Fenny Lock (Ford et al 2001). Evidence from the Caldecotte
excavations indicated that these settlements were engaged in both agricultural and
industrial activities.

Roman (AD43-c.450)

During the Roman period (AD 43 - ¢.450), most of the settlements established in the
Iron Age in the Ouzel valley seem to have continued in existence, albeit suffering
from the phenomenon of ‘settlement creep’, whereby the settlement focus shifts as
buildings are replaced, and the settlement expands or contracts over time. Evidence of
Roman native settlement has been excavated at Cotton Valley, Oakgrove and
Caldecotte (Croft & Mynard 1993, 11-13). There is some evidence that a Roman road
followed the east side of the Ouzel valley northwards to the Roman settlement at
Ashfurlong, near Olney, where it crossed the Ouse. This might go some way to
explaining the predominance of settlement on the east side of the river.

Saxon (c.450-1066)

Relatively little is known of the Saxon period (c.AD450 — 1066) in the Ouzel valley.
Early Saxon settlements have been excavated at Hartigan’s pit, and evidence of Saxon
activity was recorded at Caldecotte. It seems likely that most of the villages along the
valley were established in the Saxon period. In the Domesday Survey (1086) a water
mill, presumably of Saxon origin, is recorded at Caldecote, suggesting that a
settlement was in existence on the site by then (Markham 1973, 37).
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3.5

Medieval (1066-1500)

There is little readily available historical or archaeological evidence for the settlement
at Caldecote. The Domesday Survey records that the manor contained three estates,
whose collective tax assessment was for ten hides, and the borough of Newport
Pagnell, which had been established in its territory, was rated at another five hides.
The name, literally “‘cold cottages’ has been taken to refer to a shelter for travellers,
but has subsequently acquired a more derogatory meaning, being associated with a
failed or failing settlement (Croft & Mynard 1993, 47).

The date at which the settlement at Caldecote became deserted is uncertain, though it
seems likely to have resulted from the Tudor enclosures of land for sheep pasture,
coupled with the relative success of its offspring, Newport Pagnell, which developed
in the medieval period into a flourishing market town. The village is believed to have
been located in fields to the north of the site.

The site is located 200m to the west of Moat Cottage a probable manorial site bounded
by a large moated enclosure, its north side formed by the Ouzel. This site was the
subject of a trial trench evaluation conducted by ASC (Pack 2004). This project
investigated a portion of the moat revealing it to have been backfilled during the 19"
century. No earlier archaeological evidence was recovered and it is suggested that the
manorial complex may have occupied a more central position within the enclosure
(ibid.).
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4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Results

A single visit was made to the site on 11" October 2004 in order to monitor the
excavation of foundation trenches for the proposed new building. No archaeological
remains were observed during the works.

The development is in the garden of Celeste Farm Cottage adjacent to the northwest
and northeast side of the cottage (Fig. 3). The area observed had already been partly
stripped of topsoil to a depth of c.0.2m (Plate 1). The foundation trenches totalled
18m in length and were excavated to a depth of between 0.9 — 1.2m under close
archaeological supervision. Four sample sections (Fig. 3, Plate 2) were recorded
along the length of the trenches revealing a consistent stratigraphy, summarised
below:

0.00 — 0.60m Topsoil — Mid to light brown sandy loam
0.60 — 1.00m+ River Terrace Gravel — Mid orange sand and coarse flint gravel

In addition to observing the excavation of the foundation trenches the resulting spoil
was also scanned for artefacts revealing none pre-dating the 19" — 20" centuries.

Archaeological impact of the development
It is unlikely that archaeological remains survive within the area of the new build and
consequently the archaeological impact of the development has been minimal.

Confidence Rating

Due to the favourable weather conditions and lighting combined with the full
cooperation of the client and contractors a high confidence rating is attached to the
results of the watching brief.
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6. Archive

6.1  No formal archive will be prepared for this project, but a copy of the report and a CD
containing the report and digital images will be lodged with the Milton Keynes SMR.
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Appendix 1: Field Monitoring Record
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