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ANNUAL MEETING, 192i.

The Annual Meeting of this Society was held in the History
Room of University College, Reading, on “Wednesday, April
6th. The President, Mr. Charles E. Keyser, F.5.A., was in
the chair, and there was a large attendance of members and.
their friends. _

The President reported on the efforts that were being made
to preserve the tower of Southcote Manor House, which Mr.
Smith, who had bought the materials of the house, had con-
sented to leave standing for the consideration of £50. Mr.
Keyser undertook to write to Mr. Blagrave and try to per-
suade him to allow the tower to remain.

The Rev. P. H. Ditchfield then read the following report :—

ANNUAL REPORT, 1920—192I.

In presenting the report for the past year’s working the
Committee beg to state that considerable activity has been
shown in the various departments of the Society’s labours,
and that its condition may be considered to be fairly satisfac-
tory. There has been an increase in the number of members,
and several responsibilities have been entrusted to the Society
which are somewhat outside its usual curriculum. Foremost
amongst these is the acceptance of the invitation of the South-
Eastern Union ‘of Scientific Societies by the Society to in-
augurate the congress which is to be held in June next in.
Reading. The Secretary has had much correspondence with
the officers of the Union in London, enlisted the sympathy and
support of the Mayor of Reading, and arranged a meeting at
the Town Hall which several delegates from London attended.
Subsequent meetings have been held under the auspices of the
Mayor; committees have been appointed, which are now ener-
getically working with the assistance of Mr. Arman, O.B.E.,
who has kindly undertaken the onerous duties of Hon. Secre-
tary. In all probability the congress will be a great success.

One of the most important events of the year was the
historic pageant held in June last in the ruins of Reading’s
ancient Abbey, so ably inaugurated and successfully arranged
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and managed by the then Mayor, Dr. Abram, and by Mrs.
Abram, assisted by hundreds of willing helpers, and written
by your Hon. Secretary. The pageant was a great and
stupendous success, and will long live in the memories of those
who witnessed it or took part in the proceedings. The cele-
bration of the octocentenary of the foundation of Reading
Abbey, which will occur on Saturday, June 18th, has been
occupying the attention of your Committee. As the Corpora-
tion did not see their way to arrange and finance this interest-
ing event, they have requested the Society to undertake the
affair, and the Committee has been invited by the Mayor to -
meet other representative gentlemen of the town and neigh-
bourhood to discuss the matter. A meeting has taken place,
when it was resolved to carry out the project. According to
the estimate of the Hon. Architect some £200 will be required,
for which subscriptions are requested.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE SOCIETY.

The Committee desires to express the gratitude of the
Society to the Principal and Council of University College,
Reading, for the permission granted to them to use the History
Room: for the Society’s lectures, and for the other excellent
accommodation provided for the members. The Society con-
siders itself most fortunate in having this service granted to it,
and is grateful for the hospitality afforded to it by the College.

MEETINGS AND LECTURES,

The usual number of I;Ieetings and lectures have been held
during' the past year. At the last Annual Meeting, on May
sth, Professor Stenton delivered an important and valuable
lecture on ‘ Some Problems in the Early History of Reading.’
This was delivered only from notes, and your Committee would
urge upon the author the advantage of publishing it, if pos-
sible, in the Journal.

On October 12th the President gave one of his valuable
lectures on Berkshire Churches, illustrated by a fine series of
lantern slides, specially prepared for the occasion. The
churches described this year were those of Welford, East and
West Shefford, Eastgarston and Lambourn.
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On November 26th, Mr. A. H. Blake, by the kind invita-
tion of Miss Baily, lectured on ¢ Samuel Pepys as an Antiquary
and Collector,’ illustrated by lantern slides.

On January zoth, Mr. Petrocokino gave a lecture on ‘The
Old Temples and Old Gardens of Cashmere,’ illustrated by
slides taken from the lecturer’s own photographs.

On February 2nd Mr. Miles, M.V.O., delivered an illus-
trated lecture on ¢ The Historic Stones of Windsor Castle.’

On March 8th Mrs. Cope was prevented by illness from
giving her lecture on * Wales and its Rulers,’ but her husband,
Mr. Cope, kindly acted as her substitute and delivered the
lecture in her stead.

EXCURSIONS.

Two excursions have been made during the season. The
first was a two-days’ excursion to Salisbury, Stonehenge and
Old Sarum, when the members were fortunate enough to have
as their guide Mr. Frank Stevens, F.S.A., Curator of the
Museum. The second excursion was to Lambourn and the
Lambourn Valley, under the direction of the President and
Mr. Walter Money, F.S.A. The thanks of the Society are
especially due to Mrs. Sperling for so kindly entertaining the
members to tea at Donnington Castle House, and also to
the other ladies and gentlemen who did a like service on the
occasion of the lectures. These included the following: At
the last Annual Meeting, Mr., Mrs. and Miss Duff, the Presi- .
dent and Mrs. Keyser, Miss Baily, Mr. and Mrs. Petrocokino,
Mrs. Wedderburn and Mrs. Jenkyns, and Mrs. Holden and Miss
Walter., - /;

THE ABINGDON BRANCH.

Under the inspiration of Mr. d’Almaine, Town Clerk of
the Borough, and Mr. C. O. Wright, the Abingdon Branch has
shown great activity in arranging lectures and excursions.
One of the latter, attended by your Secretary, was made. to
Weyland’s Smithey under the leadership of Mr. Reginald
Smith, F.S.A., of the British Museum, and to the barn and
Church of Great Coxwell, which were described by your Sec-
retary. Good arrangements are being made for excursions
during the coming summer. Very important excavation work
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had been done during the past year by Mr. d’Almaine, aided
by Mr. Reginald Smith, Mr. Peers and other experts at Wey-
land’s Smithey, and some valuable results had been obtained.
These were reported on at a recent meeting of the Society of
Antiquaries, and it is hoped that a full account may shortly
be given in the Journal. All Berkshire antiquaries owe a great
debt of gratitude to Mr, d’Almaine for his zealous labours.

THE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION,

The foundation of a Berkshire Branch of this important
body must be noted by the Society. Papers by leading his-
torians have been read before the Association, which aims at
drawing together all branches of teachers, the masters of great
schools such as Eton and Wellington, uniting with the teachers
in elementary schools in spreading the knowledge of history.
Your Secretary has promised to conduct a party of the mem-
bers to Wallingford on June 25th, when it is hoped that the
members of the Society may be invited to join with them in
exploring the antiquities of that ancient town,

THE READING ARCHITECTS’ SocIETY.

The Society welcomes most cordially the formation of the
Association of Reading Architects under the able and active
secretaryship of Mr. Willcocks., It is entirely a professional
Association. Mr. Willcocks approached the Society with a
view of active co-operation, and terms were agreed upon
whereby the members could participate in the Society’s meet-
ings and excursions. In former times the Society, with a view
of encouraging architectural students, gave prizes for measured
~architectural drawings, and it was suggested that this custom
might be revived.

THE PRESERVATION OF SouTtHCcOTE HOUSE.

Efforts were made recently to prevent the destruction of
this ancient manor house of the Blagrave family, as it was
one of the few remaining old buildings in the town of Reading,
and had many interesting associations. It was suggested that
your Society should be responsible in raising a sum for its
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purchase. The Mayor took a great interest in endeavouring
to save it and called several meetings together for the purpose,
_ but the demands of the owner were so large and the amount
of money that would have been required to make the house
habitable so great that it was felt that the proposition was
hopeless, and the idea had to be abandoned. '

A SURVEY OF THE CHURCH PLATE OF BERKSHIRE.

The work of the Society has been greatly strengthened by
the arrival amongst us of a distinguished antiquary, Mr. J. W.
Walker, F.S.A., formerly Secretary ‘of the Yorkshire Archz-
ological Socxety, Jwhom we welcome most cordially. He has
come to reside at East Hagbourne, and he contemplates under-
taking the excellent work of cataloguing the church plate of
the county. It is nearly thirty years ago since the project was
first started. Your Secretary had then two offers from gentle-
men interested in the subject, Mr. Arthur Dasent, son of the
late Sir George Dasent, and Mr. Gardner, Vicar of Fawley.
He, therefore, divided the county into East and West Berk-
shire, Mr. Dasent taking the former, and Mr. Gardner the
latter. Unfortunately Mr. Dasent’s notes were burnt in the
fire that occurred in his father’s house, and Mr. Gardner died
long before he had completed his task. Some of these notes
were published in the Journal, but the work was quite in-
colmplefe, and now Mr. Walker is prepared to undertake the
work entirely de novo. He expects that it will take five years
to complete. He has already obtained the approval of the
Bishop, who trusts that all the clergy in the county will assist
Mr. Walker in carrying out this heavy, important and self-
imposed labour.

THE BERKS, Bucks AND OXON ARCHAOLOGICAL JOURNAL.

The official organ of the Society, the Journal, is now pub-
lished by the Society, and it is hoped that the Members
appreciate the privilege of receiving the numbers entirely free
of charge. Some delay has been caused in its issue under the
many difficulties of printing and publishing at the present time.
But the Members receive their two numbers a year, and these
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- are rendered extremely valuable by the large number of fine

illustrationg generously presented by ‘the President. These will
always make the Journal.a valuable possession.

* The editors take the advantage of this report to express the
hope that members of the Berkshire Archeological Society will
contribute articles dealing with the many antiquities of the

-county.

HonNorARY TREASURER.

Since the last Annual Meeting, as Mr. Rowland Kent
was unable to accept the office of Treasurer, the Society has
been fortunate in securing the services of Mr. H. T. Morley,
who has entered upon his duties with much energy and zeal.
He has ably attended to the finances of the Society, which are
on a satisfactory footing, and your Secretary is grateful to him
for his assistance in carrying on the work of the Society, which
does ‘not become less burdensome as the years speed on. The
members will assist the Treasurer greatly by the regular pay-
ment of subscriptions.

PosiTION OF THE SOCIETY,

The number of members is at present 269. The balance-
sheet shows a balance in hand of £58. In conclusion, your
Committee is of opinion that the Society has never been in a
more prosperous condition, and that it is actively fulfilling the
objects for which it was founded. This year is the jubilee of
its reconstruction. According to the tradition of our elders
it was originaly known as the Berkshire Ashmolean Society,
founded in 1840, which had for its President the Earl of
Abingdon, Vice-President, the Marquis of Downshire, John
Bligh Monck (director), and Thomas Noon Talfourd, Philip
Pusey, M.P., &c., as its Council. It was reconstituted in
1871 under the management of the principal architects of the
town, afterwards strenuously supported by the Rev. J. M.
Guilding, and your Secretary has held that office for 34 years.
It is fitting that some celebration should be made of this jubilee
year, and your Committee would be glad to receive some sug-
gestions as to the form this. should take. Perhaps a com-
memorative gathering' could be arranged for the autumn, a
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* medal struck, or some other plan devised for the due celebra-
tion of a not insignificant event. = Commending: this to the
careful consideration of the members, the Committee bring .
this report to a close,

The report was received and adopted, and also the report
of the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. H. T. Morley. . Mr. Ditchfield
then proposed.the re-election of Mr, Keyser as President of
the Society. He said that no Society could have a better
President. Mir. Keyser took the greatest interest in its wel-
fare, devoting much of his valuable time to its gatherings,
giving lectures, enriching the Journal with his articles and
costly plates, and discharging the duties of his office thoroughly
and well. This was seconded by Mrs. Holden and carried with
applause.

Lord Aldenham’s name was added to the list of Vice-
Patrons, and those of Messrs. J. W. Walker, F.S.A., ]J.
Hautenville Cope and C. B. Willcocks to the Committee. The
President proposed in flattering terms the re-election of Mr.
Ditchfield as Hon. Secretary, who had for so long been the
mainstay of the Society, and had kept it going for 34 years.
He hoped that Mr. Ditchfield would continue to hold the office
for another 34 years. Mr. Rain seconded, and the election
was carried by acclamation. Mr. Morley was re-elected Hon.
Treasurer.

The President then delivered a very interesting' lecture on
‘A Trip Down the Rhone from Lyons to Marseilles,’ illus-
trated by a charming; series of lantern views. Mr. d’Almaine
proposed a vote of thanks to him for the lecture, and a similar
vote was recorded to Miss Cooper-Smijth and Miss Hissey for
kindly entertaining the Society to tea at the close of the
meeting. A :
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