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Non-Technical Summary 
 
An archaeological fieldwalking survey was undertaken by Cambridge Archaeological 
Unit (CAU) on open farmland to the south of Perry, Cambridgeshire along the 
proposed route of a pipeline forming part of the Grafham Resilience Scheme. Widely 
dispersed prehistoric worked flints and medieval pot sherds were recovered along 
with a moderate quantity of post-medieval and modern artefacts. 
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Introduction 
 
An archaeological fieldwalking survey was carried out by Cambridge Archaeological 
Unit (CAU) during February 2013 on open farmland to the south of Perry, 
Cambridgeshire. The survey was carried out along the proposed route of a pipeline 
forming part of the Grafham Resilience Scheme. The project was commissioned by 
Mott Macdonald Ltd. on behalf of Anglian Water and the fieldwalking formed part of 
an archaeological evaluation designed to assess the potential impact of the proposed 
scheme on any potential archaeological remains.  
 
The survey was carried out and this report was produced in accordance with an 
archaeological specification written by the CAU (Gibson 2013) in response to a brief 
issued by the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Team (CHET, Thomas 2012). 
 
Location, Topography and Geology 
 
The survey area is located to the south of Grafham Water, and the village of Perry, 
Cambridgeshire and centred on TL 1492/6569, (see Figure 2). It is an undulating 
landscape which varies between c.30m and 50m AOD, with underlying geology 
comprising primarily of boulder clay that overlays the Oxford Clay (BGS 1975).  
 
Archaeological Background 
 
Evidence for prehistoric activity along the proposed pipeline route is limited. A single 
find-spot of worked flint is recorded from Grafham Water Treatment Works (CHER 
00485) and traces of Middle-Late Iron Age occupation were identified during limited 
archaeological investigations at HM Prison Littlehey (CHER MCB18586). Romano-
British activity has been identified at Highfield Farm located 200m northeast of Area 
2, which included a kiln, road and cremation cemetery (CHER 00506). Roman and 
Saxon metalwork has also been recovered from Highfield Farm, as well as from metal 
detecting surveys carried out in West Perry, to the west of the proposed pipeline route. 
 
The proposed pipeline route straddles two medieval parishes, Dillington and Great 
Staugton. The site of a medieval hamlet is recorded at Great Stoughton and there is 
extensive evidence of medieval agriculture in the surrounding landscape in the form 
of ridge and furrow cropmarks. Gaynes Hall (see below) is located within 75m of 
Area 1 of the proposed pipeline route, and is situated within the upstanding 
earthworks of a medieval moated site. 
 
Much of the proposed pipeline route lies within the former parkland of Gaynes Hall. 
The park was first recorded in 1599 but may have earlier medieval origins. Gaynes 
Hall itself dates to the early 19th century and is Grade 2* listed. The hall and park were 
requisitioned for government use during the Second World War and, post-war, were 
used as a borstal until 1988 when HM Prison Littlehey was built. 
 
Field Survey Methodology 
 
The proposed survey area was divided into three sections, Area 1; located to the west 
of Crow Spinney Lane; Area 2, located to the east of Crow Spinney Lane and north of 
Gaynes Lodge Farm and Area B; located northwest of Gaynes Hall and adjacent to 
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Perry Wood. Area B was unavailable for survey as it was under pasture, as was the 
middle section of Area 1, (see Figure 2). 
 
Within Area 1, the survey area was defined by a 50m wide corridor centred on the 
pipeline route, whilst Area 2 was also defined by a 50m wide corridor with an 
additional two wider field-sized areas. The fieldwalking survey was undertaken along 
transects spaced at 10m intervals with artefacts collected according to 10m ‘collection 
points’. All artefacts were recovered, with the exception of modern items including 
plastic, shotgun cartridges and concrete. 
 
Archive 
 
Artefacts including worked flint, pottery, burnt clay, tile, metalwork and glass were 
recovered The collected artefacts have been assembled into a catalogued archive in 
line with Appendix 6 of MAP2 (English Heritage 1991) and are being stored at the 
CAU offices. 
 
 
Results 
 
Weather conditions were varied throughout the fieldwalking survey, alternating 
between sunny periods and thick cloud, although this is not deemed to have hampered 
the results. A total of c.17.99 ha was surveyed during this phase of work and the 
results are presented below. 
 
Area 1 
 
The Area 1 survey area was 690m long, 50m wide and totalled c.3.45 ha. Just over 
one third of this area (1.40 ha) was unavailable for fieldwalking as it fell within a 
pasture field adjoining Gaynes Hall, (see Figure 2). Ground surface visibility across 
the available survey area was very good.  
 
Two post-medieval artefact concentrations consisting primarily of brick and tile were 
identified; one between points 8-10 and the other between points 39-43, (see Figure 
2). Because of the large quantity of tile and brick fragments present between these 
points only a sample was retrieved. Also present within these concentrations was a 
small amount of post-medieval glass and pottery (see Appendix 2) and a number of 
fragments of burnt clay. The burnt clay is most likely the remains of medieval hand-
made bricks, or alternatively could be the broken remains of earlier loom-weights, 
(see Appendix 3). Two prehistoric worked flints were also recovered from Area 1, one 
at point B7 and the other at B41. 
 
Area 2 
 
The Area 2 survey area totalled 15.94 ha and was 1880m long, and 50m wide, which 
widened out to 212m to encompass the bulk of a whole field at the western end of the 
survey area, and again widened out to 118m in the mid section, (see Figures 3 and 4). 
Ground surface visibility across the survey area was predominately very good, 
although there was an accumulation of leaves and other vegetable matter partially 
obscuring the edges of fields closest to Crow Spinney Lane. 
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A moderate quantity of artefacts was recovered from the western half of Area 2 (see 
Figure 3) and included post-medieval tile and pottery together with more modern 
brick and glass. Also recovered was a single sherd of medieval pottery from point A8 
(see Appendix 2) and three widely dispersed prehistoric worked flints. The post-
medieval artefacts were relatively evenly distributed across the area, although there 
was a notably higher concentration of tile towards the northern boundary of the field. 
Significantly lower quantities of artefacts were recovered from the eastern half of 
Area 2 (see Figure 4), which included a small quantity of post-medieval-modern, tile, 
brick, glass and pottery. Of note were a single, small, sherd of medieval pot recovered 
from point B73 (see Appendix 2) and two widely separated prehistoric worked flints 
from points B69 and AD215. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
The results from the Area 1 fieldwalking survey are consistent with those of the 
previous phase of work (Billington & Tabor 2012) which indicated only a background 
level of prehistoric worked flint, and a complete absence of any Romano-British or 
earlier medieval artefacts. Of note however were the two concentrations of tile and 
brick which were too dense in number to be derived from manuring, and could instead 
represent either dumping of material, or other activity related to Gaynes Hall. Also of 
interest were the probable medieval brick fragments which could be associated with 
the medieval moated site within which Gaynes Hall is situated. 
 
As with Area 1, the quantity of prehistoric worked flint recovered from Area 2 is 
consistent with only very low-level background activity. Unlike Area 1 however, no 
concentrations of post-medieval or earlier material were identified and the recovered 
artefacts are likely to be derived from background activity and manuring. 
 
Overall, this fieldwalking survey indicates a background prehistoric presence within 
the immediate landscape, with no evidence for Romano-British or early medieval 
activity. In contrast, the presence of medieval and post-medieval artefact 
concentrations within Area 1 highlights the potential for related activity within that 
locale. 
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Appendix 1 – Worked Flint 
 
A total of five worked flints were recovered from the fieldwalking survey, and are 
detailed in Table 1 below. The only technologically diagnostic piece is a probable 
Neolithic core from transect B69. The remainder of the assemblage consists of poorly 
diagnostic generalised flake based waste which probably reflects later prehistoric 
(Bronze Age/Iron Age) flint working. 
 
Area Transect Type Date 

A1  B41  Tertiary  flake  Prehistoric  

A1  P156  Tertiary  flake  Prehistoric  

A2  B69   Core  Neolithic  

A2  S178  Tertiary  flake  Prehistoric  

A2  AD215  Tertiary  flake  Prehistoric  

Table 1: Recovered Flint 

 
 
Appendix 2 – Pottery  
 
A total of 31 sherds of pottery were recovered from the fieldwalking survey and are 
detailed in Table 2 below. 
 
Area Transect Date Notes/Fabric Sherds 
A1 A39 17th-18th c. lead glazed earthenware 1 

A1  B9  unknown  red  earthenware  1  

A1 D6 13th-15th c. course redware 1 

A1 D41 17th-18th c. lead glazed earthenware 1 

A1 D42 17th-18th c. lead glazed earthenware 1 

A2 A5 17th-18th c. lead glazed earthenware 2 

A2 A8 13th-14th c. course grey 1 

A2 B12 19th c. pattened white glazed ceramic 1 

A2 B73 13th-14th c. fine grey 1 

A2 B84 19th c. white glazed ceramic 1 

A2 C5 16th-17th c. handle. course redware 1 

A2 C79 19th c. pattened white glazed ceramic 2 

A2 C83 18th-19th c. stoneware base fragment 1 

A2 D2 17th-18th c. lead glazed earthenware 1 

A2 D60 17th-18th c. lead glazed earthenware 1 

A2 C63 17th-18th c. lead glazed earthenware 1 

A2  D92  18th-19th  c.  brown glazed stoneware 1 

A2 D159 19th c. white glazed ceramic 1 

A2 E13 19th c. white glazed ceramic 1 

A2 G121 17th-18th c. lead glazed earthenware 1 

A2 H120 17th-18th c. rim. glazed earthenware 1 

A2 H129 17th-18th c. lead glazed earthenware 1 

A2 J140 19th c. white glazed ceramic 1 

A2  J144  unknown  red  earthenware  1  

A2  K146  17th-18th  c.  green glazed earthenware 1 

A2  L138  19th  c.  pattened  white glazed ceramic 1 
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Area Transect Date Notes/Fabric Sherds 
A2 N154 19th c. white glazed ceramic 1 

A2 P162 17th-18th c. lead glazed earthenware 1 

A2 T172 17th-18th c. lead glazed earthenware 1 

A2 T174 19th c. white glazed ceramic 1 

A2 R173 19th c. brown glazed ceramic 1 

A2  X193  unknown  red  earthenware  1  

A2 X196 17th-18th c. lead glazed earthenware 1 

A2 Z193 19th c. white glazed ceramic 1 

A2 AC208 17th-18th c. lead glazed earthenware 1 

A2 AC216 17th-18th c. lead glazed earthenware 1 

Table 2: Recovered pottery 

 
 
Appendix 3 – Burnt and Worked Clay  
Simon Timberlake 
 
Some 355g of burnt clay was recovered during fieldwalking undertaken at this site. 
All of this appeared to be of the same type; consisting a very well-fired dense fabric, 
oxidised red on the exterior (2-3 mm), with a pink-buff coloured (oxidized) zone 
beneath (penetrating to a depth of 10mm), and a mid to dark grey reduced interior. 
Amongst the visible inclusions were rare small inclusions of broken white flint (max. 
3mm), a reddish (burnt) sandy silt (perhaps as pieces of grog (3mm)), and moderate 
burnt-out organic, notably the impressions of straw or grass stems, mostly visible 
towards the exterior. The largest piece (140g <005> A1(A9)) holds the impression of 
a small rounded pebble. In places very small gas vesicles attest to the moderately high 
firing temperature. This raises the question as to whether all of these are in fact pieces 
of crudely made early brick. Certainly the evidence of the external pressed and 
moulded surfaces suggest either very crude bricks, or else loom weights. 
Unfortunately insufficient surface(s) survive to be diagnostic of this in either respect. 
What is clear though is that these crudely worked (moulded) pieces are not properly 
kiln-fired, so if brick, they are liable to be early, quite possibly medieval in date. The 
quantities recovered were as follows: <005> A1(A9) 3 largest pieces (258g), <180> 
A2(F120) 1 small weathered fragment (4g), <090> A2(B6) 1 small fragment (8g), 
<020> A1(B9) 3 rounded weathered fragments (57g), <227> A2 (N154) 1 small 
fragment (6g), <181> A2(F121) 1 weathered fragment (22g) 
 
Appendix 4 – Slag 
Simon Tmberlake 
 
Two undiagnostic pieces of iron smithing slag weighing 4g (<122> A2(B82)) and 48g 
(<129> A2(B109)) respectively were recovered during fieldwalking. Both of these 
show inclusions of highly fired and vitrified clay and crushed flint and probably 
represent examples of the vitrified slagged linings of a smithing hearth. The 
appearance of these suggest that they might be associated with a coal-fired hearth, 
therefore are most likely to be post-medieval in date, as well as being of local 
provenance. A further piece of dark glassy slag (<231> A2(N161) weight 20g) which 
was interspersed throughout with round gas vesicles (bubbles) was distinctly different, 
and is most likely to be an example of 19th to 20th  century blast furnace slag, perhaps 
brought into the area as ballast or road metal. 
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Figure 3. Plan of Western half of Area 2.
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Figure 4. Plan of Eastern half of Area 2.
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Figure 5b. Photograph of Area 1, looking South.

Figure 5a. Photograph of Area 2, looking East.
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