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Summary 
 
      Archaeological investigations at Hardings Field, Chalgrove, revealed the remains 
of one of the most complete examples of a moated medieval curia yet excavated in 
this country.  There was also evidence of a pre-moat occupation which may not have 
been seigneurial, dating from the first half of the 13th century.  This was succeeded in 
the mid 13th century by the construction of the moated manor house, which 
documentary evidence suggests belonged to a prominent Oxfordshire family, the 
Barentins.   
 
      During the following 200 years the manor underwent considerable alterations and 
improvements, particularly in the early part of the 14th century and to a lesser extent 
in the late 14th to early 15th century, before passing out of the Barentins' hands just 
before it was demolished in the late 15th century. 
 
      The finds included pottery, among which were many fine wares and some 
examples of continental imports.  Decorated floor tiles, coins and objects of metal, 
bone, ivory and stone, together with window and vessel glass, clay tobacco pipes and 
some slags were also recovered.  Animal, fish and bird bones and other environmental 
evidence were also found.   
  
Contents of Report  
 
     For reasons of cost this report has been produced partly in print and partly on 
microfiche.  As far as possible the printed part is designed to stand alone.  Summaries 
of most of the specialist reports appear in print (p  ) cross-referenced to the full reports 
with their associated data, which are on microfiche.  Shorter reports, namely Clay 
Pipes and Architectural Stone, are printed in full.  Hard copy of any part or all of the 
microfiche reports can be obtained from the Oxford Archaeological Unit upon 
application giving the reference of the microfiche.   
 
     Each microfiche is divided into seven rows of 14 columns, a total of 98 frames.  
Each frame holds one A4 page of print or drawings and the individual pages are 
referenced as follows: M I A01.  The `M' indicates it is a microfiche reference.  The 
Roman numeral refers to the microfiche number.  The letter refers to the row (from A 
to G) starting from the top of the microfiche, and the two digit number refers to the 
page number in that row, up to a maximum of 14. 
  
Site Archive  
 
     The site records relating to the excavations at Hardings Field, Chalgrove, 1976-79, 
are deposited with the Oxford Archaeological Unit, 46 Hythe Bridge Street, Oxford, 
OX1 2EP.  An index to this archive can be found on microfiche M    .  The finds are 
deposited with Oxfordshire County Council Department of Museum Services, 
Fletchers House, Woodstock, Oxfordshire (henceforth referred to as ODMS).     


