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Summary 
 
A trial trench based archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Cambridge 
Archaeological Unit (CAU) on land adjacent to 17 Orwell Road, Barrington, 
Cambridgeshire (TL 387 496). The proposed development area (PDA) comprises a 
0.07 ha plot to the west of Orwell Road. 
 
Three trenches, positioned according to the proposed locations of a house and 
garage, revealed a total of four archaeological features; two ditches and two pits. 
Pottery recovered from two of these features suggests activity dating to the 14th-15th 
century.  
 
The archaeological features, though few in number, provide a useful insight into 
medieval Barrington and are an important addition to the local archaeological 
record. The limited finds assemblage suggests the site is not associated with domestic 
activity and it seems likely that it was located on the periphery of the medieval 
settlement. 



INTRODUCTION 
 
A trial trench based archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Cambridge 
Archaeological Unit (CAU) on land adjacent to 17 Orwell Road, Barrington, 
Cambridgeshire (TL 387 496) in June 2011. The proposed development area (PDA) 
comprises a 0.07 ha plot to the west of Orwell Road. 
 
The project was undertaken following a request from Cambridgeshire Historic 
Environment Team (CHET) to provide information pre-planning determination about 
potential heritage assets within the PDA. The work was commissioned by Geoffrey 
Lowe of Listed Buildings and Conservation Planning Ltd. on behalf of Mr. Mark 
Blundell.  
 

Location, Topography and Geology 
 
Barrington is situated c.10km south-east of the historic centre of Cambridge (Figure 
1). The PDA is located in the west of the village and is bounded to the east by Orwell 
Road and to the north and south by neighbouring properties. The land to the rear 
(west) of the PDA is undeveloped.  
 
The PDA is situated at approximately 18m AOD and is elevated above the adjacent 
Orwell Road by up to 1m. The underlying geology comprises Grey Chalk (BGS 
1993).  
 

Archaeological Background 
 
The PDA lies within a relatively rich archaeological landscape with evidence of 
activity dating from the prehistoric period through to the present. 
 
 
Prehistoric 
 
Significant prehistoric sites in the wider area include a possible Bronze Age barrow 
identified during excavations at Edix Hill (Malim 1998) to the north-west of the PDA 
and two Bronze Age ring ditches recorded during an archaeological evaluation at 
Barrington cement works to the north-east (Dickens et al. 2006). In the immediate 
vicinity of the PDA, pre-Iron Age finds are limited to Neolithic and Bronze Age find 
spots in the village, these include an Early Bronze Age barbed and tanged arrowhead 
found on Orwell Road.  
 
 
Iron Age - Roman 
 
Evidence of Iron Age and Roman activity in the area is more considerable with 
significant remains having been exposed by coprolite mining during the 19th century 
to the north and north-west of the PDA. Iron Age settlement at Edix Hill, first 
excavated in the 1880’s and subject to further investigations in 1989-91, included the 
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remains of enclosure ditches, trackways, buildings and numerous storage pits (Malim 
1998). Potential Roman settlement remains have been found at Hooper’s Field while 
at Lower Mill, to the south-east of the PDA, carved blocks of clunch thought to date 
to the Roman period form part of the building’s foundations (Taylor 1997).  
 
 
Anglo-Saxon 

The most significant archaeological sites within the area are two 5th-7th century 
Anglo-Saxon cemeteries, Barrington A and Barrington B, also discovered during 
coprolite mining in the 19th century. The closer of the two cemeteries to the PDA, 
Barrington B, located in Hooper’s Field, was excavated in 1881 (Foster 1881). A total 
of 114 graves were recorded as well as the possible Roman remains mentioned above. 
The site of the cemetery is thought to be situated immediately to the north of the PDA, 
however, records from the 1880s are vague and its precise location remains unknown. 
The Barrington A cemetery, located to the north-west of the PDA at Edix Hill, is 
better understood having been ‘re-excavated’ in 1989-91 (Malim et al 1998). 
Excavations revealed that many graves had survived the coprolite mining of the 19th 
century and a total of 149 burials, with an impressive array of grave goods, were 
recorded. The location of a contemporary settlement has so far remained elusive 
although stray finds, such as pottery, loom weights and metal finds dating to the 
Anglo-Saxon period, have been found in the village.  
 
 
Medieval - Post-medieval 
 
Barrington is well known for its large village green, which is nearly a mile in length 
and is thought to have been more than twice its present size during the Middle Ages 
(Oosthuizen 2002). Medieval settlement clustered around this green – which 
potentially has much earlier origins – and Oosthuizen (2002) has suggested that prior 
to the Domesday Survey there were at least eight separate Late Anglo-Saxon 
settlement foci with 25 free tenants. After 1066 the land was largely amalgamated into 
a single manor. Barrington became a significant settlement, one of the largest in the 
area prior to the 16th century and had a market – granted in 1252 and again in 1335 – 
which survived until the 19th century (Taylor 1997). Two moated manor sites survive 
within the village and All Saints Church has surviving elements dating to the 12th-
13th century.  
 
Coprolite mining brought temporary prosperity to the area in the 19th century and the 
large areas of disturbance caused by the mining are visible on aerial photographs 
across the area (Palmer 2009). Quarrying for chalk and clunch was also an important 
local industry and Barrington cement works was opened in 1918.  
 

Methodology 
 
The project was undertaken in accordance with a project design specification 
produced by the CAU (Beadsmoore 2011). The work was carried out in full 
accordance with the IFA’s Standard Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluations.  
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The trial trenching programme comprised three trenches – a total of 18.2m of 
trenching – positioned according to proposed building locations (Figure 2). Trial 
trenches were excavated using a wheeled excavator fitted with a toothless bucket and 
operating under direct archaeological supervision at all times. Trenches were located 
using an advanced Global Positioning System (GPS) with Ordnance Datum (OD) 
heights obtained. Potential archaeological features were planned at a scale of 1:50 and 
subsequently sample excavated. All potential features were hand excavated and 
archaeological finds retained. A written record of archaeological features and 
environmental sequences was created using the CAU recording system (a 
modification of the MoLAS system) and sections drawn at an appropriate scale.  
 

RESULTS 
 
In all three of the trenches overburden comprising topsoil and subsoil layers with a 
combined depth of c.0.6m sealed a chalky marl natural subsoil into which 
archaeological features were cut. A total of four archaeological features were exposed 
within the three trenches (see Figure 2). Details of each trench and the features within 
them are included in Appendix 1.  
 
 
Trenches 1 and 2  
 
Trenches 1 and 2 were positioned at right angles to each other - effectively forming 
one L-shaped trench - and were located in the northern half of the PDA. Unstratified 
finds from the topsoil and subsoil included sherds of 14th-15th century pottery, one 
sherd of Roman grey ware pottery and animal bone. Two archaeological features, 
both ditches (F.01 and F.02), were encountered:  
 
Ditch F.01 (Figures 2 and 3) was aligned south-east to north-west and was recorded 
for the entire length of Trench 1. It contained two clayey silt fills which yielded 
sherds of 13th-15th century medieval pottery.  
 
Ditch F.02 (Figures 2 and 3), which truncated ditch F.01, was aligned north-east to 
south-west and extended across the width of Trench 1. It contained a single clayey silt 
fill which yielded no finds.  
 

Trench 3 
 
Located to the south of Trenches 1 and 2, Trench 3 measured only 2.5m in length and 
as a result offered only a very limited insight into archaeology exposed. Two inter-
cutting pits (F.03 and F.04) both extending beyond the edge of the trench were 
recorded (Figures 2 and 4).  
 
Pit F.03, of which only the southern edge was identified – the remainder of the feature 
lying beyond the limit of excavation to the north, east and west – had a minimum 
recorded diameter of 2m and a depth of at least 0.82m. It contained a sequence of six 
chalky marl and clayey silt fills, which yielded two sherds of 14th-15th century 
pottery as well as fragments of mussel shell. In addition two sherds of Essex Redware 
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pottery dating to the 14th-15th century were recovered from the subsoil directly above 
F.03 during the machining of Trench 3 and probably derive from the feature itself.  
 
Pit F.04, which was truncated by F.03, apparently lay largely to the south of the trench 
with only its northern edge falling within the limit of excavation. It contained two fills 
which produced no finds.  
 

DISCUSSION 
 
The archaeological features, though few in number, provide a useful insight into 
medieval Barrington and are an important addition to the local archaeological record. 
The limited finds assemblage suggests the site is not associated with domestic activity 
and it seems likely that it was located on the periphery of the medieval settlement. 
The two ditches, which are clearly aligned in relation to the course of Orwell Road, 
appear likely to mark plot/field boundaries or enclosures. The two pits identified in 
Trench 3 could well represent quarrying at the settlement’s edge (although some 
caution is required in the interpretation of the pits given the limited area exposed).  
 
The pottery recovered from the archaeological features overwhelmingly dates to the 
14th-15th century and suggests activity may have been restricted to a relatively 
limited period. The presence of a single abraded sherd of Roman greyware recovered 
from the topsoil in Trench 2 is unsurprising given the Roman activity recorded 
nearby.  
 
No archaeological remains associated with the Anglo-Saxon cemeteries and Iron Age 
– Roman settlements at Edix Hill and Hooper’s Field were encountered during the 
evaluation. These results, together with the results of a recent evaluation of part of 
Hooper’s Field just to the north of the present site (Hogan 2010) suggest that the 
cemetery and settlement remains do not extend into this part of the village. 
 

STATEMENT OF POTENTIAL 
 
The evaluation identified medieval activity at the site and the potential for further 
archaeological features, such as ditches and pits, occurring within the PDA and being 
impacted upon by any development is relatively high. However, if areas of high 
archaeological impact are restricted to building foundations this potential would be 
significantly reduced and the depth of topsoil and subsoil (0.6m) across the remainder 
of the site would certainly act as a buffer protecting any archaeology. Furthermore, 
the small finds assemblage recovered from the excavated features suggests that the 
medieval remains at Orwell Road are not domestic in nature and archaeological 
activity at the site is limited. 
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SPECIALIST STUDIES 
 
Pottery assessment - Craig Cessford  
 
A small assemblage of 21 sherds weighing 154g was recovered from the site. With the 
exception of a single sherd of 1st-3rd century AD Roman greyware weighing 6g 
(identified by Katie Anderson) and a single sherd of 19th century stoneware weighing 
2g, both of which were recovered from the topsoil, the rest of the assemblage was of 
13th-15th century date (19 sherds, 146g). The bulk of the material consists of various 
local coarsewares that were produced in Cambridgeshire and Essex (Spoerry 2005; 
Spoerry in prep). There was also a small quantity of finer quality Essex Redware (2 
sherds, 26g) (Cotter 2000), which is known to have been reaching Cambridge prior to 
c.1370 (Newman and Evans forthcoming) and continued in use until the late 15th 
century. 
 
Although small the assemblage indicates 14th-15th century activity, presumably 
associated with the medieval village of Barrington. 
 
Context Feature Trench Fabric Count Weight (g) Comment 
10 subsoil 3 Essex Redware 2 26 14th-15th century 

10 subsoil 3 
Medieval 
coarseware 1 2 

Possibly Essex 
greyware,14th-15th 
century 

21 topsoil 1 
English utilitarian 
stoneware 1 2 

19th century, 
probably from a 
bottle 

21 topsoil 1 
Medieval 
coarseware 1 2 13th-15th century 

21 topsoil 2 
Roman 
coarseware 1 6  

21 topsoil 2 Essex Redware 1 8 14th-15th century 

21 topsoil 2 
Medieval 
coarseware 4 12 13th-15th century 

13 3 3 
Medieval 
coarseware 2 51 

Grey coarseware, 
14th-15th century 

2 1  
Medieval 
coarseware 1 5 13th-15th century 

1 1  
Medieval 
coarseware 7 40 13th-15th century 

 
 
Other finds - Vida Rajkovaca and Jonathan Tabor 
 
Additional finds comprise a single fragment of clay pipe stem recovered from the 
topsoil in Trench 1 and a mussel shell recovered from fill [13] of pit F.03 (the 
presence of further small mussel shell fragments was noted during excavation but 
these were not collected).   
 
Animal bone recovered from the topsoil in Trench 1 / 2 comprised a fragment of a 
cow metacarpus, a cow tooth fragment, a cow rib and an unidentified sheep-sized 
mammal fragment. The cow metacarpus was split open for marrow removal.   
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APPENDIX 1 
 
Trench descriptions 
 
Trench 1 
General Description Orientation SE  - NW 

Avg. Topsoil Depth 
(m) 

0.3 

Avg. Subsoil Depth 
(m) 

0.3 

Width (m) 1.6 

Trench contained two inter-cutting ditches. Exposed natural 
sub-soil comprised chalk marl with lenses of silt and silty 
gravel.  

Length (m) 9.5 
Contexts 
Feature 
No. 

Feature 
Type 

Context 
No. 

Cut/Fill/ 
Layer 

Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Selected 
artefacts 

Comments 

4 Fill    
5 Fill    

1 Ditch 

6 Cut 0.65 >0.45  

 

7 Fill    2 Ditch 
8 Cut 0.75 0.4  

 

 
 
Trench 2 
General Description Orientation  

Avg. Topsoil Depth 
(m) 

0.23 

Avg. Subsoil Depth 
(m) 

0.29 

Width (m) 1.6 

Trench contained a single ditch (as seen in Trench 1).  
Exposed natural sub-soil comprised chalk marl with lenses of 
silt and silty gravel. 

Length (m) 6 
Contexts 
Feature 
No. 

Feature 
Type 

Context 
No. 

Cut/Fill/ 
Layer 

Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Selected 
artefacts 

Comments 

1 Fill   Pottery 
2 Fill   Pottery 

1 Ditch 

3 Fill 0.7 0.62  

13th-15th century 

 
 
 
Trench 3 
General Description Orientation  

Avg. Topsoil Depth 
(m) 

0.2 

Avg. Subsoil Depth 
(m) 

0.4 

Width (m) 1.6 

Trench contained two inter-cutting pits, which both extended 
beyond the limits of excavation. Exposed natural sub-soil 
comprised chalk marl with lenses of silt and silty gravel. 

Length (m) 2.5 
Contexts 
Feature 
No. 

Feature 
Type 

Context 
No. 

Cut/Fill/ 
Layer 

Width 
(m) 

Depth 
(m) 

Selected 
artefacts 

Comments 

11 Fill    
12 Fill    
13 Fill   Pottery 
14 Fill    
15 Fill    
16 Fill    

3 Pit 

17 Cut >2 0.82  

14th-15th century 

18 Fill    
19 Fill    

4 Pit 

20 Cut >0.75 0.75  
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