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Jim Rylatt
1.0
Introduction

This report concerns a small assemblage of lithic material recovered during archaeological fieldwork at Highfield Quarry, Welton le Marsh. Two pieces of struck flint were retrieved. Both pieces had diagnostic traits indicative of activity during the later Neolithic to early Bronze Age.

2.0
Method of study

All of the lithic artefacts have been physically examined in order to create an archive catalogue. The attributes of each piece are noted in order to determine its place in the reduction sequence, describe observable characteristics of the lithic technology utilised and provide an assessment of its functional potential. The catalogue also records the presence of patination, cortex and whether the piece has been burnt. Each piece has been weighed and metrical data is recorded for complete flakes, tools and cores. Selected artefacts have been examined with a x3 hand-lens to determine whether there is any evidence of localised modification that could be indicative of use.
3.0
Catalogue
\
	Context No.


	Type
	Size
	Description

	
	
	
	

	803
	Flake
	25x26mm

6.0g
	Secondary flake, probable hard hammer removal with cortical platform, small pronounced bulb and feathered termination; dorsal scars indicate earlier removals from three other platforms; slight chipping along flake margins, probable post-depositional damage; area of thin, rounded & abraded cortex (sourced from secondary deposit), c. 30% of surface area; small areas of milky patination; brownish-grey translucent flint, with grey opaque inclusions.

L.Neo/BA 



	16-101
	Flake
	-

2.2g
	Secondary flake, hard hammer removal with flat platform, pronounced bulb (with eraillure flake detached) and feathered termination; dorsal scars indicate removal of several small invasive trimming flakes from same platform; sections of both lateral margins have been detached, with area of glossy polish on dorsal margin of one truncation scar – chips detached from distal end could represent retouch, but no clear evidence of use-wear along margin, so may result from post-depositional damage; area of very thin, rounded & abraded cortex (sourced from secondary deposit), c. 60% of surface area; greyish-brown translucent flint.

L.Neo/EBA 



	NB: measurements are only given for complete flakes - the first figure relates to the maximum length, measured perpendicular to the striking platform; the second to maximum breadth, measured at a right angle to the length.


4.0 Discussion

4.1
Raw materials

Both lithic artefacts were produced from flint. They each had areas of surviving cortical surface indicating that the raw materials were derived from secondary deposits, probably water-transported pebbles and cobbles either forming river terraces or glacio-fluvial sheet deposits. 

4.2 Condition

One piece had very slight and partial patination on its flake surfaces. 

None of the worked flint displayed any evidence that it had been burnt. The absence of burnt flint is in part likely to reflect the small size of the assemblage.

4.3 Character of the assemblage

The small size of the assemblage limits the information that can be ascertained, but it is still possible to highlight certain features of later prehistoric activity within the survey area.  Both pieces of flint appear to reflect past human activity during the later third or earlier second millennium BC; the use of invasive flaking to trim the platform edge prior to the removal of one flake possibly indicates that it was manufactured during the early Bronze Age. 

The very small quantity of worked lithic material recovered during the fieldwork suggests that there was no sustained activity or occupation on the site during the Neolithic and Bronze Age, any visits at this time probably being brief or transitory.      


