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Measurements

line feet metres poles

A-B 1595 486.2 96( + I I ft)
A-C 1585 483. 1 96 (+ 1ft)
C-D 1584 482 .8 96 (notional length)

B-D 1585 483. 1 96 (+ 1ft)
B-E 1590 484.6 96 (+6ft)
B-G 795 242. I 48 (+ 3 ft )
C-E 17 12 521.8 104 (less 4ft)
D-E 126 39 8 (less 6ft)

F-K 860 262.1 52 (+ 2 ft)
F-L 460 140.2 28 (less 2 ft)
K-M 200 61 12 (+ 2 ft)

M-N 265 80.8 16(+ 1ft)

N-G 388 118·3 24 (less 1/2 pole)

J-p 200 61 12(+2ft)

C-Q 370 112.8 22(+ 7ft)
A-D 2240 682.8 (135·75)
B-C 2264 690.1 (137-2)

IRON SPEARHEAD AND JAVELIN FROM FOUR CROSSES, LLAN
DYSILIO, POWYS (Fig. 7)

An iron spearhead and javelin were found in 1984 during excavation by the Clwyd
Powys Archaeological Trust of a pair of probably prehistoric ring-ditches near the Welsh
border at Four Crosses, Llandysilio, PowYS.l The site lies near the confluence of the Vyrnwy
and Severn, just 100 metres to the English side of Offa's Dyke. The weapons are now in the
National Museum of Wales, Cardiff. 2

The weapons were both still serviceable when deposited, probably complete with their
wooden shafts. Although the precise nature of their deposition is uncertain, it is likely that it
was deliberate and associated in some way with a series of poorly-dated inhumation graves
on the opposite side of the ring-ditch (Graves 2-6). Some of these were aligned E. to W., like
those in a small cemetery of possibly Early Christian date attached to the neighbouring
upland Bronze-Age barrows at Trelystan. 3 The spear and javelin lay side by side, about
o. I m apart, in the upper filling on the N. side of the larger ring-ditch. They were at an angle
ofabout 15° from the horizontal, sockets uppermost, and points towards the east. About half
their length fell within the upper humic filling of the ditch (layer 2), and the lower halfwithin
a more gravelly secondary filling (layer 3), as though they had been thrust right into the
ground. There were no indications of an accompanying burial or of other associated finds,
but they could have been in an inhumation burial which eluded detection, as the graves were
in acidic soil and little bone survived. Alternatively, they may have been hidden for some
reason in the overgrown barrow ditch, and never retrieved. The upper humic layer of ditch
fill produced numerous 2nd-/4th-century pottery sherds4 and these provide a reasonably
secure terminus ante quem for the stabilized secondary filling of the ditch.
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THE WEAPOl\S. By P. M. BARFORD

Description
The weapons are heavily corroded, and both retained traces of mineralised wood in the

sockets, suggesting that they had been buried with their shafts. The sockets of both weapons
are continuously welded and each has two rivet-holes containing the remains ofa rivet about
3 mm in diameter near the mouth of the socket.

Spearhead: 555 mm long with broad, elongated shouldered blade with concave edges and
pronounced midrib. The blade has suffered some recent damage at the lower end and the
original outline is uncertain, but it may have been shouldered or triangular. The socket is up
to 18 mm in diameter internally and 8(}-go mm deep. There is no obvious evidence ofpattern
welding. The rivet survives 9 mm from the mouth of the socket, the head on one side is about
5 mm in diameter. There are traces of mineralized bone-like substance half-way along the
blade on one face. 5

Javelin: 744 mm long with a short, broad, lanceolate blade on a long, slender shaft of round
section, I I mm in diameter. Part of the shaft 400 mm from the tip was heavily corroded,
possibly resulting from stress where the shaft had been bent and straightened in antiquity.
The socket is a maximum of20 mm in diameter internally and about 66 mm deep. Traces ofa
rivet are visible inside the socket.

Discussion
The'combination ofweapons - a large general-purpose thrusting spear and a projectile

spear - seem more appropriate to a warrior than to a huntsman, but are without close
parallel in Britain, either individually or as a pair.

The main features of typological importance exhibited by the spearhead are the overall
length and the closed socket. The blade shape is no help as it is uncertain. Before cleaning, the
radiographs and general profile suggested an angular, shouldered blade. Upon cleaning,
however, there was a hint that the base of the blade sprang from the socket as indicated on the
figure, suggesting a more triangular blade. Spears of the latter form occur in Iron Age and
occasionally Roman contexts. 7 Mid-ribbed spearheads with leaf-shaped blades and closed
sockets are known in late 4th- to mid 6th-century Anglo-Saxon contexts,S with a restricted
distribution in Britain centred on the Thames Valley, but these are shorter and invariably
have small blades with rounded shoulders. The Four Crosses spear can only with difficulty be
fitted into the known types of Anglo-Saxon spear. Large spears with mid-ribs, angular
shoulders and concave blade edges are known, however, in the Germanic areas north of the
Rhine, particularly in Scandinavia, where they date to the 5th to mid 6th century.9 These
often had shorter mid-ribs and sometimes inlaid blades. A similar form is represented in
Ireland,IO but is not yet closely dated.

Thejavelin provides a terminus post quem for the weapons as it is the more speeific form,
one which is unknown in pre-Roman contexts in Britain, and almost certainly derives from
the Roman pilum or throwing spear, intended to bend upon impact. The Germanic 'angon'
probably developed from it during the 5th century, and became widespread on the Continent
and in Anglo-Saxon contexts up to the 7th century. This weapon was elongated, usually
barbed, but occasionally had a leaf-shaped blade; an early example was found with a
mid-ribbed spearhead in a cremation burial at Prositz, E. Germany. 11 Other examples with
leaf-shaped blades came from late 5th- or early 6th-century graves at Rittersdorf, Rheinland
pfalz. 12 A socketed Eilum head with a leaf-shaped blade was found at Caerleon in a
3rd-century context, 3 and a possible fragment has been found in an undated context at
Bradwell Shore Fort, Essex. 14

The smooth lines of the blade and long shank of the Four Crosses javelin may relate it to
Swanton's group D2 spearheads,15 although most of these are shorter and have blades of
between a half and a third of their total length. This type is found in England as well as in
Frankish and Alemannic areas on the Continent; it had apparently developed by the mid
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FIG. 7
FOUR CROSSES SITE 2, LLANDYSILIO, POWYS

Location plans, and spear and javelin at scale 1:4
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6th-century and did not outlast the 7th century. Like its companion, however, the Four
Crosses javelin cannot be fitted directly into one of Swanton's groups, being longer than all
other post-Roman English examples, which also invariably had cleft unwelded sockets. On
the Continent both welded and unwelded sockets occur on spearheads like Swanton's group
D2, as for example those from late 6th- and early 7th-century graves at Hailfingen,
\Viirttemberg, W. Germany .16 These continental examties are rarely longer than any of the
group D2 spears, which are up to about 400 mm long. 1

In conclusion it may be said that the weapons are probably neither ofAnglo-Saxon nor
oflrish derivation, and it seems unlikely that they were imports from the Continent. Little is
known of weapon types in use in contemporary British territories in western Britain,
however, and although it is possible that they derive from this cultural background, little
more can be said until further examples are found.

P. M. BARFORD,18 W. G. OWEN19 and W.J. BRITNELL20
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A LATE 13TH-CENTURY GRISAILLE WINDOW PANEL FROM BRAD
WELL ABBEY, MILTON KEYNES, BUCKS. (Figs. 8 and 9; PI. x)

Excavations in 1982 at Bradwell Abbey, Milton Keynes, Bucks. (SP 827 396), a small
Benedictine house founded c. I 154, resulted in the discovery of a leaded panel oflate 13th
century window glass measuring 1050 mm by 830 mm. 1Individual glass quarries, fragments
oflead carnes and melted lead are frequently found on monastic sites, but the recovery ofan
almost complete panel is a rare and unusual find. 2




