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Summary

On the 15" February 2012, the Cambridge Archaeological Unit monitored the
excavation of a single trench at St. Faith’s School, Trumpington Road, Cambridge
(centred at TL 4521 5650). No archaeological remains were present.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The proposed development at St. Faith’s School will entail the construction of a new
building and associated services. The archaeological monitoring of an evaluation
trench within the Proposed Development Area (PDA) was commissioned by St.
Faith’s School, in response to a brief outlined by the Cambridgeshire Historic
Environment Team (CHET) (McConnell 2012) and a written scheme of investigation
prepared by the Cambridge Archaeological Unit (CAU) (Beadsmoore 2012).

1.1 Geology and Topography

St. Faith’s School is located on the east side of Trumpington Road, Cambridge,
(centred at TL 4521 5650), to the east of the River Cam. The site is situated at a
height of approximately 11m AOD, and the underlying geology is river terrace
gravels.

1.2  Archaeological Background
Prehistoric

The PDA is located within a wider landscape of known prehistoric and Roman
activity. Significant Bronze Age and Iron Age activity has been found to the east and
west of St. Faith’s School respectively (MCB16312; CHER04799, CHERO01650a).
Additional activity spanning the Neolithic through to the Saxon period has recently
been excavated within Trumpington to the south (Patten forthcoming; Phillips
forthcoming).

Roman

250m to the west of St. Faith’s School, a substantial Roman settlement has been
investigated at Latham Road (CHER01650, CHER04866, CHER05023, CHER05009,
MCB15779, MCB17566), whilst Romano-British field systems have recently been
investigated at Brooklands Avenue to the north (McConnell 2012). A Roman
cemetery and a few Saxon inhumation burials were found at Dam Hill to the west of
St. Faith’s (CHER04956; CHER04955), whilst Medieval coin hoard was found off
Latham Road (CHERO1650b). Aerial photographs have shown numerous cropmarks
of enclosures, trackways and field systems of probable prehistoric and Romano-
British date around the PDA, to the west of Trumpington Road and the south of
Latham Road (CHER09603).



20 METHODOLOGY

A single trench was excavated with a 1.5 ton ‘mini-digger’ fitted with a 1m wide
toothless bucket, and monitored by an experienced archaeologist. The trench was
located using a Global Positioning System (GPS) and a written record was made of all
deposits revealed within the trench. The site was ascribed the site code SFS 12.

3.0 RESULTS

A single north-south aligned trench measuring 9.8m long and 2.2m wide was machine
excavated within the PDA (Table 1). No archaeological remains were encountered. A
single inactive modern plastic water pipe was identified at the southwest corner of the
trench and was left in tact.

Trench 1

General Description Orientation NNE-SSW
The topsoil was a compacted brown-grey sandy silt, heavily | Min. Depth (m) 0.42
disturbed by modern building activity, and contained frequent small | Max. Depth (m) 0.45
stones and small concrete lumps. The subsoil was a moderately soft Length (m) 9.8
mid-dark brown sandy-silt, heavily bioturbated. The natural was a | Width (m) 22

soft, light orange-brown silty-sand with frequent poorly sorted Archaeology Y/N N
medium-large gravels.

Table 1: Description of Trench 1 at St. Faith’s School, Cambridge.
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