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reason why the excavations should not be resumed this summer.—A
discussion followed, in which the President, Prof. Middleton, Messrs.
H. Price, Fortnum, Howorth, and others took part.—Dr. Freshfield
suggested that perhaps gentlemen might be induced to defray the
cost of excavating special sections or squares. The general feeling
was wholly in favour of the undertaking, and it was ultimately
unanimously resolved, on the proposal of Prof. Middleton, seconded
by Mr. H. Price, “ That a systematic and complete examination of
the site of the Roman city at Silchester is desirable, and that the
Council be requested to consider the steps necessary for continuing
excavations upon the spot.”

OBITUARY NOTICES.

The Society has lost during the winter three of its Members,
whose removal from us we deeply deplore. The late President of
the Society, Sir Paul Hunter, Bart., who always took so keen an
interest in our proceedings, and whose genial and cordial nature
endeared him to all who knew him, passed away suddenly at
Mortimer in January last. A Member of our Committee, the Rev.
W. Butler, M.A., whose wise suggestions and sound advice were
always greatly valued by his colleagues, and whose advanced years
never diminished either his energy or his capacity for work, was also
removed from us after a short illness. 'And lastly we have to mourn
the death of one of the most learned of our body, the Rev. A. D.
Crake, M.A., F.R. Hist. S., Vicar of Cholsey, who has achieved
considerable reputation as the author of several important devotional
manuals and popular historical tales. Amongst them we may
mention “The Chronicles of Ascendune,” * Alfgar the Dane,”
“ Brian Fitz-count,” which contains most valuable historical infor-
mation with regard to this County, which he loved so well, and the
scenes of by-gone days which he so graphically described. It is
proposed to erect a stained glass window to his memory in Cholsey
Church, to which his friends are invited to subscribe,

At the January meeting of the Society the Secretary was requested
to convey to Lady Hunter, Mrs. Butler, and Mrs. Crake, an earnest
expression of sympathy and deep regret.



