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Summary 

In September 2011, Pre-Construct Archaeological Services Ltd (PCAS) were 
commissioned by J. Derbyshire Design Partnership (Agent) to undertake a scheme of 
archaeological mitigation on land at 2, Church Lane, Bonby, Lincolnshire (centred on 
NGR: TA 0029 1542). 

The work, conducted in accordance with a specification approved by North Lincolnshire 
Council (NLC), represented the final stage of archaeological works on the site. An 
archaeological evaluation conducted in 2008 had revealed evidence of settlement activity 
associated with the medieval village, including a number of large ditches, a stone latrine 
structure, gullies and a hearth. 

This stage of the works comprised two area excavations in house plots 1 and 3, located 
in the south-eastern and north-western corners of the site respectively. The excavations 
in Plot 1 contained the most complex archaeology on the site, with at least three discrete 
phases represented. The earliest features were two undated gullies, cut by three 
successive, north-south-aligned ditches of post-medieval date that were traced for the 
entire length of the plot. The latest ditch was cut for the insertion of a post-medieval 
stone-built latrine. Environmental analysis of the latrine fills revealed evidence of 
domestic waste typical of a high-status site. A number of relatively rare, twill-woven linen 
fragments recovered from the latrine provide a valuable contribution to the study of 
medieval cloth. A number of wall segments and a well-built circular platform, probably a 
dovecote, are possibly contemporary with the latrine; this is supported by an 
overwhelming majority of bird bones from the latrine fills.  

 The excavations in Plot 3 revealed a dump of burnt sand containing evidence of 
metalworking and the remains of a hearth structure.  

 Archaeological monitoring during the excavation of strip footings in Plots 1, 2 and 3 
recorded only a single, shallow gully containing 17th- to 18th-century pottery. No 
archaeological features or deposits were observed during the monitoring of the service 
runs or manhole shafts. 

The archaeological mitigation work at 2 Church Lane Bonby has shown that the site 
formed part of a high status post-medieval (and possibly late medieval) settlement area or 
habitation. This is particularly evident from the latrine and from the assemblages and 
artefacts it contained; and from the dovecote. The location of these features on the eastern 
edge of the site and the absence of similar archaeology to the west suggests that the 
focus of this settlement was to the immediate east of the site.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pre-Construct Archaeological Services Ltd 5  
 
 

 

 

1.0 Introduction  

1.1 Pre-Construct Archaeological Services Ltd (PCAS) were commissioned by J. 
Derbyshire Design Partnership (Agent) to undertake a scheme of archaeological 
mitigation on land at 2, Church Lane, Bonby, North Lincolnshire (Fig. 1). The work, 
conducted in accordance with a specification approved by North Lincolnshire 
Council (NLC), represented the final stage of archaeological works on the site 
(PCAS 2008a).  

1.2 Full planning permission was being sought for a residential development within the 
curtilage of 2 Church Lane, Bonby (ref: PA/2009/1206). The site lies within the 
historic core of the village where medieval archaeological remains are likely to be 
impacted by proposed development. Earlier remains have also been found within the 
vicinity, including late prehistoric, Roman and Saxon. 

2.0 Site location and description  

2.1 Bonby is situated within the administrative district of North Lincolnshire, lying some 
6.5km southwest of Barton-upon-Humber. It rests on the eastern edge of the 
Ancholme Valley, forming one of the so-called ‘low villages’ running along a spring 
line at the foot of the Lincolnshire Wolds.  

2.2 The Ancholme valley in general is relatively narrow and well-defined; its villages 
are typically located on the margin of the wetland, with the parishes elongated to 
incorporate some higher dry land in each (Van de Noort and Ellis, 1998). The 
village centres on the junction of the B1204 road, which links the low villages, with 
a minor road running north to the parish church.  

2.3 The application area nests within the elbow of Church Lane and Main Street and 
comprising a roughly rectangular land parcel of approximately 0.3ha (see Fig. 1). It 
is centred on NGR TA 0029 1542.  

3.0 Geology and topography 

3.1 The site is bounded to the east and south by residential properties; to the north by 
Church Lane and to the west by Main Street. It lies at an altitude of between c. 22m 
and 24m AOD and is terraced down to the west. 

3.2 Geologically, the site lies on the border between two drift deposits, Sand and 
Gravel (including post-lacustrine levee sand) of the Vale of York Glacial Deposits 
and Blown Sand. The underlying solid geology is Ancholme Clay Group of the 
Upper Jurassic (BGS 1983).  

4.0 Archaeological and historical background 

4.1 The village of Bonby has previously been subject to little systematic archaeological 
fieldwork, thus the extent and chronology of archaeological remains within the locality 
is poorly understood.   

4.2 Evidence of prehistoric activity in the Bonby area includes the 2001 discovery of a 
large Iron Age storage vessel, archaeological features and areas of burning. These 
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remains indicate the likely existence of a late prehistoric domestic settlement site near 
Main Street, to the immediate west of Church Lane. A single prehistoric flint tool was 
recovered during archaeological monitoring on Main Street, Bonby in 2006, c. 250m 
southeast of the current site (Gardner 2006).  The eastern edges of the parishes of 
Bonby and the other low villages incorporate an old trackway known as ‘High 
Street’, believed to be of prehistoric origin, which extends along the length of the 
Wolds from South Ferriby (Margary 1973, No. 270). 

4.3 During the Roman period, the High Street track is believed to have continued in 
use, connecting the settlement at South Ferriby, the most northerly of the low 
villages, to the major Roman walled settlements at Caistor and Horncastle. Roman 
villa sites have been excavated in Horkstow and Worlaby, two of the other low 
villages, to north and south of Bonby respectively, while extensive Romano-British 
settlements are known to the east of Bonby village and at Old Winteringham, c. 
10km to the northwest. Roman pottery has also been found in Bonby village, close 
to the current development. 

4.4 The place-name ‘Bonby’ first appears in the Domesday Survey of AD 1086 as 
Bundebi (Morris 1986. 25,1; 36,3). The settlement pre-dates the Norman Conquest 
and Saxon remains have been found in the village. At the time of the Domesday 
Survey, the Bonby estates had been consolidated from the landholdings of seven 
English thegns to the manors of two Norman nobles, Hugh fitzBaldric and Ralph de 
Mortimer, who appear to have used the land exclusively as arable farmland.  

4.5 The Church of St. Andrew, which lies c. 100m to the northeast of the site is not 
recorded in the 11th century Domesday Book but has a Norman nave, with traces of 
a 13th-century arcade and chancel that were replaced or heavily altered in the 18th 
and 19th centuries (Pevsner & Harris 1989, 151). 

4.6 During the reign of King John (AD 1199-1216), an alien priory was founded in 
Bonby: a cell of the Benedictine abbey of St. Fromond in Normandy (Mee 1970, 47). 
The alien priories were suppressed by the Crown during the 14th century, and their 
possessions, for the most part, granted to new religious foundations: Bonby Abbey 
passed into the keeping of the Carthusians; its location is now lost. 

4.7 The first edition OS map of 1889-1891 shows the site area encompassed by 
Church Lane and Main Street and comprising non-coniferous woodland, with a 
stream curving around the eastern edge of the site. To the east of the site, at the 
junction of Church Lane and Sheepdyke Lane, the Vicarage is shown (see Gardner 
2006, Fig. 2). The village occupied much the same area as it does today, but was 
much more sparsely populated. 

4.8 A Bonby local historian, Mr Beasley, suggested that the site at 2 Church Lane did 
not always belong to the vicarage, but was purchased from the Yarborough Estate 
in 1922.  

4.9 Prior to the final phase of archaeological work, the centre of the site contained a 
standing building dating to the 1970s, with a driveway/access road leading towards 
Church Lane to the north; and mature gardens. A large tennis court stood at the 
southern end of the site, encompassing the majority of plots 1 and 2 (see PCAS 
2008b Fig. 3). 
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5.0 Site investigation background 

5.1 In February 2008, a programme of archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Pre-
Construct Archaeology (Lincoln) in support of the current application (PCAS 2008a, 
2008b). Six trenches were excavated, targeted on the proposed footprints of a new 
housing scheme (Fig. 2). Two trenches excavated in the north-eastern corner of 
the site (trenches 1 and 6) proved archaeologically sterile. Evidence possibly 
representing settlement activity associated with the medieval village was recorded 
in three of the remaining trenches: Trench 3 contained an east-west oriented ditch 
(308); Trench 4 contained a stone structure (404); and Trench 5 contained a north-
south oriented ditch (504); A post-medieval ditch terminal (507) identified In Trench 
5 probably related to ditch (408), located on a similar alignment in House plot 1. A 
number of other undated features identified in Trench 2 (House plot 3) included two 
linear gullies (204 and 208) and a stone structure (207) - possibly a hearth. 

5.2 In May 2008, archaeological monitoring undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology 
(Lincoln) c. 100m west of the current application site at 97 Main Street recorded a 
drainage ditch and two gullies of post-medieval date (PCAS 2008c). 

6.0 Aims & Methodology 

6.1 The mitigation scheme (PCA 2008a) was designed in collaboration with the North 
Lincolnshire Historic Environment Record (NLHER). It followed current best 
practice and appropriate national guidance including:  

 The Management of Archaeological Projects (MAP2), (English Heritage, 
 1991); 

 Code of Conduct (Institute of Field Archaeologists, 1994 as revised); 

 Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation (Institute of 
 Field  Archaeologists, 1994   as revised); 

 PPS5, Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning and the Historic Environment 
 (DCLG 2010, March 2010); 

 Standard Briefs for Archaeological Projects in Lincolnshire: Lincolnshire 
 Archaeology Handbook (Lincolnshire County Council, 1997, Last Rev. 
 2010); 

6.2 The excavation areas were accurately located by offsetting from known 
geographical points using long hand tapes. Initially, a JCB fitted with a wide 
toothless ditching blade and under archaeological supervision, was used to remove 
all topsoil, subsoil and underlying non-archaeological deposits in spits no greater 
than 20cm in depth. The process was repeated until the first archaeologically 
significant or natural horizon was exposed or until the levels outlined in Section 4.0 
of the approved WSI (PCA 2008). 

6.3 Archaeological features/deposits were sample excavated according to the 
stipulations of the brief and approved WSI; and context information recorded on 
standard Context Record Sheets. Archaeological deposits were drawn to an 
appropriate scale (1:10 or 1:20, or 1:50 for those extending over a wide area), in 
plan and in section, with Ordnance Datum heights being displayed on each class of 
drawing. 35mm colour and monochrome photography formed an integral part of the 
recording strategy.

6.4 The archaeological mitigation of the site was conducted in two phases: a strip, map 
and record exercise followed by archaeological monitoring. The proposed 
development comprised four house plots with an associated access road, garages 
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and services. The strip, map and record exercise was carried out in advance of the 
development of house plots 1 and 3 only (context nos. 100-138 and 300-306); a 
programme of archaeological monitoring and recording then took place on all 
subsequent groundworks on the site, including ground reduction and the 
excavation of foundations and service trenches (context nos. 001-030). 

6.5 Archaeological Work began on the site in May 2009 and continued until January 
2011 (Plate 1). An area measuring 5m2 was opened across the area of house plot 
1 and revealed the location of the previous evaluation trench in the southern half 
(PCAS 2008b). 

 

7.0 Results  

7.1 House Plot 1. 

7.1.1 This plot was subject to archaeological strip, map and record to a depth of 21.98 
AOD (the proposed development impact depth plus 150mm buffer). The plot 
included part of Trench 4, excavated during the 2008 evaluation (Fig. 3 and Plate 
2). All archaeological features exposed in Plot 1 were fully excavated. They 
included the further excavation of ditch [408] (excavated as [114]) in order to fully 
understand and record its nature; stone structure (404), (as [102]); and 
investigations to confirm the stratigraphic relationship between the two (Appendix 
3).  

7.1.2 The strip investigation of an adjacent parking area (to the northwest) was graded 
from 23.09m AOD in the north to 21.77m AOD in the south (impact depth plus 
150mm buffer). The excavation of the house plot strip footings was later subject to 
archaeological monitoring. 

7.1.3 Environmental sampling was conducted on the fills of stone built structure [102] in 
plot 1 to determine whether the provisional cess-pit interpretation was valid. Fills 
(126) and (134) of ditch cuts [127] and [110] respectively were also sampled for 
environmental remains. 

 

 Phase 1: East/west gullies 

7.1.4 The natural geology identified within the area of house plot 1 was light yellowish-
white weathered chalk containing pea gravel and patches of sandy clay (107) at c. 
22.90m AOD. Above this was mid orange-yellow sand recorded as a windblown 
deposit (106) (Fig. 4.1). A number of features were found cut into sand (106). The 
two earliest features encountered were two east/west-aligned gullies spaced c. 4 
metres apart. The northernmost gully [119] was 0.45m wide and 0.15m deep (see 
Fig. 3; Fig. 4.9, 4.10 and Plate 3). The fill (118) was grey-brown clayey sand 
containing abundant chalk fragments. 

7.1.5 Gully [127] to the south was 0.78m wide and 0.45m deep. When analysed, the 
brown-grey / orange-grey clayey sand fill (126), was found to contain a variety of 
environmental remains including charcoal, charred hazelnut shells and plant stems, 
charcoal and animal bone fragments; as well as woundwort, a plant used since the 
Middle Ages, as a highly valued healing herb (http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs/). 
Gully [127] was only identified at the bottom of a slightly later, much larger ditch or 
re-cut on the same east/west alignment [125] (see Fig. 3 and Fig. 4.1). This latter 
feature was traced for a length of 6 metres across Plot 1. It measured 2.40m wide 
and had a concave base and sloping sides. The fill (124) was brown-grey clayey 
sand and contained a single iron object.  
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 Phase 2: North/south-aligned linear features 

7.1.6 In the north-western corner of Plot 1, northern gully [119] was cut by a similar 
feature aligned north/south [117] (Fig. 4.8, 4.10). This gully was 0.38m wide and 
0.19m deep. The fill (116) was brownish-grey silty sand containing a high 
percentage (c. 30%) of chalk. 

7.1.7 Further east, gully [127] and later re-cut [125] were cut by three intercutting linear 
features aligned north/south that were traced for virtually the full length of the plot 
(see Fig. 3). The earliest of these (Phase 2a) was the western-most feature [108], 
a shallow gully measuring c.0.66m wide and 0.29m deep (Fig. 4.2 – 4.4 and plates 
4 & 5). The fill (121) was mid-orange-brown clayey sand devoid of finds. Gully [108] 
extended southwards from the driveway area at the northern end of the site, where 
it cut east/west features [119] and [125]. Further south, in the area of Plot 1, the 
feature curved westwards and was cut by the second (central) of the three 
north/south linears [109] (Fig. 4.3).  This feature (Phase 2b) was 1.30m wide and 
c.0.75m deep and had a u-shaped profile with a concave base. The fill (123) 
contained a single abraded sherd of Roman greyware pottery and pieces of animal 
bone (see Appendix 2.2). 

7.1.8 Ditch [109] broadly aligns with ditch [408] excavated in Trench 4 in 2008 and 
appears to represent part of the same linear feature, although no adjacent ditches 
were recorded (see Fig. 3). The southern extent of [109] was traced to the south of 
the backfilled 2008 Trench 4, where it was recorded as ditch [114] containing fill 
(113). The 2008 evaluation in Trench 4 recorded that ditch [408] was cut through 
the base of latrine structure [404], (PCAS 2008b, 5-6). However, this sequence was 
disputed in 2009, when a cut for the western wall of latrine [102] was recorded both 
in plan and section and clearly cut through ditch [109]; and subsoil (101) (see 
7.1.11 - 7.1.12 below and Fig 5.2).  

7.1.9 The latest of the three, north/south-aligned linear features (Phase 2c) was the 
easternmost ditch [110]. This feature was 1.55m wide and 0.85m deep (see Fig. 3 
and Figs. 4.2, 4.3). It had a sharp break of slope, relatively steep, stepped sides 
and a narrow u-shaped base. The ditch contained two fills. The primary fill (134) 
was confined to the western side of the ditch and was possibly the result of 
slumping from a bank on the western side –although this assumes that adjacent 
earlier ditch [109] was already infilled. Fill 134 contained a wide variety of plant 
remains, including cultivated oats, arable weeds and charred botanical remains 
indicative of the exploitation of wetland resources (see Appendix 2.1). The principal 
fill of ditch [110] was (122) comprising mid orange-brown sand that contained a 
single redeposited rim sherd of North Lincolnshire Gritty ware pottery of probable 
mid 11th to early 13th century date.  

7.1.10 Both gully [117] and east/west ditch [125] were cut by [129], representing either the 
terminus of a linear that extended outside the area of excavation or part of a large 
pit (Fig. 4.6 and Plate 6). The fill (128) was greyish-brown sandy clay containing a 
single fragment of cattle bone (see Appendix 2.3). This feature is possibly 
contemporary with later ditch [110].  

  

 Phase 3: Cess-pit structure 

7.1.11 The partial remains of a square or rectangular stone structure [102] probably 
representing a cess-tank or latrine were found cutting the latest (eastern-most) of 
the three ditches [110], (Figs. 5.1 and 5.2; Plates 7 & 8). This structure was first 
observed in 2008 in the south-facing section of Trench 4.  At that time it was 
recorded as two, parallel limestone walls [404] set c. 0.70 – 0.80m apart, with two 
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deposits or fills between them (403, overlain by 402). A single pottery sherd 
recovered from (402) was dated to the mid to late 12th century.  

7.1.12 Detailed excavation of this structure in 2009 confirmed the existence of two well-
built, north/south-aligned parallel walls [102], c. 1.20m long, c. 0.80m high and 
between c.0.30 – 0.40m wide. A construction cut [un-numbered] was recorded both 
in plan and section and clearly cut through ditch [109]; and subsoil (101) (see Fig. 
3 and Fig. 5.2). The south-facing elevation of the rear (north) wall was also 
observed upon excavation of the fill. The three surviving walls were all constructed 
of very roughly squared blocks of chalk or degraded limestone bonded using an off-
white/yellow loose lime mortar. They also included fragments of 16th - 18th century 
CBM (Appendix 2.3). The interior wall faces of the structure were finished, rather 
than the exterior faces. The western wall of the structure had collapsed somewhat 
and was splayed westwards. The southern wall of the latrine appears to have been 
removed during the 2008 evaluation or sometime previously. Five fills were 
excavated from the interior of the structure. The primary fill (133) was a grey silty 
deposit. No finds were recovered from this fill during excavation but when analysed, 
it contained a wealth of material including small fragments of medieval vessel glass, 
animal bone, iron nails, fish bone and flax textile (see Appendices 2.1 and 2.2). 
Above this was a very dark organic fill (132) containing 13th - 15th century roofing 
tile, animal bone, timber-sized pieces of oak charcoal and plant remains. Fill 132 
was overlain by (131) a 0.35m deep deposit of brown sandy clay, also with an 
organic component. A single sherd of pottery from this context was dated to the 
mid 4th to 9th centuries. Above (131) was orange-brown sandy clay fill (130). The 
uppermost fill of the structure was orange-brown clay-sand (120) containing 13th-
15th century CBM (Appendix 2.3).  

 Phase 3: Contemporary stone features 

7.1.13 In the central, eastern part of Plot 1, ditch [110] was cut by a narrow linear feature 
or slot [112] aligned east/west (Fig. 3, Fig. 4.1, 4.5 and Plate 9). The cut was c. 
0.70m wide and 0.40m deep. The fill (111) was brownish-grey clay-sand devoid of 
finds. The ephemeral remains of a stone and brick structure or part of a wall [104] 
containing 16th-18th century CBM fragments were found within the subsoil above 
the slot and appeared to respect the line of it, being confined to the top of fill (111). 
Another similar stone feature [103] was found c.2m to the south of this plate 10. 

7.1.14 Also post-dating ditch [110] was a large, semi-circular stone structure [105] located 
in the very northeast corner of the Plot 1 area strip (see Fig. 3 and Fig. 6 and 
plates 11 & 12). The structure probably formed one half of a roughly circular 
feature with a diameter of approximately 5.8 – 6 metres, although the eastern half 
extended outside Plot 1, beyond the site boundary. It was built of coarse un-
bonded chalk, two to three courses high and had well defined outer and inner 
edges. The wall itself was a metre wide, with the central portion consisting of an 
orange-brown clayey sand and rubble infill (138). A section excavated through the 
structure revealed that it was built by means of a construction cut [137] through 
subsoil (101) and also cutting the upper fill (122) of large north/south aligned ditch 
[110], which ran under its western edge (see Figs. 6.1 & 6.2). Sherds of 16th to 17th 
century pottery; clay tobacco pipe; and bird and animal bones were recovered from 
[105]. The structure probably represents the remains of a dovecote. To the south of 
the structure and post-dating it was a large spread of yellow-grey sandy clay (135), 
c. 0.25m deep and containing abundant fragments and flecks of chalk. This deposit 
possibly represents a demolition spread associated with the destruction of [105]. 
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 Plot 1 monitoring 

7.1.15 Plot 1 was located in the south-eastern corner of the site, with the western side part 
of the former tennis court and the eastern side within the area of the garden (see 
Fig. 2 and PCAS 2008b, Fig. 3). Plot 1 was aligned c. east/west and measured c. 
14m long and c. 9.5m wide (Fig. 7). The Plot 1 house footings were monitored in 
July 2010. Trench 4 of the 2008 evaluation was identified within the southern part 
of the house plot on the same alignment. The continuation of large north/south-
aligned ditch [408] excavated in Trench 4 was not identified within the Plot 1 
footings. The Plot 1 footings revealed c. 0.35m of natural light brownish-yellow 
sand and gravel (011), above which was a layer of slightly darker natural sand 
(010), c. 0.30m deep. The natural deposits on the eastern side of Plot 1 were 
overlain by mid-yellowish-brown silty sand subsoil (009). Only modern asphalt (008) 
and overburden was recorded above natural (010) in the northern footings.  

7.2 House Plot 2 

 Plot 2 monitoring 

7.2.1 Plot 2 was located in the south-western corner of the site in the area of the former 
garden and tennis court (see Fig. 2 and PCAS 2008b, Fig. 3). The Plot 2 house 
footings were excavated in July 2010 using a 180° wheeled excavator (JCB). Plot 2 
was aligned c. northwest/southeast and measured c. 11.5m long and c. 9m wide 
(Fig. 8). Evidence was found at the western end of the site for topsoil and subsoil 
that had previously been stockpiled, possibly during the construction of the former 
house on the site. The backfilled 2008 evaluation trench (T3) was identified within 
the western half of the plot. The strip footings for Plot 2 excavated under 
archaeological supervision measured c 0.60m wide and a maximum of 0.76m deep. 
Their sections revealed a lower subsoil deposit of yellowish-brown silty sand (006), 
a maximum of c. 0.50m deep. This was overlain by an upper subsoil deposit (005), 
up to c.0.20m deep and identical in colour to (006) but distinguished from it by 
frequent chalk flecks, CBM and coal pieces; and by greater compaction. On the 
western side of the plot, subsoil (005) was covered by c.0.30m of mid- to dark 
greyish-brown redeposited topsoil (004) containing fragments of asphalt, CBM and 
coal. Elsewhere, the upper subsoil (005) was covered by a thin deposit (c. 0.10m) 
of modern asphalt associated with the former tennis court on the site. 

7.3 House Plot 3 

Strip, map, record exercise 

7.3.1 Plot 3 was located in the north-western quadrant of the site in the area of the 
former gardens (see Fig. 2, Fig. 9 and Plate 13).  This plot was also subject to 
archaeological strip, map and record to a maximum depth of 20.65m AOD. This 
included a 5m2 archaeological excavation around a possible hearth feature [207] 
excavated in Trench 2 during the 2008 evaluation, in order to allow adequate 
recording of this and any other associated features. All archaeological features 
exposed were fully excavated. Further evidence was found relating to hearth 
structure [207] (see below). 

7.3.2 The natural sub-stratum identified within house plot 3 was mid yellow weathered 
chalk (306), (Fig. 10). Above this was mid brownish yellow sand (305) at 20.90-
20.91m AOD, containing a single sherd of 12th to early 13th century pottery (see 
Appendix 2.3). This deposit was identified in 2008 (202) between 21.30m AOD at 
the eastern end of Trench 2 and 21.10m AOD at the western end. Two small 
intrusive sherds of post-medieval pottery were recovered from the top of this 
deposit in 2008. 
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7.3.3 The 2008 sand deposit (202) was cut by two shallow gullies (204 and 206) aligned 
broadly east/west; the fill of the former (203) containing post-medieval pottery.  No 
linear features were encountered in Plot 3 during the mitigation phase. Above sand 
(305) was a circular deposit of mid orange-red sand (304), c. 0.12m deep and 
showing signs of burning (Plate 14). This was interpreted as a dump of burnt 
material. When analysed, this deposit was found to contain ash charcoal, heat-
affected quartz and hammerscale flakes associated with metalworking. Above the 
burnt sand and contained within the lower levels of overlying subsoil (301) was a 
spread of decayed rubble (302) interpreted as the remains of a demolished 
structure (Plate 15). This feature coincides with a possible limestone hearth [207] 
excavated in the very southwest corner of Trench 2 in 2008. The hearth, cut into 
sand 202, showed evidence of burning on some of the stones and on the 
underlying sand. Above subsoil 301 was another rubble deposit or fill (303) that 
had been used to backfill a 1.60m2 modern brick manhole or soakaway structure 
and was capped by a layer of brick and tarmac (Plate16). Elsewhere in Plot 3, the 
most recent deposit was dark blackish-brown topsoil (300), which sealed subsoil 
301 (see Fig. 10).  The equivalent deposits in Trench 2 in 2008 were subsoil (201), 
which sealed the two linear features; and topsoil (200).  

7.3.4 The excavation of the Plot 3 strip footings was also monitored and contingency 
provided to step out the foundation trench.  

 

 Plot 3 monitoring 

7.3.5 The Plot 3 house footings were excavated in July 2010 using a JCB. Plot 3 was 
aligned c. northeast/southwest and measured a maximum of c. 15m long and c. 
12m wide (see Fig. 2). Trench 2 of the 2008 evaluation was recorded crossing the 
north-eastern quadrant of the plot on a northwest/southeast alignment (Fig. 11). 
Sample sections 028 and 029 recorded in the south-western and north-eastern 
strip footings respectively show the earliest deposit as natural brownish-yellow 
sand with gravel lenses (014), overlain by yellowish-brown silty-sand subsoil (013); 
up to 0.28m deep.  The uppermost deposit recorded in Plot 3 was mid- to dark 
greyish-brown sandy-silt topsoil (012), up to 0.32m deep. No features were 
recorded in the footings of Plot 3 that might relate to the linear features recorded in 
Trench 2 in 2008, or to the features recorded in the excavation area to the 
southwest. 

7.4 House Plot 4 

 Plot 4 monitoring 

7.4.1 Plot 4 was the northern-most plot on the site, located to the west of the former 
access drive (see Fig. 2 and PCAS 2008b). Plot 4 was relatively L-shaped, 
measuring approximately 14m long and c. 11m wide (Fig. 12). The Plot 4 house 
footings were monitored in late July 2010. The negative evaluation trench (Trench 
1) of the 2008 evaluation was identified in the centre-east of the plot, aligned 
NNW/SSE. A single linear feature [020] aligned roughly north/south was identified 
in Plot 4 to the east of the backfilled trial trench. The feature, a shallow ditch or 
gully with very steep sides was c. 0.82m wide and c. 0.20m deep. It had been cut 
into natural mid-brownish-yellow silty sand (017). The ditch was traced across two 
parallel footings. It contained a single fill (019) comprising mid greyish-brown sandy 
silt with veins of yellowish-brown coarse sand. Ditch [020] was sealed by yellowish-
brown subsoil (016) with extensive tree roots; up to 0.68m deep. Above this was 
dark greyish-brown topsoil (015), c. 0.40m deep and also with extensive tree 
rooting. This deposit contained 17th- to 18th-century pottery (Appendix 2.3). The 
uppermost layer recorded in the footings of Plot 4 was a compacted surface of 
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foundry slag containing sand and gravel (018). This layer was the residue of the 
former access road on the site.  

7.5 Site-wide archaeological monitoring 

Soakway pit 

7.5.1 House plots 1 and 3 underwent a Strip, Map & Record exercise throughout May 
2009, in advance of development. Archaeological work resumed in June 2010 in 
the form of archaeological monitoring during groundworks. The first work to be 
monitored was the excavation of a 1m2 percolation / soakaway test-pit, which was 
excavated by machine in the central-southern part of the site, between house plots 
1 and 2 (Fig. 13 and Plate 17). The first attempt to dig this pit was unsuccessful, 
due to the presence of buried concrete foundations associated with the former 
building on the site. The test pit revealed three deposits (Fig. 14.1 and Plate 18): at 
the base of the 1.60m deep test pit was a 0.55m deep natural deposit of brownish-
yellow sand (003). Above this was a 0.70m deep deposit of mid-brown sandy silt 
subsoil (002), into which the concrete foundations had been placed. The uppermost 
layer in the test-pit was mid-greyish-brown sandy-silt topsoil, c. 0.35m deep (001). 

 

Services 

7.5.2 In August 2010 a programme of monitoring was conducted during the excavation of 
services on the site. The service trenches, all excavated by machine were c. 1m 
wide and ranged between c.0.30m and 0.90m deep, depending on the site 
topography. The principal service trench extended between all four plots and was 
supplemented by shorter runs servicing individual plots (see Fig. 13). No 
archaeological features or deposits were observed during the monitoring of the 
service runs. The recorded sequence comprised a lower deposit of orange-brown 
subsoil (023), overlain by a mid-brown upper subsoil layer, up to 0.34m deep (022). 
Above this was dark greyish-brown topsoil or garden soil (021) up to 0.28m deep 
(Figs. 14.2 – 14.5). Between plots 1 and 2, the topsoil was absent and replaced by 
a modern gravel surface, 0.20m deep (030). Two sherds of 18th-century pottery 
were recovered from topsoil (021) in Plot 3 (Appendix 2.3). 

7.5.3 The final monitoring on the site was carried out in November 2010 during the 
machine excavation of four manhole shafts (see Fig. 13 and Figs. 14.6 – 14.9). Six 
contexts were recorded in total; the natural consisted of orange-yellow silty sand 
with frequent chalk pebbles (025). In the northern part of the site the natural was 
overlain by a dark brownish-grey sandy levelling layer, c. 1.10m deep (026).  At the 
southern end of the site, the natural (025) was overlain by two successive subsoils: 
a light brownish-orange subsoil (028) and, above it, a dark brownish-orange subsoil 
(029). The subsoil deposits at both ends of the site were covered by a layer of dark 
greyish-brown topsoil (024). The uppermost deposit recorded in the manhole shaft 
excavations was a layer of gravel bedding (027) associated with the former tennis 
court. 

8.0 Discussion and conclusion 

8.1 The strip, map and record excavation in Plot 1 contained the most complex 
archaeology on the site, with at least three discrete phases represented. The 
earliest features, two parallel gullies, contained no dating evidence.  

8.2 Later earth-cut features in Plot 1 consisted of three successive, north-south-aligned 
ditches that were traced for virtually the full length of the plot. The earliest of these 
was undated, the second contained Roman and likely intrusive 16th-18th century 
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material; and the third was a substantial ditch containing only a residual sherd of 
11th-13th century pottery.  Contrary to the 2008 interpretation, this eastern-most 
ditch was clearly cut for the insertion of latrine structure [102]. The walls of this 
structure included fragments of 16th-18th century CBM. Detailed environmental 
assessment and analyses of the latrine fills has revealed evidence of domestic 
waste typical of medieval and post-medieval sites but possibly relating to a high-
status site; as well as the exploitation of wetland resources and the use of turves as 
fuel. A number of twill-woven linen fragments from the latrine offer an extremely 
valuable contribution to the study of medieval cloth (Appendix 2.1 and 2.2). 

8.3 A number of other late stone and brick features on the site in the form of wall 
segments and a well-built circular platform, probably a dovecote, are possibly 
contemporary with the latrine. All of these structures contained fragments of 16th to 
18th century brick and tile. Excavation of the circular structure also recovered 
sherds of 16th to 17th century pottery; clay tobacco pipe; and bird and animal 
bones. It is interesting to note that the overwhelming majority of the bone 
assemblage from the latrine comprised bird bones, with domestic fowl, pigeon and 
sparrow being represented (see Appendix 2.2), perhaps providing further evidence 
of contemporaneity of these structures.   

8.4 A strip, map and record excavation in Plot 3 revealed a dump of burnt sand 
containing ash, charcoal and hammerscale flakes associated with metalworking. 
Above this were the remains of part of a limestone hearth structure. The latest 
deposits in this area were subsoil, topsoil and a modern, rubble-filled soakway. No 
other evidence for metal-working was found on the site and the dump of sand was 
probably derived or imported from somewhere further east. 

8.5 Archaeological monitoring during the excavation of strip footings in Plots 1, 2 and 3 
recorded natural sands overlain by  two discrete subsoil deposits, redeposited 
topsoil and modern asphalt associated with the former tennis court on the site. No 
features were recorded in the Plot 3 footings that related to the features recorded in 
the strip, map and record excavation to the southwest. Monitoring in Plot 4 
revealed a single shallow gully cut into natural and containing 17th- to 18th-century 
pottery   

8.6 No archaeological features or deposits were observed during the monitoring of the 
service runs or manhole shafts. 

8.7 The archaeological mitigation work at 2 Church Lane Bonby has shown that the 
site formed part of a high status post-medieval (and possibly late medieval) 
settlement area or habitation. This is particularly evident from the latrine and from 
the assemblages and artefacts it contained; and from the dovecote. The location of 
these features on the eastern edge of the site and the absence of similar 
archaeology to the west suggests that the focus of this settlement was to the 
immediate east of the site.    

9.0 Site Archive 

9.1 The documentary and physical archive for this scheme is currently in the 
possession of Pre-Construct Archaeological Services Ltd. This will be deposited 
with North Lincolnshire Museum within six months of submittal of this report under 
the unique NLHER Accession Number BYAL.   
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12.0   Plates  

 

 
1. General view of the site, looking SW 
 
 

 
2. Plot 1 prior to excavation, looking south 
 
 

 
3. Gully 119, looking west 
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4. Intercutting ditches 108/109/110, looking south 
 
 

 
5. Ditch 125, and gully 127, looking east 
 
 

 
6. Terminus 129, looking west 
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7. Latrine structure 102, looking northwest 
 
 

 
8. Latrine structure 102, looking east 
 
 

 
9. Linear slot 112, looking east 
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10. Stone wall feature [103], looking east 
 

 
11. Circular structure 105, looking north, northwest 
 

 
12. Circular structure 105, looking north 
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13. Plot 3 prior to topsoil stripping 
 
 

 
14. Plot 3, section through burnt sand 304 looking east 
 
 

 
15. Plot 3, section through hearth 302 looking east 
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16. Plot 3 strip, map looking west 
 

 
17. View of location for soakaway pit, looking southwest 
 

 
18. South-facing section of soakaway pit 
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Figures 
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Figure:1. Site location plan (scale 1:2500). O.S. Copyright licence No. 100049278.



Fig. 2. Site layout plan showing locations of house plots 1-4 and 2008 trial trenches 1-6. 
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Figure: 3. Area of House Plot 1 showing locations of features and excavated sections.
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Figure: 7. Plot 1 footings and sections recorded during archaeological monitoring.
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Figure: 8. Plot 2 footings and sections recorded during archaeological monitoring.
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Figure: 9. Plan of Plot 3 features recorded during strip, map record.
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Figure: 10. Plot 3 sections recorded during strip, map record
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Figure: 11. Plot 3 footings and sections recorded during archaeological monitoring.
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Figure: 12. Plot 4 footings and sections recorded during archaeological monitoring.
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Appendix 1. Context summary 

Context 
No. Type Location Description Finds/Dating Sample 

House Plot 1 
100 Layer Plot 1 Blackish-brown clayey sand topsoil with 

frequent angular stone, up to 0.35m deep. 
Modern  

101 Layer Plot 1 Mid greyish-brown clayey sand subsoil with 
frequent angular stone, up to 0.40m deep. 
Level: 22.71-75m & 23.17-27m AOD. 

Pottery, animal 
bone, CBM 

 

102 Structure Plot 1 Chalk block and brick lining of latrine pit, 
previously seen during evaluation. Level: 
22.76-91m AOD (top).  

Brick, CBM  

103 Structure Plot 1 Remnant of N-S oriented chalk block 
structure. Level: 23.07-09m AOD (top). 

-  

104 Structure Plot 1 Remnant of right-angled chalk block and 
brick foundation to N of structure 103. Level: 
23.14-25m AOD (top). 

Brick, CBM  

105 Structure Plot 1 Curved chalk block wall: probably annular in 
plan, but extends outside excavated area. 
Within construction cut 137; interior filled by 
rubble 138. Level: 23.41-55m AOD (top). 

Pottery, bone, 
CBM, clay 
tobacco pipe 

 

106 Layer Plot 1 Mid-orange-yellow windblown sand deposit, 
up to 0.70m deep. Level: 22.71-83m AOD. 

-  

107 Layer Plot 1 Natural weathered chalk below sand layer 
106. Level: 22.04m AOD. 

-  

108 Cut Plot 1 N-S running linear feature with U-shaped 
profile, 0.66m+ wide x 0.29m deep, cutting 
windblown sand 106, filled by 121.  

n/a  

109 Cut Plot 1 N-S running linear feature with U-shaped 
profile, 1.30m+ wide x 0.73m deep, truncating 
feature 108, filled by 123, truncated by linear 
feature 110. Level: 21.93m AOD (base). 

n/a  

110 Cut Plot 1 N-S running linear feature with V-shaped 
profile, 1.55m wide x 0.85m deep, truncating 
feature 109; filled by 122 and 134. Level: 
21.78m AOD (base). 

n/a  

111 Fill Plot 1 Mid-brownish-grey clayey sand fill in linear 
feature 112.  

-  

112 Cut Plot 1 E-W running linear feature, 0.68m wide x 
0.40m deep, cutting feature 110. 

n/a  

113 Fill Plot 1 Mid-greyish-brown clayey sand fill in linear 
feature 114. Level: 22.09m AOD (top). 

Pottery, bone  

114 Cut Plot 1 Continuation of linear feature 109, separated 
from it by cut of evaluation trench [408]; 
1.45m wide x 0.31m deep. Level: 21.78m 
AOD (base). 

n/a  

115 Layer Plot 1 Mid-brownish-orange clayey sand levelling 
layer on E side of plot; 0.28m deep; removed 
by machine. Level: 23.31m AOD (top). 

Brick  

116 Fill Plot 1 Mid-brownish-grey silty sand with abundant 
chalk fragments, filling linear feature 117. 
Level: 22.55m AOD (top). 

-  

117 Cut Plot 1 Shallow N-S running linear feature, 0.38m 
wide x 0.09m deep, cutting linear feature 
119. Level: 22.45m AOD (base). 

n/a  

118 Fill Plot 1 Mid-greyish-brown clayey sand with 
abundant chalk fragments, filling linear 
feature 119. Level: 22.58m AOD (top). 
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Context 
No. Type Location Description Finds/Dating Sample 

119 Cut Plot 1 Shallow E-W running linear feature, 0.45m 
wide x 0.15m deep, cut by features 117 and 
106. Level: 22.45m AOD (base). 

n/a  

120 Fill Plot 1 Mid-orange-brown sandy clay sealing latrine 
102, above fill 130. Depth varies from 0.37m 
to 0.66m. Level: 22.83m AOD (top). 

Pottery, bone, 
tile, slate 

 

121 Fill Plot 1 Mid-orange-brown clayey sand fill of linear 
feature 108, truncated by linear feature 109. 
Level: 22.50m AOD (top). 

Iron object  

122 Fill Plot 1 Mid-greyish-brown to mid-orange-brown 
clayey sand upper fill in linear feature 110, 
overlying fill 134. Level: 22.53m AOD (top). 

Pottery  

123 Fill Plot 1 Mid-greyish-brown clayey sand fill in linear 
feature 109 (corresponds to 113); chalk 
inclusions concentrated at the base of the fill. 
Level: 22.64m AOD (top). 

Pottery, bone  

124 Fill Plot 1 Mid-brownish-grey clayey sand fill in linear 
feature 125. Level: 22.46m AOD (top). 

Iron object  

125 Cut Plot 1 Large E-W running linear feature, 2.40m wide 
x 0.52m deep; re-cut of linear feature 127 

n/a  

126 Fill Plot 1 Mid-brownish-grey to mid-orange-grey clayey 
sand fill in linear feature 127 

- <5> 

127 Cut Plot 1 Base of E-W running linear feature, survives 
to 0.78m wide x 0.45m deep, truncated 
above by re-cut 125 

n/a  

128 Fill Plot 1 Mid-greyish-brown sandy clay fill in pit 129 Bone  
129 Cut Plot 1 Large, oval pit or terminus, 1.90m x 1.30m x 

0.64m, cutting features 117 and 125. Level: 
21.84m AOD (base). 

n/a  

130 Fill Plot 1 Mid-orange-brown sandy clay fill, 0.25m 
deep, in latrine 102, below fill 120 and above 
fill 131. Contained frequent mortar fragments. 

-  

131 Fill Plot 1 Mid- to dark brown sandy clay fill with organic 
(cess) component, 0.20m deep, in latrine 
102, below fill 130 and above fill 132. 
Contained a large chalk block and a fragment 
of slate, probably derived from demolition of 
the outhouse structure. 

- <2> 

132 Fill Plot 1 Very dark brown organic material, up to 
0.13m deep, in latrine 102 below fill 131 and 
above fill 133. 

Pottery, bone, 
CBM 

<3> 

133 Fill Plot 1 Mid-grey, clean-looking sandy silt primary fill 
of latrine 102, 0.12m deep, below fill 132 

- <4> 

134 Fill Plot 1 Lower fill of ditch 110, below fill 122: dark 
greyish-brown clayey sand, 0.60m deep 

- <6> 

135 Layer Plot 1 Mid-greyish-brown sandy clay with abundant 
chalk flecks and fragments and common 
mortar flecks, to S of structure 105. Extends 
beyond excavated area; 0.25m deep. Level: 
23.36m AOD (top). 

-  

136 Fill Plot 1 Mid-blackish-brown to greyish-brown clayey 
sand fill in construction cut 137, abutting wall 
105 

  

137 Cut Plot 1 Construction cut for curved wall 105, 0.33m 
deep; extends beyond excavated area; also 
contains fill 136 

n/a  
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Context 
No. Type Location Description Finds/Dating Sample 

138 Fill Plot 1 Mid-orange-brown clayey sand with rubble 
within curved wall 105. Level: 23.44 - 48m 
AOD. 

  

House Plot 3 
300 Layer Plot 3 Blackish-brown silty sand topsoil, 0.25m 

deep. Level: 21.79 - 21.97m AOD (top). 
Modern  

301 Layer Plot 3 Mid-greyish-brown silty sand subsoil. Level: 
21.09m - 21.70m AOD. 

Pottery  

302 Layer Plot 3 Dump of chalk rubble within subsoil 301, near 
the base of the layer: may represent a 
demolished structure. Level: 21.08m AOD. 

-  

303 Fill Plot 3 Rubble backfill of manhole. Level: 21.09m 
AOD. 

Modern  

304 Layer Plot 3 Disturbed deposit of heat-affected sand, 
0.80m x 0.62m x 0.08m: appears to have 
been dumped, not burned in situ. Level: 
20.77m AOD. 

- <1> 

305 Layer Plot 3 Mid-brownish-yellow (windblown?) sand, 
0.20m deep. Level: 20.90m AOD. 

Pottery 
(medieval) 

 

306 Layer Plot 3 Natural weathered chalk. Level: 20.87m 
AOD. 

-  

Archaeological monitoring 
001 Layer Test 

soakaway 
Mid-greyish-brown sandy silt topsoil, up to 
0.35m deep 

Modern  

002 Layer Test 
soakaway 

Mid-brown sandy silt subsoil, up to 0.65m 
deep 

  

003 Layer Test 
soakaway 

Natural light- to mid-brownish-yellow sand    

004 Layer Plot 2 Mid- to dark greyish-brown silty sand topsoil, 
up to 0.30m deep 

Modern: 
contained 
fragments of 
asphalt, CBM 
and coal 

 

005 Layer Plot 2 Mid-yellowish-brown silty sand upper subsoil 
layer; up to 0.22m deep 

  

006 Layer Plot 2 Mid-yellowish-brown silty sand lower subsoil 
layer: up to 0.38m deep 

  

007 Layer Plot 2 Natural light- to mid-brownish-yellow sand    
008 Layer Plot 2 Hard surface of former tennis court; 0.10m 

deep 
Modern  

009 Layer Plot 1 Mid-yellowish-brown silty sand subsoil layer; 
up to 0.25m deep 

  

010 Layer Plot 1 Natural light- to mid-brownish-yellow sand    
011 Layer Plot 1 Natural light brownish-yellow sand and gravel 

below layer 010  
  

012 Layer Plot 3 Mid- to dark greyish-brown sandy silt topsoil, 
up to 0.32m deep 

Modern  

013 Layer Plot 3 Mid-yellowish-brown silty sand subsoil layer; 
up to 0.28m deep 

  

014 Layer Plot 3 Natural mid-brownish-yellow sand with gravel 
lenses  

  

015 Layer Plot 4 Mid- to dark greyish-brown sandy silt topsoil; 
extensive tree rooting; up to 0.40m deep 

Modern  

016 Layer Plot 4 Mid-yellowish-brown silty sand subsoil; 
extensive tree rooting; up to 0.68m deep 

  

017 Layer Plot 4 Natural mid-brownish-yellow silty sand    
018 Layer Plot 4 Compacted slag surface of access road to 

former dwelling 
Modern  
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Context 
No. Type Location Description Finds/Dating Sample 

019 Fill Plot 4 Fill of linear feature 020: mid greyish-brown 
sandy silt with veins of yellowish-brown 
coarse sand 

  

020 Cut Plot 4 N-S aligned linear feature with very steep 
sides, seen cutting natural 017; 0.82m wide x 
0.40m deep 

n/a  

021 Layer Service 
trench for 
Plot 3 

Dark greyish-brown silty sand topsoil, up to 
0.28m deep 

Modern; 
pottery 
retrieved 

 

022 Layer Service 
trench for 
Plot 3 

Mid-brown sandy silt upper subsoil layer, up 
to 0.34m deep 

  

023 Layer Service 
trench for 
Plot 3 

Mid-orange-brown sandy silt lower subsoil 
layer, below layer 022: excavated to a depth 
of 0.30m, base not reached 

  

024 Layer Manhole 
pits 

Dark greyish-brown sandy silt topsoil Modern  

025 Layer Manhole 
pits 

Natural orange-yellow silty sand with frequent 
chalk pebbles 

  

026 Layer Manhole 
pits 

Dark brownish-grey silty sand levelling layer 
below topsoil 024; 1.10m deep 

  

027 Layer Manhole 
pits 

Gravel bedding layer for tennis court Modern  

028 Layer Manhole 
pits 

Light brownish-orange silty sand below layer 
029 

  

029 Layer Manhole 
pits 

Dark brownish-orange silty sand below 
topsoil 024 

  

030 Layer Service 
trench 
between 
Plots 1 
and 2 

Gravel surface, 0.20m deep Modern  
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Appendix 2. Specialist reports 

 2.1.  Palaeoenvironmental Assessment by Archaeological Services Durham University 

 2.2 Plant macrofossil, animal bone, fish bone and textile analysis by Archaeological 
 Services Durham University  

2.3 Ceramic Finds by Dr A. Irving 

2.4  The Faunal Remains by Paul Cope-Faulkner 

2.5 Glass fragments assessment by Dr Rachel Tyson 

 





































































2 Church Lane, Bonby, North Lincolnshire (BYAL09)

CERAMIC FINDS

Dr Anne Irving

THE POTTERY

Introduction

All the material was recorded at archive level in accordance with the guidelines laid out in Darling (2004),
Slowikowski et al. (2001) and to conform to Lincolnshire County Council's Archaeology Handbook. The
pottery codenames (Cname) are in accordance with the established type series for North Lincolnshire. A total
of 14 sherds from 14 vessels, weighing 268 grams was recovered from the site.

Methodology

The material was laid out and viewed in context order. Sherds were counted and weighed by individual
vessel within each context. The pottery was examined visually and using x20 magnification. This information
was then added to an Access database. An archive list of the pottery is included in Table 1. The pottery
ranges in date from the Roman to the post-medieval period.

Condition

Most of the pottery appears to be re-deposited. Soot and carbonized food deposits indicate vessels used for
domestic tasks such as cooking.

Results

Table 1, Pottery Archive



Range

A single Roman greyware sherd from a shallow dish or bowl was recovered from (123). Eight sherds of
medieval pottery are present; all are types commonly found in assemblages from North Lincolnshire. Most fall
into a mid 11th to early 13th century date range. Five sherds date to the post-medieval period (BL, GRE,
LERTH, STSL).

Potential

All the pottery is stable and poses no problems for long-term storage. No further work is required on the
assemblage.

CERAMIC BUILDING MATERIAL

Introduction

All the material was recorded at archive level in accordance with the guidelines laid out by the ACBMG (2001)
and to conform to Lincolnshire County Council's Archaeology Handbook. A total of 20 fragments of ceramic
building material, weighing 3660 grams was recovered from the site.

Methodology

The material was laid out and viewed in context order. Fragments were counted and weighed within each
context. The ceramic building material was examined visually and using x20 magnification. This information
was then added to an Access database. An archive list of the ceramic building material is included in Table 2.

Condition

Overall the fragments are in fresh condition and comprise large fragments. Some smaller, abraded fragments
can be discarded.

Results

Table 2, Ceramic Building Material Archive



Range

Medieval

Six fragments of medieval roof tile are present. All have a very fine fabric and finger smeared surfaces. Two
fragments have been trimmed post-firing, possible for use as garden borders.

Post-medieval

Four handmade bricks have a calcareous fabric and evidence for being sand moulded. These probably date
between the 16th and 18th centuries.

Potential

All the material is stable and poses no problem for long-term storage; flakes and very abraded fragments
have been identified for discard. No further work is required.

PROVENANCE

Plot 1

Medieval and post-medieval brick and pottery were retrieved from plot 1. A single Roman rim sherd came
from feature [109].

Plot 3

A single sherd of Late Humbeware was present in the subsoil (301) and an early medieval Beverley ware
came from layer (305). Post medieval pottery came from the service trench for Plot 3 context (021).

Plot 4

Post medieval pottery was retrieved from context (015)

CONTEXT DATES

The dating in Table 3 is based on the evidence provided by the finds detailed above.

Table 3, Spot dates



ABBREVIATIONS

REFERENCES

Draft Minimum Standards for the Recovery, Analysis and Publication of Ceramic Building Material

Lincolnshire Archaeological Handbook

Journal of Roman Pottery Studies

Minimum Standards for the Processing, Recording,
Analysis and Publication of Post-Roman Ceramics
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THE FAUNAL REMAINS
By Paul Cope-Faulkner

Introduction
A total of 13 (325g) fragments of animal bone were recovered from stratified contexts during investigations at Church
Lane, Bonby. The faunal remains were laid out in context order and reference made to published catalogues (e.g.
Schmid 1972; Hillson 2003).

Provenance
The animal bone was retrieved from layers (101 and 120), a chalk wall (105), a ditch fill (123), a pit fill (128) and the
fill of a latrine (132).

Condition
The overall condition of the remains was good to moderate, averaging at grades 2-3 on the Lyman Criteria (1996). The
bird bone from (132) was in very poor condition, possibly due to its disposal in a latrine.

Results
Table 1, Fragments Identified to Taxa

Summary
Horse, cattle and bird (probably chicken) are present with no sheep/goat easily identified in the assemblage. All the
bone was collected from Plot 1 which may indicate a preferred area for waste disposal during the (largely) post-
medieval period. The bone should be retained as part of the site archive.

References
Hillson, S, 2003 Mammal Bones and Teeth. An introductory guide to methods of identification (London)

Lyman, RL, 1996 Vertebrate Taphonomy, Cambridge Manuals in Archaeology (Cambridge)

Schmid, E, 1972 Atlas of Animal Bones (Amsterdam, London, New York: Elsevier)
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Appendix 4. OASIS form 

OASIS DATA COLLECTION FORM: 
England 
  List of Projects  | Manage Projects | Search Projects | New project | Change your details | HER 
coverage | Change country | Log out  

 

Printable version 

OASIS ID: preconst3-119004 

Project details  
 

Project name 2 Church Lane Bonby  

Short description 
of the project 

Pre-Construct Archaeological Services Ltd (PCAS) were commissioned by J. 
Derbyshire Design Partnership (Agent) to undertake a scheme of archaeological 
mitigation on land at 2, Church Lane, Bonby, Lincolnshire (centred on NGR: TA 
0029 1542). The archaeological mitigation work conducted between May 2009 and 
February 2011 showed that the site formed part of a high status post-medieval 
(and possibly late medieval) settlement area or habitation. This is particularly 
evident from the latrine and from the assemblages and artefacts it contained; and 
from the dovecote. The location of these features on the eastern edge of the site 
and the absence of similar archaeology to the west suggests that the focus of this 
settlement was to the immediate east of the site.  

Project dates Start: 01-05-2009 End: 28-02-2012  

Previous/future 
work 

Yes / No  

Any associated 
project reference 
codes 

TCBL 08 - Sitecode  

Any associated 
project reference 
codes 

BYAL - Museum accession ID  

Any associated 
project reference 
codes 

BYAL 09 - Sitecode  

Any associated 
project reference 

PA/2008/0118 - Planning Application No.  
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codes 

Type of project Recording project  

Site status None  

Current Land use Other 14 - Recreational usage  

Current Land use Other 2 - In use as a building  

Current Land use Other 5 - Garden  

Monument type GULLY Uncertain  

Monument type DITCH Post Medieval  

Monument type LATRINE Post Medieval  

Monument type DOVECOTE Post Medieval  

Monument type HEARTH Medieval  

Significant Finds TEXTILE Post Medieval  

Significant Finds PLANT REMAINS Post Medieval  

Significant Finds CERAMIC Roman  

Significant Finds CERAMIC Medieval  

Significant Finds CERAMIC Post Medieval  

Significant Finds FISH BONE Post Medieval  

Investigation type 'Part Excavation','Watching Brief'  

Prompt Planning condition  

Prompt Evaluation  



 

Pre-Construct Archaeological Services Ltd 31  
 
 

Project location  
 

Country England 

Site location NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE BONBY 2 Church Lane, 
Bonby  

Postcode DN20 0PS  

Study area 0.30 Hectares  

Site coordinates TA 0029 1542 53.6254535492 -0.483392448349 53 37 31 N 000 29 00 W Point  

Height OD / 
Depth 

Min: 21.50m Max: 24.00m  

Project creators  
 

Name of 
Organisation 

Pre-Construct Archaeological Services Ltd  

Project brief 
originator 

Local Planning Authority (with/without advice from County/District Archaeologist)  

Project design 
originator 

Pre-Construct Archaeological Services Ltd  

Project 
director/manager 

Will Munford  

Project supervisor S A Savage  

Type of 
sponsor/funding 
body 

Developer  

Project archives  
 

Physical Archive 
recipient 

North Lincolnshire Museum  

Physical Archive 
ID 

BYAL  
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Physical Contents 'Animal Bones','Ceramics','Environmental','Glass','Metal','Textiles'  

Digital Archive 
recipient 

North Lincolnshire Museum  

Digital Archive ID BYAL  

Digital Contents 'Stratigraphic','other'  

Digital Media 
available 

'Database','Images raster / digital photography','Spreadsheets'  

Paper Archive 
recipient 

North Lincolnshire Museum  

Paper Archive ID BYAL  

Paper Contents 'other'  

Paper Media 
available 

'Context sheet','Diary','Matrices','Photograph','Plan','Report','Section'  

Entered by Karen Francis (karen@pre-construct.co.uk) 

Entered on 8 February 2012 

 

  

OASIS: 
Please e-mail English Heritage for OASIS help and advice  
© ADS 1996-2006 Created by Jo Gilham and Jen Mitcham, email Last modified Friday 3 February 2006 
Cite only: /d1/export/home/web/oasis/form/print.cfm for this page 

 

 

 


