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Land off Norwich Road, Wetheringsett-cum-Brockford Archaeological evaluation

Pre-Construct Archaeological Services Ltd 1

Summary

� Pre-Construct Archaeological Services Ltd (PCAS) was commissioned by
Eco2, to undertake an archaeological evaluation on land adjacent to the
Mendlesham Industrial Estate, Norwich Road, Wetheringsett-cum-Brockford,
Mid Suffolk District, Suffolk.

� This work was undertaken to inform a planning application for the
construction of a renewable energy plant and has been undertaken on the
advice of the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service Conservation
Team (SCCAS/CT).

� The evaluation consisted of a programme of field-walking and metal-detecting,
followed by a 5 % of total surface area trial trench evaluation, comprising a
total of 37 trenches each measuring 25m by 1.8m.

� No artefacts of archaeological significance were observed during the field-
walking or metal-detecting survey. Only former field boundary ditches and
modern features were recorded in the trenches and a small amount of
medieval and post-medieval pottery and metal work was recovered as
surface finds.

� The largely negative results from the relatively extensive examination of the
site, which also includes a desk-based assessment, would suggest further
investigation is unlikely to yield any more significant information.

Fig. 1 Site location map. Scale 1:25 000
(O.S. copyright licence no: 100049278)
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4.0 Archaeological and historical background
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5.0 Aims and objectives
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6.0 Methodology
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The evaluation trenches ;����}��_��>
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8.0 Discussion and conclusion
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1845 Enclosure Award Map (see Fig. 10) shows that fields both to the north and
south of the site had been amalgamated within the four years between the production
of the two maps, demonstrating that the creation of larger fields was an ongoing
phenomenon during the early 19th century, and as such Ditch B may have been in-
filled only for a short time before the creation of the 1841 Tithe Map.

The medieval pottery recovered during the evaluation trenching appears to be
consistent with the date and general thin distribution of material identified during the
systematic field-walking undertaken in the adjacent parish. This appears to reflect the
disposal of domestic waste and the manuring of fields rather than evidence for
nearby habitation (PCAS 2011b). Nonetheless, at the very least this appears to
indicate a high point of activity during the 11th-13th century, perhaps indicating the
cultivation of open fields at this time, with a marked decline in activity during the late
medieval and early post-medieval periods, perhaps indicating population decline
and/or a conversion to pasture. Alternatively it may equally indicate nothing more
than a change in waste disposal practices.

The proportionally large amount of early modern material may be seen as being
consistent with population growth and a more intense use of agricultural land during
this period. The modern features [104] and [3604], and pit [3406] identified in
Trenches 1, 34 and 36 remain enigmatic but have limited heritage asset value and
may be the product of activities undertaken during the use of the former wartime
airfield and the subsequent demolition of its buildings and removal of the
hardstanding.

The shallow undated features [414] and [3404] cannot be demonstrated to be
archaeologically significant and, combined with the absence of any convincing
archaeological features within the other evaluation trenches and the low number of
surface finds, the site would appear to have very low potential to yield much further
information relating to past human activity.

In summary, no archaeologically significant features, deposits or concentrations of
finds were observed during the programme. It would therefore seem unlikely that any
further work at this location would be beneficial to the archaeological record.

9.0 Effectiveness of methodology

The methodology employed was entirely sufficient to investigate the sites potential
allow the investigation and recording of deposits exposed within the evaluation
trenches.
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Fig. 6 Trenches 7, 17 and 24 - Ditch C
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Context No. Type Description
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Context No. Type Description
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Context No. Type Description
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Context No. Type Description
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Context No. Type Description
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Context No. Type Description
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Context No. Type Description
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Appendix 3.1 Field-walking at the proposed Eco2 Plant, Medlesham, Suffolk (BPSE 11)

THE CERAMIC FINDS

Dr Anne Irving

THE POTTERY

Introduction

All the material was recorded at archive level in accordance with the guidelines laid out in Slowikowski et al.
(2001). The pottery codenames (Cname) are in accordance with the established type series for Lincolnshire,

which also covers other counties. A total of four sherds from four vessels, weighing 59 grams was recovered

from the site.

Methodology

The material was laid out and viewed in context order. Sherds were counted and weighed by individual

vessel within each context. The pottery was examined visually and using x20 magnification. This information

was then added to an Access database. An archive list of the pottery is included in Table 1. The pottery

dates to the post-medieval and early modern periods.

Condition

The sherds are in poor condition.

Results

Table 1, Post Roman Pottery Archive
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Potential

All of the pottery is suitable for discard. No further work is required on the assemblage.

Summary

A small collection of re-deposited pottery was recovered during fieldwalking.



CERAMIC BUILDING MATERIAL

Introduction

All the material was recorded at archive level in accordance with the guidelines laid out by the ACBMG

(2001). A total of 15 fragments of ceramic building material, weighing 359 grams was recovered from the site.

Methodology

The material was laid out and viewed in context order. Fragments were counted and weighed within each

context. The ceramic building material was examined visually and using x20 magnification. This information

was then added to an Access database. An archive list of the ceramic building material is included in Table 2.

Condition

Overall the fragments are in poor condition.

Results

Table 2, Ceramic Building Material Archive
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Potential

All of the fragments are suitable for discard. No further work is required on the assemblage.

Summary

A small collection of re-deposited brick and tile was recovered during fieldwalking.

ABBREVIATIONS

ACBMG Archaeological Ceramic Building
Materials Group

BS Body sherd
CBM Ceramic Building Material

CXT Context
LHJ Lower Handle Join
NoF Number of Fragments
NoS Number of sherds



NoV Number of vessels
UHJ Upper Handle Join
W (g) Weight (grams)
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Appendix 3.2 Field-walking at the proposed Eco2 Plant, Mendlesham, Suffolk

(BPSE 11)

Flint

Jim Rylatt

Introduction

Four pieces of flint were submitted for analysis, all of which were natural pebbles and chips.
Consequently, this lithic material does not provide any evidence for a human presence on the
site during prehistory.

Methodology

Macroscopic analysis of all of the lithic objects demonstrated that they lacked any attributes
associated with structured core reduction.

Catalogue

Point
No.

Description Weight
(g)

Comments

42 Pebble 6.3 Irregular fragment with smaller thermal flakes detached, worn/rounded
arises & margins, heavy patination, surface gloss

44 Pebble 16.7 Irregular fragment with unpatterned flake surfaces, significant crushing
& chipping of margins, some patination

45 Pebble 48.7 Tabular thermal flake removing cortical surface of one side of pebble,

flake surface heavily patinated, irregular chipping/plough damage
along margins

58 Chip 3.5 Rod-like pebble fragment which has shattered along latent thermal

fractures, worn/rounded arises & margins, areas of heavy patination &
surface gloss

Discussion

None of the lithic material submitted for analysis exhibited any indications of human
modification. It is probable that these fragments of flint are derived from the drift geology
overlying the site, or situated in its immediate environs. The principal drift deposit exposed
across this area is the Lowestoft Formation, a till incorporating a significant chalk and flint
component (BGS 1995).

References
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Appendix 3.3 Evaluation at the proposed Eco2 Plant, Medlesham, Suffolk (BPSE 11)

THE CERAMIC FINDS

Dr Anne Irving

THE POTTERY

Introduction

All the material was recorded at archive level in accordance with the guidelines laid out in Slowikowski et al.
(2001). The pottery codenames (Cname) are in accordance with the established type series for Lincolnshire,

which also covers other counties. A total of fifteen sherds from fifteen vessels, weighing 97 grams was

recovered from the site.

Methodology

The material was laid out and viewed in context order. Sherds were counted and weighed by individual

vessel within each context. The pottery was examined visually and using x20 magnification. This information

was then added to an Access database. An archive list of the pottery is included in Table 1. The pottery

dates to the Medieval and post-medieval periods.

Condition

The sherds are in poor condition.

Results

Table 1, Post Roman Pottery Archive
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Potential

All of the pottery is suitable for discard. No further work is required on the assemblage.

Summary

A small collection of re-deposited pottery was recovered from top-and sub-soil.

SPOT DATES

Table 2, Context Spot Dates

��� ���� �
�����
�4� ����
�

�'�� /���

�
�
������
���	�
54� �5��
�

�-��
�4� �5��
�

�-�� /���

�
�
������
���	�
�4� ����
�

���� /���

�
�
������
���	�
'4� ����
�

���� /���

�
�
������
���	�
04� ����
�

����
�5��
�44� ����
�

���� /���

�
�
������
���	�
�54� �-��
�

���� /���

�
�
������
���	�
�-4� �5��
�

 ��
�-�� /���

�
�
������
���	�
��4� ����
�

�5�� /���

�
�
������
���	�
5�4� ����
�

���� /���

�
�
������
���	�
5�4� ����
�

�5��

ABBREVIATIONS

ACBMG Archaeological Ceramic Building
Materials Group

BS Body sherd
CBM Ceramic Building Material
CXT Context
LHJ Lower Handle Join
NoF Number of Fragments
NoS Number of sherds

NoV Number of vessels
UHJ Upper Handle Join
W (g) Weight (grams)
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