
210 NOTES AND NEWS

... D. N. McVean, 'BiologX:aI Roraofthe British Isla,Al.usMill~•. &cUo"p (1951).447-66.
u 1. G. Simmons, 'Pollen diagranu from Darunoor',.Ntw RrJ . 63 hg6.f), 105-80; A. P. Brcno1l, 'Late

Oe\.'t:nsian and fundrian ,~tiorW hiuory ofBodmin Moor, mW3Jl',-~ Proc. RDy. 5«. LoU.
(1977), 230-jlj S. C. Beckett, 'Pollen analysis of the peat d~ts', in K.. Smilh,j. Coppen, G.]. Wain....right
~ S. Beekttt\eds.),;'be Shaugh M~.projeet third report, Proc. PrdrisL $«., 47 (1!JS"h 205-73-

T. A. P. Gm:va. The Danmoor un Industry'. L:lm. ArdGtol., 3 (1985). :3 I -40.
47 Walkcr,op.cit,2"note .
.. LMacl<:an, 17tl . tWifamihhuUJ'7~tMlJtfWryIljTriggMDMrI~ndon, 1873)'
.~ 1>. D. Moore, A. . Evans and ~(Chater, 'Palynological arid stratigraphic evidence for hydrological changes

in mires associated with human activity', in K.-E. Ikhre (ed.), A~throfXJgOlU: Il'ldila/(m ill Pollm Diogram.1
(Rotterdam 1986), 2~-20.

100 H. M. Tinsley, 'The vegetation or upper Nidderdalc: man's impact in the post.Romano-British period', in
A, D, M. Phi1r' and B.J. Turton (tds.kbwi,onmtJll, Mati IlJId EumQmj( Ch.arwe. (London, 197'l)' 1.16-63.
JI F. Oldfid and D. C. Statham

j
t'ollen analytical data from UrsWlck tarn and "EJ. erside M(l!.J, North

LanciUhire', Xtw PfI.J~1, 62 (1963 , 53-66."J. Turner, 'The 7i/ia decline: an anthropogenic expianation',XIIV PfIy~t, 61 (1963),328-41.
53 . P. Grime,J. C. Hodp>n and R. Hunt, ComptzraJl« PUutI EuJDg,(London, 1988).
~ Geuey,op. cit. in note 1,385.
>J Bcdctt, op. cit. in note 48.
)Ii W. Croenmann Van-Wuleringe, 'Crazing pos;sibiliUa in lhr: Neolithic of Ihc: Nelherlands~ on

oaJvnoIor:icaI data', in Bchn: (cd.). op. cit. in note 52, 187-203.
'J,),1. c: L &il!}c:, 'Suck-in and smear - IWO related chronological problems for Ihc: gas', J. 71Wrttlial
A,~,2(1~1 12-16.
~ Austin aner' aliter, op. cit. in nOle 4+
Jt C. Bcn:sford, '"Th.rtt desertcd medieval sc:uJemenu on Dartmoor: a comment on David Austin's

n:interpn:lation', .J,.1ttlimaJ ArmatoL, 32 {1g88), 175-4
~ Depanment of<;;eography, Amory Builcfmg, University of Exeter, Renncs Dri'"e, ~eter EX4 4RJ.
61 Department of<;;c:ographlCaI Science, University ofPlymooth, DrakC$ Circw, Plymouth P4 BAA.
61 Depanment ofCcographical Scien«:, University OfPlymOUlh, DrakC$ Circus, P1)rnouth P4 BAA.

A BRONZE SOCKETED MOUNT AND BLADE FROM SHAPWICK HOUSE,
SOMERSET (Fig. 6, Ph. X, XI)

Work over a number ofyears has documented a complex sequence ofpost-Dissolution
and post-medieval transfonnations of the gardens and parkland landscape around
Shapwick House on the northern flank of the Polden Hills in Somerset. 1 E.xcavations and
fieldwork show how a medieval moated manor house site of the abbots of Glastonbury
Abbey and its surroundings were modified according to the tastes of its post~Dissolution

owners to create the open parkland seen today.'
From the 8th century until the Dissolution, Shapwick was pan of the estates of

Glastonbury Abbey.' A survey of 1327 describes the demesne manor house as a 'Court
with barton ... the garden contains 5 acres'~ and excavations in 1994 partially uncovered
medieval structures and confinned the alignment of the moat and the location of the great
medieval bam. Standing-building recording has identified a surviving first-floor hall wnose
roof was erected soon after 1489, with a chamber over the E. wing and a detached kitchen
to the W. which was roofed t.l430.5 This evidence can be correlated with the description
in Abbot Bcere's terrier of 1515 which mentions a 'hall, chamber, storeroom, kitchen,
stable, garden and barton inside the moat'.6 The overall impression is ofan administrative
and agricultural centre dedicated to garnering the resources on whieh the power and
wealth ofa major abbey like Glastonbury depended. These links were reinforced through
ecclesiastical ties at the two successive church sites.

The immediate post-Dissolution ownership of the manor is complex.' The house was
substantially re-organized in the early 17th century, probably by Sir (Ialer Lord Chief
Justice) Henry Rolle (158g?-1656) who also seems to have cleared away the buildings
obstructing the view to the N. of the house and deposited the demolition rubble in the
moat.1 Finds of Mcrida-type red micaceous ware, 'Malling' jug, Cistercian ware and
Genoan stonewares confinn the date for the moat infilling as ,620-40 and hint at a family
offashionable tasle, wealth and good contacts. Appropriately, Rolle's new terraced garden
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N. of his house was symmetrically laid out and included a banqueting house and detached
pleasure grounds.9 Ornamental water ponds and moated garden features were added later
and have survived, at least partially, because the later 18tl1-century park was laid out S. of
the main housc rather than being superimposed on top of the geometric gardens.

The process of emparkmem began by 1]65 and continued well into the 19th
cemury.lO In all 19 houses were vacated and demolished and the tenants rehoused. An
cngraving by Bonner, published by Collinson in his 'History of Somerset' in 1]91, adopts
the fashion for eye level illustrations and shows an uninterrupted view to the house from
the new park with a proprietal owner, presumably a member of the Templer family who
had bought the estate in 1]8], striding amongst his deer. Shortly afterwards even the
Glastonbury Abbey great barn was removed and Rolle's banquctlng house was cleared
into one of the ornamental ponds leaving the grounds as they are depicted on the 1839
tithe map. 11

In July 1996 excavations in the park S. ofShapwick House uncovered a sequence of
post-medieval ditches and pits re-cutting and intersecting earlier features dating from the
early medieval period. The later phase of the sequence represems the boundaries and
streets between the demolished post-medieval houses and can be clearly correlated with
features shown on a series of 18th-century estate maps. The object described below was
found in a sealed late 18th-century context associated with the emparkment and can be
pinpointed to the levelling process which followed the demolition ofa building C.I 773. 12

DESCRIPTION

The object has a tapering cast tubular socket with a sub-rectangular mouth and two
damaged attachment holes at the rim (Fig. 6, Pis. X, Xl, A). The terminal is a solid ball
which is extended to form a pair ofparallc1 animal masks, janus-like with a long rectangular
slot between the jaws. In this a bronze blade is fixed by a large bronze rivet; the blade has
tapering shoulders and in section is gently tapered from a median ridge. The outside of the
hollow socket has four panels of incised stepr-ed ornament, the sphere has cast notches and
barred collars between the animal ears, whlle the animal heads have deeply cast lines on
their foreheads and ridges along the snout. The blade projects at a slight angle to the line
of the socket. 13

DISCUSSION

This piece is a remarkable assemblage of components of very different dates; the
blade has been identified as a re-worked Bronze Age blade, given the simplicity of the
resultam form it is nOt possible to identify the original bronze type. Ii The combined socket
and holder finds its elosest parallels, both decorative and functional, in early t 2th-century
Ireland on metalwork of a grander, more ambitious scale but with features in common
with the Shapwick holder. Functionally it mirrors the great cross of Cong, dated by
inscription 112]-36.1~This has a hollow socket topped by a ball finial supporting a double
headed beast whose jaws grip the lower arm of the cross. This is a processional cross, a
novel form in Ireland from the influential school of metalworking centred on the middle
Shannon. 16 On the Cross ofCong the animal is in the romanesque style, new to Ireland. A
12th-century stylus from St Augustine's Abbey at Canterbury also has a double-faced head
gripping the tenninal and it would be interestmg to know ofother examples. The moulded
profile and the style ofthe animal masks and the stepped incised ornament of the Shapwick
find both occur in the decoration of the great tem-shaped portable shrine ofSt Manchan
from Boher, Co. Offaly,17 another contemporary product of the Shannon school of
metalworking. On St Manchan's shrine the step pattern is made in enamel, but a related
design also occurs cast in panels on the skirts of the shrine figures, including one said to
have been found at Clonmacnoise. 18 The animal masks with their distinctive 'V' mouldin~
and ribbed snouts arc echoed again on the more elaborate metal fittings on St Manchan s
shrine (PI. XI, B).
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FlO. 6
FouT views of the bronze socketed mount and blade from Shapwick, Somerset. Scale I: I (drawn by Rob Read)

These fine pieces ofecclesiastical metalwork provide a reasonable cultural context for
the more modest Shapwick find; it is a finial for a rod designed probably to hold vertical a
cross or flabellum. It was made in Ireland by the first decades of me 12th century but
translated to Britain by means unknown. It is too late to ~ Viking loot but Bristol was an
important focus oftrading contacLS with Ireland in the 12th century and a possible entrcpOl
for a piece such as !.his. The recent r«:o"ery of a contemporary sword-guard in Hibemo
Viking style from a wreck at Small Reef offthe Pembrokcshirc coast shows Irish-made fine
metalwork in transit around the western coast of Wales. 19 The Irish connection with
Somerset and Glastonbury, however obscure, was being emphasized by the Abbey in the
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12th cemury20 and perhaps the object was carried there by a monk or given as a gift. It
may then have found its way to the Abbey's manor house at Shapwick or perhaes originally
to the parish church. No explanation is entirely satisfactory but it seems plausible that the
object may have been re·discovered or bought locally, possibly by a member of the Rolle
family rather than a tenant. In any case by the mid-18th century the socket had been given
a secondary function as a knife holder, the knife being a curio reworked to fit. 21

C. 1tI. GERRARD22 AND S. M. YOUNGS23
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reports are available from the Departmcnt of Archaeology, University of Bristol. A popular general account is
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