
CAMBRIDGE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNIT



The Showfields, Whittlesey: 

An Archaeological Evaluation 

Ricky Patten

Illustrations by Bryan Crossan

© Cambridge Archaeological Unit

Event Number ECB4099



 .............................................................................................................................. ............. 1 

 ..............................................................................................................................  1 

 ........................................................................................................ 2 

 .............................................................................................................................. .... 3 

 .............................................................................................................................. ............ 4 

 .............................................................................................................................. ...... 8 

 .............................................................................................................................. .......... 9 

 .......................................................................................................... 9 

 ............................................................................................. 11 

 .................................................... 12 

 ............................................................................................................. 14 

 ............................................................................................................................. 15 

 ........................................................................................................... 18 



1 

 

Summary

INTRODUCTION
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Archaeological Background
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Methodology
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RESULTS

Test Pit Depth (m)

Table 1:

Trench Sample Pottery Animal Bone Worked Stone Shell Glass Brick/ Tile
29
31
32
34
39
40

Table 2:
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F.8 F.9 F.11 F.14 F.17 F.19 F.20 F.23 F.24
F.26 F.31 F.32 F.54 F.55 F.65

F.37 F.36

F.39

F.38

F.44
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F.42

F.43

F.25 F.28 F.32

F.10 F.13
F.14 F.15 F.16 F.17 F.18 F.19 F.20 F.21 F.22 F.26

F.12
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F.59 F.60 F.61 F.62

F.51

Trench Feature Number Feature Type Trench Feature Number Feature Type
5 55
6

57
32

39

40
42 60
43 61

48 63

Table 3:
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DISCUSSION
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APPENDIX

Roman Pottery

Trench Number of Sherds Weight (g) Rim%

Total
Table 4:

Fabric Number of Sherds Weight (g) Rim%

Total 573 11877 964
Table 5:
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Faunal Remains

Taxon

Romano-British Undated
Post-

Medieval
Site 1

(Trench 27)
Site 2 

(Trenches 29, 31 & 34) Trench 39 Trench 33

Sub-total 
to species 15 26 1 .

Total
41 33

1 1
Table 6:
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Charred Plant Macrofossils and other remains
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Sample No. 1 2 3
Context No. 86 89 20
Feature No. 43 44 10
Feature type Pit Ditch Ditch
Field No. B B E
Plant macrofossils

Other remains

Sample volume (litres) 14 18 28
Volume of flot (litres) <0.1 <0.1 <0.1
% flot sorted 100% 100% 100%

Table 7:
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TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS

Trench 1
General Description Orientation

Avg. Topsoil Depth (m)
Avg. Subsoil Depth (m)
Width (m)
Length (m)
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General Description Orientation
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Width (m)
Length (m)
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General Description Orientation
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Width (m)
Length (m)
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General Description Orientation
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Width (m)
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General Description Orientation
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Feature 
No.

Feature    
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Context 
No.

Cut/Fill/ 
Layer

Width   
(m)
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Selected 
Artefacts Comments
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Trench 6
General Description Orientation

Avg. Topsoil Depth (m)
Avg. Subsoil Depth (m)
Width (m)
Length (m)

Feature 
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Feature    
Type
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Selected 
Artefacts Comments

Trench 7  
General Description Orientation

Avg. Topsoil Depth (m)
Avg. Subsoil Depth (m)
Width (m)
Length (m)

Trench 8
General Description Orientation

Avg. Topsoil Depth (m)
Avg. Subsoil Depth (m)
Width (m)
Length (m)

Trench 9
General Description Orientation

Avg. Topsoil Depth (m)
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Width (m)
Length (m)
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General Description Orientation

Avg. Topsoil Depth (m)
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Width (m)
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Trench 11
General Description Orientation

Avg. Topsoil Depth (m)
Avg. Subsoil Depth (m)
Width (m)
Length (m)

Trench 12
General Description Orientation

Avg. Topsoil Depth (m)
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Width (m)
Length (m)
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General Description Orientation
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General Description Orientation
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Width (m)
Length (m)

Trench 17
General Description Orientation

Avg. Topsoil Depth (m)
Avg. Subsoil Depth (m)
Width (m)
Length (m)
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Trench 18
General Description Orientation
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Length (m)
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Figure 1. Location Plan
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[81]

[76]

F.38

Figure 4. Iron Age activity in Trench 6 (Photograph of south facing
section of F.38).

Tr.6

F.38 Iron Age pit?

F.39

0

metres

0.5

0

metres

10

Evaluation trench

Archaeological feature

Excavated slot

5.22m OD
N S



F.5 c.1
0

F.4 c.0
8

F.1 c.0
2

F.2 c.0
4

F.3 c.0
6

c.1
2

c.1
6

F.9 c.1
8

c.2
2

c.4
6

F.1
2

c.2
4

F.1
0

c.1
9

F.1
3

c.2
1

F.1
4

c.2
3

F.1
5

c.2
5

F.1
6

c.2
7

F.1
7

c.2
9

F.2
6

c.5
1

F.1
8

c.3
1

F.1
9

c.3
3

F.2
0

c.3
5

F.2
1

c.3
7

F.2
2

c.3
9

F.2
7

c.5
4

F.2
8

c.5
6

F.2
9

c.5
8

F.3
0

c.6
0

F.3
2

c.6
4

F.3
1

c.6
2

F.3
4

c.6
8

F.3
3

c.6
6

F.3
6

c.7
2

F.3
8

c.7
6

F.3
9

c.7
8 F.3

7
c. 7

4

F.4
0

c.8
0

F.4
4

c.9
2

F.4
2

c.9
5

Qu
arr

y

F
.4
7

F
.4
6

F
.4
8

F
.4
9

F
.5
0

E

F
.5
1

E

E

F.53
F.54 F.55N

F
.6
7

S

F
.6
0

F
.5
9

F
.6
2

F
.6
1

F
.6
5

F
.5
8

W

F.66 S

S

N

F.56
N

F.63

F.57 F.64

Fi
gu

re
 5

. C
ro

pm
ar

k 
pl

ot
 a

nd
 a

re
as

 w
ith

 p
er

tin
te

nt
 a

rc
ha

eo
lo

gy
.

T
r
.5
7

T
r
.5
8

T
r
.5
9

Tr.60

T
r
.5
5

T
r
.6
7

Tr.56

Tr.65

T
r
.6
2

Tr.63

B 10
40

EAST DELPH

0
m

eT
r.e

s
20

0

Tr
.5

5Tr
.5

6

Tr
.5

7

Tr
.5

8 

Tr
.6

2

Tr
.6

3
Tr

.6
4

Tr
.6

5

Tr
.5

9

Tr
.6

0 Tr
.6

1

P
er

tin
te

nt
 a

rc
ha

eo
lo

gy

C
ro

pm
ar

ks

Tr
.3

Tr
.1

Tr
.2

Tr
.4Tr

.5

Tr
.1

1

Tr
.1

2
Tr

.1
0

Tr
.6Tr

.7

Tr
.9

Tr
.8

Tr
.5

1

Tr
.5

0

Tr
.4

9

Tr
.4

8Tr
.4

7

Tr
.4

5

S
ite

 2

S
ite

 3

S
ite

 1

Tr
.4

4

Tr
.4

2

Tr
.4

1

Tr
.3

7

Tr
.3

8

Tr
.3

9

Tr
.4

0
Tr

.4
6

Tr
.4

3

Tr
.5

4

Tr
.5

3Tr
.5

2

Tr
.1

5

Tr
.2

9

Tr
.2

7

Tr
.2

6

Tr
.2

8a

Tr
.2

3

Tr
.2

4
Tr

.1
9

Tr
.2

1

Tr
.1

7

Tr
.1

8

Tr
.3

2

Tr
.3

0

Tr
.2

9Tr
.3

1

Tr
.2

5

Tr
.2

0

Tr
.3

3
Tr

.3
4

Tr
.3

5

Tr
.3

6

Tr
.2

2

Tr
.2

8b

a

b



Figure 6. Site 1 archaeology (Photograph of south facing section of.44).

Tr.27

Tr.26

Tr.22

F.44

F.42

[89]

[90]
[92]

[91]

F.44

0

metres

50

0

metres

1

Evaluation trench
Archaeological feature
Excavated slot
Natural

5.10m OD
EW



T
r3
2

T
r3
0

F
i
g
u
r
e
 
7
.
 
S
i
t
e
 
2
 
a
r
c
h
a
e
o
l
o
g
y
 
w
i
t
h
 
p
h
o
t
o
g
r
a
p
h
 
o
f
 
s
o
u
t
h
 
f
a
c
i
n
g
 
s
e
c
t
i
o
n
 
o
f
 
F

.
1
0
,
 T
re
n
ch
 3
1
,

s
h
o
w
i
n
g

p
o
t
t
e
r
y

. 

T
r3
1

T
r3
3

T
r3
4

T
r2
9

T
r3
5

F.
1
2

F.
1
0

F.
1
3

F.
1
5

F.
1
6

F.
1
8

F.
2
1

F.
2
2

F.
2
7

F.
2
8

F.
2
5

F.
2
9

F.
3
0

[
5
0
]

[
4
9
]

F.
2
5

[
2
0
]

[
2
6
]

[
1
9
]

F.
1
0

F.
1
3

[
2
5
]

4
.
5
0
m
 
O
D

4
.
5
5
m
 
O
D

W
E

E
W

0
m
e
t
r
e
s

5
0

0
m
e
t
r
e
s

1

0

m
e
t
r
e
s

1

E
v
a
l
u
a
t
i
o
n

 
t
r
e
n
c
h

A
r
c
h
a
e
o
l
og
i
c
a
l
 
f
e
a
t
u
r
e

E
x
c
a
v
a
t
e
d
 
s
l
o
t

N
a
t
u
r
a
l



T
r
.5
7

T
r
.5
8

T
r
.6
7

Tr.56

Tr.65

T
r
.6
2

Tr.63

T
r
6
7

Tr65

T
r
6
2

Tr63

Tr
.5

5Tr
.5

6

Tr
.5

7

Tr
.5

8

Tr
.6

2

Tr
.6

3

Tr
.6

4

Tr
.6

5

Tr
.6

0

Tr
.5

9
Tr

.6
1

TR
.6

2TR
.6

3

TR
.6

4

TR
.6

5
TR

.6
0

Fi
gu

re
 8

. P
ha

se
 2

 a
nd

 S
ite

 3
 a

rc
ha

eo
lo

gy
 w

ith
 it

s 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

p 
to

 n
ea

rb
y 

cr
op

m
ar

ks
.

0

m
et

re
s

10
0

0
m

et
re

s
10

0

F.
47

F.
46

F.
48

F.
49

F.
50

F.
51

F.
53

F.
54

F.
55

F.
67

F.
60

F.
59

F.
62

F.
61

F.
65F.

58

F.
66

F.
56

F.
63

F.
57

F.
64

E
va

lu
at

io
n 

tre
nc

h

A
rc

ha
eo

lo
gi

ca
l f

ea
tu

re

P
D

A

P
ro

je
ct

io
n 

of
 fe

at
ur

e

C
ro

pm
ar

ks



F.47
F.46F.48

F.49F.50
E

F.51 E

E

F.53
F.54

F .55
N

F.67 S

F.60F.59

F.62F.61F.65

F.58W

F.
66

S

S

N

F.56
N

F.63

F.57
F.64

Tr57

Tr58

Tr59

Tr60

Tr55

Tr67

Tr
56

Tr
65

Tr62

Tr63

Figure 9. Plan of Roman activity.
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