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T
H E history of tl,le early defences of Shrewsbury is obscure. The Saxon
burgh and the post-Conquest town must have occupied the high ground
in the northern part of the loop of the Severn, but the extent of each is

conjectural. By the twelfth century the southern limit of the town very probably
lay a little to the north of the present High Street, where a line of sandstone
walling, which is possibly the twelfth-century town wall, exists in the shop cellars."
In 121B, perhaps stimulated by the rise to power of the Welsh prince, Llywelyn ab
Iorwerth, and his occupation of the town and castle in 12 I 5, Henry III commanded'
the citizens of Shrewsbury to enclose their growing town, which by now must
have spread well beyond the twelfth-century limits. The building of the resulting
wall is well documented, and it is generally agreed that the work was in progress
by 1220, when rights of murage were granted on goods brought into the town, I

and that the wall was complete, or nearly so, by 1242, when the Dominican
friars were given 200 cartloads of stone 'left: over from the building of the walls
of Shrewsbury.'>

The area between the western loop of the river and the high ground occupied
by the early town was a marsh until the seventeenth century (FIG. 46, B) and
added considerably to the defences on this side of the town. The thirteenth-century
wall can be traced from the castle along the scarp of the high ground overlooking
this marsh and curving down towards the site of the present excavation, ter
minating about 20 yards from it in a warehouse, where it still stands to a height
of some r z ft. (FIG. 46, c). Most of the early map-makers do not carry the wall
any further. Only Speed r6ro) shows 'Mardwall. The Town Wall' as a
continuation of the wall from the castle, which he labels 'The Town Wall built
upon with Houses'. A map made for Lord Burleigh about r600 has a crudely
drawn tower at the foot of RoushilJ, but the houses extending from this tower
to the Welsh bridge have back gardens with no sign of the wall, though the
draughtsman has been careful to put the wall in everywhere else on the circuit. I,

I _-\ SUl111nal')' oirhc excavatioJl appe-ared ill . \fer!.. srchncol.. III (r95Q). :}I'2 L SOlnc minor conclusiou-,
of the summary have beeu moclifi.xl in this report.

, The most recent discussions of the cvidcnr« arc contained in C ..-\. Ralcgh Radford, 'The medieval
defences of Shrewsbury,' Trans. ShmjJs. . Ire/weal. Soc" r.vr, pt. i (1957-B) and inJ. T. Smith's unpublished
thesis Shreiosburv : 'Topograph» and Domestic Architecture 10 the Xliddlc of the t yth CCI!I1I!)' (lfJy,1.

] Calendar ofLetters Patent, 1216-1225, 1(;9.

'\ Calendar of Leiters Patent, 1216-1225.238.

5 Calendar ~f Letters Close, 1237-1242,402-3.
" These maps arc held by the Borough Library ofShrewsbury,
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It will be seen that the section of the wall uncovered during this excavation
lies about half-way along the stretch between the castle and the Welsh Bridge.
It seems reasonable to assume that this section was built neither at the beginning
nor at the end of the operation as a whole, and that, therefore, if the years 1220
and 1242 arc accepted as the limits of the building of the bulk of the wall, a
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Sketch maps showing the line of the town walls and the site of' the excavations (pp. l3! fT.)

date within five years on either side of 1230 may be taken as most probable
for the construction of the excavated section. The chronology given for the lowest
layers is based on this assumption.

THE EXCAVATION (PLS. XXX, A, B, XXXI, A, B: FIGS. 46-48)
In September, 1958, two houses which stood on the site were condemned

and demolished, and, since it was clear that they had stood on the probable
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line of the wall, the Museum Department of the Shrewsbury Borough Library
asked Messrs. Shukers of Shrewsbury, the owners, for permission to excavate.
This was readily granted. Work began in early September and continued
intermittently until the end of November.

In February, 1959, a third house, nearer to Mardol, was taken down and
the excavation was reopened for a short while to see whether, as suggested by
the 1958 excavation, a thirteenth-century house had stood just inside the wall.

It is worth noting that, ofthe three houses demolished, the two which proved
to have stood on and inside the wall were half-timbered (perhaps of early date,
since one of them, that demolished in February, 1959, showed signs of being a
mutilated and much altered cruck house) while the third, which had stood outside
the wall, was a brick building of the eighteenth century. The significance of this
will be discussed below.

When the site had been levelled after the demolition, a line of sandstone
blocks, hitherto hidden, could be seen lying roughly parallel to Mardol. Trenches
were cut astride these which proved to be the remains of the wall (FIG.

48),7 The northern ends of trenches II and III were abandoned as unprofitable
when they were seen to contain massive brick-built ash-pits, clearly late in date,
and, in trench III, outlets to sewers. At the northern end of the exposed wall was
a structure which, on the surface, promised to be the remains of a tower. Trench
III had been cut to explore this area. When, as will be seen, the 'tower' and the
foundations in front of it proved to date from the late eighteenth century,
trench III was recorded and filled in as it was considered more profitable to concen
trate the time available on the other two trenches. Trenches I and II were taken
down to the natural subsoil, and part of the balk between them was removed to
reveal the face and footings of the wall (PL. xxx, A). The balk between the eastern
ends of trenches II and III was cut through and deepened to form a sump for the
water which flowed continuously into the trenches from the town above. Trench
IV was cut in February, 1959, when the third house was demolished.

The natural subsoil on the site is a fine homogeneous sandy clay without
stones.

THE SEQUENCE OF STRUCTURES ON THE SITE

It is clear from the evidence of trenches I and II that the whole area was
stripped down to the natural clay and the overlying material carted away before
the building of the wall began. This methodical preparation of the site was as
ruthless as present-day bulldozing, and as thorough; no find on the site could
be dated earlier than the wall on internal evidence.f In front of the intended
line of the wall the ground had been scarped and the clay thus removed had
been piled up behind the line of the wall to form a great bank, 7 ft. high to the

i For convenience, the wall was assumed to run :N.-S.
, This was the most disappointing aspect of the excavation. Although Shrewsbury was Saxon for

some 400 years before the Conquest, and may well have been a British site before this, no Norman, Saxon
or Celtic pottery ha s vet b-en found here. A Saxon bronze pin (see Trans. Shrop, Arch. Soc., 2 ser., II (18go),
:j66, anrl some unprovenienced Saxon coins bearing the Shrewsbury mint stamp arc all that have been found
H) represent six or more centuries of occupation.

1:3
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present ground surface, and extending for at least 30 ft. behind the wall. This
clay was quite sterile and there was no turf line between it and the natural clay
beneath. <) Since this bank was undatable, it may be that it belonged to an earlier
defence system, and this point requires further investigation, though there is no
evidence for it, and the bank and the wall gave the strong impression of being
stages in one operation. A vertical face had been cut into this clay bank and for a
foot into the natural clay beneath, and the wall built against it. That the clay
bank preceded the wall was shown by a thin layer of mortar which lay between
the inside face of the wall and the face of the clay bank, a layer spread against
the clay face as each course was laid.

On the edge of the scarp, 4 ft. in front of the intended wall, the natural
clay had been left in the form of a low bank (A on section II, FIG. 48) 2~ ft. wide,
parallel to the wall. Between this bank and the wall the clay had been consolidated
with a layer of pebbles rammed into it so hard that a heavy pick had to be used
to get through them. This surface, 31 to 4 ft. wide and therefore too narrow
for a cart, was probably an access path for building the wall, and perhaps
for the erection of scaffolding. The path was earlier than the wall, since the clay
bank piled against the footing of the wall when the work was complete overlay
the path in trench I (FIG. 48). The remains of a wooden beam, 2 ft. 10 in. by
6 in. by 4 in., which had been sharpened to a flat, leaf-shaped point, as if for
driving into the clay, and with a rectangular notch, 2t in. square, cut in one side,
lay on the pebble path in trench II. Standing vertically in the slot, which was,
however, much too big for it, was a straight branch of silver birch, 2 ft. long,
thrust for most of its length into the natural clay.

In the clay bank behind the wall an oval pit, some 6 ft. at its greatest
diameter, had been cut to a depth of 8 ft. 2 in. from the present surface. It was
lined with a soft green-grey substance and was still half filled with a similar
whiter substance which became increasingly wet and sloppy with depth until
it became unworkable. The depth of the pit was therefore sounded with rods.
The grey material was decayed lime and, since the fragments of pottery from
the lime and from the subsequent earth filling of the pit were closely comparable
with those from the footings of the wall itself, there seems little doubt that this
was a pit for the slaking of lime for the mortar of the wall.

The wall itself, 41 ft. wide, was rubble cored, faced on the outside with
coursed, dressed red sandstone, and on the inside, i.e. against the clay bank, with
coursed rubble. The masonry was excellent, the joints in the lower courses,
which had not been exposed to the weather for long before they were protected
by silt and rubbish, being still very fine. The facing stones were parallelogrammic
in vertical section from front to back, so that when they were bedded on to the
previous course they would tend to settle back against the rubble core (see B,
FIG. 48).

The front face of the wall (FL. xxx, A, B) had a chamfered plinth, which
varied in height from 2 to 2~ ft. Along the co-ft. length of wall exposed, this

~ It was possible to distinguish between the two because the clay bank, which had been puddled,
was a little dir;v, while the natural clay had a perfectly clean facture,
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plinth was stepped down twice to conform with the slope of the hill. It is typical
of the medieval mason's dislike of mechanical repetition that these two steps are
different in construction; there is a certain awkward ingenuity about their
design which makes them look like improvised solutions to the problem set by
the slope of the hill.

The footings were of mortared sandstone rubble laid on a slight bank of
the natural clay. They were much heavier and more prominent at the southern,
higher end of the exposed stretch. It is suggested that these heavier footings
prepare for the tower or gate (that shown on Lord Burleigh's map?) which may
have lain immediately to the south of them, under the present road, and they
may be taken as additional evidence for its existence. The footings were finished
by means of a bank of mixed clay and earth piled up against them to the level of
the dressed stone (FIG. 48). I 0

When the pit behind the wall was no longer needed, though it was still
half full of unused lime, it had been filled with earth, and a cobbled surface had
been laid partly over it and the surrounding area. The cobbles were bedded in
sand which lay on a foundation of broken roof-tiles which included ridge-tiles
with hand-made crests (FIG. 52, no. 62). The cobbled surface was sunk slightly
below the level of the clay bank and was bounded with unmortared stones (one
being perhaps a reused door jamb of simple half-shaft and chamfered section)
which seem to have been the foundations for a timber structure. The centre of
the top of the pit had been filled with sandstone rubble packed in a saucer shape
and supporting a layer of stones, the whole appearing to be a base for a massive
timber post at the corner of the cobbled area. The kerbing or footing of stones
overlay the cobbled surface and gave the impression that it was not part of the
original structure. The edge of the cobbling, curving so as to run parallel with
the wall, and the absence of any trace of a house or other building behind the
wall, suggest that the cobbling may have been a path and the timber structure
a stair or steps leading up to the wall walk. But the evidence is slight. What is
certain is that the filling of the pit, the cobbled surface, and its kerb, even if
secondary, are all nearly contemporary with the building of the wall, since
sherds of the same or identical vessels came from the pit and from the kerb. In
fact no sherds other than thirteenth-century ones were found in this area to within
2 in. of the present ground surface, that is immediately under the floors of the
half-timbered houses.

The scarp in front of the wall had been cut to slope down at an angle of
about 35° and it is clear that the ground beyond the scarp had been continuously
waterlogged, since it had silted up, apparently rapidly, with black organic mud.
The area (3 on section II, FIG. 48) in front of this scarp is difficult to interpret.
A clay bank seems to have been piled on the natural clay (A, FIG. 48) at the
top of the scarp, and to have collapsed at an early stage of the silting, falling

I (> This method of construcr ion , on a low bank rather than in a trench, and wirh a bank afterwards
piled against the footings. can be paralleled elsewhere: for instance, at Oxford. a little earlier. in the city
wall (1\. G. Hunter and E. M . .Tope, 'Excavations ill :'few College, Oxford, 1949,' Oxonicnsin. XVI (1952),
:33-34) and at Brockhurst Castle, Church Srrct ton. Shropshire. in the curtain wall of the mid-twelfth
century (report in preparation".
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down the face of the scarp. This face appears then to have been cleared, and the
fallen clay cut back. Later, after considerable silt (4, FIG. 48) had accumulated,
a second clay bank, a rebuilding of the first, seems to have toppled forward on to
the silt. There was no trace of a wooden rampart or revetment, though random
fragments of wood were preserved at this level." The most interesting find
(PL. xxx, c) in this lowest silting was a plaited hank of Polytrichumcommune (Common
Hair-moss). Its possible uses are discussed in Appendix II.

Eighteen inches above the first path in front of the wall a second had been
laid on a foundation of yellow clay and large blocks of sandstone rubble. The
yellow clay extended beyond the path to merge, over and beyond the scarp,
with a thick layer of grey-green clay, the whole effectively sealing the layers 3
and 4 below. Above this was a further layer of silting (5) which was itself sealed.
Close to the wall this layer consisted of yellow clayey earth with much rubble
and charcoal, lying under a layer (SA) of silty earth mixed with a yellow sticky
substance which proved to be decayed mortar, but beyond the edge of the scarp
it merged into organic mud, which had preserved every sort of vegetable matter,
leaves, seeds, twigs and fragments of wood, together with bone, egg-shells and
quantities of Ieather.« This mud was capped by a layer of peat, laminated, and
compressed by the weight of drier filling above it. The peat itself contained much
leather, including the soles of adults' and infants' shoes, as well as a complete
shoe which was resting on the surface of the peat (FIG. 53, no. I).

The subsequent layers of filling are less well defined. Layer 6, which lay
immediately over the peat and the earth-and-mortar mixture, was clayey and
gave the appearance of gradual silting. Layer 7 consisted of earth and rubble.
The ground in front of the wall had clearly been dry during the deposition of
these layers; there were no organic remains in them even at the lower end of
the trench, farthest from the wall. It will be noticed that by now the ground in front
of the wall is almost level. Layer 8 was the accumulation of intermittently
dumped material of all kinds; clay, ash, sand, and building rubble. Layers 7
and 8 were separated in trench II by a thick layer of sterile sand which did not,
however, extend to trench 1. A cobbled surface had been laid on this upper
filling, close to the present surface. This had been disturbed in a number of
places, particularly by a pit, dug close to the wall between trenches I and II,

which was discovered when the balk between the trenches was removed. The
cobbles had been destroyed in the lower, eastern half of the site, beyond a wall
of late brickwork.

Trench III, cut to investigate the projection in the line of the wall at that
point, proved that it was a late structure, in which the dressed stones of the wall
had been reused, one of the plinth stones being set up on end. This rebuilding
was associated with rough footings of sandstone which were bedded on a thick

r r I am most indebted to Mr. Brian Hope-Taylor and to Mr. .1. G. Hurst for their observations on
this part of the section.

r z These layers were extremely mixed in composition, and changed continuously along their length.
:\t this level they contained every sort of rubbish and debris, and their description here is simplified
to avoid overloading the report with meaningless detail. Fully detailed sections are deposited in the Borough
Library, Shrewsburv.
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foundation or heavy red clay, which itself lay on a bed of greenish clay. These
structures belonged to the second half of the eighteenth century, to judge from
pottery embedded in them (FIG. 52, no. 58), though it must be remarked that the
wall at the eastern end of the trench was more carefully built of dressed stone,
and that from the bank or clay on which it stood came a fragment of a late
thirteenth-century jug (FIG. 52, no. 56). However, conditions at this end of the
trench were made so difficult by water and collapsing side walls that it was
impossible to do more than record these facts.

A number of large post-holes, one full of the ash of its post, were associated
with the eighteenth-century foundations. The building which they represent was
perhaps an outbuilding, and the face of the town wall at the northern end had
been blackened by the fire which destroyed it. The ground over these foundations
had been levelled after the fire to take the floor of the brick building that was
subsequently erected. A quarry-tile floor of late nineteenth-century appearance,
and beautifully laid, needing a large crow-bar to prise it up, had escaped the
general destruction. Elsewhere the floors of the demolished houses had been
removed.

The site has now (1960) been levelled and fenced and is used as an open
storage space.

THE FINDS

l'HE POTTERY A:-iD TIU:S (HGS. 49-52)
An unforeseen but welcome result or the excavation was the establishment, [or

the first time in the region, of a series of pottery dating from Co 1230, the date of the
original construction of the wall, down to the eighteenth century. The fact that the
ground had been stripped before work on the wall began and the silting in front
of the wall was in sealed layers fixed the beginning of the pottery series at c. 1230.
The dating of the associated groups from the subsequent layers of filling was determined
partly on general grounds. but also on the stratification from which each group
came.

For simplicity, the pottery has been divided into groups corresponding to the
layers or groups ofIaycrs from which it came. Where layers have been grouped together
it is because it would be unreal to make too precise a distinction in date between the
pottery from the two layers, or because fragments of identical pots have been found in
both layers. The dates given to each group are, of course, the dates between which it
is considered that the sherds were deposited, and allowance must be made for the
presence of stray sherds from earlier periods. Nos. 54, 55, and 57, FIG. 52, are clear
examples of this. The sequence as a whole illustrates developments common to the
pottery of medieval and post-medieval times elsewhere, and its interest lies in the
information it gives about the particular forms which that development took in the
Shrewsbury region.

The following chronological groups were thus distinguished:
Group I (FIG. 49). Sherds found in the footings of the wall itself and datable on grounds

already discussed to c. 1230 ± 5 years.
Group 2 (FIG. 49). Sherds from the lime pit and the structures immediately above it,

which were strictly comparable to those from the wall footings and
seem to be the same date.
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Group 3 (FIG. 49). An anomalous group from the silting in front of the scarp. There is

evidence, cited above, for believing that the silt here had been
cleared and the scarp face re-cut. This theory is reinforced by the
presence in the lowest silt of two pieces of the base of a green-glazed
pedestal jug of hard grey-white fabric (no. 12), whose date, by
analogy with similar jugs elsewhere, '3 is not likely to be before the
last quarter of the thirteenth century. The silting from which this
pottery came was sealed by a layer of grey-green clay which merged,
towards the wall, with the surface of the second path, which had been
laid in front of the wall and sealed the pottery of group 4. This
group contains no typical fourteenth-century pottery, and it is
therefore suggestcd that this second path was laid c. 1300. Since
thc path and the grey-green clay layer were continuous and sealed
everything beneath them, the pottery of group :) seems to have been
deposited between c. I '275 and 13°0.

Group 4 (FIG. 4Cl). A large group of which only a few sherds arc capable of illustration.
In general they arc typical of the later thirteenth century and,
as suggested above, it seems likely that this group was deposited by
the cnd of the century, the pottcry embedded in the second path
perhaps dating Irom about 1300.

e;mu p :) i HG. Pottery scaled in and below the peat layer at the eastern enel of
trench II and under the laver of earth and decaved mortar nearer the
wall. Its characteristics \~ill be discussed bel~w. It includes some
very hard wares typical of the fourteenth century together with
wares similar to those from group 4. above. Its date in round figures
must be from I :)00 to 1350, the date at which the peat layer was
formed.

Group (j (I-IG. :) I). Pottery from the mixed rubble and clay layer immediately overlying
the previous layers, and clearly defined except at the eastern end of
trench II. The pottery is still wholly medieval in character; there
arc no 'Cistercian' wares nor Tudor green-glazed wares, for instance.
A date before '450 and perhaps as early as qoo is, therefore
suggested.

Group 7 (FIG. 51). This group included Tudor wares and coarse brick-red wares
characteristic of late medieval times. From the nature of the filling
it is clear that rapid silting aided by water was at an enel, and that
the level of the ground was rising more slowly. A date from the late
fifteenth century to c. I(jOO is suggested.

Group B 5 I). Sherds from the uppermost, dumped filling under the cobbled
surfacc which adjoincd thc wall. Slip-decorated seventeenth
century wares appcar, together with seventeenth-century clay
pipes, but none of the fragments, unfortunately, is closely datable.
There was no typical eighteenth-century pottery. It appears, then,
that the cobbled surface was laid before 1700 so that this group be
longs to the seventeenth century.

The dating of the groups has been given in round figures, which are always
rather unsatisfactory. Nevertheless, the earlier groups, nos. 1-5, illustrate the develop
ment of pottery used in Shrewsbury over the comparatively short period of about 125
years, and should form the basis for a more closely datable sequence extending both
backwards and forwards in time.

'1 Sec note 14.
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Catalogue of sherds ill chronologu.al groups

Groups I and 2: c. 1230 (FIG. 49)
About two-thirds of the sherds in these two groups arc from glazed jugs, the resl

from cooking-pots. The fabrics of the jugs are, in general, very fine and hard, the
majority fired to a pleasant light red on the surfaces, with a light grey core. The
cooking-pot sherds are a little sandier in texture; only no. 5 (RH I 33) * has any added
grit. The body sherds of the jugs arc thin, of the order of 4-6 mm., the chief form 01'
decoration being horizontal combing, though there is one sherd, no. <p (RH 120),
with a thin thumb-pressed strip. There is also a fragment of a deeply slashed handle.
The glaze is always noticeably thin and clear, ranging in colour from dull yellow-green
to warm brown. The fine potting and the beauty of the glazes give the impression that
these sherds come from vessels of high quality. All the fragments from the lime in the
pit have accretions of lime on them, and seem to have been attacked by the lime,
presumably when it was quick, so that their surfaces arc roughened and any glaze
has lost its sheen.

r , (RH 186). Rim, probably of jar, hard grey fabric, glazed dull brown-green
both externally and internally, with signs that the glaze is petering out a little below
the rim internally. The glaze has a marked sheen and is pimply, both characteristics
being acquired accidentally during firing. The shape is unusual in that the rim is
not everted, though it has clearly been rolled over outwards. T. body 4 mm. From
the footings of the wall.

2. (RH 187). Body-sherd ofjug, hard pink-buff fabric with grey core, yellow-green
glaze, brown interior surface. Horizontal combing. D. at least 0' 30 m., 1'.7 mm. From
footings of the wall.

3. (RH 40). Sherd from shoulder of jug, hard grey fabric, light green glaze,
interior surface pink with spots of similar light green glaze. The glaze has, in places, a
metallic sheen similar to that of no. 1 above. Horizontal combed lines more widelv
spaced than in no. 2. G.D. (as extant) c. o 23 m.; 1'. 4 mm. From the footings of the wali.

4. (RH I 13). Body-sherd, in two parts, of jug, hard light brown fabric, with light
red surfaces. Warm brown glaze with metallic sheen on exterior, spots of similar glaze
on interior. Horizontal combing with a three-pronged tool, the design being repeated
once on this sherd. G.D. as extant c. o : 255 m. T. 6 mm. From the filling of the lime pit.

5. (RH 133). Rim of cooking-pot, brown-grey fabric, with some added grits, a few
of which protrude through the otherwise smooth surface. Wheel-thrown. The rim
everted but rolled inwards to form a moulding of simple section, whose nearest parallels
are from Lydney castle, Glos. (Antiq.]., XI (193/), 257, fig. 6), the date there being
assumed to be before I ISO. Rims of similar rolled construction, though of different
shape, were found in 1959 at Brockhurst castle, Church Stretton, 12 miles from Shrews
bury, in levels dating c. 1175-1225, though not in earlier levels. The coarser, lightly
gritted fabric and the evidence from Brockhurst suggest a date a little earlier than the
building of the wall. From the upper, earthen filling of the lime pit.

6. (RH 123). Fragment of strap-handle of jug, hard brown-grey fabric, light
red surfaces. Rows of parallel longitudinal slashes. On the under side of the handle
and in the slashes are traces of a light coloured slip (not glaze), but the sherd is very
worn and apparently affected by lime. From the lime in the pit.

7. (RH I 18). Rim of dish, light grey fabric, light rcd exterior surface, green glaze
on rim and interior. The sherd is encrusted with lime and the glaze may be no morc
than patchy. From the lime in the pit.

8. (RH 119). Rim, probably from a storage-jar, of fine hard light red fabric, glazcd
externally with a warm brown-green glaze. This rim, though thin, is comparatively
large in diameter. From the clay filling above the lime pit.

* These numbers ill brackets preceded by th" letters RH 8lT thr- serial numbers of the shcrrls.
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9. (RH 130). Basal angle of cooking-pot, of hard sandy fabric, apparently black
with grey surfaces with light red patches, though much discoloured and obscured
by lime. Part of a large sagging base. D.o' 25 m. T. 7 mm. From the lime in the pit.

10. (RH 122). Part of the base of a small glazed jug, of fine light red fabric with
a light grey core extending to the surface under the glazc, which has excluded the air
and thus prevented oxidization. The fragment, L. 0'04 m., has a single indentation of
the kind usually called thumb-pressed, though this seems much more likely to have
been done with the tip of the finger, unless the potter was a woman. The glaze is thin
and varies in colour from brown-green to warm orange-brown, especially where, in
places, it has run over the already oxidized fabric, which glows through the transparent
glaze. From the wall above the lime-pit, but very similar in fabric and glaze to nos. 3
and 4.

I I. (RH 125). Fragmcnt of basal angle of an unglazed vessel, probably a jug.
Fine, slightly sandy fabric, with smoothed surfaces. Light red throughout. From the
earthen filling of the lime-pit.

C)a. (RH 120). Fragment of body of jug, fine fal nic with little sand, the outer half
of its thickness light grey, the inner half light red. Thin glaze similar to that of no. II,

though much encrusted with lime. Thin lightly thumb-pressed strip. From the lime in
the pit.

C;roup 3: c. J275-1300 (l'IG. 49;
The dating of this group has already been discussed (p. I ih)). It consists, with

one exception, no. 15, of shcrds of jugs of very varied type. The chief grounds for
the unexpectedly late dating of this group are three sherds, no. 12 (RH 17S/6 and
RH 177), of hard, off-white ware and dark, speckled green glaze, which represent a
pedestal base of a type well known in London in the last quarter of the thirteenth
century and the beginning of the fourteenth, I+ but whose fabric is probably related
to the local imitations, found particularly in the Edwardian castles of \Nales, of poly
chrome wares imported into Britain in the late thirteenth century. IS

The rouletted sherds nos. 16 and 17, and the sherd with wavy, incised decoration,
no. 14, appear to be earlier. The wavy decoration is common on tripod-pitchers from
the Oxford region in the twelfth century (sec Ascot Doilly, op. cit, in note 19, p. 262,
fig. In, and, for an example from Gloucester, Rackham, op. cit. in note 14, pl. 24),
though the fabrics of all these sherds are very hard, and harsh to the touch. Equally
early in character is the rather straight-sided cooking-pot base, with knife-trimming.
It seems most likely that we have here a mixed group of sherds some of which survived
the clearing of the silt in front of the scarp, but the latest of which did not find their
way into the silt until the end of the thirteenth century.

12. (RH 175/6, joined, and 177). Fragment of pedestal base of jug, off-white fabric,
mottled dark green glaze on exterior, with a spot of the same glaze on the under side
of the base, which is markedly concave. Broad, shallow diagonal grooves. RH 175
has been darkened by fir-e. From the silt in front of the scarp.

13. (RH ISBA). Fragment of thumb-pressed base, hard, light orange fabric with
grey core, patchy, mottled green glaze on exterior. From the silt in front of the scarp.

q. (RH 178). Sherd ofjug; rather harsh grey fabric, buff interior, light red exterior

'4 London Museum Medieoal Catalogue, pp. 214, 2 I 5, and Bernard Rackharn, English Medieval Pottery.
pl. 28, p. 12. A close parallel to this base from .Joyden's Wood, Kent, is dated 1280-1320 by G. C.
Dunning from the parallels at Eynesford Castle; P. .1. Tester and J. E. L. Caiger, 'Medieval buildings
in the .Joyden's Wood square earthwork,' Archaeologia Cantiana, LXXII (1958), 35, fig. 6, no. 19. I have
found base sherds of comparable shape and fabric at Rhuddlan Castle, Denbighshire, the building of
which began in 1277.

'5 Archaeologia, LXXXIII (1933), "4 ff See also sherds nos. 56 and 57 below which are even more
closely related to the material from the Welsh castles.
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except where it is covered with a mottled brown-green glaze which has become pimply
during firing. Incised wavy lines. T. 5 mm. From the silt in front of the scarp.

IS. (RH 179). Fragment of base of cooking-pot, fairly coarse, sandy fabric, but
with smoothed surfaces, especially where the base has been knife-trimmed. Thickness
of wall very uneven, varying from 3 mm. to 6 mm. within a distance of 4. em. From
the silt in front of the scarp.

16. (RH 167). Sherd of jug of fine sandy fabric, red on outside, buff on inside,
with grey core. Single line of rouletting. T. 7 mm. From the silt at the edge of the scarp.

17. (RH 168). Sherd of jug of hard, fine sandy fabric, light red on inside, darker
red on outside, with grey core. Splashes of brown-green glaze. Parallel lines of rouletting,
the pattern apparently repeating on alternate lines. T. 6 mm. From the clay layer
sealing the silt in front of the scarp.

Group 4: c. 1230-1300 (FIG. 49)
Few of these sherds are capable of illustration. About a quarter are Irorn cooking

pots, the remainder being very varied in character, though probably coming from
jugs. One, RH 30 (not illustrated) may represent a dish. The fabrics generally are
fine, red and hard, and are noticeably sandy in only one or two cases. Both glazes
and fabrics vary distinctly in colour and appearance, and it is clear that these sherds
are not the product of onc or two local kilns, though the possibility that some were
made in Shrewsbury is suggested by two wasters, nos. RH 155 and RH 35 (no. 22, FIG.

49). Glazed roof- and Hoar-tiles make their appearance at the top of this layer, two
of the floor-tiles, IlOS. RH 17 (no. 60, FIG. 52) and RH 27, being made by the 'printing'
method not thought to come into use before 1320- I 330.'6 It is difficult, however, to
date these two tiles from Roushill later than the very early years of the fourteenth
century, and it may be that the type was in production earlier than has been assumed.
Further evidence on this point from closely datable sites is very desirable.

Ii'.. (RH 44). Rim of cooking-pot, hard, rather gritty grey to buff fabric, blackened
on the exterior. The large everted rim has been folded inwards, but, unlike nos. 54
and 55, FIG. 52, the inner profile is still concave, giving a moulding of great simplicity
ane! strength. The pot was very large, Max. D.o' 3B rn., with, apparently, nearly
vertical sides.

IC). (RH 64). Fragment of body of jug, light red sandy fabric with grey corc, with
orange-brown glaze on exterior. Single line of rouletted indentations. T. 4 mm.

20. (RH 24). Part of rim of jug, hard light red fabric with grey core, strongly
moulded exterior profile. Glazed partially on exterior with a brown-green glaze,
applied thickly, which has acquired a marked iridescence. There is no indication of
the form of the spout.

2 I. (RH r(12). Fragment of shoulder of small jug or bottle. Hard grey fabric with
a lighter grey outer surface, the interior being coated with buff slip. Glazed with an
almost opaque green glaze which adheres badly to the surface of the fabric, almost
half of it having flaked off. T. 5-7 mm.

22. (RH 35). Body sherd ofa (?) cooking-pot, grey fabric. Crescentic cut made with
a sharp instrument. T. 4 mm.

23. (RH Ilo). Fragment of rim of jug, of hard buff fabric with fine grits, some or
which have weathered out, giving the fabric a cellular appearance under magnification.
'The surfaces are covered with a thin orange slip and there is a patch of green brown
glaze.

24. (RH 38). Part of base of jug, similar in many respects to no. 12. The fabric
is hard and white with a chalky appearance. Unlike no. 12, the under side is Hat, and,

,(, London Museum Medieoal Catalogue, pp. 229 fro and R. J. Sherlock, 'The patterned nom t ik-s.'
'The Excavation of the Church ofSt, Hertclin at Stafford and its Cross. cd, Adrian Oswald, pp. 36-57.
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although thinner-walled, this jug is larger. The exterior is covered with a speckled
apple-green glaze, with some specks of the same glaze on the bottom. Shallow diagona1

GROUP 5 c 1300-1350
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ROCSHILL, SHREWSBURY
Pottery of group 5 (pp. 189, 195). Sc. t

grooves, sloping in the opposite direction to those on no. 12. Embedded in the lounda
lions of the second path.

25. (RH 36). Fragment of base of cooking-pot, hard, slightly gritty fabric, knife
trimmed. D. o- 23 m.
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Group 5: c. 1300-1350 (FIG. So)

The most interesting item in this PTOUp is the almost completely recoverable
profile of a large baggy pitcher of a shape '~vell known from the twelfth cel'ltury onward,
but here of a harsh purplish fabric typical of the fourteenth century. The other sherds
are once again varied, but many are noticeably harder, with a metallic ehink when
struck together. In one or two, nos. 33 and 35 for instance, the potting has become very
clumsy, but this contrasts markedly with the thin, elegant rims of nos. 28, 29 and 3I,

whose shapes are simpler, yet more sophisticated, than those of previous groups. All
except no. 30 appear to be from jugs, though the majority are unglazed, and only
two or three are glazed uniformly. The thumb-pressed base persists.

26. (RH 146, 57, 106 and 107). More than twenty fragments of one, or perhaps
two,"? baggy pitchers of distinctive harsh gritty purplish-brown fabric, fired very hard,
sufficient to reconstruct the shape of the body though not of the rim or handle, the
reconstruction of these parts in FIG. 50 being purely conjectural. The surfaces are
markedly rilled, and the base and the lowest three inches of the body have been knife
trimmed when the clay was in leather-hard state;" The inside of the base only is partly
covered with brown-green glaze. Although by the fourteenth century potters were
beginning to imitate the shapes of metal vessels, this jug seems to perpetuate an earlier
tradition, represented, for instance, by some cooking-pots and tripod-pitchers of the
twelfth century from the Oxford region, but not common on the Welsh border. 19

27. (RH 157). Fragments of rim of jug, very hard orange 'flower-pot' fabric with
two or three spots of brown glaze. A simple and elegant form.

28. (RH 192). Fragment of rim of jug, grey, slightly sandy fabric, with orange
external surfaces, and spots of brown-green glaze. A curiously ugly, bulbous shape,
cp. Rackham, op. cit. in note 14, pI. 51. There are indications that the spout was a
simple pressed-out lip.

29. (RH 165). Fragment of rim of jug, very hard grey fabric with orange surfaces.
Light yellow-green glaze with brown edges where the fabric was oxidized under the
glaze/o the glaze having run towards the rim, showing that the pot was inverted
when fired. Perhaps the most elegant of all the rims here.

30. (RH 191). Fragment of rim of cooking-pot. Orange fabric, coated with soot
on the outside.

3 I. (RH 67)· Fragment of rim of jug, buff-orange fabric with darker inner surface
and grey outer surface. Very thin and hard, with a spot of brown glaze on the shoulder.

32. (RH 68). Fragment of thumb-pressed base of jug. Grey fabric, fine and hard,
with orange surfaces. Glazed on the outside with green-speckled brown glaze.

33. (RH 53)· Fragment of base of pedestal shape, hard orange fabric. A thick,
coarse piece of potting. Striations on the base show that the pot was cut from the wheel
with a knife or wire.

34. (RH 69)· Fragment of a thumb-and-finger pinched (rather than pressed) base,
of thin hard orange fabric with splashes of brown glaze.

35. (RH 148). Part of the base of a small jug, orange fabric, fine and hard fired. A
clumsy, ill-finished piece of potting. No attempt has been made to remove lumps
round the base angle.

r 7 The fi'agments were in two groups a few feet apart at the same level. If two vessels arc represented
they must be almost identical.

,8 See E. :vI. .lope, Med. Archaeol., II (1958), 128, 133, 135, and id., Oxoniensia, XXIII (1958), 52.
'9 E. M . .lope and R. 1. Threlfall, 'The twelfth-century castle at Ascot Doilly, Oxfordshirc,' Antig.]..

XXXIX (1959), 2'f9. fig. 8.
'0 The green colour of the glaze is not inherent in the glaze itself, but is due to the grey, reduced

fabric showing through the transparent yellow glaze, grey plus yellow equalling green. Where the fabric
has reddened with oxidization under the edges of the glaze, the glaze appears warm orange-brown.
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Group (): c. 1350-14Yl (FIG. 51)
The few sherds capable of illustration in this group show the continuing coarseness

of the pottery of this period. Body sherds are usually thick and heavy, fabrics buff
or orange-red, fine in texture and fired hard. Shapes tend to be clumsy, though the
evidence here is not extensive. Glaze is used sparingly.

36. (RH 46). Fragment of rim of small cooking-pot, orange-red fabric, unglazed.
37. (RH 63). Part of neck, probably of a large bottle. Grey fabric with buff surfaces.

Very thick and heavy with markecl spiral rilling on the inside of the neck. Unglazed.
38. (RH 79). Base ofjug, orange-red fabric, with marked rilling on interior. The

sagging base still persists.

Group 7: 145°- Ii:>oo (FIG, 51)
This pottery falls into two sub-groups. Nos. 44, 45, 46, and ,n continue the rather

debased tradition of the last group, being coarse, unglazed and clumsily modelled.
:'\os. 40-43 introduce wares of the Tudor period, thin and glazed, nos. 41 and 42 with
the brown manganese glaze of Cistercian ware, and no. 43 with the mottled apple
green glaze typical of the Tudor period.

39. (RH 143), Fragment of rim of dish. Fine light red fabric, unglazed.
40. (RH 199). Fragment of rim of bowl. Fine hard light buff fabric, glazed with

a transparent yellowish glaze with one or two small specks of green.
4 I. (RH 14), Fragment of rim, probably of a bowl. Hard fine pinkish red fabric.

glazed inside and out with dark brown glaze, very thinly applied.
42. (RH 227). Two fragments of small bowl or jug of fine brown fabric with

dark brown glaze similar to that of no. 41, except that the upper part only of the exterior
is glazed. This, of course, is common with these wares, which were dipped while being
held by the base.

43. (RH 54). Base of small jug, of fine pale buff ware, glazed internally with
bright green glaze, with parallel splotches of darker green. A few spots of dark green
glaze on the under side of the base. An entirely typical piece of 'Tudor' pottery, cpo
Rackham, op, cit. in note 14, pI. 48.

44. (RH (6), Fragment of neck and rim of jug or bottle. Fine light red ware.
r oarsclv finished, with simple pressed-out lip.

45. (RH 13)' Fragment of very heavy, crude handle of large jug, thumb-pressed
a t junction with body, with impressions of finger-tips and finger-nails of potter 011

inside, opposite the thumb-pressing. The finger-nails were long, but cut square.
46. (RH 62), Base of small jug, grey fabric with light red surfaces. Coarsely

modelled, with marked burr on outside of base angle. Strongly rilled in the interior.
Two small spots of brown glaze on outside.

47. (RH I r ). Part of base, probably of a very large jug. Purple fabric, cxtrcmelv
hard and very heavy, with a noticeable amount of grit. Sagging base, knife-trimmed
on exterior. The complete vessel must have been most unwieldy.

Croup 8: seventeenth century (FIG . .')1)

This group includes fragments of a typical tyg, no. 48, and a little jug, no ..'i I,

together with sherds of trailed slip-ware, such as nos. 49 and 50, common in the
seventeenth century. There is also part of a large stoneware jug, no. 52, and a base
with characteristic streaked brown glaze on the interior, no. 53. Not illustrated is a
"herd of thick orange fabric, glazed internally with bright green glaze, and decorated
with a sgraffito spiral.

48. (RH 6 I). Fragment of base of tyg, dark red fabric with grey surfaces, glazed
with slightly iridescent, very dark brown glaze, except on part of the under side.
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49. (RH 149). Sherd of small plate, light huff fabric, knife-trimmed on the under
side, decorated with slip in two colours, light and dark brown, thc whole of the upper
surface covcrcd with an almost colourless transparent glaze.

50. (RH 59). Boe!y of small jug or cup, red fabric, with brown glaze covering a
pattern of circular blobs of white slip. Though this resembles the previous sherd in
many ways, Mrs . .J. Lc Patourel says that this type is found in Yorkshire before the
Dissolution, and that there the colouring matter of the glaze is of iron and not manganese.

51. (RH (i). Base of small jug. Hard purplish red fabric, glazed inside and partially
outside with dark brown glaze. The glaze is very thick inside the base, suggesting it
ran down into the base when the jug was reversed after dipping.

52. (RH 23 I). Base of large stoneware jug, extremely hard grey fabric throughout,
salt-glazed on the outside, though very lightly.

53. (RH I . Fragment of base of jug, light lmfT fabric, glazed on interior
with warm brown streaky glaze, which has developed craquelure.

Ungrouped sherds (1.1(;. 52)
54- and 55- (RH 124 and 125). Two fiagments of cooking-pot rims, of similar

fabric. containing a good deal of large grits; surfaces smoothed while wet. The rims are
rolled inwards. Found in the loose rubble of the demolition and presumably of the early
thirteenth century.

56. (RH 49). Body sherd of jug. The fabric is almost white and slightly sandy,
with vertical combing and diagonal slashing, glazed on the exterior with a rich dark
green glaze speckled with very dark green spots which merge together. Late thirteenth
or early fourteenth century (cp. no. 12). From the faced stone wall at the southern end
of trench III (p. 188).

57. (RH 126). Fragment of shoulder of jug of similar ware to that of no. 56, but
decorated with slashes which terminate in a small hole. The glaze is thinner and lighter
in colour than that of no. 56. Late thirteenth or early fourteenth century.

58. (RH 7I). Sherd of a dish, light buff fabric, with trailed slip oflight brown, dark
brown and cream. It was this sherd, typical of the middle or late eighteenth century,
which dated the foundations in trench III (p. 188).

Tiles (FIG. 52)
59. A number of fragments of this line-impressed design came from the layers of

C~roup 5, i.e. 1300- I 350. They are 0' 04 m. thick, some coated with cream slip and
glazed with a transparent yellowish glaze and some with an almost black glaze. One
fragment of identical design has come from this site of the Austin Friars in Shrewsbury
but the most interesting parallel comes from one of the transeptal chapels at Strata
Florida abbey, Cardiganshire, more than sixty miles away over some of the wildest
country in Britain, where tiles printed from the same stamps as these in Roushill arc
used for the whole of the floor. The original excavator of Strata Florida, S. W. Williams,
thought that the tiles there were made at Broseley, Shropshire, and cites a tile similar
to the Roushill example which was found at Barrow, ncar Broseley. 20a

60. Fragment of a tile of chequer pattern of alternate squares, the lighter covered
with cream slip, the darker left in the red colour of the clay.

6 I. Part of a tile, printed apparently with the image of a fish, the vesica piscis,
stamped in cream slip on the red ground of the tile. No other example comes to mind
in this area.

62. One of many fragments of roof-tiles with hand-made crests of small size, which
were used as bedding material for the cobbled surface above the lime pit behind the

aoa Arclzaeol. Cambrensis, 188g, p. 266 f.; I 8g I, pp. 3°3-5; 18g2, p. I I f.
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wall and which must datc from soon after the construction of the wall, say the mid
thirteenth century. The fabric is fine and without sand or grit, and fired red-orange
throughout. It is, in fact, very much like the fabric of a modern flower-pot, and
considerably finer in texture than most modern bricks.

LEATHER (FIG. 53)

The leather from the peat layer and the orgaruc mud below it was submitted

,~~ r='-
lid 56 /5)

55

58

?

59

60

14
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ROCSHILL, SHREWSBURY
I..ngrollpcd poue-rv-sherds. and tiles (p. 19B). Sc. 1,

LO Mr . .J. H. Thorutou, or the Northampton College of Technology, whose report
appears as Appendix 1.

OBJECTS Or' METAL AND STOKE (FIG. 54)
I. Part of rim of bronze cauldron. D. 0' 255 m., T. 6 mm. The rim of a cauldron of

similar size was found with a quantity of thirteenth-century pottery on the motte at
.\dderley in north Shropshire in j()30.21 From the 1300- 1350 level.

2. Stone spindle-whorl from the layer immediately below the floor levels of the
houses demolished in 1 CJS9 and associated with fragments of thirteenth-century pottery.

3. Handle of small silver spoon, violently twisted from its bowl, decorated with
incised lines and a rudimentary plant design. On the back there is an inscription in
Chinese. From the pit immediately in front of the wall, between trenches I and II.

In the hope that the inscription would date the spoon and therefore perhaps the

" Trans. Slzrofis. Archneol. SO(.. LVI. pt. ') (lg60). forthcoming.
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pit, the spoon was submitted to Mr. Soame Jenyns, Deputy Keeper of the Department
of Oriental Antiquities at the British Museum, who writes as follows:

'I have now had the opportunity to look at the handle of your silver spoon,
which is certainly Chinese. It has a hallmark on it saying "Pure silver" and that
is all. The likelihood is that your spoon was exported from Canton during the
Regency period, together with large quantities of carved ivory, tortoise shell,
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FIG. 53
ROl.iSHILL, SHREWSBURY

Leather shoe fragments (p, 205). Sc. 1

mother of pearl and other nick-nacks that reached this country ... All 1 can
definitely say is that your spoon is not older than the eighteenth century and more
probably belongs to the early years of the nineteenth century.'
Since the silver of which the spoon is made is hard and not at all easy to bend,

one wonders what sort of rage over the tea-cups destroyed this small exotic.

4. (Not illustrated). A disc of sandstone (a segment being broken off). D. 0'355 m.,
T. O' 10m. Pierced centrally with a hole O' 083 m. in diameter. On one side of this
cen tral hole are four radial slots o- 038 m. long and o 0 19m. deep; on the other side
of the disc are fourteen (probably about twenty-four originally) holes approximately
o· 0 19m. diameter, five of them containing the stumps of iron rods embedded in lead.
The edge of the disc is worn smooth. It appears to have been a rotary grinder of some
sort, probably revolving in the vertical plane. From the late seventeenth-century
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cobbled surface immediately in front of the wall (see plan, FIG. 48, where this object is
shown resting against the wall).

DISCUSSION

Early in the history of Shrewsbury there must have been a track between
the fords which preceded the English and Welsh bridges. This track, which had
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Objects of metal and stone (p. 199). Sc. nos. I and 2.~; 3.1

probably become a road, together with a considerable area of high, well-drained
ground to the south, was enclosed by the thirteenth-century wall, and it is this
which gives the town at this time its curious anchor shape. It is very likely, as
C. A. Ralegh Radford suggests,» that the town had already extended into this
area, which included the ancient church of St. Chad with its college. The road
between the bridges almost certainly followed the line of the present Mardol.o
and the new Roushill-Mardol wall with the marsh beyond protected the road
from a flanking attack from the north. The lowest silting at the eastern end of
trench II is typical of water-deposited organic mud, and it is clear that the water
flowed up to the height of the little bank (A, FIG. 48) at the top of the scarp for
some years after the building of the wall. Whether this water filled a town ditch

" Op, cit. in note 2, p. 19.
'3 For the suggested derivation of this curious name from the Anglo-Saxon maeredeofol, 'devil's

boundary', see J. L. Hobbs, Shrewsbury Street Names (1954), p. 7 I.
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or whether the cutting of the scarp allowed the marsh to flood up to the wall is
not clear. The angle of the scarp, about 35°, seems altogether too shallow for
a town ditch, and it is difficult to see how water could have remained in a ditch
which here must have sloped steeply along its length. Unquestionably the river
would have flooded up to the wall during a major winter flood-it flooded into
Roushill up to the level of the footings of the wall in 1946 and in 196o--but
the nature of the lowest silting is that of continuous and not intermittent sub
mcrgencc.s- The recutting of the scarp face in the latter part of the thirteenth
century suggests that it had silted up rapidly, and Mr. Charles Sinker has made
the attractive suggestion that the lumps of clay on the floor of the lowest part
of trench II (FIG. 48) may result from digging under water, the clay having slipped
off the spades of the Jossatores, and mixed with the silt which they did not manage
to clear.

The low bank on the outside of the access path laid in front of the wall may
have been left there simply as a safety measure for the men, and perhaps the
donkeys or mules, travelling along the path. This does not explain the purpose
of the two successively-superimposed clay banks (p. 187) which could hardly
have been defensive in character, since they could have added only two or three
feet at most to the height of the natural bank of clay. With the evidence available
it is not possible to come to any final solution, and it is to be hoped that a further
opportunity to examine this problem will arise.

The pointed, slotted fragment of oak beam found lying on the pebble path
may very probably have been the remains of a section of scaffolding, pointed
so that it could be driven into the clay,» and there seems to be no significant
connexion between it and the thin branch of silver birch thrust deeply into the
clay by its side.

The clay and earth bank piled against the wall footings not only improved
the appearance of the wall and protected the footings from the weather, but also
stopped the flow of water from under the wall, which, it will be remembered,
stood on the natural clay. When the bank was removed, clear water, which
even the modern drainage of the town did not tap, sprang from under the footings.
The original height of the wall here can only be conjectured. It is surprisingly
narrow (4! ft. in trench I) but nevertheless a height of less than 15-20 ft. would
have been purposeless, and, in fact, the wall still survives to a height of 12-15 ft.
within 20 yards of the excavation.

It is doubtful if the clay bank behind the wall was ever very much higher
than at present, since the cobbled surface which was sunk into it a few inches
was contemporary with the wall. The purpose of this cobbled surface can only
be conjectured, but the plinth for a post at its corner (if that is what it is) and
the curved kerb, suggest a path leading perhaps to a wooden stair or steps up

'4 Sec Appendix II for a discussion of the geographical possibilities suggested by this part of the
excavation.

'5 Cp, the use of pointed posts driven into stoneless clay in both the Flaehsiedlung and Hochmottc
periods of the Hustcrknupp (A. Herrnbrodt, Der Husierknupp (1958), p. 22, fig. 9 and p. 60, fig. 36) and
used to pin down the sole plates of a bridge on the Cashen River, Co. Kerry (Michael]. O'Kelly, 'A
wooden bridge on the Cashen river, co. Kerry,']. Roy. Soc. Antiq.lreland, XCI, pt. ii (1961), p. 143, fig. 2.
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to a wall walk. If there was a tower within a few feet of this point this would
be the natural place for such a stair, though the stair would more probably be
of stone than of wood.w The evidence is again insufficient. It has been suggested
that the tower shown on Lord Burleigh's map of Co 1600 was a gate tower and
in 1927 J. A. Morris reported that 'one jamb of this gate, with its doorhook,
could still be seen' .27 There are difficulties, however, in accepting this evidence
as relating to a thirteenth-century gate. The ground here has risen at least
6 ft. since the wall was built, and a thirteenth-century door-jamb would therefore,

if in its original position, be covered to that height. A gate here could hardly have
opened on to a path or road leading straight into the marsh, and there was no
sign, at the farthest extent of trench II, of a natural slope or causeway which would
have raised a path above the level of the water. It seems more likely that if
there was a gate here it was a postern leading to the paths along the wall, and
that 6 ft. of silting would have covered the whole opening. The tower seen
by Lord Burleigh's map-maker was, therefore, perhaps a rebuilding of the
thirteenth-century tower, which was necessitated by the rapidly rising levels
outside the wall, and the door-jamb seen by Morris a fragment of this later
tower.

As we have seen, a second path, loosely laid on a clay and sandstone founda
tion, had been built along the front of the wall about 1300. Whatever the purpose
of this path, it seems to have gone out of use quickly, since by about 13.50 it was
covered by a foot of rubble, the top surface of which included a good deal of
decayed mortar, implying building in the vicinity. The marsh had continued to
silt up and had risen some 4 ft. in the previous hundred years, so that the ground
in front of the wall was now almost level. The character of the marsh had
changed, and a layer of peat had formed on its surface. Analysis of the peat (see
Appendix II) has enabled us to picture fairly clearly this small area of Shrewsbury
in the middle of the fourteenth century. The plinth of the wall had disappeared
from view under the accumulated rubbish of the previous hundred years, and
weeds such as plantain and the greater celandine grew in the mortary rubble
under the wall. Further out were meadow plants such as buttercup and sorrel,
while sedges and water mint grew in the still wet hollow which was all that
remained of the waterfilled defence, whether ditch or marsh.sf Birch trees in
the neighbourhood suggest that the town defences were not in a state of readiness,
and the picture of this whole area is of rough boggy pasture enlivened with a
great variety of plants, and made graceful with birch trees growing on the slopes
between the wall and the marsh. Perhaps by now goats or even cattle were
turned out here to graze, but there is as yet no evidence of cultivation.

The upper layers of the marsh were full of pieces of leather, together with

It is interesting to sec, though, that a wooden stair was used to enter the tower of the twelfth
century castle at Ascot Doilly, Oxfords hire, where one would have expected a flight of stone steps, It is
possible, of course, that the wooden stair was made to be removed in case of attacks (01). cit. in note I'l,
1'. 235)·

'7 ]. A. Morris, Shropshire Archaeol, Soc. Trans.; 4 scr., XI (1927/8), 69.
28 There was a good deal of bracken in the peat layer, but it is not clear whether it grew here or had

been thrown out after usc as bedding material. Bracken is still eut for animal bedding in the south Shrop
shire hills.
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the remains ofa number of shoes and other fragments, perhaps of clothing (p. 199
and FIG. 53). The leather remains begin to accumulate about 1300 and it is clear
that, at least until the ground became too dry to preserve the evidence dumped
outside the wall, there was a good deal of leather-working going on close by.
However, there are a saddle-maker and a firm of leather-workers still in business
in Roushill, the latter having been incorporated· in the Royal Charter of
Shoe Curriers in 1780, and having a tradition of work on the same site going
back for some hundreds of years before this. It therefore seems quite pro
bable that leather-working has gone on continuously in Roushill for the past
650 years.

From about the middle of the fourteenth century the ground in front of the
wall in this area ceased to be waterlogged, and the peat deposit was replaced
by earth and rubble. The Roushill-Mardol stretch of wall had been demolished
by 1600 (p. 181), though there is at present no evidence for the date or reason
for its removal. It is interesting to conjecture where all the stone from this section
of the wall has gone; it certainly does not seem to have been reused in the vicinity
except in small quantities. Burleigh's map-maker and Speed record houses built
along the line of the wall here, with gardens stretching into the ground where
the marsh had been. Two items from the Shrewsbury Corporation accounts,

'1643. May 13. Item for carrying stone from the Town Walls neere Stury's
Close to RoushiII to border the pavement'

and
'Itm. for bordering and mending the pavements in Rowshill being 4 days
work at 4d.',

recall the cobbled surface, belonging to the seventeenth century, which underlay
the floors of the houses outside the wall, and two entries from the St. Chad's
parish register for 17 I 9,

'Rousil April 10 Ploude and sowde'
'Rowsill plowed and soude Aprille 23'

show that the marshy ground was by then being cultivated. Rocque's map of
1746 shows gardens behind Mardol extending as far as the Rouse Hill Wall, a
product of the preparations for the Civil War, which enclosed the whole of the
marsh, which on Rocque's map is divided into two fields, perhaps the two fields
sowed at a fortnight's interval in 1719.

Farming improvements in the eighteenth century and the industrial revolution
centred less than fifteen miles away in the Coalbrookdale gorge brought a
surge of prosperity to Shrewsbury and the town overflowed the walls. Brick-built
houses, workshops and inns filled the Roushill area and spread behind Mardol
down to the medieval Welsh bridge, shortly to be demolished and replaced by a
bridge of great elegance a little downstream. The extension of building in this
area was sufficiently sudden to make it very probable that the junction between
the half-timber and brick buildings behind Mardol marks the line of the lost
stretch of the Roushill-Mardol wall, one end of which was revealed by the present
excavation. It is to be hoped that there will be an opportunity to test this theory
in the future.
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SUMMARY OF THE HISTORY OF THE SITE FROM c. 1230
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C. 1230

c. 1300

c. 1300- I 350

After c. 1350
c. 15th century
c. 17th century
Late r Sth century
c. 1800

Late 19th century
1958/9

I. Site cleared down to natural clay.
2. Scarp cut, and clay bank built along line of wall.
3. Lime pit cut into clay bank, and access road constructed.
4. Wall built.
5. Lime pit filled, and a cobbled surface and a wooden structure

(?a stair) built over it.
6. Wooden structure destroyed and rebuilt.
7. Seeond path laid in front of wall.
8. Peat forms in waterlogged area outside wall, and evidence of

leather working and of building in the vicinity.
9. Area in front of wall becomes dry.

10. Timber-framed houses built behind, and on, wall.
I I. Cobbled surface laid in front of wall.
12. Wooden building constructed outside wall, and destroyed by fire.
13. Briek buildings cover whole area outside wall.
14. Floor of one brick building relaid.
15. All buildings on site demolished.
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APPENDIX I

REPORT ON SHOE AND OTHER LEATHER FRAGMENTS

By John H. Thornton

The specimens are generally very fragmentary with delamination occurring in
some places. Stitching channels, where they once existed, are often almost obliterated
and the holes filled.

Shoe (FIG. 53, no. I)
This is an elegantly waisted right-foot turnshoe, more or less complete except

for the tops of the quarters. Its shape and size (length of sole 81 in.) suggest it is a girl's
or small woman's shoe, about size 13. The upper consists of (a) a vamp considerably
worn away at the sole edges but still showing the typical turning-in at one place with
the holes made for the sole-attaching seam; (b) a counter (round the back of the heel)
with the lower edge complete and with holes spaced at the same intervals as those on
the heel-seat rand. Between the counter and the vamp are the remains of (c) the quarters,
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apparently two sections on the outside and one on the inside of the shoe (but there
may be a section missing). These sections have been joined together by butt scams of
about IO stitches to the inch. The tops of quarters and counters are torn and there is
no indication of the original height of the shoe. Associated with the upper there is
also what is apparently (d) an ankle strap about 7 in. long tapering to one end and
with a butted scam (8 stitches per inch) at the other, where it was joined on to the upper.

The sole is a typical turnshoe one with the usual scalloped channel of stitching
holes varying from 4~ to 5 per inch all round. In the centre, just behind the tread,
there is a circular patch about 1 in. diameter of a metallic character. This is the place
where a nail is sometimes put to hold the sole on to a last, so corrosion may be the
cause.

Between the upper and sole there is a rand (as shown in diagram, FIG. 53). In the
sole forepart this probably served the usual purpose of preventing the seam from
'grinning' and making it more watertight. There is actually a piece in situ on the
inside edge of the heel seat. Round the back of the heel the rand is much wider and
appears to have served a different purpose. It was included in the seam joining sole
and counter but must have projected outwards from the shoe; if this was the case
(and it is believed that no previous example has been recorded), then it may have been
intended to act as a protection for the most vulnerable part of the shoe-the back of
the heel. This horseshoe-shaped rand is grafted on each side into the rand proper.

This shoe is important as it throws light on medieval methods of shoe construction.

Sole (FIG. 53, no. 2)

Right-foot turnshoe three-quarter length sole with usual scalloped stitching
channel (almost obliterated) about 31 stitches per inch. The rear end has another
stitching channel where it was butt-seamed on to the seat-piece. This may have been
a repair sole but there is some evidence that two-piece soles were used on new shoes
at this time. 7~ in. by 3i in.

Sole (FIG. 53, no. 4)
Small right-foot turnshoe sole with usual channel (almost obliterated) of about

6 stitches per inch. Worn away at toe and heel but original length probably about 6 in.,
equivalent to about a size 6 (children's).

There is also another fragment roughly sole-shaped but very badly worn all round;
slight trace of a channel at two places (FIG. 53, no. 3).

Jerkin Leather? (FIG. 53, no. 5)
One large fragment, about ro1 in. by 3 in. and about 5 mm. thick along one

edge, has a strap 1 in. wide passing through slots in it suggesting it is part of a jerkin
or some other article of dress.

Another section, not quite as large (71 in. by 2-31 in.) and thinner (3 mm.) is
interesting for the marks and cuts it carries. Near one end there is a cross made by four
L-shaped cuts close to each other; at the other end there is star-shaped cut, one cut
about I in. long and three parallel shorter cuts. The purpose of these and of the leather
itself is unknown.

Shoe Vamp?
One thin and very fragmentary piece of leather has some superficial resemblance

to a shoe vamp and there are traces of a seam along one edge. The condition is too poor
for exact identification.

The find also included some three dozen fragments of uppers, straps, laces and
other cuttings.
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APPENDIX II

2°7

GEOGR;\PHICAL AND ECOLOGICAL IMPLIC;\TIONS OF TIlE EXCAVATION

B)! C. A. Sinker

Thc old town of Shrewsbury was built on the high ground in the core of a meander
of the river Severn, which surrounds it but for a narrow neck of land to the north-east.
For the greater part of their circuit the town walls stood well back from the river,
clear of ground liable to frequent flooding. The wall in the northern sector stooel at the
top of a high bluff, but it descended progressively westwards so that at the point
of the present excavation in Roushill its foundations were not milch above the level of'
the flood-plain. There was, therefore, a substantial tract of land lying outside the wa II
to the north but almost completely hemmed in between it and the river. This land is
now built over. That it was formerly open, however, is borne out by the obsolete
name of 'Roushill Meadows', and it would he interesting to know something of its
character during the period when the wall was built and maintained.

The present-day topography shows an abrupt transition from bluff to Hood-plain,
and it is clear that the bluff itself was cut by the river at a time when this part of its
course lay a little farther to the south; it is very unlikely that this earlier course was
still being followed in historical times, although it would be dangerous to draw any
conclusions until more is known about the occupation and abandonment of a larger
meander loop lying well to the north of the town. All further evidence at present
available rests in the sections from the Roushill site, and it is on this tiny fragment
of information that the rest of this account is based.

There is an interesting anomaly in altitude between the surface of the natural clay
(presumably alluvium) exposed at the base of the section in trench II and the present
level of the Severn flood-plain elsewhere in the neighbourhood. Notwithstanding that
it appears to have been artificially excavated, the base of the section at its eastern end
is some 6 ft. higher that the present flood-plain; unless, therefore, the river Severn
stood substantially higher in the thirteenth century than it does today-and there
is some reason to think that it may have done so-the ground at the foot of the wall
in Roushill would have been free from all but the most exceptional floods. It may he
that the excavation was made to deepen a natural 'swale' or depression running along
the landward edge of the flood-plain, and so render it a more formidable obstacle
in front of the wall. The apparent collapse of the clay bank behind this depression suggests
that water normally stood there, while the thick accumulation of black silt indicates
the uninterrupted deposition in more or less stagnant water of decomposed organic
matter, mixed with fine mineral detritus washed down from the higher ground.
The intercalated seam of grey clay probably marks an unusually high flood.

The lowermost third of the section, from the natural clay surface up to the top of
the peat layer, has been shown on the evidence of the pottery to span a period from the
first half of the thirteenth to the first half of the fourteenth century: throughout this
part there is a striking contrast in the nature of the deposits between the eastern and
western halves of the section. In the eastern half, which overlies the depression, there is
repeated evidence of wet conditions and predominantly natural modes of accumulation,
though it becomes extensively contaminated with artifacts in the later stages. The western
half, extending from a point above the scarp of the clay bank to the face of the wall,
consists largely of artificial detritus and includes two successive made-up trackways;
it thus appears to have been drier at all stages, in spite of the fact that the section (which
may have become distorted by differential compression under modern buildings)
shows little discrepancy in level between western and eastern halves at equivalent
horizons. Possibly the difference in permeability of the deposits accounts for this
contrast, rather than topographical drainage factors. Above the peat layer the strati
graphy tells us little about the na tural history of the site.
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With a single exception (dealt with separately below), the botanical data derive
from the peat layer, which consists of a well-preserved mass of plant remains mixed
with leather and other occupational debris. The material has been technically described
as buff and pinkish clay-mud and medium detritus mud with twigs and monocot (e.g.
sedge and grass) stems. No high degree of nitrification is indicated, so that there is no
reason to regard the deposit as that of a town ditch or sewer. On archaeological evidence
it appears to date from about the middle of the fourteenth century. The list of nearly
three dozen species given below is an agglTgate one--no attempt was made to analyse
discrete samples in successive layers within the peat. All the identifications but two
(the moss and the Bracken) were based on fruits or seeds:

I. Betula sp. r I g. Polygonum avieulare 0

2. Carex spp. a 20. Polygonum hydropiper 0

3. Ceniaurea nigra f 2 I. Potentilla erecta f
4. Chelidonium majus r 22. Primula veris (or elatior) r
5. Chrysanthemum segetum r 23. Prunella vulgaris
6. Cirsium sp. 0 (or laciniata) a
7. Climacium dendroides (a moss, 24. Pteridium aquilinum (fronds) a

as stems and leaves) a 25. Ranunculus acris (or repens) a
8. Cruciferae a 26. Ranunculusflammula 0

9· Eleocharis palustris r 27. Ranunculus repens 0

10. cr. Galium sp. r 28. Rhinanthus sp. f
I I. Hypochoeris radicata (or glabra) r 2g. Rumex acetosa r
12. Lapsana communis r 30. Rumex acetosella 0

I 3. Leontodon hispidus (or leysseri) r 3 I. Silene cucubalus
14. Lurula multiflora (or sylvatica) r (or maritima) r
15. Mentha aquatica (or arvensis) r 32. StachyO' qjicinalis f
16. cf. Myosoton aquaticum l' 33. Stachys sp. r
17· Picris hieracoiides r 34. Ignota
18. Plantago major f (cr. Scrophulariaceae) 0

(a--abundant, f'---freq uen t, o-occasional, r--rare)

Two distinct kinds of inference can be drawn from such a list, under the respective
headings of plant distribution and plant ecology. Firstly, the list itself indicates some of
the species of plants which were present in the neighbourhood at the time; secondly,
through the known habitat-preferences of each individual species and of assemblages
or communities of species, it gives some idea of the character of the environment in
which they grew.

There are no rarities on the list, though some of the plants would hardly be found
in Shrewsbury today. Of particular interest are certain of the 'weed' species, since
they may have been grown for culinary or medicinal purposes in town gardens: the
juice of 4. Greater Celandine was used for treating warts and eye troubles, 12. Nipple
wort was favoured as a salad plant, and even 18. Great Plantain produced a salve for
bites and stings.

From the ecological standpoint the list is surprisingly heterogeneous: it includes
species which are most unlikely to be closely associated in nature. Some of the plants
listed (those not identified to species) lack indica tive precision, bu t most of the remainder
fall into one or another of three distinct communities.

(a) Marsh plants: these range from plants normally found in standing water (e.g.
9. Common Spike-rush, and possibly 2. various Sedge species) to those of muddy pond
margins and wet meadows (2. Sedges, 16. Water Chickweed, 20. Water-pepper, 26.

Lesser Spearwort, and 7. the moss). Several others are probably in the same category
(including IO? Marsh Bedstraw, 15? Water Mint, and 33? Marsh Woundwort) ,
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while some could equally well occur in this or the next community (25, and 27.
Mcadow and Creeping Buttercups, and 29. Sorrel).

(b) Meadom plants: again a range from wetter to drier conditions is indicated,
and the group includes 3. Lesser Knapweed, 2 I. Tormentil, 28. Yellow Rattle, and
32. Betony, probably together with 6? a Thistle, I I? Common Catsear, 13? Rough
Hawkbit, 22? Cowslip, and 2:) 'e Self-heal.

(c) Ruderal plants, or weeds of arable and waste land: these species are intolerant of
competition in closed communities (such as meadow or pasture), but can spread rapidly
on disturbed ground; to this group belong 4. Greater Celandine, 5. Corn Marigold,
12. Nipplewort, 17. Hawkweed Ox-tongue, 18. Great Plantain, 19. Knotgrass, and
probably :1 I ? Bladder Campion.

The majority of the plants listed in all three groups share a preference for lime-rich
soils, and this demand would have been satisfied by the abundant mortar rubble in
the detritus nearer the wall. There are three plants, however, which are unlikely to
have occurred in any of the communities so far described, namely I. Birch, 24. Bracken,
and 30. Sheep's Sorrel: the first two may sometimes tolerate soils which are either
moist or lime-rich, but not both, while the third will put up with neither. At this
stage it is important to consider the provenience of the actual plant remains in the peat.
Stems and leaves are only likely to be preserved on the very spot where they grew, but
the seeds of many species may be transported for considerable distances by wind and
other agencies. It is probable that the remains of the marsh plants in group (a) are
still in situ, while those of the other groups came from progressively remoter points.
One may visualize a sedge-filled marshy depression some 10 ft. from the wall, leading
through lush but drier meadow to a strip of disturbed ground (possibly a track?) close
to the wall, The Sheep's Sorrel could find a suitable habitat on the lime-free sandstone
of the wall itself; the Birch may have grown near by, but is more likely (in view of
the rarity in this deposit of its copiously-produced fruits) to have grown-perhaps
with Bracken-on the steep bluff to the east; the occurrence of abundant Bracken
fronds in the peat is less easy to explain, but it is not unlikely that it was dumped on
the site by man, having been used for bedding or in cowsheds.

One isolated botanical find outside the peat layer is worthy of note: a plaited
hank of fibres 26 in. long was found in the black sandy silt near the base of the section
(PL. xxx, c). It proved to consist of the (undressed) stems of the Common Hair-moss,
Polytrichum commune, a plant of acid bogs and woods. It had clearly been gathered for
some purpose, but no important economic uses arc recorded. The plant is said to have
been employed up to recent times for making baskets and small brooms and for stuffing
cushions,"? while prehistoric records include a shroud made of the moss in a bronze-age
burial.>" The form of the hank tends to suggest that individual strands were wanted
(one calls to mind the modern habit of hoarding short lengths of string), but the fibre
is not strong; a freshly-dried stem will take a loading of up to about 3 lb., and breaks
easily if bent or knotted. Another possible use is tor the caulking of seams in boats.

Plant remains from a single layer in a single section form too slender a basis for
sweeping ecological conclusions; here they suggest little more than might be guessed
from purely historical evidence-that Roushill meadows in the fourteenth century
comprised an area of open, marshy and uncultivated grassland, which may have been
used for grazing. It happens that none of the plant species identified (with the possible
exception of Rhinanthus) are unrecorded before the middle agesY But direct botanical
data from this period are so meagre, and knowledge of the dates of immigration or
importation of many members of the British Flora is so scanty, that all such records are
of value to botanists. It is not thought worth while to subject the present sample to

'9 Clark, J. G. D. (1952). Prehistoric Europe (London), p. 226.
3" Miller. A. G. (1947), Trans. GtasgowArchaeol. Soc., n.s. XI (1947),19.
l' Godwin. H. (1956). The Hist01:V of the British Flora (Cambridge).
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pollen analysis, because of the lack of any comparative material on the site from other
periods, and the expected contamination from gardens in the town. It is to be hoped
that where well-preserved and datable plant remains occur in association with other
medieval sites, there may be opportunities for examining them botanically; a sequence of
such finds could throw light not only on the history of our flora, but also on the supposed
climatic fluctuations of the period.

I am indebted to Professor H. Godwin, F.R.S., for valuable discussion and comment
on the sample, and especially to Miss C. A. Lambert of the Sub-Department of Quater
nary Research, the Botany School, Cambridge, for identifying the plant remains in it.

NOTE
The Society is much indebted to the Council for British Archaeology for a grant
tmoards the cost ofpublishing this paper.




