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Introduction 
A total of 26 (840g) f ragments of anim al bone were recove red by hand during 
archaeological works undertaken by Pre-Construct Archaeology Lincoln. 
 
The remains were recovered from possibl e medieval pits [105], [109], Possible  
medieval/post medieval pit [111] and ditch [ 119] and a num ber of bones were 
unstratified.  
 
Methodology 
The entire assemblage has been fully recorded  into a databa se archive. Identification 
of the bone was undertaken with access to  a reference collection and published 
guides. All animal remains were counted and weighed, and where possible identified 
to species, element, side and zone (Serj eantson 1996).  Ribs and vertebrae were only 
recorded to species  when they were  substantially complete and could a ccurately be 
identified. Undiagnostic bones were recorded  as m icro (rodent size), sm all (rabbit 
size), medium (sheep size) or large (cattl e size). The separation of sheep and goat 
bones was done using the criteria of Bo essneck (1969) and Prumm el and Frisch 
(1986) in addition to the use of the reference material. Where distinctions could not be 
made the bone was recorded as sheep/goat (S/G). 
 
The quantification of species was carried out using the total fragment count, in which 
the total number of fragments of bone and teeth was calculated for each taxon. Where 
fresh breaks were noted, fragm ents were refitted and counted as one. The data 
produced the basic NISP (Number of Identified Specimen) counts. 
 
The condition of the bone was graded usi ng the criteria stipul ated by Lyman (1996). 
Grade 0 being the best preserved bone a nd grade 5 indicating that the bone had 
suffered such structural and attritional da mage as to m ake it unrecognisable. Also 
fusion data, butchery m arks (Binford 1981), gnawing, burning and pathological 
changes were noted when present. 
 
Tooth eruption and wear stages were m easured using a com bination of Halstead 
(1985), Grant (1982), Levine (1982) and Payne  (1973), and fusion data was analysed 
according to Silver (19 69). Measurements of a dult, that is, fully fused bones wer e 
taken according to the m ethods of von den Driesch (1976), with asterisked (*) 
measurements indicating bones that were reco nstructed or had slig ht abrasion of the 
surface. 
 
Results 
The remains were generally of a modera te condition, averaging at grade 3 on the  
Lyman criteria (1996).  
 



A total of 5 fragm ents of bone  recovered from pit [109] and unstratified deposits 
displayed evidence of butchery, possibly associated with jointing/disarticulation of the 
carcass and meat removal. 
  
Two fragments of bone recovered from  pit [109] and  from  unstratified deposits 
displayed evidence of carnivore gnawing, suggesting the rem ains were exposed to 
scavengers as part of/or after the dis posal process. No evidence of burning, or 
pathology were noted on any of the remains.  
 
Table 1, Summary of Identified Bone (NISP) 

  Medieval 

? Medieval/ Post 
Med 

  Undated   Total 
  Pit Ditch Pit Pit Unstratified   

Taxon 109 119 111 105     
Equid (Horse Family) 3         3 

Cattle 3 1     6 10 
Sheep/Goat 1     1 3 5 

Pig 1       1 2 
Large Mammal 1 1     1 3 

Medium Mammal 1   1     2 
Unidentified         1 1 

Total 10 2 1 1 12 26 
 
 
As can be seen from Table 1, the m ajority of the rem ains were identified as cattle, 
followed by sheep/goat, with pig and equid remains also identified. The assemblage 
was relatively small, which provides limited information on the animal utilisation and 
husbandry practices undertaken on site, save these presence  and use of the identified 
species. The remains recovered from the unstr atified deposits, especially in two cases 
were from particularly large anim als which would suggest enha nced stocks, these 
were most common within the post-medieval-modern periods. 
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