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SUMMARY 

Project Name:  Land West of Leamington Road 

Location:  Broadway, Worcestershire 

NGR:   SP 09794 38213 

Type:   Evaluation 

Date:   18-26 March 2013 

Planning Reference: CWR 9342 

HER No:             WSM 48211 

Location of Archive: To be deposited with Worcestershire County Museum 

Site Code:  LWL 13 

 

 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Cotswold Archaeology in March 2013 on 

Land West of Leamington Road, Broadway, Worcestershire. Twenty-one trenches were 

excavated. 

 

Plough furrows associated with medieval or later ridge and furrow cultivation were 

encountered across the site, their alignments matching aerial photographic coverage and the 

Historic Environment Record entries for the area. A small number of post-medieval/early 

modern ditches were also encountered, likely to represent agricultural drainage and/or 

boundary features.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 In March 2013 Cotswold Archaeology (CA) carried out an archaeological evaluation 

for Hunter Page Planning Ltd, on behalf of Spitfire Properties LLP, on land west of 

Leamington Road, Broadway, Worcestershire (centred on NGR: SP 09794 38213; 

Fig. 1). A full application has been submitted to Wychavon District Council for 

residential development to provide 75 open market dwellings and 50 housing with 

care units, with associated access, landscaping and public open space, including a 

community orchard. Mike Glyde, Historic Environment Planning Officer, 

Worcestershire County Council (WCC), the archaeological advisor to WDC has 

recommended that any development on the site is conditional on a programme of 

archaeological work. A brief for an archaeological evaluation (WCC 2013) has been 

prepared by Mr Glyde. 

 

1.2 The evaluation was carried out in accordance with a subsequent detailed Written 

Scheme of Investigation (WSI) produced by CA (2013) and approved by Mr Glyde. 

The evaluation also followed the Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field 

Evaluation (IfA 2009), the Standards and Guidelines for Archaeological Projects in 

Worcestershire (WHEAS 2012), the Management of Archaeological Projects 2 

(English Heritage 1991) and the Management of Research Projects in the Historic 

Environment (MORPHE): Project Manager’s Guide (English Heritage 2006).  

 

The site 

1.3 The site comprises approximately 5.3ha of agricultural land on the northern edge of 

the village of Broadway. The site is bound to the north by land adjacent to 

Sandscroft Farm, to the east by Leamington Road, to the south by residential 

properties and to the west by open farmland. The site lies at approximately 92m 

AOD. 

 

1.4 The underlying solid geology of the area is mapped as Charmouth Mudstone 

Formation of the Jurassic era with superficial deposits of head gravel, sand, silt and 

clay of the Quaternary period in the central and western areas of the site (BGS 

2013). The natural substrate, comprising yellow calcareous gravels and clay-sands, 

was identified in all of the excavated trenches.  
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Archaeological background 

1.5 An HER search was provided before the fieldwork for CA by Worcestershire Archive 

and Archaeology Service  for a 1000m radius search area centred on NGR SP 0977 

3820, excluding the built-up area of Broadway itself. The following summary is taken 

from the HER search report. 

 

1.6 Within the search area are 17 Listed Buildings, close to the main settlement, and 

one historic building. Monument records in the search area include mostly 

cropmarks of potential settlement sites, ditches, enclosures, a field system and ridge 

and furrow cultivation remains. A settlement site, of potential prehistoric date, was 

also found in a quarry to the west of Broadway and a flint working site has also been 

identified in an area since developed. 

 

1.7 The proposed development area lies immediately to the south-east of a large 

cropmark complex of probable prehistoric and Roman enclosures (HER ref WSM 

09995). To the south of the site aerial photographs have identified two possible ring 

ditches. 

 

1.8 The finds recorded in the search area, from archaeological work undertaken along 

the course of the Broadway bypass, include prehistoric lithics, pottery ranging in 

date from Iron Age to post-medieval, medieval vessel glass, objects of copper alloy, 

iron and lead as well as animal and plant remains and pollen dated from the 

prehistoric through to the post-medieval period. 

 
1.9 The landscape of the search area is characterised in part by the settlement of 

Broadway, especially the 20th-century expansion to the north of the historic core. 

The surrounding fields show patterns of field amalgamation and reorganisation as 

well as planned enclosure. 

 

1.10 The historic core of Broadway contains many listed buildings, mainly dating to the 

16th and 17th centuries. A charter for a market in Broadway dates from 1196 but 

this had fallen in to disuse prior to the 17th century. Historic farmsteads in Broadway 

are also located within the historic core, which is typical of the settlement pattern in 

this area of the county. There are three historic farmsteads within the search area 

dating from the 17th to the 19th centuries. A sheepfold is shown on the Ordnance 

Survey 1st Edition map. 

 



© Cotswold Archaeology  

 

5 

Land West of Leamington Road, Broadway, Worcestershire: Archaeological Evaluation 

1.11 Ordnance Survey mapping of the site from 1885 shows the development area itself 

as a single, large, field on the northern outskirts of the village. A small row of 

terraced houses fronting on to Leamington Road are recognisable on this map. The 

extant hedgerow bisecting the site appears to have been installed between the 

surveys for the 1924 and 1938 editions. 

 

1.12 The area outside the historic core of Broadway is characterised by rolling 

topography with free-draining base rich clay soils overlying solid geology of 

Charmouth Mudstones, in turn overlain in places by Head deposits. The foot of the 

Cotswold escarpment, which just extends in to the east of the search area, has been 

affected by landslides. An area of made ground is also recorded where the railway 

crosses the A44 and a quarry site, now a pond, is immediately to the south of this. 

Cropmarks thought to represent a Romano-British settlement to the north of the 

historic core are within the search area. There is considerable potential for medieval 

remains within the historic core. The potential for buried archaeology outside of the 

historic core of Broadway is considered high and the area is sensitive to change. 

 

1.13 There are no Scheduled Monuments, Registered Parks or Registered Battlefields 

within the site or wider search area. There are 17 Listed Buildings and a 

Conservation Area within the search area, but none within the site itself. 

 

Archaeological objectives 

1.14 The objectives of the evaluation were to provide information about the 

archaeological resource within the site, including its presence/absence, character, 

extent, date, integrity, state of preservation and quality. In accordance with the 

Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation (IfA 2009), the 

evaluation was designed to be minimally intrusive and minimally destructive to 

archaeological remains. The information gathered will enable WDC to identify and 

assess the particular significance of any heritage asset, consider the impact of the 

proposed development upon it, and to avoid or minimise conflict between the 

heritage asset’s conservation and any aspect of the development proposal, in line 

with the National Planning Policy Framework (DCLG 2012). 

 

Methodology 

1.15 The fieldwork comprised the excavation of 21 trenches (Fig. 2). All trenches 

measured 50m in length and 1.6m in width. Trenches 2 to 5 were moved slightly 

from their original intended positions, or split where necessary, to avoid a public 
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footpath within the westernmost field. Trenches were set out on OS National Grid 

(NGR) co-ordinates using Leica GPS and surveyed in accordance with CA 

Technical Manual 4 Survey Manual (2012). 

 

1.16 All trenches were excavated by mechanical excavator equipped with a toothless 

grading bucket. All machine excavation was undertaken under constant 

archaeological supervision to the top of the first significant archaeological horizon or 

the natural substrate, whichever was encountered first. Where archaeological 

deposits were encountered they were excavated by hand in accordance with CA 

Technical Manual 1: Fieldwork Recording Manual (2007). 

 

1.17 Deposits were assessed for their palaeoenvironmental potential in accordance with 

CA Technical Manual 2: The Taking and Processing of Environmental and Other 

Samples from Archaeological Sites (2003). No deposits were identified that required 

sampling. All artefacts recovered were processed in accordance with Technical 

Manual 3 Treatment of Finds Immediately after Excavation (1995). 

 

1.18 The archive and artefacts from the evaluation are currently held by CA at their 

offices in Kemble. Subject to the agreement of the legal landowner the artefacts will 

be deposited with Worcestershire County Museum, along with the site archive. A 

summary of information from this project, set out within Appendix C, will be entered 

onto the OASIS online database of archaeological projects in Britain. 

   

2. RESULTS (FIGS 2-3)  

2.1 This section provides an overview of the evaluation results; detailed summaries of 

the recorded contexts and finds are to be found in Appendices A and B respectively.  

 

2.2 The natural geological substrate encountered within each of the trenches comprised 

yellow calcareous gravels and clayey sands. This was overlain by between 0.15m 

and 0.25m of orange-brown sandy clay subsoil which was itself overlain by between 

0.25m and 0.35m of modern clay ploughsoil. Wide, shallow plough furrows, with 

clay-sand fills containing post-medieval artefacts (not retained), were encountered 

on several alignments in Trenches 1 and 3 to 21. Modern field drains were noted in 

Trenches 16 and 18, and post-medieval/early modern ditches were identified in 

Trenches 1, 10, 17 and 19.  
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 Trench  1 (Fig. 2) 

2.3 A narrow N/S-aligned U-shaped ditch 103, with steeply-sloping sides and a concave 

base, cut the natural substrate 102. It contained a single silty sand fill 104, which 

yielded one sherd of 19th-century pottery, and was sealed by subsoil 101.  

 
 Trench  10 (Fig. 2) 

2.4 The natural substrate 1002 was cut by a wide E/W-aligned U-shaped ditch 1003, 

with steeply-sloping sides and a flat base. It contained a primary clayey sand fill 

1004, from which one sherd of 19th to early 20th-century pottery was recovered, and 

successive sandy clay fills 1005, 1006 and 1007. The latter fill yielded three sherds 

of 19th-century pottery together with two sherds of residual medieval/post-medieval 

pottery, a fragment of vessel glass and a clay pipe stem. It was sealed by subsoil 

1001. 

 

 Trench  17 (Fig. 2) 

2.5 A narrow E/W-aligned U-shaped ditch 1703 cut the natural substrate 1702. It had 

moderately-sloping sides and a flat base, and contained a single clayey silt fill 1704 

from which one sherd of 18th-century pottery was recovered. It was sealed by 

subsoil 1701. 

 
 Trench  19 (Fig. 2) 

2.6 A narrow NW/SE-aligned U-shaped ditch 1903 cut the natural substrate 1902. It had 

steeply-sloping sides and a concave base, and contained a clayey silt fill 1904 which 

yielded one sherd of 18th-century pottery. A narrow E/W-aligned U-shaped ditch 

1905, with gently-sloping sides and a concave base, contained a silty clay fill 1906 

from which one sherd of 18th-century pottery and an iron hook fragment were 

recovered. Both ditches were sealed by subsoil 1901. 

 

   
 

 

The Finds  

2.8 The finds recovered from the evaluation are summarised in Appendix B. The pottery 

assemblage consisted of nine sherds, weighing 77g. In addition vessel glass, a clay 

tobacco pipe stem and an iron object was recovered. The finds were retrieved from 

five stratified contexts and predominantly date to the post-medieval and modern 

periods. Where mentioned, fabric codes are in concordance with the fabric series 
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maintained by the Archives and Archaeology Service of Worcestershire County 

Council. The finds assemblage is assessed to be of very low archaeological 

significance and consequently it is proposed that none will be retained. 

 

Pottery 

2.9 The earliest pottery present within the assemblage is an oxidised glazed Malvernian 

ware (fabric 69), produced from the late 13th to early 17th centuries AD. This 

Malvernian pottery comprised two small residual sherds in poor condition, retrieved 

from ditch 1003 fill 1007, along with material of later 19th-century date. The 

remaining pottery assemblage from ditch fills 104, 1004, 1704, 1904 and 1906 

consisted of abraded 18th to 19th-century sherds. 

 

Other finds  

2.10 The neck from a 19th-century glass bottle, a clay tobacco pipe stem fragment and 

an iron hook or bucket handle attachment were also recovered.  

                       

3. DISCUSSION 

 

3.1 Despite the archaeological potential of the study area the earliest features 

encountered during evaluation trenching comprised plough furrows, of medieval or 

later date, encountered within both the western and eastern fields.  The broadly 

east/west and north/south alignments of these furrows correlates closely with 

remnant ridge and furrow cultivation patterns discernible on aerial photographs 

taken in the 1940s, and also matches alignments of ridge and furrow cultivation 

patterns recorded within the wider site locality on the County Historic Environment 

Record. The ditches encountered on varying alignments within Trenches 1, 10, 17 

and 19, which yielded 18th and 19th to early 20th-century artefacts from their fills, 

appear to represent former agricultural drainage ditches and/or field or plot 

boundaries.             
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4. CA PROJECT TEAM  

Fieldwork was undertaken by Alistair Barber, assisted by Anthony Beechey, Noel 

Boothroyd, Dan Sausins and Jay Wood. The report was written by Alistair Barber. 

The illustrations were prepared by Lorna Gray. The archive has been compiled by 

Alistair Barber, and prepared for deposition by James Johnson. The project was 

managed for CA by Richard Young. 
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APPENDIX A: CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS 

Trench 

No 

Context Type Fill of Context 
interpretation 

Description Length  

(m) 

Width 

(

m

) 

Depth/ 

thickness (m) 

Spot-date 

1 100 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.35   

1 101 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.15   

1 102 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6    

1 103 Cut   Ditch N/S-aligned, steeply-
sloping sides, concave 
base 

>1.6 0.37 0.18   

1 104 Fill  Single fill Mid brown silt-sand >1.6 0.37 0.18  C19 

2 200 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.35   

2 201 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.3   

2 202 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6    

3 300 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.35   

3 301 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.25   

3 302 Layer  Natural substrate  >50 >1.6    

4 400 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.35   

4 401 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.25   

4 402 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6    

5 500 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.35   

5 501 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.25   

5 502 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6    

6 600 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.35   

6 601 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 

clay 

>50 >1.6 0.25   

6 602 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6   

7 700 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.25  

7 701 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.15  

7 702 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6   

8 800 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.3  

8 801 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.2  

8 802 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6   

9 900 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.25  

9 901 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.15  

9 902 Layer  Natural substrate  >50 >1.6   

10 1000 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.35  

10 1001 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.25  

10 1002 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6   

10 1003 Cut  Ditch E/W-aligned, steeply-
sloping sides, flat base 

>1.6 1.65 0.75  

10 1004 Fill 1003 Primary fill Grey-brown clay-sand >1.6 1.65 0.15 C19-EC20 

10 1005 Fill 1003 Secondary fill Yellow-brown sand-clay >1.6 1.65 0.2  

10 1006 Fill 1003 Tertiary fill Grey-brown clay-sand >1.6 1.65 0.2  

10 1007 Fill 1003 Fourth fill Orange-brown sand-clay >1.6 1.65 0.3 C19 

11 1100 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.25  

11 1101 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.15  
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11 1102 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 

gravels and clay-sand 
>50 >1.6   

12 1200 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.25  

12 1201 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>5 >1.6 0.15  

12 1202 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6   

13 1300 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.25  

13 1301 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.15  

13 1302 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6   

14 1400 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.25  

14 1401 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.15  

14 1402 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6   

15 1500 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.25  

15 1501 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.15  

15 1502 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6   

16 1600 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.25  

16 1601 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.15  

16 1602 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6   

17 1700 Layer  Ploughsoil Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6 0.2  

17 1701 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.2  

17 1702 Layer  Natural substrate 
 

Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6   

17 1703 Cut   Ditch E/W-aligned, steeply 
sloping sides, flat base 

>1.6 0.56 0.23  

17 1704 Fill 1703 Single fill Red-brown clay-silt >1.6 0.56 0.23 C18 

18 1800 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.25  

18 1801 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.05  

18 1802 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6   

19 1900 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.2  

19 1901 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.05  

19 1902 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6   

19 1903 Cut  Ditch E/W-aligned, steeply-
sloping sides, concave 
base 

>1.6 0.36 0.14  

19 1904 Fill 1903 Single fill Mid brown clay-silt >1.6 0.36 0.14 C18 

19 1905 Cut  Ditch NW/SE-aligned, gently-
sloping sides, concave 
base 

>1.6 1.11 0.18  

19 1906 Fill 1903 Single fill  >1.6 1.11 0.18 C18 

20 2000 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.25  

20 2001 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.1  

20 2002 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6   

21 2100 Layer  Ploughsoil Mid grey-brown silt clay >50 >1.6 0.25  

21 2101 Layer  Subsoil Mid orange-brown sand 
clay 

>50 >1.6 0.2  

21 2102 Layer  Natural substrate Yellow calcareous 
gravels and clay-sand 

>50 >1.6   

21 2103 Void        

21 2104 Void        

21 2105 Void        

21 2106 Void        

21 2107 Cut  Ditch NW/SE-aligned, 
moderately-sloping 
sides, concave base 

>1.6 0.85 0.25  

21 2108 Fill 2107 Single fill Red-brown clay-silt >1.6 0.85 0.25  
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21 2109 Cut  Ditch N/S-aligned,  gently-
sloping sides, concave 
base 

>1.6 0.69 0.11  

21 2110 Fill 2109 Single fill Red-brown clay-silt >1.6 0.69 0.11  
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APPENDIX B: FINDS 

 

Context Description Ct. Wt(g). Date 

1004 Modern pottery: stoneware (fabric 81.4) 1 30 C19-EC20 

1007 Modern pottery: refined whitewares (fabric 85); flowerpot 
Medieval/post-medieval pottery: oxidised glazed Malvernian ware 
(fabric 69) 
Clay tobacco pipe: stem 
Glass: vessel 

3 
2 
1 
1 

14 
6 
2 

104 

C19 

1704 Post-medieval pottery: red ware (fabric 78) 1 14 C18 

1904 Post-medieval pottery: stoneware (fabric 81) 1 1 C18 

1906 Post-medieval pottery: buff ware (fabric 91) 
Iron: hook and fragment 

1 
2 

2 
16 

C18 
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APPENDIX C: OASIS REPORT FORM 

PROJECT DETAILS 

 

Project Name Land West of Leamington Road, Broadway, Worcestershire 

Short description  
 
 
 
 
 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Cotswold 
Archaeology in March 2013 on Land West of Leamington Road, 
Broadway, Worcestershire. Twenty-one trenches were excavated. 
 
Plough furrows associated with medieval or later ridge and furrow 
cultivation were encountered across the site, their alignments 
matching aerial photographic coverage and the Historic 
Environment Record entries for the area. A small number of post-
medieval/early modern ditches were also encountered, likely to 
represent agricultural drainage and/or boundary features.  

Project dates 18-26 March 2013 

Project type Field Evaluation 

Previous work None 

Future work Unknown 

PROJECT LOCATION  

Site Location Land West of Leamington Road, Broadway, Worcestershire 

Study area (M
2
/ha) 5.3ha  

Site co-ordinates (8 Fig Grid Reference) SP 09794 38213 

 

PROJECT CREATORS  

Name of organisation Cotswold Archaeology 

Project Brief originator Worcestershire County Council 

Project Design (WSI) originator Cotswold Archaeology 

Project Manager Richard Young 

Project Supervisor Alistair Barber 

MONUMENT TYPE None  

SIGNIFICANT FINDS None 

PROJECT ARCHIVES Intended final location of archive 
(museum/Accession no.) 
 

Content  
 

Physical Worcestershire County Museum Pottery, glass, iron, clay 
pipe (not retained) 

Paper Worcestershire County Museum Context sheets, trench 
recording sheets, 
section drawings, 
photographic registers 

Digital Worcestershire County Museum Digital photographs 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

CA (Cotswold Archaeology) 2013 Land West of Leamington Road, Broadway, Worcestershire: Archaeological 
Evaluation. CA typescript report 13110 
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