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Summary 

Full planning permission was granted for the erection of 8 two storey dwellings on land 
adjacent to 25 Manby Street, Lincoln. A scheme of archaeological attendance and recording 
was a condition of this planning permission. 

No archaeological features or deposits were revealed during the works. A series of modern 
levelling deposits were revealed on site. All finds recovered from the ground works were 
modern and not retained. 

 

 

 

The Site 

Figure 1: Location of the development site at scale 1:25,000.(OS 
mapping © Crown copyright. All rights reserved. PCAS licence no. 
100049278). 
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1.0 Introduction 

Pre-Construct Archaeological Services Ltd (PCAS) was commissioned by Mr Mark 
Henderson on behalf of The Newport Lark LLP to carry out a scheme of archaeological 
attendance and recording on land adjacent to 25 Manby Street, Lincoln.  

2.0 Location and description (Figs. 1 and 2) 

The proposed development site is located on the north side of Manby Street in the south of 
Lincoln City, between the River Witham (to the west) and Newark Road (to the east), centred 
on NGR: SK 9684 6885.  

The site is bordered to the east by no. 25 Manby Street; to the west by another adjacent 
residential property; to the north by the rear gardens of residential properties of 24-40 
Russell Street; and to the south by Manby Street.  

The site currently contains three disused out-buildings or garages, the rear part of No. 25 
Manby Street and open rough ground. The site is fairly flat and is located between the 5m- 
10m contours. 

3.0 Geology  

The BGS shows the solid geology underlying Manby Street as the Scunthorpe Mudstone 
Formation and Charmouth Mudstone Formation (Undifferentiated) - Mudstone. This is a 
sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 190 to 210 million years ago, during the Jurassic 
and Triassic Periods in a local environment previously dominated by shallow lime-mud seas 
(http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/). The superficial (drift) deposits recorded in the area of the site 
are Quaternary River Terrace Deposits, 1: Sand and Gravel. To the immediate west of 
Manby Street are Alluvial deposits of Clay, Silt, Sand and Gravel associated with the River 
Witham. 

4.0 Planning background 

On 29/06/2011, a planning application was registered with City of Lincoln Council by Mr Mark 
Henderson, acting on behalf of The Newport Lark LLP, for the ‘erection of 8 two storey 
dwellings’ (Planning Application No.: 2011/0875/F).  

On 28/07/2011, City of Lincoln Council granted full conditional planning permission for the 
proposed development. An archaeological condition for a scheme of attendance and 
recording was attached to the planning permission. 

5.0 Archaeological and historical background 

The archaeological and historical background was comprehensively covered in the 
specification for these works. The information below was taken from this specification 
(Francis 2012). 

The site is located within Lincoln City’s Newark Road Character Area, but does not lie within 
any of the City’s designated Conservation Areas. 

During the prehistoric period the site probably lay within wetlands associated with the River 
Witham. Sporadic finds of early prehistoric flints have been made in Lincoln, with most 
prehistoric material retrieved from the low-lying land near the river (Jones & Stocker, 2003).  
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During the Roman period, the proposed development site lay on the west side of the route of 
the ‘Fosse Way’, a Roman Military [60-90 AD] road that joined with Ermine Street, north of 
the Newark Road Character Area to provide the main southerly access route into the Roman 
fort and later Colonia [90-410 BC], (http://www.lincoln.gov.uk/).  

During the High Medieval Era [850-1350 AD]. The Newark Road Character Area was re-
settled, and the current High Street in the north was re-established on the approximate route 
of the former ‘Fosse Way’ (http://www.lincoln.gov.uk/). It is likely that much of the land here 
was rural in character at this time. Use of lower-lying land was probably governed by the 
seasonal regimes of the River Witham, and it is likely that large parts of the area consisted of 
water meadows, grazed and exploited for their natural resources.  

Land on the west side of Newark Road, from the Sincil Dyke, as far south as approximately 
number 283 Newark Road, formed part of St. Katherine’s Priory and the Hospital of St. 
Sepulchre estate, a Gilbertine Priory founded in the High Medieval Era. This included the 
area of the proposed development site. The large estate had an associated grange to the 
south, Southgarth Grange, suggesting that much of the land to the west of Newark Road 
(i.e., including the site), was farmed as part of the Priory’s estate. The priory also had several 
fisheries along the River Witham, and it is likely that the institution altered the course of the 
river (e.g. embanked and straightened) during the High Medieval and Early Modern Eras, 
and some of these alterations may be incorporated into the river’s current course. After the 
dissolution of the monasteries in the Early Modern Era, the Priory’s estate became the 
property of the Duke of Suffolk (http://www.lincoln.gov.uk/). 

Housing to the rear of properties fronting Newark Road represents the consolidation of linear 
development along the road during the Late Victorian/Edwardian and ensuing Inter-War, 
Post-War, and Modern Periods. During the 20th century, remaining open space in the 
Newark Road Character Area, as well as some industrial sites, were redeveloped primarily 
for housing.  

A 6-inch map of Lincoln by Dewhirst and Nichols and dating to 1839 (not illustrated), shows 
the area just north of the site as comprising open, undeveloped fields (Mills and Wheeler 
2004, 36-7). 

The 1:2500 OS map of 1889 (http://www.lincoln.gov.uk/), shows Manby Street but the area of 
the proposed development site is shown as undeveloped. The 1:2500 OS map of 1907 
(http://www.lincoln.gov.uk/), and a Lincoln City Town map dating to 1920 both show Manby 
Street and the proposed development site as developed (Mills and Wheeler 2004, 108). The 
site originally lay within Bracebridge Parish, later absorbed within the City of Lincoln. 

The Lincoln Townscape Assessment (2005-2009) project characterised the entire City of 
Lincoln Council authority area, developing and applying a new method for urban 
characterisation in the process. The majority of the townscape of this area is divided up into 
continuous rows of Late Victorian/Edwardian terraces aligned off Newark Road and an area 
of small/medium scale public and private Modern apartment blocks and housing bordering 
the River Witham. Late Victorian/Edwardian and Modern buildings along Newark Road 
include a mixture of residential and commercial properties, as well as some public buildings 
(http://www.lincoln.gov.uk/) 

4 Boultham Park, a Grade II listed Registered Park & Garden, is located approximately 250m 
west of the proposed development site. There are no other designated heritage assets in 
close proximity to the site (http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/results.aspx).  
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6.0 Methodology 

After the demolition of the outbuildings/garages situated on site the topsoil from the entire 
area was removed and the spoil monitored for finds. The garden plots for houses 3-7 were 
then laid out and the removal of the soil from these areas was monitored to a depth of 
approximately 0.70m. The initial excavation of the foundation trenches was monitored and 
due to ground conditions was carried out using a toothed bucket and breaker. The final stage 
of the footings for houses 3-7 were then monitored and recorded. Due to the negative nature 
of the areas monitored the ground works for the final 3 house plots were undertaken without 
archaeological supervision. 

A site plan was produced and representative sections were drawn at a scale of 1:100 and 
1.20 respectively. These drawings were supplemented by a colour photographic record, a 
selection from which is reproduced in Appendix 1. Deposits were recorded on standard 
PCAS record sheets and a site diary was also completed. Finds were assessed on site but 
all were modern so were not retained.  

The fieldwork monitoring was carried out intermittently by Michael Rowe, Alison Lane and 
Simon Savage from the 10th December 2012-18th January 2013.  

7.0 Results (Fig. 2-5) 

The entire site was covered with approximately 0.40m of very dark browny-black topsoil 
which contained frequent stone, clinker, brick and ash inclusions (001). This sealed a dark 
black-brown sandy loam with frequent cbm, slag and modern finds (002). This layer was at 
least 0.50m deep, continuing beyond the limit of excavation.  Present in frequent patches 
within the area of the foundation trenches were dark orangey-brown laminates of hot-poured 
slag (003). This was seen in places to be wider than 1m and more than 0.76m deep. 

8.0 Discussion and Conclusion  

No archaeological features or deposits were revealed during the works. The deposits on site 
appear to represent 19th-20th century levelling of the area. These deposits were most likely 
imported to the site from nearby industrial sites and used to raise and level the area prior to 
the onset of building. All finds were modern and were not retained. 

9.0    Effectiveness of methodology 

Intermittent attendance and recording was sufficient for this scheme of works and resulted in 
a clear understanding of the sequence on site. 

10.0   Project archive 

The site archive, currently in the custody of PCAS Ltd., will be deposited with a bound copy 
of this report at The Collection, Lincoln, by April 2013. It may be consulted there by citing the 
global accession number, LCNCC: 2012.110 

11.0     Acknowledgements 

Pre-Construct Archaeological Services Ltd. would like to thank Mr. Mark Henderson and The 
Newport Lark LLP for this commission.  
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Appendix 1: Colour Plates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 1: Plot 7 rear 
garden, showing extent of 
excavations into layer 002  

Plate 2: Photograph of 
section Fig 3 showing the 
paving associated with this 
construction and the layer 
002 beneath 

Plate 3: Photograph of 
section Fig 4 again 
revealing the recent paving 
installation and layer 002 
beneath, showing inclusions 
of brick and slag 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 4: Footings being cut 
for Plots 3-7, showing the 
laminations present (003) 

Plate 6: Location of oil tank, 
unable to record due to the 
dangers of contamination 

Plot 5: Photograph of 
section Fig 5 showing large 
dump of 003 



Appendix 2: Context Summary 
 

Context Description Finds/dating 

001 Very dark browny-black 
sandy-loam top soil 

Modern clinker, CBM 

002 Dark black-brown sandy-
loam with slag inclusions 

Modern pot, CBM 

003 Dark orangey-brown-
black laminates of hot-
poured slag 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 3: Oasis Summary 
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