
Appendix 3: The Late Iron Age Pottery
R.S.Leary

1. Factual Data

The pottery was examined and catalogued according to the Guidelines of the Study Group for Romano-British Pottery for basic archiving (Darling 2004).  The fabrics were recorded in broad groups and details of the fabrics are described below.  Reference was made to the Lincolnshire fabric collection codes.  Details of fabric variations were recorded where appropriate.  Forms were described.
1.1. Quantity and provenance

35 sherds of pottery were recovered from the site.  The condition of the pottery was good.  Most of the sherds were of average weight but most of a bead rim jar came from context 803 with one large sherd giving an almost complete profile.  Most of the pottery came from feature 804.
	Context
	Feature
	Sherd count
	Sherd weight
	Rim % values

	11-102
	Linear assoc with 1300
	1
	2.7
	

	1202
	Enclosure, probably same as 1300
	5
	43.9
	

	13-101
	Fill of 1300
	1
	12
	

	16-101
	Fill of 1300
	3
	29.3
	

	16-103
	Fill of scoop within 1300
	4
	26.1
	5

	802
	Fill of 801
	1
	3.7
	

	803
	Top fill of 804, internal feature in 801
	16
	420.3
	34

	817
	Primary fill of 804, internal feature in 801
	3
	42.2
	4

	Unstrat.
	
	1
	2.6
	

	
	
	35
	582.8
	43


Table 1 Quantification of pottery by context
1.2. Range and variety of material

1.2.1. Wares

Only six ware groups were identified, three shelly wares with one variant, two quartz-tempered wares and a white ware.  The most common fabric was a reduced shell-tempered ware with moderate quantities of medium sized shell.  This fabric was occasionally oxidised but this could easily be a variant of the same basic fabric due to firing conditions rather than a distinct fabric.  Indeed some sherd were reduced outside and oxidised inside.  A group of sherds from 1202 had rather coarser sherds than the other CTB1 sherds.  Within this group was a sherd which may be part of a storage jar rim.  Storage jars often were given coarser temper so this group is separated out as a second shell-tempered fabric.  Two sherds from 802 and 803 had sparse fine shell and moderate quartz inclusions.  This is a fabric commonly use to make bowls, often carinated and with cordons, of late Iron Age type.  The quartz tempered wares were less common.  These were divided into coarse and medium.  Only one example of each was found: a jar with bevelled rim from 16-103 has medium quartz inclusions, a rounded rim jar from 803 had abundant medium to coarse quartz inclusions and an unstratified scrap had medium quartz inclusions.  Lastly the white sherd from 803 compared well with samples of North Gaulish white ware in the fabric series of York Archaeological Trust.  This fabric was used for butt beakers imported in the immediate pre-Conquest and post-Conquest period up to around AD70. Pre Conquest examples were present at Dragonby (Rigby 1996).
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Figure 1 Relative quantities of fabric groups by sherd count, weight and estimated equivalents
1.2.2. Forms

Apart from the imported vessel, perhaps a beaker or flagon, the identified vessels were predominantly ovoid jars with rounded rims, bevelled internally.  This internal bevelling is particularly characteristic of the late PRIA and Conquest period.  One PQTM vessel may be from a bowl with a concave side.  This and the white ware sherd are the only pieces belonging to table ware.  Burnt encrustations on the large fragment from 803 gives weight to the traditional interpretation of these vessels as cooking pots.  The CTB7 sherds may belong to a storage jar.
1.3. Chronology
Most of the pottery was of a type common in the pre-Roman Iron Age (PRIA) which continued to be made in the early Roman period where it was used alongside Roman wheel-thrown pottery until the middle of the second century.  The absence of any sherds which demand a Roman date suggests that this settlement belongs to the PRIA.  The presence of a fine shell and quartz tempered ware typical of late Iron Age cordoned and carinated bowls in contexts 802 and 803 suggest the enclosure belonged to the late Iron Age-Conquest period.  A North Gaulish white ware sherd gives a similar date for context 16-103.  This sherd could date to the late Iron Age just before the Conquest or as late as c70AD.  Its lack of diagnostic features precludes close dating.  The CTB1 jar forms belong to the simple native type which is exceptionally long lived in Lincolnshire (Elsdon 1996, type 20).  The internal bevelling of the rim, grooves on the neck and rim and hints of wheel finishing suggests a date in the late Iron Age for most of these vessels.  The quartz-tempered vessels may be slightly earlier in date.  The heavily tempered rim sherd from 803 lacks the careful finishing of the CTB1 jars and may be of middle Iron Age date.  The fine quartz tempered jar from 103 was associated with the North Gaulish import sherd.  This jar has a burnished rim and internal bevel like the CTB1 jars and may of similar date range.  A date in the late Iron Age just before the Roman arrived in the region would be consistent with these types.
1.4. Function and site status
The pottery is typical of rural settlement of the late Iron Age.  The presence of an imported sherd raises the possibility of a higher status settlement as such imports are uncommon on rural sites.  The rest of the assemblage and the near complete absence of any tableware may indicate that any settlement of higher social status may have been sited some distance from the excavations.
2. Statement of potential and recommendation
The significance of this pottery assemblage is enhanced considerably by the presence of the imported sherd and the good condition of the pottery.
3. Storage and curation

The pottery is stable but shell tempered pottery is prone to flaking so the sherds should be wrapped with care within their storage box.
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Appendix 1 Pottery quantification values

	Fabric
	Sherd count
	Sherd weight
	Rim % value
	Fabric description
	Lincs fabric series code

	CT
	2
	2.4
	
	Shell-tempered
	SHEL

	CTB1
	17
	451.2
	36
	Moderate, medium, shell. Brown
	IASH

	CTB1OX
	4
	41.3
	
	Moderate, medium, shell.  Oxidised surfaces
	IASH

	CTB7
	3
	38.5
	
	Abundant, ill-sorted fine to coarse shell.  Orange-brown
	IASHC

	CTB8
	2
	8.3
	
	Sparse, fine shell and sparse, medium, subrounded quartz. Grey
	IASHF

	NOG WH1
	1
	2.4
	
	Very fine white ware with very fine quartz and rare red-brown inclusions.
	GBWW

	PQTC
	1
	9.7
	2
	Brown with grey core.  Abundant, well-sorted, subangular quartz
	IASA

	PQTM
	5
	29
	5
	Grey.  Rare fine shell and moderate, well-sorted, subangular fine to medium quartz.
	?IAMSH


Table 1 Ware quantification
	
	
	Bowl
	Jar

	Fabric
	Unk
	Concave body
	Closed vessel
	Internally bevelled rim
	Bead rim
	Rounded rim, internally bevelled
	Rounded rim

	CT
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CTB1
	2
	
	9
	
	1
	5
	

	CTB1OX
	1
	
	3
	
	
	
	

	CTB7
	
	
	3
	
	
	
	

	CTB8
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	NOG WH1
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PQTC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	PQTM
	1
	
	1
	3
	
	
	


Table 2 Form and ware quantification using sherd count

	
	Bowl
	Jar

	Fabric
	Concave body
	Closed vessel
	Internally bevelled rim
	Bead rim
	Rounded rim, internally bevelled
	Rounded rim
	Concave body

	CT
	2.4
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CTB1
	5.4
	
	230.5
	
	165
	50.3
	

	CTB1OX
	12
	
	29.3
	
	
	
	

	CTB7
	
	
	38.5
	
	
	
	

	CTB8
	4.6
	3.7
	
	
	
	
	

	NOG WH1
	2.4
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PQTC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	9.7

	PQTM
	2.7
	
	2.6
	23.7
	
	
	


Table 3 Form and ware quantification using sherd weight

	Autonumber
	Trench
	Context
	Suitable for drawing
	Fabric
	Count
	Weight
	Abrasion
	Part
	Form
	Vessel type
	RimD
	RimP
	Condition
	Vessel spot date
	Comments
	Dectec
	Decmotif
	Decpos
	Dectec2
	Decmotif2
	Decpos2

	1
	13
	US
	 
	PQTM
	1
	2.6
	V
	BDY
	closed vessel
	jar?
	 
	 
	 
	LIA
	 
	Grooved
	single
	outside body
	burnished
	 
	outside body

	2
	 
	13-101
	 
	CTB1OX
	1
	12
	V
	BDX
	 
	jar?
	 
	 
	 
	IA
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	 
	16-101
	 
	CTB1OX
	3
	29.3
	M
	BDY
	closed vessel
	jar
	 
	 
	 
	IA
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	4
	 
	1202
	 
	CTB1
	2
	5.4
	V
	BDX
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	 
	802
	 
	CTB8
	1
	3.7
	V
	BDY
	concave body
	bowl?
	 
	 
	 
	LIA?
	 
	Burnished or smoothed
	 
	outside body
	 
	 
	 

	6
	 
	1202
	 
	CTB7
	3
	38.5
	A
	BDY
	closed vessel
	jar
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	7
	 
	803
	 
	CTB1
	3
	21.7
	M
	R+B
	expanded rim with internal bevel
	jar
	20
	8
	 
	LIA
	Oxidised inside rim
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	8
	 
	803
	 
	CT
	2
	2.4
	V
	CR
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	9
	 
	803
	Y
	PQTC
	1
	9.7
	A
	R+B
	rounded rim
	jar
	 
	2
	 
	IA
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	10
	 
	817
	 
	CTB1
	2
	28.7
	M
	BDY
	closed vessel
	jar
	 
	 
	 
	IA
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	11
	 
	817
	 
	CTB1
	1
	13.5
	M
	RIM
	expanded rim with internal bevel
	jar
	22
	4
	 
	LIA
	? Same as jar from 803
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	12
	 
	11-102
	 
	PQTM?
	1
	2.7
	V
	SCR
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	IA or RB
	Could be grey ware
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	13
	 
	16-103
	Y
	PQTF
	3
	23.7
	M
	R+B
	upright, internally bevelled rim
	jar
	16
	5
	 
	LIA
	 
	Smoothed
	 
	outside body
	burnished
	 
	over rim

	14
	 
	16-103
	 
	NOG WH1
	1
	2.4
	A
	BDX
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	LIA-CONQUEST
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	15
	 
	803
	Y
	CTB1
	1
	165
	U
	R+B
	bead rim with two grooves on external face of rim
	jar
	15
	19
	Burnt matter outside upper body
	LIA-CONQUEST
	Handmade
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	16
	 
	803
	 
	CTB1
	7
	201.8
	U
	BDY
	closed vessel
	jar
	 
	 
	 
	LIA-CONQUEST
	Probably part of above vessel
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	17
	 
	803
	Y
	CTB1
	1
	15.1
	M
	RIM
	expanded rim with internal bevel
	jar
	16
	5
	 
	LIA-CONQUEST
	same as jar from 817
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	18
	 
	803
	 
	CTB8
	1
	4.6
	A
	BDX
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Totals
	
	
	
	
	35
	582.8
	
	
	
	
	
	43
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



