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Meeting at Reading of the Tibrary
Aszociation of the Wnited Hingdom.

The Members of this Association have nought but praise and
thanks to give to the people of Reading for their warm reception
during their week’s sojourn in our historic town. The Berks
Archazological Society contributed its share to the proceedings of
the week by inviting the members to meet at the Abbey Ruins,
which were most ably described by the Rev. J. M. Guilding, F.S.A.,
and by entertaining the company to tea in the Mayor’s garden.
Our space prevents us from giving a detailed account of the pro-
ceedings, which have been fully described in the local press ; but
we may mention that Sir George Russell, Bart, M.P., and Lady
Russell welcomed the Association, and a very complete and faithful
account of the story of the glories and misfortunes of the Abbey was
given,

A large party wended their way to Silchester on September 17th,
to inspect the recent excavations, which were ably described by Mr.
G. E. Fox, F.S.A.. The operations have been of no little interest
and importance, and give full promise of most satisfactory results.
The North, South and West Gates have been thoroughly cleared,
the double gateway and guard chambers of the last being particu-
larly interesting. The workmen were in the act of uncovering some
fine pavements when the visitors arrived. Articles of bronze, iron
and pottery have been found in great abundance. There is still
need of larger funds, and the Berks Society will gladly forward any

sums which may be sent for the carrying out of this important work.

* %
*

With regard to the transcription of Parish Registers, Miss E. E.
Thoyts, who has had great experience in this work, will be glad to

undertake the copying of any books which are entrusted to her,

* ¥
*

AFFILIATED Socikriks.—The Newbury District Field Club made
an excursion on September 2nd to Silchester, Aldermaston House,
and Ufton Court. A learned description of the history of the Manor
of Aldermaston was given by Mr. Walter Money, F.S.A., and a well-
filled and interesting programme was satisfactorily carried out,
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