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SUMMARY

Project Name:
Location:
NGR:
Type:
Planning Reference: 10/P/0756/OT2

Building 87, the Dope Shop (also Shop 6) c.1987
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1.  INTRODUCTION AND NOTES ON SOURCES

Introduction

Understanding Historic Buildings (2006).

Where’s

the Path’ http://wtp2.appspot.com/wheresthepath.htm.

Weston-super-Mare and the Aeroplane’
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Notes on Sources

Flightglobal 

Flight

  

Plate 1: Heating pipe gantry where it rises over an access road over the Cross Rhyne
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Plate 2: One of the original access gates to the factory site

2. EMPLOYMENT EXPANSION AND CONTRACTION 1934 – 50

Bristol
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Weston-super-Mare

Pre-War Aerodrome Operations
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Plate 3: Control tower, (Bldg.53), as seen in September 1982
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Plate 4: The wooden control tower still operational in September 1982

Plate 5: Control tower – view looking south-east, September 1982

The control tower is rumoured to have been built partly from a second-
hand taxi cab at a cost of £163, which was paid for out of the money 
loaned from the Ministry of Health!
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Plate 6: Control tower– interior view, September 1982
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Plate 7: Station offices, canteen and officers’ mess, (Bldg.5) – view of the entrance elevation, 
September 1982. This was formally the passenger terminal building.

Plate 8: The Veranda Café area of Bldg.5, viewed from the aerodrome side, September 1982
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Plate 9: The original hangar, (Bldg.2), September 1982

Plate 10: Torpedo Development Unit detachment, bomb store shed, (Bldg.58), September 1982
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1938-1940
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Plate 11: Hening and Chitty hangar, (Bldg.1), September 1982
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Defence of the Vulnerable Point
Barrage Balloons
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Fig1: Map of Vulnerable Point 574 – the positions of barrage balloons c.1942. A poor quality 
image of a 1-inch OS sheet.
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40 mm Bofors and 3.7 inch HAA Guns
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Plate 12: The Bournville Bofors gun tower, (Bldg.133), as seen in September 
1982. Directorate of Fortifications and Works (DFW) 55087

Defence Against Invasion
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Plate 13: Type FW3/26 Pillbox on Defence Site No.4, (Bldg.104) - Note the thickened section 
below the loophole facing the airfield (July 2015)
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Plate 14: Pillbox, (Bldg.104) – interior view looking towards the airfield (July 2015)

Plate 15: 16-ft-span Nissen hut on Defence Site No.3, (Bldg.76), September 1982
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Plate 16: Pillbox 51

Wartime Airfield

Plate 17: A rather wet concrete runway as seen in 2009



© Cotswold Archaeology  Bristol Aeroplane Company Ltd Factory, Weston-super-Mare, North Somerset: Historic Building Record

Plate 18: Bessonneau Hangar, (Bldg.143), close to Hutton Moor Lane, September 
1982. It was used by No.87 Gliding School (later No.621 GS) on the wartime 
Defence Site No.3.

Plate 1:9 Blister Hangar, (Bldg.128), September 1982

Shadow Factories
Background
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Oldmixon and Banwell



© Cotswold Archaeology  Bristol Aeroplane Company Ltd Factory, Weston-super-Mare, North Somerset: Historic Building Record

Plate 20: No.1 Erecting Hall at Banwell, September 1982
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Plate 20: No.1 Erecting Hall at Banwell – wide angle view, 1990

Post-War
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Plate 21: Believed to be the short-range transport rig, September 1982. Note the torpedo 
netting to contain an engine or rotor failure.
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Fig 2: The 1942 layout with completed full-length runway
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Fig3: The 1942 layout with buildings constructed between 1943 & 1948 and 1956
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Plate 23: Examples of signage
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3. GAZETTEER

Introduction

Plate 24: Bing map of the survey area (outlined in red)

Plate 25: Signage in No.1 Flight Shed
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Bldgs. 46, 102 and 148: Water Pump Houses
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Plate 26: Motor inside pump house, building 148 July 2015

Plate 27: Building 46 – view looking west
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Plate 28: Plate 1:Pump House, building 102, July 2015

Plate 29: Sewage pump house, building 148, July 2015
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Plate 30: Another view of building 148, July 2015

Bldg.85: No.1 Flight Shed / Shop 4
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Plate 31: Flight Shed No.1 looking east
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Plate 32: Flight Shed No.1 looking west

Plate 33: Flight Shed No.1 – interior view looking to towards the fire break and ‘A’ 
frame
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Plate 34: Flight Shed No.1 – interior looking towards the smaller half of the shed at 
the west end wall

Plate35: Flight Shed No.1 – one of two internal central 
‘A’ frames
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Bldg.87: Dope Shop / Shop 6
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Plate 36: Dope Shop – north elevation

Plate 37: Dope Shop – interior view looking south
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Plate 38: Dope Shop – interior view looking at the eastern side wall

Plate 39: Dope Shop – interior view showing lattice roof girders and north-light 
trusses
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Plate 40: Dope Shop – interior view of the Esavian doors

Bldg.88: Power House
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Plate 41: Power house – view looking at the blast wall of the transformer enclosure in 
front. The switch room is behind.

Plate 42: Power house – view from north
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Plate 43: Power house – the first floor

Bldg.89: Boiler House
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Plate 44: Boiler house looking south-east
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Plate 45: Boiler house extension

Plate 46: Interior of the new boiler house showing the boiler, July 2015
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Plate 47: Interior of boiler house, July 2015

Plate 48: Boiler house Cargo Fleet roof trusses, July 2015
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Plate 49: The front elevation of the boiler house offices / workshop, 
July 2015

Plate 50: Interior of the first floor, July 2015

Bldg.90: Garage
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Plate 51: Garage – front elevation partly hidden by vehicles

Plate 52: Interior of the garage
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Bldg.91: Quarantine Store / Shop 7

Plate 53: Garage annexe



© Cotswold Archaeology  Bristol Aeroplane Company Ltd Factory, Weston-super-Mare, North Somerset: Historic Building Record



© Cotswold Archaeology  Bristol Aeroplane Company Ltd Factory, Weston-super-Mare, North Somerset: Historic Building Record

Plate 54: Shop 7 – view looking south-west showing the one internal loading bay

Plate 55: Shop 7 – view looking east inside the main area
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Plate 56: Shop 7 – clearly showing the uncluttered roof trusses

Plate 57: Shop 7 – looking east along the narrow section
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Plate 58: Shop 7 – treatment room annexe

Plate 59: Shop 7 – view looking west at an external loading bay
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Plate 60: Shop 7 – external view of the treatment room with the plant room on 
right

Plate 61: Shop7 a view looking south-east – note the camouflage paint
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Bldg.92: Administration Block
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Plate 62: Administration Block – front elevation

Plate 63: Administration Block – main entrance



© Cotswold Archaeology  Bristol Aeroplane Company Ltd Factory, Weston-super-Mare, North Somerset: Historic Building Record

Plate 64: Administration Block – rear wing

Plate 65: Administration Block – typical office arrangement
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Plate 66: Administration Block – the original connecting corridor and an ancillary 
building

Plate 67: Administration Block – the telephone exchange
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Bldg.113: No.3 Flight Shed / Shop 3



© Cotswold Archaeology  Bristol Aeroplane Company Ltd Factory, Weston-super-Mare, North Somerset: Historic Building Record

Plate 68: Front elevation of No.3 flight shed

Plate 69: No.3 Flight Shed – interior view
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Plate 70: No.3 Flight Shed – interior view of small shop within showing the 
Esavian doors

 
Bldg.115: Stores and Spares Assembly / Shop 10

Introduction
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Building 115
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The Building Today
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Plate 71: Shop 10 – view looking south

Plate 72: Shop 10 – interior view looking west
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Plate 73: Shop 10 – interior view looking towards the standard annexe

Plate 74: Shop 10 – interior view looking from the standard annexe towards the 
northern annexe
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Bldg.135: Helicopter Design Office

Plate 75: Design Office – view looking north-west
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Plate 76: Design Office – view looking south-west. The northern gable end elevation still 
shows signs of its original wall cladding

Plate 77: Design Office –interior view of the western half. Shows the cased columns and 
false ceiling hiding the roof structure
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Bldg.137: School Building
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Plate 78: The 15-bay aluminium Mark I school building with triangular fins

Plate 79: School building, 1987
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Plate 80: The small school building

Plate 81: Interior of the small school building
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Bldg.142: Air-Raid Shelter

Plate 82: Air-Raid Shelter, (Bldg.142) – view looking towards the emergency exit
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Bldg.147: Air Raid Shelter /Plant House

Plate 83: The air raid shelter viewed from the first floor of the admin 
building
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Plate 84: Plant equipment in Bldg 147

Plate 85: Plant equipment in Bldg 147
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APPENDIX 1: SUMMARY OF BUILDINGS

Bldg. 
No. Description Status (1952) NGR (all ST) Status 

July 2015
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Bldg. 
No. Description Status (1952) NGR (all ST) Status

July 2015
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Bldg. 
No. Description Status (1952) NGR (all ST) Status

July 2015
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Bldg. 
No. Description Status (1952) NGR (all ST) Status

July 2015
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APPENDIX 3: SUMMARY OF BARRAGE BALLOON SITES
 

No. Location
Original 
Site Grid 

Ref.

Hillsborough’

The Grange’.

Highcroft House’
‘Heathgate’
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APPENDIX 4: SOURCES
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