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Appendix 1: Finds and environmental assessment reports 

Introduction 

A little over 23,000 items, weighing 511kg, were recovered from the recent 
excavations undertaken at the St. John’s Triangle site. Given the limited number and 
size of the excavated trenches, this represents a relatively large amount of material 
that is of particular importance due to the fine-grained stratigraphic sequence that was 
encountered during its excavation. Usefully, large assemblages of broadly similar 
materials have recently been recovered from the Grand Arcade site (Cessford 2007), 
and smaller groups have also been excavated at both Bradwell’s Court (Newman 
2007) and Hostel Yard, Corpus Christi (Cessford 2005), thus providing excellent local 
parallels for the St. John’s Triangle material. However, it is important to note that at 
least three discrete assembleges of artefacts at the present site – those derived from 
late 16th/early 17th century pit F.400, early 18th century pit F.434 and late 18th century 
cellar backfill F.553, along with the 13th/14th century walrus ivory knife handle 
recovered from F.439 – stand out as being of regional (and, especially in the case of 
F.553, national) significance (see Table 6). 
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F.400 
 

14 - 66 - 3 46 16 2 ± 1663 * + - 

F.434 
(etc.) 
 

5 - 9 - 21 71 25 2 ± 102 ± + - 

F.553 
 

48 2 13 1 68 288+ 6 1 + 223 ± + Glass beads  
and textile  
fragments 

Table 6: Breakdown of material types present within the three major assemblages (Key: - = not 
present, ± = occasional, + = frequent and * = very frequent; numbers relate to fragment count unless 
otherwise stated, m.n.i. = minimum number of individual items). 
 

For the purposes of the following analysis, a broad threefold division of the 
assemblage has been observed. Assessments have been separated into the following 
categories: those of artefacts (which includes metalwork, metalworking debris, 
worked stone, flint, glass, pottery, clay tobacco pipe, worked bone, ivory and antler 
plus miscellaneous materials); those of building materials (which includes moulded 
stone and bricks/tiles); and those of zoological and botanical remains (which includes 
human bone, animal bone, fish bone, environmental remains and radiocarbon dating 
results). Although written by the named specialists, the individual reports have 
subsequently been edited by the principal author with regard to their standardisation, 
cross-referencing and the exclusion of any extraneous or repetitive material. 
 



 153

Part I: Artefacts 

Metalwork assessment 
In total 470 metal objects, weighing 16.61kg, were recovered from the St. John’s 
Triangle site. These artefacts have been subdivided by material type – with the 
exception of coins, jettons and tokens, which are considered separately – and the 
objects in each category are presented in period order for ease of reference. 
 

Coins, jettons and tokens  

By Martin Allen 
 

Six coins, jettons and tokens were recovered from the St. John’s Triangle site. The 
assemblage includes two Roman coins (of 2nd and 3rd century date respectively) that 
were derived from residual contexts, three illegible coins or jettons of probable 
16th/17th century date and a copper-alloy rose farthing token of Charles I (dated 1636-
44) which had been mortared into wall [2213]. None of these items are of particular 
significance. They comprise: 
 

A Roman copper alloy sestertius, dating to the 2nd century AD, which was recovered from <2020> 
[4012] F.403. This is illegible, and weighs 15.09g.  
 

A probable Roman copper alloy radiate, dating to the 3rd century AD, which was recovered from 
<1763> [2043] F.270. This is illegible, c.21 mm in diameter and weighs 2.00g (although it is 
partially chipped).  
 

An illegible copper alloy coin or jetton, measuring 24 mm in diameter, which was recovered from 
<1758> [1261] F.532. This weighs 3.01g. 
 

An illegible copper alloy coin or jetton, measuring c.24 mm in diameter, which was recovered 
from <1765> [2083] F.222. This weighs 2.19g (although it is partially chipped, with small 
detached fragments). 
 

An illegible copper alloy coin, jetton or token, measuring c.20 mm in diameter, which was 
recovered from <1769> [2116] F.277. This weighs 1.23g (although it is broken into two pieces, 
with fragments missing). 
 

A Charles I (1625-49) copper-alloy rose farthing token, of uncertain type and privy mark dating to 
1636-44, which was recovered from <2000> [2213]. This weighs 0.51g. 

 

Copper-alloy assessment 

With Andrew Hall  
 

In total 157 copper-alloy objects, weighing 358g, were recovered from the St. John’s 
Triangle site. All of the significant and/or identifiable items in this assemblage are 
detailed below, where they have been subdivided by period and are presented in 
feature order. 
 

Saxo-Norman 

One copper-alloy artefact (weighing 2g) of Saxo-Norman date was recovered. It 
consists of the combined pin and bar from a simple buckle. 
 

F.251 (11th century in date): a near complete cast ‘T’ shaped combined pin and bar from a small 
buckle (<2058>), the bar of which tapered to a sharp point, recovered from fill [1052]. It measures 
24mm in length, 17mm in width and weighs 2g. The object has shallow grooves at its terminals, 
and is similar to a somewhat smaller example from London that is dated to the 14th century (Egan 
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& Pritchard 2002, 103 – No. 445). Although the St. John’s example may therefore be intrusive, it 
could equally well represent an early example of a long-lived simple buckle form. 

 

Medieval 

20 copper-alloy artefacts (weighing 158g) of Medieval date were recovered. The 
identified items include a buckle, three plates and a bar/ingot. 
 

F.231 (14th/15th century in date): a plate fragment (<1771>), measuring 42mm in length by 9mm in 
width and weighing 2g, was recovered from fill [2142]. A smaller fragment, from a separate plate, 
was also present in this fill (weighing <1g) along with an unidentifiable lump (weighing 2g). 
 

F.276 (15th century in date): one half of a cast buckle (<1768>), of bi-lobed design with an 
apparently moulded edge on the inner face, was recovered from fill [2108]. It measures 33mm in 
length, 14mm+ in width and weighs 5g. A similar example from London (Egan & Pritchard 2002, 
103 - No. 472) has been dated to the 15th/16th centuries.  
 

F.445 (13th to 15th century in date): a bar (or ingot?) fragment (<2007>), which is sub-rectangular 
in section, was recovered from fill [4051]. It measures 67mm in length, and weighs 54g.  
 

F.533 (15th/16th century in date): a complete plate or fitting (<1759>), with two opposing arms 
extending at right angles from a central sub-rounded hole, was recovered from fill [1262]. It 
measures 74mm in length, and weighs 5g. 

 

Post-Medieval 

77 copper-alloy artefacts (weighing 80g) of Post-Medieval date were recovered. The 
identified items include three buckles, four plates, a brooch/buckle, a bookclasp and 
the remains of at least three lace aiglets and ten pins. 
 

F.113 (16th century in date): a complete cast double-oval buckle (<1752>) was recovered from fill 
[1063]. This was decorated with simple lobes at the junction of its bar and frame, and an ornate 
casting was present on the latter; the central pin was absent. It measures 48mm in length by 35mm 
in width, weighs 10g and is very similar to published examples from Norwich (Margeson 1993, 31 
– No.s 174 and 175) and London (Egan 2005, 35 – No. 88). Of interest is the shiny black coating to 
the buckle, surviving in parts on both the front and reverse sides; a similar coating was also noted 
on the London example, which was dated to the 17th century. 
 

F.119 (16th century in date): a small plate or hinge fragment (<1753>) was recovered from fill 
[1081]. It measures 31mm in length, and weighs 2g. 
 

F.123 (16th century in date): a fragment from a sub-circular/sub-oval plate (<1755>) was recovered 
from fill [1141]. It measures 32mm in length by 28mm in width and weighs 2g. 
 

F.130 (16th century in date): 20 fragments (<2053>), representing a minimum of two lace aiglets 
and four pins, were recovered from sample 101 of fill [1132]. They weigh 3g. 
 

F.206 (16th century in date): a complete tack (<2054>) was recovered from sample 200 of fill 
[1052]. It measures 11mm in length, with a head that is also 11mm in diameter, and weighs 1g. 
 

F.220 (16th century in date): a small plate or hinge fragment (<1764>) was recovered from fill 
[2075]. It measures 38mm in length, and weighs <1g. 
 

F.222 (16th century in date): a near complete object of indeterminate function, of figure-of-eight 
design with two incomplete lugs at one end and no visible decoration (perhaps a buckle?), was 
recovered from fill <1766> [2084]. It measures 50mm in length, 24mm in width and weighs 9g. 
 

F.400 (late 16th/early 17th century in date): a copper alloy brooch or button (<2004>), with traces 
of a mount on one side, was recovered from upper fill [4023]. It is circular in form, c.22mm in 
diameter, and weighs 1g. From the same fill, <2005> represents a probable book clasp that is 
49mm in length and 13mm in width (weighing 4g), a decorated lace aiglet 25mm in length and 
2mm in diameter (weighing <1g), seven badly corroded fragments from a probable buckle 
(weighing 1g) and an undiagnostic plate fragment (weighing <1g). From lower fill [4031], five 



 155

undiagnostic plate fragments were recovered (<2006>, weighing 4g) along with six pin fragments 
(<2059>, weighing <1g) from sample 401. 

 

Modern 

59 copper-alloy artefacts (weighing 95g) of Modern date were recovered. The 
identified items include fragments from at least two vessels, a spur, a hinge, a plate 
and a tube/fitting. 
 

F.202 (19th century in date): two fragments from a vessel rim, or fitting, (<1761>) were recovered 
from fill [2007]. They measure 55mm and 69mm in length respectively, and weigh 4g. 
 

F.406 (early 18th century in date): a near complete hinge (<2002>), with four segmented brackets 
arranged equidistantly along its length, was recovered from fill [4018]. It measures 117mm in 
length by 14mm in width, and weighs 6g. A small plate fragment, measuring 21mm in length by 
16mm in width and weighing 2g, was also recovered from this fill. 

 

F.407 (18th century in date): a sub-rectangular plate fragment (<2003>) was recovered from fill 
[4020]. It measures 64mm in length by 17mm in width, and weighs 4g. 
 

F.508 (18th century in date): a near complete cast rowel spur (<1749>), lacking the rowel and the 
terminal end of one arm, was recovered from fill [1052]. It measures 82mm in length, and weighs 
33g. The terminals are fashioned in the form of a figure-of-eight, with straightened arms or ‘sides’ 
flanking the ankle, thus indicating a Post-Medieval date (Clark 2004). Although it is fairly similar 
to 17th century examples excavated from Norwich (cf. Margeson 1993), no exact parallels have 
been found. 
 

F.534 (18th/19th century in date): a tube or fitting (<1757>), formed from a compressed plate, was 
recovered from fill [1201]. It measures 61mm in length by 9mm in diameter, and weighs 21g. 
 

F.553 (late 18th century in date): seven fragments from a vessel rim or base (<1862>) were 
recovered from fill [2173]; they weigh 11g. In addition 41 fragments, weighing 1g and 
representing a minimum of five pins, were recovered from sample 215. 

 

Lead/lead-alloy assessment 
In total seven lead/lead-alloy objects, weighing 235g, were recovered from the St. 
John’s Triangle site. All of the significant and/or identifiable items in this assemblage 
are detailed below, where they have been subdivided by period and are presented in 
feature order. 
 

Saxo-Norman 

One lead/lead-alloy artefact (weighing 1g) of Saxo-Norman date was recovered: 
 

F.545 (12th century in date): a strip fragment (<1830>), which is square in section, was recovered 
from fill [1273]. It measures 43mm in length by 1.5mm in width, and weighs 1g. 
 

Medieval 

One lead/lead-alloy artefact (weighing 32g) of Medieval date was recovered:  
 

F.231 (14th/15th century in date): a curvilinear strip (<1832>), which is sub-rectangular in section, 
was recovered from fill [2142]. It measures 95mm in length by 12mm in width, and weighs 32g. 

 

Post-Medieval 

Two lead/lead-alloy artefacts (weighing 189g) of Post-Medieval date were recovered:  
 

F.502 (17th/18th century in date): a sub-rectangular plate (<1828>) – which has been folded in half 
and partially trimmed, with numerous tool marks showing – was recovered from fill [1054]. It 
measures 145mm in length by 58mm in width, and weighs 147g. 
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F.535 (16th century in date): an irregular strip fragment (<1829>), which may possibly represent an 
off-cut, was recovered from fill [1205]. It measures 137mm in length by a maximum 13mm in 
width, and weighs 33g. 

 

Modern 

 Three lead/lead-alloy artefacts (weighing 13g) of Modern date were recovered:  
 

F.201 (19th century in date): an undiagnostic curvilinear fragment (<1831>) was recovered from 
fill [2002]. It measures 57mm in length by 11mm in width, and weighs 4g. 
 

F.553 (late 18th century in date): two fragments of window came (<1864>) were recovered from 
fill [2173]. They measure 50mm and 44mm in length respectively, and weigh 8g. 

 

Iron assessment 
In total 300 iron objects, weighing 16.02kg, were recovered from the St. John’s 
Triangle site, although the majority of this assemblage consists of nails and 
unidentifiable corroded lumps. All of the significant and/or identifiable items are 
detailed below, where they have been subdivided by period and are presented in 
feature order. 
 

Roman 

Seven iron artefacts (weighing 209g) of Roman date were recovered. The identified 
items include a corroded object which appears to have formed part of the head of a 
hafted tool. 
 

F.183 (2nd/3rd century in date): a corroded object, which appears to have formed part of the head 
of a hafted tool (<2010>), was recovered from fill [1352]. It measures 81mm in length by 38mm in 
width, and weighs 72g. 

 

Saxo-Norman 

Ten iron artefacts (weighing 57g) of Saxo-Norman date were recovered, although 
they consist almost entirely of nail fragments; such pieces were recovered from F.244, 
F.247, F.250, F.251, F.545 and F.550. In addition, however, F.251 also contained a 
possible fishhook.  
 

F.251 (11th century in date): a small hooked object (<2014>, which consists of 2=1 fragments) was 
recovered from fill [2253]; it may perhaps represent a fishhook. It measures 24mm in length by 
12mm in width, and weighs 1g. 

 

Medieval 

49 iron artefacts (weighing 2.46kg) of Medieval date were recovered. The identified 
items include a barrel padlock, a key, a horseshoe fragment and a socketed tool.  
 

F.196 (15th century in date): a key and a horseshoe fragment (<1802>) were recovered from layer 
[1298]. The former measures 73mm in length by up to 26mm in width and weighs 28g, whilst the 
latter measures 92mm in length by 27mm in width and weighs 42g. 
 

F.277 (15th century in date): a small socketed tool fragment (<1809>) was recovered from layer 
[2116]. It measures 57mm in length by 20mm in width, and weighs 21g. Two nail fragments and 
an unidentifiable ‘lump’ were also present in this feature. 
 

F.278 (15th century in date): a curvilinear plate fragment (<1815>), which is rectangular in section, 
was recovered from layer [2141]. It measures 73mm in length by 28mm in width, and weighs 69g. 
 



 157

F.279 (15th century in date): a small barrel padlock (<1773>), which is sub-square in section with a 
small triangular projection on one side, was recovered from layer [2155]. It measures 58mm in 
length by 26mm in width and weighs 66g. 

 

 
 
Figure 42: X-rayed iron artefacts, including a 16th century key recovered from F.112 (A), a 
15th century barrel padlock recovered from F.279 (B) and a 16th century axe head recovered 
from F.267 (C).  

 

Post-Medieval 

178 iron artefacts (weighing 8.51kg) of Post-Medieval date were recovered. The 
identified items include an axe head, a crowbar, a hoe/rake, a strap hinge, a buckle, a 
tenter peg, a hoop, a key, a spur, a sheath chape, a socketed tool, two tubes/fittings, 
two knife handles and four knife blades. 
 

F.112 (16th century in date): a curved handle or hoop fragment (consisting of 2=1 pieces), which is 
sub-rectangular in section, was recovered from fill <1778> [1060]. It measures 315mm in length 
by 20mm in width, and weighs 494g. Other artefacts present include a spur fragment, which 
consists only of the upper bifurcating portion; this measures 50mm in length by 50mm in width, 
and weighs 25g. There was also a knife blade (consisting of 2=1 pieces) from which the tang and 
point have been broken; this measures 95mm in length by 18mm in width, and weighs 25g. In 
addition, a key measuring 115mm in length by 29mm in width and weighing 102g, plus a hollow 
tubular fragment or fitting measuring 34mm in length by 5mm in diameter and weighing 2g, were 
identified. Finally, 14 nail fragments were also present in this feature. 
 

F.121 (16th century in date): a socketed tool fragment (<1780>), which appears to have broken off 
at the end of the shaft, was recovered from fill [1092]. It measures 92mm in length by 30mm in 
width, and weighs 54g. 
 

F.126 (16th century in date): a hollow tubular fragment (<1782>), which is triangular in section, 
was recovered from fill [1121]. It measures 70mm in length by 10mm in diameter, and weighs 
25g. Three nail fragments were also present in this feature. 
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F.156 (16th century in date): a rectangular plate or blade fragment (<1795>) was recovered from 
fill [1237]. It measures 68mm in length by 29mm in width, and weighs 24g. Two nail fragments 
were also present in this feature. 
  

F.206 (16th century in date): a complete (or near complete) crowbar or jemmy (<1827>), which is 
sub-rectangular in section, was recovered from fill [2020]. It measures 565mm in length by 38mm 
in width, and weighs 2250g. 
 

F.221 (16th century in date): a probable knife handle fragment (<1807>), which is sub-oval in 
section and has a probable suspension hole situated towards its terminal end, was recovered from 
fill [2080]. It measures 76mm in length by 16mm in width, and weighs 21g. Three nail fragments 
and an unidentified ‘lump’ were also present in this feature. 
 

F.267 (16th century in date): a number of artefacts were recovered from layer <1816> [2159]. 
These include a complete axe head, which measures 200mm in length by 127mm in width, and a 
disc (possibly a hammered ingot?) measuring 95mm in diameter. There was also a probable strap 
hinge (consisting of 2=1 pieces), which comprises a long strap with numerous rivets and traces of 
mineralised wood that terminates in a 90˚ hinge. It measures 390mm in length by 38mm in width, 
and weighs 663g. In addition, a bi-lobed buckle (consisting of 3=1 pieces, minus the pin) was 
present: this measures 58mm in length by 52mm in width and weighs 30g. These objects were 
recovered from the uppermost floor deposit of Workshop 2, which also contained significant 
quantities of metalworking slag.  
 

F.274 (16th century in date): a complete or near complete small hoe/rake (consisting of 3=1 pieces) 
was recovered from layer <1810> [2118]. It measures 500mm in length, its shaft is 15mm in 
diameter and the head is by 190mm in width; it weighs 1163g. It was recovered from the make-up 
deposit for a floor within Workshop 2; it may well therefore have been utilised in connection with 
metalworking activity. Three nail fragments and an unidentified ‘lump’ were also present in this 
feature. 
 

F.400 (late 16th/early 17th century in date): 27 nail fragments (weighing 388g) and two blade 
fragments (weighing 31g) were recovered from upper fill <2016> [4023]. From lower fill <2017> 
[4031], 20 nail fragments (weighing 154g) were recovered, along with a number of other objects. 
A complete tenter peg or latch rest, measuring 124mm in length by 42mm in width and weighing 
86g, was present, as was a pointed sheath chape measuring 42mm in length by 20mm in width and 
weighing 9g. The remains of a wooden knife handle, which had mineralised onto the remnants of 
the iron blade, was also identified. This measures 68mm in length by 16mm in width, and weighs 
13g; four iron rivets are visible along its length. Finally, three blade fragments (of which 2=1) 
were recovered. The former measures a combined length of 134mm by 30mm wide and weighs 
54g, whilst the latter measures 34mm in length by 18mm in width and weighs 11g. The pit from 
which these objects were recovered originally appears to have been revetted; the large number of 
nails that were present (47) may therefore have derived from a decayed timber lining. 

 

Modern 

28 iron artefacts (weighing 5.37kg) of Modern date were recovered. The identified 
items include a sheath chape, a hook, a knife blade, two pieces of fire surround and a 
possible barrel padlock. 
 

F.406 (early 18th century in date): a triangular object (possibly a sheath chape?) was recovered 
from fill <2015> [4018]. It measures 96mm in length by 44mm in width, and weighs 32g. 
 

F.434 (early 18th century in date): a hooked object (<2067>), which is sub-rectangular in section, 
was recovered from fill [4115]. It measures 282mm in length by 27mm in width, and weighs 234g. 
A heavily corroded cylindrical object, which may represent a barrel padlock, was also recovered; 
this measures 90mm in length by 42mm in diameter, and weighs 428g. A large nail was also 
present. 
 

F.553 (late 18th century in date): a blade fragment (consisting of 2=1 pieces), which tapers to a 
sharp point, was recovered from fill <1818> [2173]. It measures 87mm in length by 26mm in 
width, and weighs 25g. Three nail fragments and two unidentifiable ‘lumps’ (possibly derived 
from metalworking waste) were also present, as were four architectural fragments. Two of the 
latter are derived from a decorated cast-iron fire surround; they measure 355mm in length by 



 159

62mm in width and 280mm in length by 40mm in width respectively, and weigh 1853g. They most 
probably comprised elements in an elaborate register grate; these were the most sophisticated coal-
burning grates of the period, having first been introduced during the mid 18th century (Eveleigh 
1983, 6-7). The two remaining fragments may well have been associated with the same feature, 
although they are of indeterminate function. They comprise parts of two separate but identical 
plates with rectangular openings and bolthole attachments, which had clearly once been mortared 
into a structure (possibly the chimney breast?). They measure 215mm in length by 205mm in 
width and 185mm in length by 165mm in width respectively, and weigh 2324g. 

 

Conclusion 
The metalwork assemblage recovered from the St. John’s Triangle site is of 
reasonable size, and the majority of objects were derived from well-stratified and 
securely dated contexts. Indeed, although no individually spectacular artefacts were 
present, a number of significant groups have been identified. The most important of 
these comprise; the tools and other artefacts associated with the 16th century 
metalworking workshop represented by F.267 and F.274 (and probably also including 
the crowbar deposited in F.206), the material inserted into 16th/17th century rubbish 
pit F.400 and the material deposited into late 18th century cellar backfill F.553. The 
15th century barrel padlock recovered from F.279 and the keys present in 15th century 
F.196 and 16th century F.112 are also of significance. It is recommended that the 
majority of the identified iron objects are x-rayed in order to facilitate a clearer 
understanding of their forms; a number of the unidentified objects and ‘lumps’ should 
also be x-rayed in order to determine their nature. Several of the items (especially 
those derived from well-dated features containing extensive assemblages of other 
material types) then merit illustration as part of a synthetic publication.  
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Metalworking debris assessment  
By Simon Timberlake 
 

A little over 375 fragments of iron and copper-alloy slag, along with other associated 
metalworking products, were retained from the excavations at the St. John’s Triangle 
site; this assemblage weighed 23.52kg. Although evidence for metalworking activity 
was encountered within contexts spanning the 14th to the 18th centuries, the vast 
majority of this material was derived from three small-scale 16th to 17th century 
industrial/craft workshop structures (Workshops 1 to 3) that were situated in two 
separate frontage properties (see further the Post-Medieval discussion section, above). 
 

Methodology 

All of the samples were examined in hand-specimen form only, and slag fragments 
were occasionally broken for examination. Hardness tests were undertaken using a 
steel knife, whilst the free iron content was tested on some specimens using a magnet; 
the internal structure of the slags was examined using a table-mounted illuminated 
magnifying lens. Individual pieces of slag were weighed where this was thought to be 
relevant, or where samples had not previously been recorded. 
 

Results 
The predominantly iron-working debris has been placed into categories according to 
the identification of some of the recognised products of a secondary smithing 
operation (i.e. activity relating to the manufacture or repair of iron objects); the 
categories used correspond to those described by Cowgill (forthcoming). However, in 
this particular instance an additional category has also been included. This relates to 
the production of what have been termed ‘spheroidal slag droplets’, which comprise 
part-melted slag droplets that have fallen back into the hearth following the addition 
of sand as a flux to reduce hammer-scale in advance of welding. See Table 7, below, 
for the breakdown of the categories used. 
 

Activity Type Number of 
major pieces 

Hearth and proto-hearth bases 55 
Slag smithing lumps 30 
Spheroidal slag droplets (welding) 140 
Cindery iron slag 25+ 
Fuel slag 79 
Vitrified slag (slag hearth lining, tuyere or crucible) 3+ 
Hammer-scale (from forging on anvil) Common 

 
 
 
Secondary iron 
smithing 

Waste iron from smithing 25 
Non-ferrous 
metalworking 

Copper-alloy slag 2 

Table 7: Types of iron-working and other metalworking slag and debris by category. 

 

Hearth bases 

Hearth bases are formed by the fusing and melting of slag that has accumulated within 
the hearth as a result of the reaction between the iron being smithed coming into 
contact with sand, fuel ash, the fired clay refractories and the clay lining of the hearth 
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itself. Typically, hearth bases are identifiable by their plano-convex shape and 
frequently also by a central depression caused by the air-blast of the bellows on their 
semi-molten surface. Immediately beneath an upper cindery surface, the slag is likely 
to be both solid and homogenous with a radiating crystalline structure and, 
occasionally, vertically orientated gas bubbles. This ‘melted zone’ forms within the 
hottest point of the hearth, immediately below the ceramic tuyere (which carries the 
bellows’ air-blast); it comprises the heaviest and densest type of slag produced, with a 
moderately high iron content in the form of iron silicate (fayalite) that is poorly 
magnetic. The numerous hearth bases found amongst the smithing debris at St. John’s 
Triangle are commonly only 20-30mm thick, and are rarely more than 100mm in 
diameter. However, they often include an additional cone-shaped ‘keel’ attached 
beneath them that consists of accreted and part-melted slag along with numerous fuel 
or burnt fuel inclusions.  
 

Proto-hearth bases 

Proto-hearth bases are generally smaller, incipient hearth bases that have become 
detached from the tuyere early on; many are likely to have been intentionally broken 
off in order to prevent blockage to the air-blast. Some may have been removed 
completely from the hearth and discarded, whilst others were allowed to settle into the 
very base of the burning fuel. Where partly remelted and no longer identifiable as 
hearth bottoms, these fragments are sometimes referred to as ‘slag smithing lumps’; 
this term is somewhat ambiguous, however, as the origin of these ‘lumps’ is not 
always clearly defined.  
 

Fuel slag, vitrified slag and cindery slag 

At operating temperatures of between 1000-1200° Celsius, slag is formed not just as a 
reaction between the flux and the iron but also between the iron, alkali fuel ash and 
the clay-lining of the hearth or fired clay refractories (such as the tuyeres). This 
‘vitrified’ slag is quite distinct from ‘fuel’ slag, which is formed as a reaction between 
the alkali fuel ash resulting from the burning of charcoal and coal coming into contact 
with silica from a variety of different sources. The former type is identifiable on 
account of its position and shape, and also the presence of attached fired or unfired 
clay fragments, the latter by its much lighter weight and the presence of shiny 
iridescent surfaces. However a third type of slag, ‘cindery’ slag, is somewhat 
intermediate between the two. Although it is formed in much the same way as fuel 
slag, it frequently contains remelted fragments of iron (principally derived from 
hammer-scale that has fallen back into the hearth) and is therefore notably much 
denser than its counterpart. 
 

Hammer scale (including spheroidal slag droplets) 

Hammer-scale is comprised of thin oxidised surface fragments of metal, originally 
formed via the forging and shaping of the hot iron, which have latterly been removed 
by the percussive blows of the blacksmith’s hammer. Although these small ‘plates’ or 
flakes (which are typically only 1-2mm in diameter) are often very difficult to identify 
where they have fallen back into the hearth, and thus remelted back into the hearth 
base, such material is frequently encountered within the floor deposits immediately 
surrounding an anvil or swage block. Indeed, the rise in the relative density of 
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hammer-scale can be used to indicate the proximity of a sample to the original 
location of the anvil. Archaeologically, hammer-scale is recognisable in the form of 
small (sometimes microscopic) flakes of iron and iron oxide that often have shiny 
metallic surfaces and are usually magnetic. Larger fragments, typically >5mm in 
diameter, are commonly referred to as ‘platy’ hammer-scale; these pieces were also 
formed as a result of the hammering and forging of hot iron on the anvil, where they 
may signify a greater loss of iron to the fire. The least common form of hammer-scale 
is the ‘spheroidal’ type, which consists of small spherical or ‘tear-drop’ shaped 
droplets of resolidified slag; such fragments are invariably composed of iron silicate 
rather than iron or iron oxide, and may be either hollow or solid. They are formed 
when hot-forged pieces of iron, coated with hammer-scale and sand, are welded 
together (cf. Cowgill forthcoming; English Heritage 2001). The resultant rain of 
spheroidal slag droplets may contribute significantly to the eventual mass of hearth 
debris, although following remelting within the hearth base this material is usually 
rendered indistinguishable. 
 
At the St. John’s Triangle site, the most significant accumulation of hammer-scale 
was encountered within the floor surface of Workshop 3. Here, analysis of the 2-4mm 
fraction of the heavy residue from environmental sample <103> revealed that it was 
comprised of some 14% by weight of fine platy hammer-scale (typically of around 1-
2mm in diameter), with only a small amount (<5%) of spheroidal slag droplets 
present (which were generally <1.5mm in diameter). Both the density and the nature 
of this material, therefore, indicate that Test Pit 3 was situated in relatively close 
proximity to the original location of the anvil. Much smaller amounts of hammer-
scale were also identified within the residues of samples <200> (which was taken 
from the backfill of 16th century oven F.206) and <202> (which was taken from 16th 
century pit F.222); the former contained primarily spheroidal slag droplets (totalling 
some 6.5% by weight), whilst the latter contained almost exclusively platy hammer-
scale. In both cases, the material present is consistent with the deposition of 
sweepings from a workshop floor intermixed with more prosaic domestic refuse; the 
heavy residue of sample <202>, for example, consisted of around 60-70% coal and 
cinder fragments that were intermixed with pieces of cockle shell, fishbone and fish 
scales.   
 

Other waste products 

Waste iron fragments that were discarded during the smithing process are 
recognisable on account of their density, weight and magnetism, in addition to the 
presence of onionskin-type rust corrosion products; they commonly occur as 
inclusions within both the unmelted hearth debris and the floor deposits associated 
with a forge or metallurgical workshop. In total, 25 examples have been identified at 
the St. John’s Triangle site. Non-ferrous metalworking, particularly that associated 
with the working of copper alloys such as bronze or brass, is recognisable by the 
presence of dark amorphous sub-‘glassy’ looking slags that are associated with sub-
metallic accretions; these are frequently covered with encrustations of green powdery 
oxidised copper compounds. Often, these copper coatings are associated with the 
slaggy residues present on fragments of crucible, tuyere or furnace lining. As such 
they signify the purposeful melting of copper or copper-alloy metal within a crucible, 
rather than just the hot-working or forging of semi-plastic metal such as wrought iron. 
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Only two examples of copper-alloy slag were present at the current site, one of which 
was derived the scorched floor surface of Workshop 3. 
 

Discussion 
The assemblage of over 375 fragments of retained metalworking debris from the St. 
John’s Triangle site indicates an overwhelming dominance of iron-working activity 
over non-ferrous metallurgy. There are also indications of fairly high-temperature 
smithing procedures (in the form of melted hearth bases) and the use of sand as a flux 
during iron forging and welding operations (suggested by the presence of silicate slag 
droplets). The dominance of spheroidal slag droplets in particular, especially within 
the part-melted agglomeratic hearth bases, is suggestive of the high-temperature 
forging and welding of iron. Meanwhile, the fragmentary condition of almost all of 
the hearth bases recovered indicates that the contexts investigated almost certainly 
comprised floor deposits, or dumps made up of material removed cold from the iron-
working hearths, rather than representing elements of the actual in situ hearths 
themselves. The presence of burnt and unburnt fuel in only small amounts likewise 
supports this interpretation. Although charcoal and unburnt wood fragments (largely 
replaced by iron oxide) were identifiable amongst these deposits, the majority of the 
fuel fragments consisted of coke-like cinders of burnt coal associated with some 
smaller fragments of unburnt coal.  
 

 Period  
Slag Type C14th C15th WS1 

(C15th/
C16th  ) 

C16th WS2 + WS3 
(C16th/C17th) 

C18th Total 

Hearth base - - 1+ 1 4 - 6 
Proto- hearth base - - - 1 2 - 3 
Slag smithing lump - 1 - 1 3 - 5 
Spheroidal slag 
droplets 

- 2 1 4 7 - 14 

Cindery iron slag - 3 1 1 1 - 6 
Vitrified clay/slag 1 - - - - - 1 
Hammer-scale - Present Present Present Present - Present
Waste iron - 1 1 1 2 - 6 
Fuel slag - - - 2 3 - 5 
Tuyere - - 1 - - - 1 
Copper-alloy slag - - - - 1 1 2 

Table 8: Identifiable slag types by period (not all pieces are included). 

 
In Table 8, above, the various categories of iron smithing and metallurgical debris 
have been compared and tabulated according to their period of deposition. It is thus 
clear that metalworking activity at the site spanned the Late Medieval (14th -15th 
centuries) to Early Modern (17th/18th century) periods. Interestingly, few obvious 
differences were observable between the types of waste products and debris being 
produced during this time; all included the use of coal as a fuel in the smithing 
operations, and many also demonstrated some indications of the forge welding of iron 
bars. Rather more notable, however, is the increased volume of forge debris recovered 
from 16th and 17th century contexts, which included a greater incidence of hearth 
bases with re-melted iron slag pools (suggestive of much higher temperatures) and the 
increased presence of spheroidal slag droplets from welding operations. Indeed, the 
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presence of fuel slag within the 16th-17th century forge debris suggests that extremely 
high, possibly even excessive, temperatures were being maintained within the 
smithing hearths at this time. Also of note was the recovery of vitrified slag from a 
14th century layer at the site; this implies the use of a crucible, or else the presence of 
a refractory lining. Much the same sort of linings were later redeposited into a number 
of 15th and 16th century pits which appear to have been associated with Workshops 1 
and 2. Finally, the use of both charcoal and coal as a fuel is noticeable within some of 
the 15th century hearth layers, but thereafter the hearths became increasingly 
dominated by coal (to the extent that this material appears to have been used 
exclusively during the 16th and 17th centuries). 
 

Conclusion 
The relative proportions of the secondary iron smithing products recovered from the 
site indicate that small-scale specialist blacksmithing activities were being undertaken 
at St. John’s Triangle within a number of discrete workshop areas, and that very 
similar products were being produced contemporaneously in at least two separate 
properties. These workshops may therefore represent part of a distinct ‘Metalworking 
Quarter’ where specialist as well as general blacksmithing, involving the production 
of both forged and welded iron products, was taking place. In addition, there also 
appears to have been some non-ferrous metalworking (or ‘whitesmithing’) activity, 
perhaps including the working of copper-alloy objects made of brass or bronze or 
composite objects of copper-alloy and iron. The presence of waste iron lumps and 
spheroidal slag droplets within many of the hearth bases suggests that the welding of 
iron using a silicate flux, in order to produce specialist objects or tools, was being 
undertaken at the site from at least the 15th century onwards.  
 
Further evidence of specialist artefact production is also represented by the presence 
of what appears to be a vertical ‘pit bosch’ or quenching pit (F.120) within the floor 
of Workshop 3, which is likely to have been situated in close proximity to the original 
hearth (although unfortunately no trace of the latter was present). This absence of in-
situ hearth evidence reinforces the notion that by the 16th/17th century the use of 
‘raised’ hearths, which were situated at waist height, was widespread. The remains of 
such structures (which were primarily constructed from either brick or stone) are 
likely to have been reclaimed prior to the demolition of the workshop/forge buildings, 
with the result that only the discarded debris and stamped-in floor deposits remain 
archaeologically detectable. Similarly, any anvils that were used are likely to have 
been supported on wooden blocks that would leave few identifiable traces, whilst the 
blacksmith’s bellows was again probably positioned at waist height and would have 
been operated by him (or by his assistant) via an overhead lever. For these reasons, 
very little evidence of the primary tools of the smithing operation has survived. 
Although detailed sampling of the distribution of waste iron, fuel, slag and hammer-
scale fragments present within the floor deposits of a forge can sometimes offset the 
absence of any macro-evidence (by re-establishing at least the broad outline of the 
primary working areas within the smithy), such a strategy was not possible at the 
current site due to the limited size of the test pits and the restricted nature of the 
watching brief investigations.  
 
Despite these limitations, however, much important information about the nature of 
the metalworking activity at the St. John’s Triangle site has been revealed. Perhaps of 
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greatest interest is the evidence for the early use of coal in many of the forges, a 
practice which occurred from at least the 15th century onwards. Although 
documentary sources record that coal was being used for heating in Cambridge 
Colleges during the 15th century (Lee 2005, 161), at this period the use of coal as a 
fuel in secondary smithing, as well as in the primary forging of iron bloom, was still 
the exception rather than the norm; it would thus be interesting to know the reason 
behind the use of the more expensive fuel. It might perhaps reflect a natural shortage 
of woodland charcoal within the Fenland area, or simply the wider availability of coal 
in Cambridge due to the presence of the wealthy Colleges. It is certainly true that 
good quality high temperature smithing operations – such as those involving the 
production of composite iron objects, as occurred at the present site – would 
undoubtedly have become easier when using quality coal (such as steam coal or 
anthracite) as opposed to charcoal. The use of coal may therefore have become 
common earlier in wealthy urban centres such as Cambridge, where important 
customers could afford to pay a higher premium for quality iron goods. It is also 
interesting to note that, according to the same documentary sources (Lee 2005, 161-
2), the coal was being imported from Newcastle via King’s Lynn. Since Newcastle 
has been exporting coal since the 13th and 14th centuries (cf. Hatcher 1993), and there 
is ceramic evidence that Cambridge was involved in trade via King’s Lynn and along 
the east coast since at least the 14th century, it is possible that coal was being utilised 
in Cambridge smithies from a very early date.  
 

Detailed catalogue of slag and metalworking samples 
[1013], F.507, <1746>: one piece of heavily oxidised iron and copper alloy metal. weighing 204g. 
Period/phase: 18th century layer. Iron and copper alloy object or working waste encrusted by thick 
oxidation and corrosion layer with adhering charcoal and flint. This may not in fact relate to 
metalworking; X-ray analysis may help. 
 

[1087], F.518, <1531>: three pieces of iron oxide concretion and floor deposit, plus one piece of slag 
from copper working; together they weigh 95g. Period/phase: Workshop 3 overlying scorched surface 
(16th century). The three pieces of concretionary floor deposit contain small traces of oxidised/welded 
hammer forged slag droplets, also wood or charcoal replaced by iron oxide, fragments of coal, and 
some lime mortar. One of the pieces was largely made up of burnt shale, possibly an inclusion within 
the coal (fuel). A yellowish powdery deposit associated with this may contain sulphur or jarosite, 
something also suggested by the smell. The copper working slag is coated with a green 
carbonate/sulphate coating, is dense but not metallic, and shows evidence of accretion to a refractory or 
clay furnace lining. 
 

[1157], F.138, <1552>: one piece of corroded iron, with thick oxidation envelope, weighing 242g. 
Period/phase: 16th century pit. A slightly irregular square fragment of iron plate (70mm x 70mm 
approx) with a thick oxidation crust which includes accreted debris such as small drops of part welded 
dense iron slag  and pieces of crushed slag, charcoal, coal, sand, clay, flint and chalk gravel plus 
crushed bone and charcoal. This may have been an item embedded in the floor of the forge or 
workshop. 
 

[1201], F.534, <1565>: one fragment of secondary smithing slag, weighing 91g. Period/phase: 16th 
century pit. A fairly dense lump, probably a broken fragment of a hearth bottom made of up well 
welded agglomeratic lump of iron slag. 
 

[1214], F.537, <1567>: 15 fragments of secondary smithing slag, one of which was attached to a piece 
of red roof tile; together they weigh 346g. Period/phase: 15th century layer. Small pieces of part 
welded/melted hammer forged slag droplets plus larger more solid lumps of secondary smithing slag. 
These are concreted with iron oxidation products and enclosing charcoal, coal, flint grit and sand, tile 
fragments, and some tiny crushed pieces of shell. Possibly a floor deposit from forge or workshop. 
 

[1214], F.537, <1849> (recovered from Sample 103): 41 pieces of slag and concretion, weighing 445g. 
Period/phase: 15th century layer. Accreted broken and crushed slag fragments, iron waste (hammer-
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scale), broken flint, stones, sand and clay alongside small fragments of coal, all within a partly 
concreted (iron-rich) horizon, perhaps a floor deposit of workshop or forge. 
 

[1214], F.537, <2028> (recovered from Sample 103): 40 small crushed pieces of slag or iron corrosion 
products, weighing 180g. Period/phase: 15th century layer. All are from the >4mm fraction as residue 
of sieving an 8 litre sample. At least 14 of the recovered pieces appear to be completely oxidised 
fragments of iron, possibly fragments of iron nails, the latter with accreted flint and crushed slag. Other 
fragments include 6+ pieces of platy hammer-scale surrounded by corrosion products (up to 2g 
identified), the rest being crushed glassy slag and slightly denser iron cindery slag. Only the hammer-
scale is weakly magnetic. 
 

[1261], <1579>: one piece of iron smithing slag lump, weighing 246g. Period/phase: 15th century layer. 
A dense cindery lump of smithing slag distinctly different from the agglomeratic hearth bottoms. 
Accreted to this oxidised surface is the clay, sand and chalk from the underlying hearth lining or pit. 
 

[2020], F.206, <2032> (recovered from Sample 200): one fragment of iron corrosion with accretion of 
flint grit and chalk (25mm long) plus one fragment of glaze droplet (such as salt glaze) from >4mm 
fraction. From <4mm fraction came x4 small spheroids of silicate. Together they weigh 6g. 
Period/phase: from 16th century ‘oven’.  
 

[2025], <1840>: 61 pieces of secondary iron smithing slag and fuel slag, weighing 4560g. 
Period/phase: Workshop 2 (16th/17th century?). This figure includes the collected assemblage from what 
may be the remains (debris) collected from the base of a blacksmith’s hearth; 21 pieces largely of fuel 
ash, some with lumps of shale (unburnt coal) or cinder, 26 pieces of agglomerated iron slag including 
welded hammer-forged slag droplets with interstitial cindery slag and inclusions of coal/cinder. 
Amongst this were six larger recognisable fragments of convex and plano-convex hearth bottom with 
inclusions of shale and coal/cinder and re-melted iron slag with radiating crystal structure immediately 
beneath air-blast depression. 
 

[2025], F.267, <1841>: 100 pieces of cindery iron slag, slag smithing lumps, recognisable fragments of 
plano-convex hearth bottoms, and fuel slag debris; together they weigh 3106g. Period/phase: Workshop 
2 (16th/17th century?). This includes at least 4-5 hearth bottom fragments with pointed bases and 
welded/ concreted structures of agglomerated coarse spheroidal hammer-forged slag droplets, cindery 
slag with inclusions of coal/cinders and charcoal or wood now replaced by iron oxide. The fuel slag 
includes some large inclusions of sterile shale and cinder. The great majority of pieces are a mixture of 
fuel slag and cindery iron slag. 
 

[2041], F.210, <1842>: four pieces of secondary iron smithing slag, weighing 261g. Period/phase: 
Workshop 2 (16th-17th century). Slag smithing lumps, the heaviest one of which appears to be a 
detached proto-hearth base with a re-melted core. 
 

[2043], F.270, <1843>: nine pieces of secondary iron smithing slag, weighing 256g. Period/phase: 16th 
century surface. Agglomerated slag smithing lumps consisting of distinct part welded mass of 
spheroidal and slightly globular hammer-forged slag droplets with inclusions of coal cinders, iron 
oxide corrosion, and broken fragments of glassy slag. Quite dense pieces devoid of fuel slag inclusions. 
One of the pieces has some small to quite large platy iron hammer-scale inclusions, some part-welded 
together. These were slightly magnetic. 
 

[2048], F.212, <1844>: four pieces of secondary smithing slag, weighing 253g. Period/phase: fill of 
16th century post-hole. Slag smithing lump, fuel slag and cindery iron slag, plus a proto-hearth bottom. 
The latter weighs 110g and has an acuminate base with inclusions of cinder fragments plus a sterile 
fragment of black coal shale. 
 

[2064], <1845>: nine large pieces of secondary iron smithing slag, weighing 2375g. Period/phase: 
Workshop 2 (16th/17th century?). Slag from a hearth bottom. Varies in composition from some more 
cindery iron slags to agglomerated welded spatter (which includes partly re-melted hammer-forged 
slag), finally to convex-shaped, thick, and dense metallic-looking slags formed by the melting of slag 
beneath the cindery surface. The latter has a faintly radiating structure and vertical gas-bubbles within 
it. The depression caused by the tuyere air-blasts are clearly visible on the upper surfaces within areas 
largely blown clear of cinder. All slag fragments are very weakly magnetic. The pieces of fuel cinder 
within the cindery slag phase are almost all of burnt coal. 
 

[2075], F.220, <1846>: 12 pieces of secondary iron smithing slag, weighing 604g. Period/phase: 16th 
century pit. This includes fuel slag, slag smithing lumps (agglomerated spheroidal hammer-forged slag 
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droplets) and cindery iron slag. Very weakly magnetic. Amongst this are pieces of coal, including one 
piece adhering to clay lining at base of hearth. 
 

[2079], F.221, <1847>: six pieces of secondary iron smithing slag, weighing 562g. Period/phase: 16th 
century pit. This includes some very cindery and highly oxidised slag, but also a small hearth bottom or 
proto-hearth bottom with a ‘tail’ of coarser slag droplets underneath and a mass of much finer and 
smaller spheroidal hammer-forged slag droplets (1-2mm diameter oval-rounded) which appeared to be 
welded together in a mass above. Typical forge debris. Includes cinder fragments. 
 

[2080], F.221, <1848>: three pieces of fuel slag and iron smithing slag and one fragment of iron waste;  
together they weigh 293g. Period/phase: 16th century pits. Two lumps of agglomerated iron slag plus 
one lump of fuel slag within iron oxide concretion containing some inclusions of coal/cinder. A heavier 
accreted lump of iron oxide with coal inclusions contains a core of waste iron from smithing, perhaps 
the end of an iron bar. Probably embedded and partly consolidated within a floor deposit. 
 

[2082], F.222, <1643>: one piece of secondary smithing slag, weighing 36g. Period/phase: pit 
contemporary with Workshop 2 (16th/17th century). A small fragment iron smithing slag with cinder 
fragments and some part-welded hammer forged slag droplets. Includes a cinderier underside. 
 

[2083], <1644>: one piece of secondary smithing slag, one fragment of corroded and part smithed iron 
(waste), and one piece of fuel slag; together they weigh 214g. Period/phase: pit contemporary with 
Workshop 2 (16th/17th century). Lump of smithing slag (148g) is cindery and irregular shaped and 
includes a mass of part-welded spheroidal hammer forged slag droplets. The fuel ash slag (32g) 
contains a small proportion of iron. This contains coal cinder. The small iron-rich fragment (3cm 
square) is probably a waste fragment of iron (28g) broken away during smithing. Accreted to this is a 
small amount of angular brown flint. 
 

[2090], <1652>: seven pieces of secondary smithing slag, weighing 330g total. Period/phase: pits 
contemporary with Workshop 2 16th/17th century. A more cindery iron slag consisting of a mixture of 
fuel slag and part welded spheroidal slag droplets, now highly oxidised, but less dense than the typical 
hearth bottoms. 
 

[2091], F.223, <1656>: one piece of secondary smithing slag, weighing 277g. Period/phase: Workshop 
2 (16th/17th century). A lump of agglomerated smithing slag with a convex base; possibly a proto-hearth 
bottom. 
 

[2118], <1669>: two pieces of fuel ash slag and one small piece of mixed ash slag and smithing slag, 
weighing 95g. Period/phase: Workshop 2 (16th/17th century). The iron-rich slag (a fragment of detached 
hearth bottom) is considerably denser than the iron-free fuel ash slag, and is radiating crystalline in x-
section. 
 

[2120], <1670>: six pieces of iron corrosion products plus iron fragment (not slag), weighing 188g. 
Period/phase: Workshop 2 (16th/17th century). Parts of the external corrosion skin of an iron object, 
either a tool or part a smithed fragment of bar. This includes a broken fragment (30mm long section) of 
iron rod (approx 12mm x 12mm square). The corrosion fragments accreted to the outer oxidised 
envelope of iron include small pieces of charcoal, cinders (burnt coal), angular brown flint gravel, sand, 
shale, crushed iron slag, clay and small chips of iron-replaced wood. This is the sort of deposit which 
might be found within the base of a hearth or on the floor of a workshop. 
 

[2159], <1686>: 30 pieces of secondary smithing slag, weighing 7894g in total. Period/phase: 
Workshop 1 (15th/16th century). Broken-up fragments of some large plano-convex hearth bottoms 
associated with an iron smithing hearth(s). These are fairly agglomeratic in form, consisting of a fused 
mixture of cindery iron slag, part welded iron silicate (sub-glassy) slag and slag droplets, charcoal 
pieces, coal cinders, crushed flint and sand, and the remains of a fused clay lining. These are to varying 
degrees now weakly magnetic, perhaps due to the inclusion of part re-melted hammer-scale. In places 
this iron slag has melted (remelted) to form a dense homogenous layer with gas bubbles in it. Where 
this has occurred, a radiating crystalline structure is evident in the slag with vertically orientated gas 
bubbles. These will have risen up to the surface of the more slag layer on the hearth base. Beneath this 
remelted horizon the slag is more cindery and agglomeratic. Some of these consist of spheroidal to 
plate-like slag droplets welded together. The type of process and slag formation suggests temperatures 
in excess of 1200° and the use of a powerful tuyere air blast. The shallow depression formed by the 
blast from the bellows can be seen in some of the pieces where the surface of the once molten slag is 
still visible. Either the completely fired and slagged end of a former refractory (clay) tuyere, or the slag 
rim of one, was visible in one of the pieces. The slag appears to have been formed within a fairly 
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substantial blacksmiths hearth associated perhaps with the forging and welding together of iron rod or 
bar using sand as a flux. 
 

[2160], F.282, <1688>: one small fragment of highly fired refractory, weighing 9g. Period/phase: 14th 
century layer. Fragment of a very highly fired clay refractory with bubbly texture, oxidised outer 
surface, and with remains of a flint grit temper visible. Possibly part of a crucible or tuyere fragment. 
Metalworking, but could be associated with either ferrous or non-ferrous. 
 

[2166], <1693>: one large piece of iron concretion, possibly including slag or hammer-scale, weighing 
284g. Period/phase: Workshop 1 (15th/16th century). A large concretion composed of iron oxide 
(corrosion products) originally attached to the underside or top of a flattish object. This can be seen to 
contain small fragments of broken slag and oxidised hammer-scale, much coal, a small amount of 
charcoal, crushed shell, flint grit and sand. Almost certainly a floor deposit of a forge. 
 

[2214], F.242, <2043> (recovered from Sample 204): Recovered from >4mm fraction of 5 litre bulk 
sample, one small lump of slag (35mm long) or glaze from possible non-ferrous metalworking or other 
industrial process. It weighed 6g. 
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Worked Stone assessment 
Only a small assemblage of worked stone artefacts, totalling 14 pieces with a 
combined weight of 6.59kg, was recovered from the St. John’s Triangle site. For the 
purposes of the following analysis, these items have been subdivided into categories 
based primarily upon material type. 
 

Quernstones   

A total of five quernstone fragments, weighing 5.74kg, were recovered. These consist 
of four pieces of Niedermendig Műlstein lava plus a single Old Red Sandstone 
example; all are derived from rotary querns of a type suitable for domestic use. The 
Old Red Sandstone fragment consists of part of the upper stone from a 2nd/3rd century 
quern. This material is relatively common in Roman contexts, and comprises a lithic-
asenite with inclusions of hematite-coated quartz grains; it was quarried in southeast 
Wales and the Forest of Dean (Shaffrey 2006, 5). Similar pieces are known from four 
Cambridgeshire sites including the contemporary settlement at Vicar’s Farm, which is 
situated immediately to the west of Cambridge (cf. Lucas & Whittaker 2001).  
 

F.180 [1360] <1892>: an Old Red Limestone quern fragment, derived from a flat-topped upper 
stone with a slightly flared rim. It varies between 35mm and 54mm thick, and weighs 1860g. It 
was originally c.500mm in diameter.  

 

All of the lava quern fragments appear to be composed of fine-grained bluish grey 
vesicular stone that is identifiable as Niedermendig Műlstein lava (also known as 
Rhenish or Mayen lava) from the Eifel region in Germany (Kars 1983). Although 
such querns were frequently used during the Roman period, and are common finds on 
Middle and Late Saxon sites, they are much rarer in the Medieval period as their use 
was controlled and many people were instead compelled to use centrally regulated 
mills (Watts 2002, 38-42). Indeed, at the nearby site of Cherry Hinton lava querns 
commonly occurred archaeologically up until the 11th century, but were then virtually 
non-existent from the 12th century onwards (Cessford with Dickens 2005b). This 
pattern compliments the information recorded in Domesday Book that five mills were 
present in Cambridge by 1086, three created by the Sheriff Picot “by which the 
pasture is taken up and many houses destroyed” (indicating that they were of recent 
origin), plus a mill owned by the Abbot of Ely and another owned by Count Alan 
(Cessford 2007, 290). This information, allied with the position of the lava quern 
fragments within the stratigraphic sequence at St. John’s Triangle, indicates that they 
are highly likely to be of 10th or early 11th century origin.  
 

F.199 [1327] <1598>: a Niedermendig Műlstein lava quern fragment. It varies between 42mm and 
54mm thick, and weighs 546g. 
 

F.244 [2220] <1717>: a Niedermendig Műlstein lava quern fragment. It is 40mm thick, and 
weighs 345g. Numerous chisel marks are visible on its grinding surface. 
 

F.423 [4096] <1953>: a Niedermendig Műlstein lava quern fragment. It varies between 48mm and 
52mm thick, and weighs 2382g. It was originally c.500-600mm in diameter. 
 

F.445 [4066] <1933>: a Niedermendig Műlstein lava quern fragment. It varies between 51mm and 
85mm thick, and weighs 609g. No definite grinding surfaces are visible: may perhaps have formed 
part of a so-called ‘pudding’ quern? 
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Whetstones 

A total of three whetstone fragments, weighing 134g, were recovered. Each of these is 
comprised of quartz schist derived from a probably British source. 
 

F.284 [2199] <1712>: a rectangular sectioned whetstone fragment, which measures 46mm+ long 
by 25mm wide by 7mm thick and weighs 15g. Post-breakage an attempt was made to perforate 
one end of the fragment, although this appears to have been abandoned. Recovered from Medieval 
garden-soil deposit. 
 

F.444 [4034] <1973>: a rectangular sectioned whetstone fragment, which measures 41mm+ long 
by 20mm wide by 8mm thick and weighs 12g. Recovered from a 15th century layer. 
 

F.553 [2173] <1703>: a rectangular sectioned whetstone fragment, which measures 159mm+ long 
by 21mm wide by 14mm thick and weighs 107g. It appears to have been largely unused, and was 
deposited in a late 18th century context. 
 

Mortar 

A single mortar fragment, weighing 619g, was recovered. Although composed of a 
relatively friable shelly oolitic limestone (most probably Middle Jurassic Cornbrash 
Limestone, the nearest source to Cambridge for which is Kingsthorpe quarry in 
Northamptonshire), this fragment clearly belongs to a coarse but well-finished mortar. 
It is most probably of Medieval date. 

 

F.154 [1237] <1574>: a sub-rectangular mortar fragment, which measures 85mm+ long by 
87mm+ wide by 58mm+ thick and weighs 619g. One of the four external nodules, and part of the 
inner dished surface, remain clearly visible. It was recovered from a Post-Medieval rubbish pit. 

 

Slate pencil 

A single slate pencil, weighing 1g, was recovered. During the second half of the 19th 
century and the early part of the 20th century, pencils cut from solid pieces of soft 
slate or soap-stone were used by schoolchildren to write on tablets cut from harder 
grades of slate; slate pencils were available with the core unwrapped, wrapped in 
paper or encased in wood like a lead pencil (Cessford 2007, 292). The St. John’s 
Triangle example was recovered from the machining of a 19th/20th century garden soil 
deposit situated immediately adjacent to a 19th century Music School, and is therefore 
highly likely to have originated from here. 

 

[2019] <1607>: a slate pencil fragment, which measures 34mm+ long by 5mm in diameter and 
weigh 1g. Its multi-faceted point has clearly been resharpened several times.   

 

Flint assessment 
By Emma Beadsmoore 
 

A total of four unburnt worked flints, weighing 97g, were recovered from the St. 
John’s Triangle site. These comprise three secondary flakes (<1735>, <1889> and 
<1890>) and a single platform core (<1971>), all of which occurred residually in 
Roman features F.180 and F.185 (<1889>, <1890> and <1971>) and Saxo-Norman 
feature F.251 (<1735>). Each was expediently manufactured, and is therefore likely 
to be of later Prehistoric origin. Given the proximity of the Iron Age settlement and 
fieldsystem at Jesus College (Evans & Williams 2004), and the presence of an Iron 
Age field boundary at Grand Arcade (Cessford 2007, 27), it seems probable that the 
St. John’s Triangle site lay within an agricultural hinterland at this time. 
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Glass assessment 
By Vicki Herring 
 

Introduction 
A total of 435 shards of glass (weighing 27.24kg) were recovered from the St. John’s 
Triangle site. Of these fragments, 399 shards (weighing 26.30kg) were deposited 
within four discrete assemblages; this represents 91.7% of the assemblage by count 
and 96.5% by weight. Because no individually significant pieces were encountered 
outside of these groups, the following analysis will concentrate upon each of the four 
assemblages in date order. 
 

Methodology 
The material has been quantified by a minimum number of vessels (M.N.I.) count on 
a feature-by-feature basis; the M.N.I. has been calculated by colour, form and the 
presence of diagnostic elements such as bases and rims. The vessels have then been 
divided into four main groups, which include; ‘Utility bottles’, so called because of 
the extensive range of liquids that could have been contained within them, ‘other 
bottles and vessels’ (such as pharmaceutical bottles, phials and jars), drinking glasses, 
window glass, and ‘other objects’ (which covers items that are neither vessel nor 
window glass). Within these groups each assemblage is discussed according to type, 
content (if discernible), design and manufacture.  
 

Group 1: F.400, [4031] & [4023] 
In total, 28 shards of glass, weighing 114g, were recovered from F.400 [4031] and 
[4023], a probable rubbish pit, although this feature also extended beyond the limits 
of excavation. The remains of only three glass vessels, plus nine small sherds of 
undiagnostic potash and soda glass, were identified. All of the vessels were very 
fragmentary but appear to represent two heavily worn English pedestal beakers of 
green tinted potash glass and a possibly imported fluted beaker of clear soda glass. 
Each vessel is late 16th/early 17th century in date, and was most probably used for the 
consumption of beer (cf. Willmott 2002). Based upon this evidence – plus an 
interpretation of other material culture present within the feature, which included a 
group of 16+ early clay pipes – F.400 appears likely to have been associated with an 
inn/tavern or other commercial establishment. 
 

Group 2: F.434, [4115] 
In total, 95 shards of glass, weighing 6747g, were recovered from F.434 [4115], a 
possible planting bed, although this feature again continued beyond the limit of 
excavation. The majority of the material is comprised of vessel glass, with an 
additional 24 shards of window glass plus a small unidentified fragment that is 
possibly a waste piece. 
 
The vessel glass was dominated by a minimum of eleven utility bottles of ‘black’ and 
green glass, all of which were of early 18th century onion/mallet form (Van den 
Bossche 2001). Two of these vessels were almost complete and one was particularly 
interesting in that the only missing piece comprised a hole in the centre of its body, 
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one side of which was smooth and displayed file marks. It therefore appears that a 
seal had been deliberately removed from this vessel, although the reason for such a 
removal is unclear. It may represent an attempt to conceal the provenance of an 
illegally obtained bottle although, since the bottle would have been rendered useless 
by this action, it is perhaps more likely that the seal was ‘collected’ after the bottle’s 
active use had ended. It was around the middle of the 17th century that the practice of 
sealing bottles began. The seal consisted of a molten glob of glass which the glass 
blower placed on the shoulder of the bottle and impressed with a circular seal matrix. 
Inscribed on this seal matrix was usually a name or initials, and sometimes a date or 
crest. Seals can relate to individuals, taverns or wine merchants. Oxford Colleges 
began to have their bottles sealed around 1740 (Banks 1997), although it is unclear 
when Cambridge Colleges adopted the practice. The bottle from which the seal was 
removed – <1995> [4115] – is dated c.1680 to 1710; the earliest known bottle seal 
from Cambridge is marked Dolphin RICHARD (?) CHUB (?) 1678 (CUMAA Z 
26256). Notably, The Dolphin Inn was located a short distance away from the present 
site, on the southeast side of All Saint’s Passage. Other known dated seals of 
approximately the correct date from Cambridge include M. Hinton 1711 (CUMAA Z 
16592) and John Webb 1717 (CUMAA Z 20956). 
 
Possible liqueur bottles were also present in this collection, with five or six vessels 
represented by incomplete base or lip shards. The only drinking glass present was an 
incomplete plain lead wine glass of typical mid 18th century date (Bickerton 2000). In 
addition, three soda glass jars/containers were too fragmentary for detailed analysis. 
Two of the vessels were represented only by small flared rim sherds of clear glass, 
whilst the third was represented by two base fragments and two small rim sherds of 
thin blue glass. It was decorated with a small incomplete prunt on one of the lip 
fragments and by a thick, solid white trail immediately below the lip with a further 
seven thin white trails below that. The vessel had a sub circular base and a rounded 
rectangular top; its use is unclear. 
 

Discussion 

The utility bottles would very likely have contained alcoholic beverages and the only 
glass drinking vessel was made of lead glass, a type which was very quickly adopted 
for use in taverns, alongside wooden and ceramic vessels, due to its heaviness and 
strength (Bickerton 2000). As all the vessels were dated to within the same short time 
bracket and related to the same activity, it is likely that this collection was the result 
of a dump of tavern waste and that it accumulated over a short period of time in the 
early 18th century, probably c.1710 to 1735. F.434 is therefore probably associated 
with the same (or a succeeding) inn/tavern as the nearby F.400. 
 

Group 3: F.553 [2173] 
In total, 228 pieces of glass, weighing 17936g, were recovered from F.553 [2173], a 
cellar backfill deposit. The remains of at least 68 vessels, of various types, have been 
identified. These can be sub-divided as follows: 
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Utility bottles 

Utility bottles made up the majority of the collection, with a total of 131 fragments 
including 75 undiagnostic body shards. The remaining bases and tops were divided 
into further categories relating to form, the typology of these vessels being an 
indicator of date. All of the utility bottles in this collection were composed of ‘black 
glass’ (actually green in colour, but often appearing so dark as to look black). It is 
likely, given the nature of the assemblage as a whole and taking the drinking glasses 
into account, that these bottles contained alcoholic beverages. Two complete bottles 
(22cm high), eight bases (111-130mm in diameter) and fourteen top/shoulder 
fragments (27-45mm in diameter at lip) were identified as deriving from ‘squat 
cylindrical’ type bottles (Van den Bossche 2001). The form and construction of these 
bottles places them within a date range of around 1750 to 1780. Of the remaining base 
and top fragments, all but four belonged to bottles of cylindrical form and are 
consequently a little later in date (Van den Bossche 2001). The eighteen base 
fragments (78-104mm in diameter) and nine top/shoulder fragments (30-37mm in 
diameter at lip) were of an early cylindrical construction ranging in date from around 
1770-1810. A single oval shaped base fragment with a blowpipe pontil scar on its 
base possibly represents the remains of a ‘bladder onion’ bottle, similar to the ‘onion’ 
bottle which is so named for it’s onion-like shape, but flatter and more oval in from. A 
production date of around 1730-1740 could be ascribed to this fragment (Van den 
Bossche 2001). Three base fragments and a body/shoulder shard were from ‘flat 
octagonal’ utility bottles (Van den Bossche 2001), the base of one of which shows 
clamp/tool marks on what remains of its sides. These bottles would have been in use 
concurrently with squat cylindrical bottles, although they may also be a little later in 
date. 
 

Other bottles and vessels 

In addition to the utility bottles a further 72 fragments of other bottles/vessels in green 
and clear glass were also present in F.553, 43 of which were undiagnostic body 
shards. Two fragments of green bottle glass and two fragments of a clear jar with 
rolled lip could be dated to the 18th century but were too incomplete to ascertain 
possible contents or function, or to be more definitively dated. Pharmaceutical bottles 
were represented in the deposit by one small but complete clear glass phial (10cm 
high, 34mm in diameter at base, 15mm in diameter at neck, 25mm in diameter at lip), 
and two rim/neck fragments of the same phial-type (13-21mm in diameter at neck, 20-
32mm in diameter at lip). These were cylindrical in form with cylindrical necks and 
flared rims, although their exact contents remain unidentified. The remaining glass 
bottle fragments in this category included thirteen bases, eleven of green glass and 
two clear (34-50mm diameter), and eight neck and top fragments, four green and four 
clear (18-22mm diameter at lip), making a maximum of fifteen vessels of varying 
sizes. All would have been of tall, slim, cylindrical structure with sharply angled 
shoulders and long funnel shaped necks gently widening out towards plain, smoothed-
off lips. These bottles were of a common form for containing liquids such as oils, 
balsams, liqueurs and Cologne in the latter 18th and early 19th centuries (Van den 
Bossche 2001). It is reasonable to suggest that in this circumstance the contents of the 
bottles would most likely have been liqueurs or sauces. Finally, a single clear thick 
rim fragment of a cylindrical jar or vase was present; this is considered intrusive as it 
dates to the 19th century. 
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Figure 43: A selection of glass bottles (A) and drinking glasses (B) from F.553.
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Drinking glasses 

A number of clear soda glass drinking vessels were present and could be split into 
three types; ‘Wine’ or cordial glasses, of which there were only two examples, ‘jelly’ 
or small dessert glasses of which there were eighteen (Bickerton 2000), varying in 
condition from base fragments only to one complete and one or two almost complete 
vessels, and plain heavy ‘tumbler’ bases of which there were two of late 18th or early 
19th century date that may have been intrusive. The jelly glasses appeared to include 
parts of several matching sets, with one group of four glasses and three groups of 
three glasses of the same design, as well as four individuals present in the assemblage. 
All of the glasses were of a similar overall design typical of jelly glasses with slight 
decorative variations. All had a flat conical foot, a basal knop (with the exception of 
one glass) and a waisted funnel bowl. Several of the glasses showed early decorative 
features such as a wrythen knop and bowl in two of the sets of three glasses, and a 
teared knop in one individual example. However, a flat rather than a folded foot 
represents a later feature that was constant throughout the collection, suggesting a 
date range of around 1740-1760. The wine glasses were quite plain in design, the one 
almost complete example having a plain conical bowl, plain stem and domed non-
folded foot. An ‘ogee’ shaped bowl (Miller & Miller 1989) with possible faceting was 
all that remained of the other glass in the assemblage though the size and shape of the 
bowl suggest that it would have been a wine or cordial glass. The design of these 
glasses suggests a mid 18th century manufacturing date of around 1740-1760. 
 

Other objects 

Two small fragments of window glass were retained as a representative sample of the 
amount present within F.553. They were 1.5mm thick and were regular in shape with 
very few imperfections in the fabric. An incomplete candlestick was the only other 
object to be recovered from this context that was not a vessel. It’s Silesian stem – 
three knops with teared decoration, along with a wrythen bowl very similar to that of 
the Jelly glasses previously discussed – puts it within the same mid 18th century date 
range as those vessels (Haanstra 2001). 
 

Discussion 

It is probable that the bottles, and especially the drinking glasses, were largely 
complete at their time of deposition. This is indicated by the relatively complete 
nature of many of the surviving vessels. Several of the delicate drinking glasses were 
either complete or almost so and if broken had large refitting pieces, suggesting that 
any breakage took place during or immediately following their deposition. It would 
also seem that these items were deposited in a single instance and as a group rather 
than being gradually discarded over a period of time. Considering the group as a 
whole, the majority of which is mid 18th century in date, the suggested deposition date 
for these items would be probably at some time during the late 1770’s. The presence 
and type of drinking and dessert glasses within the same deposit as the utility bottles 
suggests that the latter most likely contained alcoholic beverages such as port, wine, 
brandy, cordial or ale. The number of utility bottles, along with the indication that the 
drinking/dessert glasses were parts of matching sets and the additional candlestick 
fragment, all suggest an association with more refined eating and drinking activities; 
the thin and highly breakable soda glass of which the candlestick and drinking glasses 
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were constructed is also indicative of a ‘high-end’ as opposed to a tavern setting, 
where wood and ceramic vessels were more commonly used and lead glass vessels 
were quickly adopted in the early 18th century due to their hardiness. This information 
compliments that derived from the associated ceramic assemblage, and indicates that 
this cellar was probably associated with a coffee-house during the late 18th century. 
 

Group 4: F.200 & [2047] 
In total eleven complete or near complete bottles, weighing 1506g, were recovered 
from F.200 & [2047], a probable planting bed and a garden-soil deposit respectively. 
All of these vessels date to the late 19th or early 20th centuries. Pharmaceutical vessels 
made up the majority of the collection, which included a small medicine/perfume 
phial and six medicine bottles; one of these had lines embossed on one side measuring 
out the contents in ‘Teaspoons’, and another of was embossed ‘HOPGOOD & Co’. 
The rest of the collection included two fruit juice bottles marked ‘G. FOSTER 
CLARK & Co MAIDSTONE, EIFFEL TOWER FRUIT JUICES’, a ‘Daddies Sauce’ 
bottle (launched 1904) and a beer bottle from The Star Brewery, Cambridge. The 
latter had a large applied top with internal screw threads and a stopper in place which 
read ‘CHARLES WELLS, MEDFORD’. This small, mixed collection of bottles was 
most probably deposited as part of a discrete event in the early 20th century, perhaps 
to aid in the drainage of the garden. 
 

Conclusion 
The glass assemblages recovered from the St. John’s Triangle site span the late 16th to 
the early 20th centuries, although the two most significant groups are both 18th century 
in date (see Table 9).  
 

 F.400 F.434 F.553 F.200 
Date Late 16th to 

early 17th 
century 

Early to mid 
18th century 

Late 18th 
century 

Late 19th to 
early 20th 
century 

Probable association Inn/tavern Inn/tavern Coffee-house Domestic 
Vessel type m.n.i. m.n.i. m.n.i. m.n.i. 

Utility bottle - 11 28 4 
Liqueur bottle - 5 12 - 
Pharmaceutical bottle - - - 6 
Jar/container - 3 3 - 
Phial - - 3 1 
Drinking glass 3 1 22 - 
Miscellaneous - 1 - - 

Total m.n.i. 3 21 68 11 

Table 9: Breakdown of glass assemblages by vessel type (window glass has been excluded). 

 
Whilst the individual glass vessels themselves are broadly typical of their periods, 
their importance is increased by their recovery from discrete and closely datable 
features. Regionally, relatively little Post-Medieval and Early Modern glass has been 
recovered and published to modern archaeological standards, which further increases 
the significance of this material. Despite its fragmentary nature the earliest glass from 
the site, that recovered from F.400, provides an excellent parallel to vessels identified 
within a broadly contemporary domestic context at Hostel Yard, Corpus Christi (cf. 
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Cessford 2005) whilst the later material, present in F.200, compliments the much 
larger assemblages recovered recently from the Grand Arcade site (cf. Cessford 
2007). The two 18th century groups, however, are of much greater individual 
significance. Both F.434 and F.553 comprise well-dated features from which a wide 
range of artefactual and environmental material has been recovered, and both appear 
to be associated with differing classes of commercial establishment of the period. In 
addition, a large number of vessels have been recovered from each feature (see Table 
8), providing scope for a more detailed comparative analysis to be undertaken. 
 
These four glass assemblages warrant publication as part of a more integrated analysis 
incorporating all of the various types of material recovered from the features. Several 
pieces, particularly the more complete vessels, should be illustrated by a mixture of 
photography and drawing. The removal of the seal from <1995> [4115] is intriguing, 
and this piece should be illustrated and parallels sought for the practice. 
 

Glass catalogue 
The following catalogue, which is presented in group order, details the individual 
glass vessels that were present within each feature. 
 

Group 1: F.400 
<1993> [4031] Drinking glass. Pedestal beaker. Plain? Incomplete - base fragment and 2 small body 
shards. Green tinted potash glass. Heavily weathered. Late 16th/early 17th C. 

<1992> [4023] Flat glass. 6 x sherds of flat glass. Green tint. Potash and soda. Possible undiagnostic 
vessels shards or window glass. 

<1992> [4023] Vessel glass. 3 x undiagnostic body fragments. 

<1992> [4023] Drinking glass. Fluted beaker. Incomplete applied foot on incomplete fluted bowl. 
Clear soda glass. Very little weathering. Late 16th/early 17th C. 

<1992> [4023] Drinking glass. Beaker. Incomplete pedestal foot in 3 small pieces. Green tinted potash 
glass. Weathered. 

Group 2: F.434 
<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Mallet. Incomplete. Black glass. Low rounded kick with sand tipped? 
pontil scar and faint molette mark. Top of neck and lip missing. Small capacity. 116mm diameter. 
c.1710-1725. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Mallet. Base only. Black glass. Rounded base kick with disc pontil and 
molette scar. Large capacity - 145mm diameter base. c. 1710-1735. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Mallet. Almost complete. Black glass. Low rounded base kick with disc 
pontil and molette scar. Short, tapering neck with single applied collar below lip. Small capacity - 
122mm diameter base, 23mm diameter lip, 30mm diameter collar. c.1725-1750. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Onion. Almost complete. Black glass. Low, rounded base kick with sand 
tipped pontil scar. Rounded sides slope outward slightly to smooth shoulder. Tapering neck with single 
applied collar below lip. A single hole in the side of the vessel is a result of the loss of it's seal taking 
part of the body with it. Apparently deliberately removed. Part of the outer edge of the hole has been 
filed smooth. Small capacity - 129mm max. diameter of body, 27mm diameter lip, 34mm diameter 
collar. c.1680-1710. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Mallet. Incomplete - base/body fragment. Green glass. High, rounded 
base kick with disc pontil and molette scar? Small capacity - 140mm diameter. c.1710-1735. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Mallet. Incomplete base. Black glass. High, rounded base kick with disc 
pontil and molette scar. Small capacity - 145mm diameter. c.1710-1735. 
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<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Mallet. Base. Black glass. Shape could range from Onion/Mallet to Squat 
cylindrical. High, rounded base kick with disc pontil and molette scar. Small capacity - 145mm 
diameter. c.1710-1750. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Mallet. Incomplete base. Green glass. Small capacity - c.132mm 
diameter. c.1700-1750. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Mallet. Top/neck/shoulder. Black glass. Short, sharply tapering neck with 
single applied collar below lip. 25mm diameter lip, 30mm diameter collar. c.1710-1725. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Top and neck. Green glass. Short, tapering neck with single applied 
collar below lip. 27mm diameter lip, 33mm diameter collar. Late 17th/early 18th C. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Mallet. Top/neck/shoulder. Green glass. Short, tapered neck with single 
applied collar below lip. 27mm diameter lip, 32mm diameter collar. c.1710-1735. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Mallet. Top/neck/shoulder. Green glass. Short, sharply tapered neck with 
single applied collar below lip. 28mm diameter lip, 34mm diameter collar. c.1710-1750. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Onion/Mallet. Top/neck/shoulder fragment. Green glass. Short, sharply 
tapered neck with single applied collar below lip. 24mm diameter lip, 30mm diameter collar. Late 
17th/early 18th C. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Onion/Mallet. Top/neck shoulder fragment. Blue green glass. Short, 
sharply tapered neck with single applied collar below lip. 25mm diameter lip, 34mm diameter collar. 
Late 17th/early 18th C. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Incomplete top/neck fragment. Black glass. Short, tapering neck with 
single applied collar below lip. Probably early 18th C. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Onion/Mallet. Incomplete base. Green glass. Low, rounded base kick 
with disc pontil scar. Small capacity - c.125mm diameter. Late 17th/early 18th C. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Probable Mallet. Incomplete base. Black glass. Low, rounded base kick 
with sand tipped pontil scar. Small capacity - c.136mm diameter. Early 18th C. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. Mallet. Incomplete base. Black glass. Low, rounded base kick with disc 
pontil and molette scar. Small capacity - c.138mm diameter. c.1710-1735. 

<1995> [4115] Utility bottle. 41x body sherds. Many of the larger sherds showing Mallet type shape. 
Only two appear to be from more recent cylindrical bottles and these also show little or no patina 
unlike the rest of the group. 94mmx110mm to 53mmx34mm size range. 

<1995> [4115] Window glass.Cylinder?.24 shards. Clear glass with green tint. Opalescent patina. 
Some show marks on sides that were inserted into cames. Range in size from 30x14mm to 106x73mm. 
1-2mm thick. 

<1995> [4115] Drinking glass. Wine? Incomplete. Clear lead glass. Incomplete plain stem. Incomplete, 
plain, conical or trumpet bowl. Mid. 18th C. 

<1995> [4115] .Liqueur? Incomplete. Base/body. Green tinted glass. Low rounded base kick with 
pontil scar. 119mm incomplete height. 29mm diameter. 

<1995> [4115] .Liqueur? Incomplete. Base fragment. Green tinted glass. High pointed base kick with 
glass tipped pontil scar. Approx. 58mm diameter.  

<1995> [4115] .Liqueur? Incomplete. Base. Green tinted glass. Low, rounded base kick with glass 
tipped pontil scar. 39mm diameter. 

<1995> [4115] .Liqueur? Incomplete. Base fragment. Green tinted glass. High pointed base kick with 
disc pontil scar. Approx. 48mm diameter.  

<1995> [4115] .Liqueur? Incomplete. Base/body. Green tinted glass. Low rounded base kick with 
pontil scar. Approx. 43mm diameter. 

<1995> [4115] .Liqueur? Incomplete. Lip/neck. Green tinted glass. Thin cylindrical neck with wide 
flared lip. 17mm diameter neck, 30mm diameter lip. 

<1995> [4115] Jar/container. Incomplete. 2 x lip fragments. Clear soda glass. Flared top. Rim folded 
inward.  
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<1995> [4115] Jar/container. Body shard. Clear soda glass. 

<1995> [4115] Jar/container. Incomplete. 1x base fragment, 1xbase/body fragment, 2x rim fragments. 
Blue soda glass. Appears to all be from the same vessel which is sub circular at the base and rounded 
rectangular at the rim. Top has a thick, solid white, horizontal trail below lip and 7 thin, white, 
horizontal trails below. Small incomplete prunt of blue glass on lip. Low pointed base kick with glass 
tipped pontil scar.  

<1995> [4115] Other. Waste piece? Green tinted soda glass. Piece of originally square or rectangular 
glass with clamp marks (possibly held by fingers) on one side, and the other side removed by a wavy 
cut. 54mmx28mm, 2-1mm thick. 
 

Group 3: F.553 
<1697> [ 2173] Vessel glass, , 35 body sherds, 111g 

<1697> [ 2173] Jar/container. Large rim fragment of jar or vase. Clear glass. Cylindrical shape. 6mm 
thick. Probably 19th century. 

<1697> [ 2173] Jar/container. Rim fragment. Clear glass. Folded rim. Late 18th/early 19th century. 

<1697> [ 2173] Jar/container. Base. Clear glass. Cylindrical shape. Pontil scar. Flared sides. 40mm 
diameter. Late 18th/early 19th century. 

<1697> [ 2173] Utility bottle. 73 body sherds, 1729g 

<1697> [ 2173] Utility bottle. Squat cylinder, Complete. Green glass. Squat-cylindrical shape. Disc 
pontil and molette scar. Single applied collar below rim of gently tapering neck. 1740-1780. 

<1697> [ 2173] Utility bottle. Squat cylinder, Complete. Green glass. Squat-cylindrical shape. Disc 
pontil and molette scar. Single applied collar below rim of gently tapering neck. 1740-1780. 

<1697> [ 2173] Utility bottle. Squat cylinder. 7x bases/base fragments of squat-cylindrical bottles. 
Green glass. Six with disc pontil scars and 1 with possible blowpipe pontil scar. Range from 111mm-
130mm in diameter. 1740-1780. 

<1697> [ 2173] Utility bottle. Squat cylinder. 13x tops/top fragments of squat-cylindrical type. Green 
glass. Single applied collar below rim of gently tapering neck. Range of 27mm-30mm in diameter at 
the rim with 2 examples having a larger diameter rim of 42mm. 1740-1780. 

<1697> [ 2173] Utility bottle. Cylinder. Neck fragment. Clear glass. 19th century. 

<1697> [2173] Utility bottle. Cylinder. 15x bases/base fragments. Green glass. Cylindrical shape. Disc 
pontil scars and some with molette marks. Range of 78mm-104mm diameter (av. 96mm). 1780-1810. 

<1697> [2173] Utility bottle. Cylinder. 9x Tops/shoulder fragments. Green glass. Cylindrical shape. 
Single applied collar below rim of a straight, slightly bulging neck. Range of 30mm-37mm diameter at 
the rim. 1780-1810. 

<1697> [2173] Utility bottle. Oval. Incomplete. Green brown glass. Oval shape. Blowpipe pontil scar. 
1740s-1750 

<1697> [2173] Utility bottle. Octagonal. 3x base fragments. Green brown glass. Octagonal shape. 1 
has clamp marks on 2 of its sides. Mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Utility bottle. Octagonal. Body/shoulder fragment. Green brown glass. Octagonal 
shape. 1740s-1750s. 

<1697> [2173] Liqueur? Base. Green glass. Square shape. Glass tipped pontil scar. 34mmx38mm base. 
Late 18th/early 19th C. 

<1697> [2173] Liqueur? Base fragment. Green glass. Cylindrical shape. 75mm diameter. Late 
18th/early 19th C. 

<1697> [2173] Liqueur? Base/body. Green glass. Cylindrical shape. 75mm diameter. Late 18th/early 
19th C. 

<1697> [2173] Liqueur? 7x bases. Green glass. Cylindrical shape. Pontil scar on almost conical base. 
35mm-50mm diameter base (42mm av.). Most complete is 105mm tall. Late 18th/early 19th C. 
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<1697> [2173] Liqueur? 2x bases. Clear glass. Cylindrical shape. Pontil scar on almost conical base. 
35mm-50mm diameter (42mm diameter av.). Late 18th/early 19th C. 

<1697> [2173] Liqueur? 3x neck/top fragments. Green glass. Cylindrical shape. Long cylindrical necks 
taper outwards slightly towards top. Rounded off lip. 18mm-22mm diameter at rim. 60mm-64mm long 
necks. Late 18th/early 19th C. 

<1697> [2173] Liqueur? 4x neck/top fragments. Clear glass. Cylindrical shape. Long cylindrical necks 
taper outwards slightly towards top. Rounded off lip. 18mm-22mm diameter at rim. 60mm-64mm long 
necks. Late 18th/early 19th C. 

<1697> [2173] Phial. Complete. Clear glass. Cylindrical shape. High conical base with disc pontil scar. 
Uneven cylindrical body, sharp angled shoulder to cylindrical neck. Flared lip. 34mm diameter base, 
15mm diameter neck, 25mm diameter top. 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Phial. Top/neck. Clear glass. Flared lip on cylindrical neck. 21mm diameter neck, 
32mm diameter top. 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Phial. Top/neck. Clear glass. Flared lip on cylindrical neck. 13mm diameter neck, 
20mm diameter top. 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Tumbler. Incomplete base. Clear lead glass. Plain. Late 18th/early 19th 
C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Wine/cordial. Incomplete. Clear soda glass. Ogee bowl with slight 
ribbing near base. Stem and foot missing. Early to 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Wine/cordial. Almost complete. Clear soda glass. Plain conical bowl. 
Incomplete conical foot and plain, straight stem. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Complete. Clear soda glass. Conical foot. Plain basal knop. Plain 
bell bowl. 111mm high, 72mm diameter top, 57mm diameter base. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Complete. Clear soda glass. Conical foot. Plain basal knop. Plain 
bell bowl. 111mm high, 72mm diameter top, 57mm diameter base. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Incomplete. Clear soda glass. Conical foot. Plain knop. 52mm 
diameter base. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Complete. Clear soda glass. Plain conical foot. Basal knop. Bell 
bowl. Wide Wrythen ribbing on bowl and knop. 100mm high, 65mm diameter top, 59mm diameter 
base. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Complete. Clear soda glass. Plain conical foot. Basal knop. Bell 
bowl. Wide Wrythen ribbing on bowl and knop. 100mm high, 65mm diameter top, 59mm diameter 
base. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Incomplete. Clear soda glass. Plain conical foot. Basal knop with 
wide Wrythen ribbing. 51mm diameter. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Incomplete. Clear soda glass. Plain conical foot. Thin, plain basal 
knop. Plain bell bowl. 60mm diameter base. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Incomplete. Clear soda glass. Plain conical foot. Thin, plain basal 
knop. Plain bell bowl. 57mm diameter base. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Incomplete. Clear soda glass. Plain conical foot. Basal knop. Bell 
bowl (waisted?). Wrythen ribbing on bowl and knop. 54mm diameter base. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Incomplete. Clear soda glass. Plain conical foot. Basal knop. Bell 
bowl (waisted?). Wrythen ribbing on bowl and knop. 54mm diameter base. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Incomplete. Clear soda glass. Plain conical foot. Thin basal knop. 
Incomplete bell bowl (waisted?). Wrythen ribbing on bowl and knop. 44mm diameter base. Early to 
mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Complete. Clear soda glass. Plain conical foot. Uneven round 
funnel bowl. Plain. 105mm tall, 55mm diameter top, 43mm diameter base. Early 18th C. 
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<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Incomplete. Clear soda glass. Plain conical foot. Basal knop with 
air twist decoration. Incomplete bell bowl. 44mm diameter foot. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Incomplete. Clear soda glass. Plain conical foot. Plain basal knop. 
Incomplete hexagonal bell bowl. 60mm diameter foot. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Incomplete. Clear soda glass. Plain, flat foot and thin, wide basal 
knop. Pontil scar. 46mm diameter foot. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Drinking glass. Jelly. Incomplete. Clear soda glass. Plain, conical foot. Thin basal 
knop. No bowl. 55mm diameter base. Early to mid 18th C. 

<1697> [2173] Window glass. 2x small fragments. Clear glass. Flat, regular. Very few 
bubbles/imperfections. Very pale green tint. 94mm possible width, 1.5mm thick. 

<1697> [2173] Candlestick. Incomplete. Clear soda glass. Silesian stem under 3 knops. Air 'tears' in 
knopped part of stem. Wrythen ribbed bowl. Early 18th C. 
 

Group 4: F.200 
<1601> [2000] Phial. Complete. Clear glass. Cylindrical shape. Short cylindrical neck with rolled lip. 
17mm diameter top, 20mm diameter base. Mid 19th C. Possible perfume phial. 

<1601> [2000] Beer bottle. Complete with stopper. Green glass. Moulded - side seams. Applied collar 
and lip - large lip made to contain internal screw threads but not a large 'blob' lip of early date (Hedges, 
2002). Body embossed 'THE STAR BREWERY CAMBRIDGE LTD' on belt around central star. 
Stopper top reads 'CHARLES WELLS, MEDFORD'. 200mm tall, 63mm diameter base, 33mm 
diameter lip. c.1900. 

<1619> [2047] Sauce bottle. Complete. Green tinted glass. Square shape. Blown in mould. Burst lip. 
Base embossed: 'H'. Body embossed: 'DADDIES FAVOURITE SAUCE'. 44mmx44mm base, 23mm 
diameter lip. Early 20th C. 

<1619> [2047] Fruit juice bottle. Complete. Clear/green tinted glass. Square shape with flattened 
corners. Cylindrical neck and lip. Applied ring lip. Base embossed: 'D' under a large 'X'. Body 
embossed: 'G FOSTER CLARK & CO MAIDSTONE, EIFFEL TOWER FRUIT JUICES'. 107mm 
tall, 38mm square, 27mm diameter lip. Late 19th C/Early 20th C. 

<1619> [2047] Fruit juice bottle. Incomplete. Clear/green tinted glass. Square shape with flattened 
corners. Cylindrical neck and lip missing. Base embossed: 'D' under a large 'X'. Body embossed: 'G 
FOSTER CLARK & CO MAIDSTONE, EIFFEL TOWER FRUIT JUICES'. 107mm tall, 38mm 
square, 27mm diameter lip. Late 19th C/Early 20th C. 

<1619> [2047] Pharmaceutical bottle. Complete. Clear glass. Moulded. Hexagonal shape. Cylindrical 
neck and lip. Applied ring lip. Base embossed: HOPGOOD & CO. 40mm diameter base, 30mm 
diameter lip. Late 19th C. 

<1619> [2047] Pharmaceutical bottle. Complete. Clear glass. Rectangular shape. Short cylindrical neck 
Applied ring lip. 90mm tall, 37mmx20mm base, 22mm diameter lip. Late 19th C. 

<1619> [2047] Pharmaceutical bottle. Complete. Clear glass. Rectangular shape. Short cylindrical neck 
Applied ring lip. 90mm tall, 37mmx20mm base, 22mm diameter lip. Late 19th C. 

<1619> [2047] Pharmaceutical bottle. Complete. Green tinted glass. Rectangular shape with indented 
areas on the front and sides. Short cylindrical neck and applied ring lip. 120mm tall, 47mmx27mm 
base, 23.5mm diameter lip. Late 19th C. 

<1619> [2047] Pharmaceutical bottle. Complete. Green tinted glass. Rectangular shape with flattened 
corners. Short cylindrical neck with applied ring lip. Body embossed with indicator lines and 'TEA 
SPOONS'. 113mm tall, 43mmx24mm base, 21mm diameter lip. Late 19th C. 

<1619> [2047] Pharmaceutical bottle. Complete. Green tinted glass. Rectangular shape with flattened 
corners. Cylindrical neck with rolled lip. 132mm tall, 51mmx33mm base, 24mm diameter lip. Mid to 
late 19th C. 
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Pottery assessment report 

Introduction 

In total, 8,776 sherds of pottery weighing just over 203kg have been recovered from 
the St. John’s Triangle site (see Table 10); along with the material derived from the 
present excavation, this also includes two small assemblages that were recovered 
during preceding phases of work (Hall & Dickens 2005; Cessford 2006). For the 
purposes of this assessment, the combined assemblage has been divided by period and 
an individual report on each group of material is presented. 
 
 SJT 05 

 
SJT 06 SJT 07 

Period Count Weight  
(g) 

Count Weight  
(g) 

Count Weight  
(g) 

Total 
Count 

Total 
Weight  

Roman 2 3 19 287 510 6154 531 
(6.1%) 

6444 
(3.2%) 

Saxon 0 0 0 0 2 28 2 
(0.02%) 

28 
(0.02%) 

Saxo-Norman  7 25 137 2371 812 10779 956 
(10.9%) 

13175 
(6.5%) 

Medieval 15 137 205 3590 2114 24670 2334 
(26.6%) 

28397 
(14.0%) 

Post-Medieval 13 244 24 1061 1263 40184 1300 
(14.8%) 

41489 
(20.4%) 

Modern 17 122 8 114 3643 107675 3653 
(41.6%) 

113536 
(55.9%) 

Total 54 531 393 7423 8371 189907 8776 
 

203069 

Table 10: Overall pottery assemblage, broken down by phase. 

 

Roman pottery (1st to 4th centuries) 

By Katie Anderson 
 

In total 531 sherds of Roman pottery, weighing 6.44kg, have been recovered from St. 
John’s Triangle during the last three phases of work at the site; this represents 6.1% of 
the total assemblage by count and 3.2% by weight. Of this amount, however, the vast 
majority – 510 sherds, weighing 6154g – were derived from the most recent phase of 
excavation, and it is this group that is examined in detail below. The sherds have been 
subdivided by fabric and, where possible, details of the form, decoration, usewear and 
date of the vessels have been recorded. Estimated vessel equivalents (EVE’s) have 
been calculated from rim and base sherds (cf. Orton et al 1993). 
 

Assemblage composition 

A range of fabrics were present in the group, including both finewares and 
coarsewares, although coarseware vessels dominated (representing c. 80% of the total 
assemblage). The breakdown of the material is presented in Table 11, below. 
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Fabric 

 
Count

 
Weight 

(g) 
MSW 

(g) 
EVE 

 
Black-slipped 14 282 20.1 0.22 

Buff sandy 5 29 5.8 0 
Central Gaulish Samian 18 142 7.9 0.49 
Coarse oxidised sandy 8 150 18.7 0.5 

Colchester Colour-coated 2 5 2.5 0 
‘Unsourced’ colour-coated 5 40 8 0 

‘Unsourced’ greyware 324 2997 9.3 3.32 
East Gaulish Samian 6 22 3.7 0.05 
Fine sandy greyware 2 13 6.5 0 

Grog-tempered 1 93 93 0 
Hadham reduced 1 17 17 0 

Horningsea greyware 46 1416 30.8 1.1 
Imitation black-burnished 16 292 18.3 0.37 

Micaceous greyware 3 108 36 0.16 
Nar Valley 1 25 25 0 

Nene Valley greyware 3 35 11.7 0.1 
Nene Valley colour-coated 22 155 7 0.53 

Oxfordshire red-slipped 1 2 2 0 
Oxidised sandy 18 167 9.3 0 

‘Unsourced’ red-slipped 3 10 3.3 0 
Shell-tempered 5 49 4.9 0 

‘Unsourced’ white-slipped 4 24 6 0 
Nene Valley whiteware 2 81 40.5 0.1 

Total 510 6154  6.94 

Table 11: Roman pottery from St. John’s Triangle by fabric. 
 

A variety of vessels from known sources were recovered; these primarily comprise 
Horningsea and Nene Valley products, which is unsurprising given both the date and 
location of the site. Overall, however, unsourced sandy greyware sherds dominated 
the group, a common pattern in Romano-British assemblages; the majority of these 
vessels are likely to have been produced locally. In addition to the numerous domestic 
products, a small number of imported wares have also been identified, totalling 
around 4% of the group. These include 18 Central Gaulish Samian sherds (weighing 
142g), which comprise elements of two Dr18/31 dishes and three Dr33 cups; six East 
Gaulish Samian fragments were also recovered, including one Dr33 sherd, two 
Dr18/31 sherds and one possible Dr37 sherd. Due to the size and condition of these 
fragments, however – upon which no maker’s stamps or decoration were discernable 
– more precise dating of the Samian wares was not possible. The broad range of 
products represented indicates access to wider trade networks, most probably as a 
result of the proximity of the site to the nearby town. 
 
A range of vessel forms have been identified (see Table 12). The group is dominated 
by jars (which comprise c.70% of all diagnostic sherds) although these vessels varied 
widely in size, with rim diameters ranging from 80mm to 280mm. Bowls and dishes 
were also moderately represented, whilst there were few beakers, lids or mortaria and 
just a single example of a flagon. In addition, a number of vessels bore evidence of 
sooting and/or interior limescale, demonstrating their original domestic usage. There 
were also a small number of sherds that had been poorly fired, including one which 
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was spalled, although these do not appear to have comprised wasters. Finally, there 
was one trimmed base sherd with a diameter of 50mm, the exact function of which is 
unclear. Taken as a whole, therefore, both the forms and the usewear of the vessels in 
this group are typical of components within a standard domestic assemblage, and no 
evidence of industrial activities has been identified. 
 

Form 
 

Count 
 

Weight 
(g) 

MSW 
(g) 

EVE 
 

Beaker 7 25 3.6 0.38 
Bowl 14 293 20.9 0.68 
Cup 3 40 13.3 0.22 
Dish 12 168 14 0.58 

Flagon 1 10 10 0 
Jar 97 2281 23.5 3.23 
Lid 3 78 26 0 

Mortaria 2 97 48.5 0.1 
Non-diagnostic 371 3162 8.5 1.75 

Total 510 6154  6.94 

Table 12: Roman pottery from St. John’s Triangle by vessel form. 
 

Stratified feature analysis 

Three individual features at the site – gully F.179 and wicker-lined rubbish pit F.180 
in Area 2, along with layer F.286 in Area 3 – contained sizable assemblages of 
material: 
 

F.180 contained the largest quantity of Roman pottery recovered from a single feature at the site. 
This comprised 105 sherds, weighing 1356g and representing 3.02 EVE’s, which were derived 
from six contexts. [1343] contained 37 sherds, weighing 519g and representing 0.98 EVE’s; six of 
these came from the base of a Horningsea greyware jar (weighing 152g), whilst a further bifid rim 
from a similar jar was also present. There was also a Nene Valley colour-coated cornice rim 
beaker dating from the mid 2nd to early 3rd century AD. Five Central Gaulish Samian ware sherds 
were collected, comprising two sherds from a Dr18/31 dish and one sherd from a Dr33 cup; both 
of these vessels date 2nd century AD. The two remaining Samian ware sherds were non-diagnostic. 
Context [1353] contained 38 sherds in total, weighing 397g and representing 1.28 EVE’s. Various 
fabrics were present, including one Nene Valley colour-coat, one Nar Valley ware and one Central 
Gaulish Samian ware body sherd. There was also a sherd from a Horningsea Greyware beaded 
bowl (of 2nd to 3rd century date) that was burnt and abraded, looking almost spalled. One body 
sherd was from a mica-rich fabric, almost giving a mica-dusted appearance. Further body sherds in 
the same fabric were recovered from contexts [1360] and [1373], which, although not refitting, are 
clearly from the same vessel (most probably a lid or a dish). 26 sherds, weighing 504g and 
representing 0.76 EVEs, were recovered from [1360]. As discussed above, this included one 
highly micaceous sherd, from the same vessel as [1353]. There were also two Samian ware 
fragments, comprising one Central Gaulish Dr18/31 and one East Gaulish non-diagnostic sherd, 
dating to the 2nd and 2nd/3rd century respectively. Two of the sherds from this context were noted as 
having heavy sooting, one on the outside of the vessel and one on the interior of the vessel, 
suggesting both had been used over a fire. Four sherds (weighing 116g) were also recovered from 
[1373]. This included a further mica-rich sherd, along with one black-slipped flat base and one 
oxidised sandy jar. The pottery from this context dates to the 2nd to 4th century AD, and although 
only a small quantity of material was recovered, the sherds were larger and less abraded than other 
contexts within this feature. Overall, therefore, the material derived from this feature (which, as it 
extended beyond the limits of excavation, was only around 25% excavated) represents a sizeable 
dump of domestic refuse of probable 2nd/3rd century date. 
 

F.179 contained 12 sherds of Roman pottery, weighing 118g and representing 0.1 EVE’s, which 
were recovered from two separate contexts. [1340] contained nine sherds (weighing 88g), which 
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represented just 0.1 EVE. This comprised three Horningsea greywares, including one beaded bowl, 
dating this context to the 2nd to 3rd century AD. Context [1341] contained three further sherds, 
weighing 30g, all of which were non-diagnostic; they comprised two sandy greywares and one 
colour-coat, and date to the 2nd to 4th century. The lack of any definitively late (i.e. late 3rd or 4th 
century) vessels within this feature suggests that it is most probably of 2nd or 3rd century date.  
Finally, layer F.286 contained a total of 44 sherds, weighing 659g. Most of these comprised non-
diagnostic sandy greyware sherds, although the mean weight of pottery from this feature was 
relatively high at 15g. Several vessel forms were identified, including two imitation black-
burnished ware bowls, and one Central Gaulish Dr33 cup. The material came from a single deposit 
and dates to the 2nd to 4th century AD, although again no definitively late material was identified. 
 

A number of other Roman features contained rather smaller quantities of material: 
 

F.181 contained three sherds (weighing 39g), comprising one Horningsea greyware, one colour-
coat and one sandy greyware. All of these fragments were non-diagnostic and thus could only be 
generically dated to the 2nd to 4th century AD. F.183 contained nine sherds, weighing 134g and 
representing 0.32 EVE’s. This included one Horningsea greyware storage jar dating to the 2nd to 
3rd century and one bifid rim jar, also dating to this period. F.188 contained ten sherds, weighing 
65g. The pottery from this feature dates to the 2nd to 3rd century, and includes a sherd from a Nene 
Valley colour-coated beaker and a sherd from a Horningsea greyware jar. Two sherds weighing 
22g were recovered from F.191, comprising one Horningsea greyware jar and one shell-tempered 
sherd. Finally, F.191 contained two sherds (weighing 22g), one from a Horningsea greyware jar, 
dating to the 2nd to 4th century AD, and one from an undiagnostic greyware vessel.  

 

Discussion 

The Roman pottery recovered from the St. John’s Triangle site spans the 2nd to 4th 
centuries AD, with an apparent peak between the 2nd and 3rd centuries; only a small 
number of sherds can be confidently dated to the Late Roman period, and, since these 
were almost entirely derived from residual contexts, they may well represent material 
deposited during a secondary phase of agricultural activity. In terms of date, therefore, 
the settlement activity identified in this location is closely contemporary with the 
activities undertaken at a number of other sites in the immediate area, including the 
ADC Theatre evaluation (Whittaker 2003, 9) and the Park Street, Jesus Lane and 
Jesus College field systems (Alexander et al 2004, 68 and 91; Evans & Williams 
2004, 24), as well as the St. John’s College material (Daniel 1939) and the Jesus Lane 
pottery production site (Hartley 1960). It therefore fits very neatly into an emerging 
pattern of occupation in this part of Roman Cambridge, where there is little evidence 
of settlement prior to the 2nd century AD and a definite decline by the beginning of the 
4th century. Although this may relate to the contemporary expansion and contraction 
of the main hilltop town to the north (cf. Alexander & Pullinger 1999), it is also 
possible that the focus of suburban activity simply transferred to an alternative 
location at this time; it is certainly interesting to note that it was during this period that 
activity at the Vicar’s Farm settlement to the northwest reached its peak (cf. Lucas & 
Whittaker 2001). 
 
Typologically, this assemblage is no different to contemporary pottery assemblages 
from around Cambridge, including many which could be classed as ‘rural’ (cf. Evans 
et al 2004; Evans & Mackay 2005, Evans et al 2006; Evans et al 2007). In fact, it is 
perhaps only the Samian ware which marks this assemblage out as being slightly 
different from the others. Although the quantities are by no means great, compared to 
the general pattern seen in the Cambridge region, there is a larger than average 
number of sherds (representing approximately 5% of the total assemblage), which 
may be interpreted as proof that the site had access to larger trade networks. 
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Saxon pottery (5th to 9th centuries) 

With David Hall 
 

In total only two sherds of Saxon pottery, weighing 28g, were recovered from the St. 
John’s Triangle site; this represents 0.02% of the total assemblage by count and 
0.02% by weight. These sherds, which are most probably of Early to Middle Saxon 
(i.e. 5th to 7th century) date, occurred residually within Medieval pit <1039> F.445. 
Both sherds were probably derived from the same vessel as they each consist of a 
laminated grey and pinkish brown fabric with frequent quartzite inclusions; one sherd 
bears incised ‘sine-wave’ decoration, whilst both are very coarse in texture. They 
cannot be assigned to any particular ware of the period, although they are probably of 
relatively local production. 

 

Saxo-Norman pottery (10th to 12th centuries) 

With Craig Cessford and David Hall 
 

In total 956 sherds of Saxo-Norman pottery, weighing 13.17kg, were recovered from 
the St. John’s Triangle site; this represents 10.9% of the total assemblage by count 
and 6.5% by weight. This material is exclusively comprised of the triumvirate of 
fabrics – consisting of St Neots-type, Thetford-type and Stamford wares – that are 
found ubiquitously on sites of this period throughout southern Cambridgeshire (see 
Table 13). As is typical across the region, St. Neots-type ware is the most common 
fabric by count (at 50.2%), Thetford-type ware is a substantial component of the 
assemblage (at 44.6%) and Stamford ware is only a minor element (at 5.2%). By 
weight, however, the position of the St. Neots-type and Thetford-type wares is 
reversed (at 40.1% and 57.2% respectively); this disparity appears to be primarily a 
result of latter fabric’s suitability for the production of large, thick-walled storage jars. 
 

Ware 
 

Count Weight (g) MSW (g) 

Thetford-type 426 
(44.6%) 

7542 
(57.2%) 

17.7 

St Neots-type 480 
(50.2%) 

5281 
(40.1%) 

11 

Stamford 50 
(5.2%) 

352 
(2.7%) 

7 

Total 956 13175 13.8 

Table 13: Saxo-Norman pottery from St. John’s Triangle by count and weight. 
 

Thetford-type ware  

This fabric comprises a wheel-thrown ware that is typically reduced hard grey and 
tempered with occasional sub-angular or sub-rounded quartzite inclusions. It was 
manufactured at numerous kiln sites in Thetford, as well as at other locations scattered 
across East Anglia (Hurst 1957; Rogerson and Dallas 1984). Thetford-type ware is 
typically dated to the period c.900 to 1100, although production most probably began 
in the 9th century and continued into the 12th century (Hurst 1976, 314-20). Indeed it 
is notable that whilst the kilns at Thetford itself only appear to have been in operation 
between the 10th to 12th centuries, the ware was probably already being manufactured 
at Ipswich by the mid 9th century (P. Blinkhorn pers comm). It is therefore the earliest 
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of the three Saxo-Norman fabrics. Thetford-type ware sherds are generally thin, 
except for those derived from large storage vessels, and jar rims tend to be smaller 
and more finely made than those of contemporary St. Neots-type pots. Vessel forms 
identifiable at the present site include jugs, bowls, jars and large storage vessels with 
applied thumb-strip decoration. At least four sherds with rouletted decoration were 
also present (<820> in F.243, <826> in F.246, <1074> in F.445 and <754> in 
[2180]); these comprise examples of the earliest wares to be produced at Thetford (P. 
Blinkhorn pers comm). Although no definitely Ipswich-produced material was 
identifiable, six sherds (<875>, <879> and <1114>) present in probable 10th century 
features F.253, F.254 and F.429 are likely to have originated from here on 
stratigraphic grounds (see further below). 
 

St. Neots-type ware  

This fabric comprises a wheel-thrown shelly ware that is typically dark reddish purple 
in colour with a slightly ‘soapy’ feel; the resultant vessels often appear to have been too 
porous to have contained liquids. Although first identified at St Neots, this ware actually 
appears to have been produced at a number of different locations situated along the 
Jurassic Limestone belt that roughly extends between Oxfordshire and 
Cambridgeshire (Hurst 1976, 320-23). Its manufacture is generally dated to between 
c.900 to 1100, although production in some form most probably began in the late 9th 
century and continued into the 12th century (Hurst 1956; Denham 1985). Whilst this 
ware has previously been identified within early 10th century contexts in Cambridge 
(Hurst 1976, 323; Alexander et al 1994, 123), it is more usually associated with 11th/12th 
century activity (e.g. Cessford 2005; Newman 2007; Cessford 2008). Sherds from jars, 
jugs, bowls (cf. Hurst 1956, 55) were identified. This includes at least 68 sherds, 
weighing 473g, derived from small jars with a notably soapy fabric that are likely to be 
11th century or earlier in origin. Although this represents only 13.75% of the total St 
Neots-type assemblage, it must be noted that the identification of diagnostically early 
material is problematic – relying as it does primarily upon vessel form – and the ratio 
of early to later material is therefore likely to be under-represented. 
 

Stamford ware 

This fabric comprises a wheel-thrown ware that is slightly superior in quality to both the 
Thetford-type and St. Neots-type wares. Sherds are typically off-white or pale pink/grey 
in colour and often contain occasional quartz and black or red ironstone inclusions; they 
are usually glazed with a yellow, pale or sage-green slip (Hurst 1958; Hurst 1976). 
Production of this ware is typically dated to the period c.900 to 1200 and, in general, 
early sherds (c.900 to 1100) have a clear light green glaze whilst the glaze of the later 
‘developed' Stamford ware (c.1100 to 1200) is dark green with copper blotches (Hurst 
1976, 323-36). This latter material also appears to have continued in production until 
the 14th century. Unlike the widely produced St Neots-type and Thetford-type wares, 
only the single eponymous Lincolnshire source has so far been identified for Stamford 
ware (cf. Kilmurry 1980). A further distinction may also be discerned. Although this 
material originated in the 10th century its widespread distribution, including its 
presence in Cambridge, appears to be a largely 11th century and later phenomenon; 
this is around a century later than the introduction of the St Neots-type and Thetford-
type wares. Despite this late start, however, Stamford ware was the most widely 
distributed pottery of the period and Cambridge appears to lie at the southeastern limit 
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of one part of its distribution network (ibid, figures 31 and 32). On such distant sites, 
Stamford ware rarely exceeds 5% of the assemblage and is often less than 1% (ibid, 
162). The relatively high percentage of material present at St. John’s Triangle, 
therefore (at 5.2%), may potentially indicate the increased status of this area during 
the 11th and especially the 12th centuries. All of the fragments found appear to have 
been derived from jugs, the most common form of Stamford ware vessel (Hurst 1976, 
327). 
 

Dating and longevity 

The extensive and well-preserved stratigraphic sequence that was encountered at the 
St. John’s Triangle site has permitted a fine-grained chronological analysis of the 
Saxo-Norman pottery recovered. This bears very close comparison to the sequence 
previously identified at Chesterton Lane Corner (Cessford with Dickens 2005a, 83-4), 
the only other Cambridge site to have produced an equally dense and well-stratified 
ceramic assemblage of comparable date. In both locations, Thetford-type ware 
represents the first Saxo-Norman fabric to have appeared in the archaeological record. 
At St. John’s Triangle, F.253 and F.254 in Soakaway 1 and F.429 in Soakaway 2 – 
which stratigraphically comprise the final elements of the earliest post-Roman phase 
of activity at the site – contained exclusively Thetford-type ware sherds. At 
Chesterton Lane Corner, Thetford-type ware first occurred in association with Middle 
Saxon Ipswich and Maxey-type ware sherds within the earliest phase of a possible 
ecclesiastical structure (ibid, 83). Thetford-type and Ipswich ware sherds have 
previously been found in association within contexts dated to the mid to late 9th 
century at Broad Street, Ely, and Ely Cathedral Lady Chapel (Cessford et al 2006, 5-
6; Cessford with Dickens 2007, 165-6), and this date is consistent with the nature of 
the activities undertaken at Chesterton Lane Corner. The absence of associated 
Middle Saxon material at St. John’s Triangle, however, implies that activity probably 
began slightly later at this site.  
 
Although the earliest Saxo-Norman activity at both St. John’s Triangle and Chesterton 
Lane Corner is typified by the exclusive usage of Thetford-type ware, the first of the 
three fabrics to be produced, this was soon joined by St Neots-type ware in both 
locations. The earliest well-dated occurrence of this latter fabric in a Cambridge 
context comprises a group of 40 sherds found at the Ridgeons Garden site in 
association with two memorial issue coins of St Edmund that were minted in the 
Eastern Danelaw between c.905 and 915 (Alexander et al 1994, 123; Haigh & 
Blackburn 1986). As a number of stratified features containing diagnostically 11th 
century or earlier St Neots-type ware have been identified at St. John’s Triangle – 
namely F.243, F.250, F.251 and F.426 – it would appear that intensive post-Roman 
activity probably began at this site following the end of the Middle Saxon pottery 
industry (c.875-900) and prior to the emergence of the St Neots type industry (c.925), 
although it is most likely to have commenced towards the later part of this period. 
Stamford ware, the final member of the triumvirate, does not appear to have been in 
use until at least the late 10th or probably early 11th century, a pattern that is also 
mirrored at Chesterton Lane Corner (Cessford with Dickens 2005a, 83).  
 
The longevity in usage of Saxo-Norman wares at the St. John’s Triangle site is 
underlined by their density, which averages 53.7 sherds p/m2 in Soakaway 1 (the only 
area to be 100% excavated). Although this is somewhat less than the density of 97.8 
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sherds p/m2 present at Chesterton Lane Corner, it is at least five times higher than at 
any other Cambridge site yet known. It must also be noted that Soakaway 1 is located 
towards the rear of a property plot, where densities might be expected to be slightly 
lower, in direct contrast to the Chesterton Lane Corner frontage investigation. In 
addition, the ratio of Saxo-Norman to Medieval sherd density is also informative. At 
St. John’s Triangle this equates to around 1:1.19 whereas at other Cambridge sites, 
where Saxo-Norman activity is known have commenced only in the 11th or possibly 
even 12th centuries, this expands to 1:3.74 (Bradwell’s Court) and even 1:9.86 (Hostel 
Yard). It is therefore clear that Saxo-Norman wares were probably in use at this site 
from the time of, or at least from very soon after, the date of their first emergence, and 
that they subsequently remained in use throughout the following three centuries. 
 

 In-situ 
 

Residual 

Ware 
 

Count Weight (g) MSW (g) Count Weight (g) MSW (g) 

Thetford-type 121 1447 12 69 1040 15.1 
St Neots-type 149 1291 8.7 84 888 10.6 

Stamford 3 26 8.7 4 20 5 
Total 273 2764 10.1 157 1948 12.4 

Table 14: Breakdown of Saxo-Norman pottery recovered from Soakaway 1. 
 

Significant groups 

Despite the very high density of Saxo-Norman pottery encountered at the site (see 
above), few large or individually significant groups of material were present.  
 

 F.246 
 

F.251 F.285 F.425 

Ware Count Weight  
(g) 

Count Weight  
(g) 

Count Weight 
(g) 

Count Weight  
(g) 

Thetford-
type 

19 270 28 211 25 328 11 115 

St Neots-
type 

33 297 28 244 38 367 20 477 

Stamford 0 0 0 0 2 18 0 0 
Total 52 567 56 455 65 713 31 592 

Table 15: Saxo-Norman features containing significant pottery assemblages (i.e. those 
containing more than 50 sherds and/or 500g of Saxo-Norman wares). 
 

This appears to be primarily a result of the location of the in-situ deposits excavated, 
as Soakaways 1 and 2 (the only trenches in which the complete archaeological 
sequence could be investigated) were situated towards the very rear of the properties 
examined. The nature of the features encountered in these locations, which appear to 
have been predominately gravel extraction pits, implies that refuse disposal comprised 
only a secondary or ‘opportunistic’ phase in their usage. Nevertheless, four features 
were identified that contained either more than 50 sherds and/or 500g of Saxo-
Norman pottery (see Table 15). Of these four it is notable that one, F.251, is likely to 
be 11th century or earlier in date. In addition to containing diagnostically early St 
Neots-type sherds, this is also the only one of the four features in which Thetford-type 
ware occurred in equal quantity to its later more dominant counterpart. 
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Conclusion 

Although by no means the largest assemblage of Saxo-Norman wares to be recovered 
from a Cambridge site (see Table 16), the material from St. John’s Triangle is of 
importance due to the high degree of stratigraphic preservation that was encountered 
during its excavation. This has allowed a fine-grained chronological analysis of the 
material to be undertaken, which strongly compliments the patterns of ware adoption 
and longevity previously identified at the Chesterton Lane Corner site. 
 

Site 
 

Thetford-type St. Neots-type Stamford Total 

West Fen Road, 
Ely (all phases) 

4519 
(64.0%) 

2410 
(34.1%) 

130 
(1.8%) 

7059 

Grand Arcade 
(all phases) 

1438 
(40.4%) 

2037 
(57.3%) 

83 
(2.3%) 

3558 

Cherry Hinton 
(combined sites) 

1508 
(46.6%) 

1656 
(51.2%) 

73 
(2.3%) 

3237 

Chesterton 
(combined sites) 

507 
(52.2%) 

448 
(46.1%) 

16 
(1.6%) 

971 

St. John’s Triangle 
(all phases) 

426 
(44.6%) 

480 
(50.2%) 

50 
(5.2%) 

956 

Castle Hill 
(combined sites) 

441 
(47.1%) 

469 
(50.1%) 

26 
(2.8%) 

936 

Cottenham 
(all phases) 

233 
(41.4%) 

317 
(56.3%) 

13 
(2.3%) 

563 

Bradwell’s Court 179 
(41.1%) 

228 
(52.4%) 

28 
(8.7%) 

435 

Hostel Yard 
(all phases)  

172 
(52.9%) 

146 
(44.9) 

7 
(2.2%) 

325 

Bene’t Court 
(all phases) 

36 
(42.8%) 

46 
(54.8%) 

2 
(2.4%) 

84 

Table 16: Saxo-Norman wares from St. John’s Triangle, by count, as compared to those from 
other local sites (assemblages presented in size order). 

 
No other wares of the 10th or 11th centuries have been identified at the St. John’s 
Triangle site. In the 12th century, however, it is possible that a number of new wares 
began to appear and that their first usage overlapped with the final years of the Saxo-
Norman triumvirate. Yet because these later fabrics continued to be used during the 
Medieval period, and indeed in many cases rose to prominence only in the 13th or 
even 14th centuries, certainty is difficult. Possible examples of wares that emerged 
during the 12th century include Grey coarseware, Medieval Ely ware (particularly 
where it appears to imitate St. Neots-type ware), and Pink Shelly ware. These fabrics 
are discussed in the Medieval section, below. 
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Medieval pottery (13th to 15th centuries) 

With Craig Cessford and David Hall 
 

In total 2,334 sherds of Medieval pottery, weighing 28.40kg, were recovered from the 
St. John’s Triangle site; this represents 26.6% of the total assemblage by count and 
14.0% by weight. The material consists of the usual range of coarsewares, finewares 
and material that is intermediate between the two (see Table 17), and the wares 
identified are typical of those present at other contemporary sites in Cambridge (cf. 
Edwards and Hall 1997) and southern Cambridgeshire (e.g. Cessford et al 2006).  
 

Type 
 

Count Weight (g) MSW (g) 

Coarsewares 1751 
(75.0%) 

21852 
(77.0%) 

12.5 

Finewares 526 
(22.6%) 

5828 
(20.5%) 

11.1 

Intermediates 57 
(2.4%) 

717 
(2.5%) 

13.3 

Total 2334 28397 12.2 

Table 17: Medieval pottery from St. John’s Triangle by ware type. 
 

Coarsewares 

The majority of the Medieval coarsewares consist of utilitarian Brown, Buff, Grey, 
Pink, and Red fabrics, often containing large grit inclusions. The most common of 
these is Grey coarseware, which accounts for 51.2% of the assemblage by count and 
47.1% by weight (see Table 18). 
 

Ware 
 

Count Weight (g) MSW (g) 

Coarse Brown 95 1364 14.4 
Coarse Buff 47 466 9.9 
Coarse Grey 897 10291 11.5 
Coarse Pink 67 754 11.3 
Coarse Red 120 1325 11.1 

Medieval Ely 505 7431 14.7 
Other 20 221 11.1 
Total 1751 21852 12.5 

Table 18: Medieval Coarsewares from St. John’s Triangle. 

 
The coarsewares found in Cambridge do not commonly occur further north in 
Cambridgeshire, with the notable exception of Medieval Ely ware, and are therefore 
likely to be of predominately local origin. It seems probable that at least some of them 
were produced in Cambridge itself, as a Potteres rowe (1249) or Potterslane (1341) is 
known to have been located on the north side of Cambridge Market Place during the 
Medieval period (Bryan & Wise 2002, 84; Reaney 1943, 50). There are also 
documentary references to an Elias Potter (c.1208-13 and c.1260-1272), Richard le 
Potter (c.1210-1240) and Michael Potter (1392) being resident within the town 
(Cessford 2007, 302); the 13th century examples of the Potter surname, in particular, 
are likely to have a direct link to pottery production. However, although work is 
ongoing to define various local wares (Sporrey forthcoming), this has not yet been 
completed. In addition, a small percentage of the coarsewares were probably derived 
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from other sources in southern Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire, Essex and Suffolk, 
where similar pottery of this period is known to have been produced, whilst some of 
the material has affinities to wares originating from Blackborough End in Norfolk (cf. 
Rogerson and Ashley 1985). Unfortunately the various coarsewares can in most cases 
only be broadly dated to the 13th to 15th centuries, although as noted above the Grey 
coarseware in particular may have first originated during the 12th century. Identifiable 
coarseware vessel forms consist mainly of cooking pots, jars and jugs with some 
cisterns. 
 

Significant coarseware pieces include a near complete jug, <916> weighing 620g from [3058], 
which has a post-firing five line graffito (see Figure 44). This ‘decoration’ most probably 
represents a personal owner’s mark, used to identify an individual’s private property within a 
communal environment (cf. Gardiner with Allen 2005, 489-96). The vessel is 14th century in date, 
although it is unfortunately unstratified. A similar, although not identical, mark was identified on a 
near complete 14th century Grimston ware jug, weighing 1243g, that was recovered from the 
Grand Arcade site; this vessel bears a post-firing star-shaped six line graffito (Cessford 2007, 303-
4). 14 sherds of red coarseware, weighing 163g, were also recovered from <559> F.275; these 
appear to be derived from a single jar of 14th or 15th century date. This vessel, along with two other 
coarseware jar rims (<1154> and <1155> that were both present within pit F.436), are potentially 
worthy of illustration. 

 

The most common coarseware that can be attributed to a specific production centre is 
Medieval Ely ware, which is known to have been manufactured at Potters Lane in Ely 
between the 12th to 15th centuries (Hall 2001; Hall in Alexander 2003; Hall in 
Cessford et al 2006; Spoerry 2008). This ware accounts for 28.8% of the coarseware 
assemblage by count and 34% by weight. There are two principal Ely fabrics that can 
be identified visually, one ‘oxidized’ and the other ‘reduced’, the difference between 
them being determined only by the final oxygenation conditions in the kiln. The main 
distinguishing attribute of this ware, in comparison to other East Anglian coarsewares, 
is its high sand content and the presence of hard white grit inclusions. It is handmade, 
with only limited finishing, and the glaze is often thin and patchy. The latter is almost 
always opaque, although it is sometimes green, and often has a muddy whitish colour 
with a rough pimply surface. Medieval Ely ware is known to have been present at 
King’s Lynn, where it has been identified as ‘soft Grimston ware’, mainly during the 
period 1100 to 1250 and its usage declined markedly during the period 1250 to 1350. 
This decline was probably due to the contemporary rise of the local Grimston industry 
(cf. Hall 2001). The Ely industry was thus already well established by 1280 when the 
street name Potterslane was first recorded (Reaney 1943, 215). That it also remained 
active for several centuries afterwards is demonstrated by a survey of 1417, which 
recorded the presence of seven tenements, including a former pottery, on the lower 
east side of Potterslane (Owen 1993, 22). The most common forms of Medieval Ely 
ware are thick-sided bowls, along with rather squat jugs and jars. The industry was 
highly conservative with few changes, which generally related only to decoration. 
 

Significant pieces include the complete profile of a 14th or 15th century Ely ware jar (17 fragments, 
weighing 182g) that was derived from <578> F.277. This vessel is potentially worthy of 
illustration. 

 

Intermediate wares 

A number of intermediate Medieval wares have been identified from St. John’s 
Triangle (see Table 19); however, these comprise only a small percentage of the total 
amount of Medieval pottery recovered (2.4% by count and 2.5% by weight). 
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Ware Count Weight (g) MSW (g) Date range Source 
 

Grimston 30 
 

306 
 

10.2 12th to 15th 
century, with 
a 14th century 

floruit 

Norfolk 

Ely-Grimston 5 76 15.2 14th century Cambridgeshire 
Pink Shelly Ware 9 205 22.7 13th century Northamptonshire 

Developed Stamford 13 
 

130 
 

10 13th to 14th 
century 

Lincolnshire 

Total 57 717 12.6   

Table 19: Medieval Intermediate wares from St. John’s Triangle. 
 

The most common intermediate ware is Grimston ware from Norfolk (30 sherds, 
weighing 6256g), which represents 52.6% of the Medieval intermediate ware 
assemblage by count and 42.7% by weight. Although this material is known to have 
been manufactured between the 12th to 15th centuries (Jennings 1981, 50-60; Leah 
1994), the majority of Grimston ware so far identified in Cambridgeshire appears to 
be predominately 14th century in date; this equates to the period at which the industry 
was at its height. As a result of this material’s success, during the 14th century the 
potters at Ely begin to make a product imitating Grimston ware that is referred to as 
‘Ely-Grimston ware’. This is of a rather higher quality than the standard Ely products, 
and 5 sherds, weighing 76g have been identified. There are also 31 sherds, weighing 
449g, of Developed Stamford ware that date to the 13th and 14th centuries. This 
represents 22.8% of the Medieval intermediate ware assemblage by count and 18.1% 
by weight, although the small quantity of sherds present means that its relative 
importance may be exaggerated. Finally there is also a small quantity of Pink Shelly 
ware (9 sherds, weighing 205g) from Northamptonshire, which represents a late 
development of St. Neots ware in the 13th century.  
 

Finewares 

At least 11 Medieval finewares have been identified from the St. John’s Triangle site, 
including material imported from Buckinghamshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, 
Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire, Surrey, Yorkshire and Germany (see Table 20, 
below). Such a wide range of material is common on sites of this date across 
Cambridge (cf. Edwards and Hall 1997), and is symptomatic of the period during 
which the dissemination of pottery types appears to have been at its height throughout 
the British Isles. 
 
The most common fabric is Essex Redware, which comprises 66.9% of the fineware 
assemblage by count and 53.7% by weight. Vessels in this fabric typically comprise 
fine quality jugs that were manufactured at a variety of sources in Essex (Cotter 2000, 
75-91; Huggins 1972). The rapid growth of this industry, and its subsequent 
expansion into Cambridgeshire, is most probably related to its role in supplying the 
significant London market (Pearce et al 1982). Essex Redware first appears to have 
been introduced into Cambridge during the late 13th century, when the ware was 
usually a dull reddish bronze in colour, and continued to be used until the 15th 
century, by which time the glaze on the ware was generally much brighter. The bulk 
of the material so far identified in southern Cambridgeshire appears to be primarily 
15th century in origin, a pattern which is mirrored at the present site. A number of 
Essex Redware production centres are known. Material from Sible Hedingham is 
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identifiable because of the golden speckles of mica present in its fabric; production 
was undertaken in this location during the period c.1140 to 1350, with the majority of 
vessels consisting of jugs with uncoloured (orange) or green lead glazes. Other likely 
sources for material introduced into southern Cambridgeshire include Colchester, Mill 
Green and Harlow, and further specialist analysis could potentially assign many of the 
sherds to particular sources. In addition, a smaller quantity of contemporary Essex 
Greyware has also been identified (30 sherds, weighing 229g). 
 

Ware Count Weight 
(g) 

MSW 
(g) 

Date range Source 

Bourne 3 49 16.3 15th or 16th century Lincolnshire 
Brill/Borstall 7 62 8.9 13th to 15th century, 

with a 13th century 
floruit 

Buckinghamshire 

Cambridge 
Sgraffito 

2 6 3 14th to 15th 
centuries 

North Essex  
or South 

Cambridgeshire 
Essex Grey 30 229 7.6 15th century Essex 
Essex Red 352 

 
3128 

 
8.9 Late 13th to 15th 

century, with a 15th 
century floruit 

Essex 

Hertfordshire 
Fineware 

1 8 8 13th to 15th 
centuries 

Hertfordshire 

Lyveden/Stanion 109 
 

1882 
 

17.3 13th to 14th century, 
with a 13th century 

floruit 

Northamptonshire 

Scarborough 3 230 76.7 13th to 14th 
centuries 

Yorkshire 

Seigburg 2 26 13 15th century Germany 
Surrey Borders 8 60 7.5 14th to 15th century, 

with a 14th century 
floruit 

Surrey 

Unidentified 1 14 14 Unknown Unknown 
Yorkshire Off-

white Ware 
1 82 82 13th to 14th 

centuries 
Yorkshire 

Total 526 5828 11.1   

Table 20: Medieval Finewares from St. John’s Triangle. 
 

Significant pieces include a substantial portion of a 15th Essex Redware jug with complicated ‘zig-
zag’ yellow slip decoration (18 fragments, weighing 165g) that was derived from <406> F.176.  
This vessel is potentially worthy of illustration. 

 

Although Essex Redware jugs eventually came to dominate the Cambridge market in 
the 15th century, a number of other finewares were also present at the site. The most 
common of these was Lyveden/Stanion ware (109 sherds, weighing 1882g), which 
accounts for 20.7% of the fineware assemblage by count and 32.3% by weight. This 
material was produced in Northamptonshire and has a pink fabric, which is often 
rather ‘soapy’ in texture, with frequent shell inclusions (Bellamy 1983; Bryant and 
Steane 1969; Steane 1967). It dates to the 13th and 14th centuries but had its floruit 
during the 13th century. Material with a redder fabric is probably from Lyveden and 
material with a greyer fabric is probably from Stanion; both types were in use at the 
site. Also present was a small quantity of high quality Off-White Ware from 
Yorkshire (4 sherds, 312g), at least three sherds of which (weighing 230g) were 
probably produced at Scarborough and date to between 1250 and 1350 (Cotter 2000, 
74-75; Farmer and Farmer 1982). This material represents the finest quality pottery in 
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use in Cambridge during the late 13th and early 14th centuries; unfortunately, although 
it is known that highly decorated ‘knight’ jugs and aquamalines from Scarborough 
were also present in Cambridge at this time (and are represented in the collection of 
the Fitzwilliam Museum), none of these can be positively identified in the St. John’s 
Triangle assemblage.  
 
However, a range of other finewares was present at the site in small quantities. There 
were 7 sherds, weighing 62g, of 13th to 15th century (but primarily 13th century) 
material from Boarstall or Brill in Buckinghamshire (cf. Farley 1982; Ivens 1981; 
1982; Jope 1954; Jope and Ivens 1981) and a small quantity (3 sherds, weighing 49g) 
of 15th or 16th century material from Bourne in Lincolnshire (cf. Healey 1969; 1975). 
There was a single sherd of Hertfordshire fineware (weighing 8g) that was produced 
during the 13th to 15th centuries (although most of the material present in Cambridge 
appears to date to the 13th or 14th centuries; Turner Rugg 1995) and 8 sherds 
(weighing 60g) of Surrey Borders ware, which is principally 14th/15th century in 
origin (Pearce 1992). In addition, two sherds (weighing 6g) of 14th /15th century 
Cambridge Sgraffito ware were identified. This material bears designs incised through 
a white slip, which produce a sharp contrast with the underlying red fabric (Bushnell 
and Hurst 1952; Dunning 1950). Although some was undoubtedly produced in Essex, 
probably at Colchester, the majority of the material found in Cambridge has a 
smoother, finer red fabric (Cotter 2000, 166-70) and appears to have originated in 
either north Essex or South Cambridgeshire. Finally, in the 15th century, there 
occurred the first appearance of a Continental import at the site, as represented by two 
sherds (weighing 26g) of German stoneware from Siegburg. This material has a mid 
to light grey body with a partially vitrified ash glaze, which gives a slightly lustrous 
orange-brown appearance to the resultant vessel. Production of this ware began in the 
late 12th century, and it is known to have been imported to London from the early 14th 
century onwards.  

 

Post-Medieval pottery (16th to 17th centuries) 

With Craig Cessford and David Hall 
 

In total 1300 sherds of Post-Medieval pottery, weighing 41.48kg, were recovered 
from the St. John’s Triangle site; this represents 14.8% of the total assemblage by 
count and 20.4% by weight.  
 

Type 
 

Count Weight (g) MSW (g) 

Coarsewares 366 11486 31.4 
Ely-type wares 767 22218 29 

Dutch glazed red earthenware 4 194 48.5 
German stonewares 87* 6591* 75.7 

Staffordshire-type slipware 38* 602* 29.1 
Tin-glazed earthenware 35* 386* 11 

Tudor Green 3 12 4 
Total 1300 41489 31.9 

Table 21: Post-Medieval pottery from St. John’s Triangle by ware type (* denotes wares that 
continued to be produced after the 17th century). 
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The 16th century saw a major transition in the nature of the pottery in use at the site, 
although some wares (primarily those of a utilitarian nature) remained relatively 
unchanged. The Post-Medieval wares consists primarily of local products, the 
majority of which were manufactured at Ely, along with imported German stonewares 
that are mainly 16th century in date but continued in production into the 17th century. 
There are also small quantities of tin-glazed earthenware, Staffordshire-type slipware 
and a few other wares that have their floruit in the 17th century but which originated 
during the 16th century (see Table 21, above). 

 

Coarsewares 

Some of the Medieval coarsewares continued to be produced into the Post-Medieval 
period. Although consisting of near identical fabrics to their predecessors, these have 
been termed ‘plain’ wares in order to distinguish them from their earlier counterparts. 
 

Ware 
 

Count Weight (g) MSW (g) 

Plain Buff 18 1189 66.1 
Plain Grey 147 3929 26.7 
Plain Pink 4 80 20 
Plain Red 197 6288 31.9 

Total 366 11486 31.4 

Table 22: Post-Medieval coarsewares. 
 

The most significant of the Post-Medieval coarsewares is Plain red ware, which 
continued to be manufactured well into the 19th century; material of 16th/17th century 
date comprises 53.8% of the Post-Medieval coarseware assemblage by count and 
54.7% by weight. There is also a considerable quantity of Plain grey ware (42.2% of 
the assemblage by count and 34.2% by weight). This material did not continue in 
production beyond the 17th century at the latest, but can be identified on stratigraphic 
grounds to have occurred within Post-Medieval contexts. The plain ware forms 
primarily comprise jars, jugs and bowls with some cisterns and skillets.  
 

Significant pieces include a large portion of a 16th century Plain grey bowl (nine fragments, 
weighing 387g) that was derived from <495> F.221. This vessel is potentially worthy of 
illustration. 

 

Ely-type products 

A substantial proportion of the Post-Medieval pottery identified at the St. John’s 
Triangle site – 59.9% of the assemblage by count, and 58% by weight – was either 
produced at kilns recently excavated near the river Great Ouse in Ely (Cessford et al 
2006) or else is of very similar fabrics (see Table 23).  
 

Ware 
 

Count Weight (g) MSW (g) 

Babylon-type 152 2395 15.8 
Broad Street bichrome 13 742 57.1 
Broad Street fineware 26 151 5.8 

Glazed red 
earthenware 

576 18930 32.9 

Total 767 22218 29 

Table 23: Post-Medieval Ely-type products. 
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Although the bulk of this material appears to be 16th century in origin, it must be 
noted that it is not currently clear to what extent the production of these wares 
continued into the 17th century. The commonest form of pottery in use during the 16th 
and 17th centuries was glazed red earthenware; this comprises 75.1% of the Ely-type 
product assemblage at the St. John’s Triangle site by count and 85.2% by weight. This 
material is sometimes difficult to distinguish from Plain red ware as the fabrics are 
very similar and vessels were often only partially glazed. Although glazed red 
earthenware is known to have been produced at a number of sources during this 
period, much of the material found in Cambridge was clearly manufactured at Ely 
where a 16th century kiln and a number of waster dumps have recently been identified 
(Cessford et al 2006). Indeed, glazed red earthenware appears to have comprised the 
dominant product of the Ely kilns (ibid). Some of the material at St. John’s Triangle 
does appear to have originated from other locations, however, and much of this 
remainder was probably imported from Essex where glazed red earthenware was 
produced at a number of sites (cf. Cotter 2000, 189-221). As a result of its ubiquity, 
this fabric was fashioned into a wide variety of forms; products found at the present 
site include bowls, jugs, cisterns, pancheons, chaffing dishes, basting dishes, lids and 
‘chicken feeders’.  
 

Significant glazed red earthenware groups include 22 fragments, weighing 3201g, which were 
derived from <752> [2180]. At least three vessels are represented, including the majority of a 
steep-sided bowl and a pedestalled thumb-decorated jug, both of 16th century date, which are 
potentially worthy of illustration. An additional fragment, weighing 235g, derived from <464> 
F.222 represents the complete profile of a 16th century basting dish and may also be worthy of 
illustration. A fragment in <75> F.508 comes from a shallow bowl with concentric ridges in the 
base and three fragments weighing 56g from <593> [2135], although unstratified, appear to have 
derived from a similar vessel. Such forms have been identified in 17th century contexts at Broad 
Street, Ely, where they were used as saggars for firing pottery in kilns (Cessford et al 2006, 81 and 
fig. 59) and also at Sutton Heath, Suffolk (Anderson 2003). Similar items have also been found in 
London (Pearce 1999, 253 and fig 28.4) and are known from St. Neots (Addyman and Marjoram 
1972, 86 and figure 38). They are referred to as ‘chicken feeders’, although their precise function 
is unknown. 

 

Babylon-type ware consists of a red earthenware fabric that is coated with a black 
iron-based glaze, which is occasionally vitrified. It comprises the second most 
common Ely-type product and accounts for 19.8% of the assemblage by count and 
10.8% by weight. Much of the identified material was again manufactured in Ely, 
although some of the pottery found in Cambridge has a browner fabric and a lighter, 
brownish coloured glaze indicating that it derives from a different source located in 
southern Cambridgeshire or beyond. Forms found include tygs, cups and small jugs.  
 

A significant group of Babylon-type ware, totalling 46 fragments weighing 630g, was recovered 
from <954>, <960>, <986> and <1171> in F.400. This represents a minimum number of five 
vessels, which include at least four Tygs that may be associated with a nearby inn or tavern. 

 

Broad Street fineware was also made in Ely, and was produced using clay that fired 
off-white or light pink; the resultant vessels were lead glazed, usually with copper 
added to give a ‘specked’ green colour. 26 sherds of Broad Street fineware, weighing 
151g, were present at the St. John’s Triangle site. This fabric is probably the same as 
material identified at King’s Lynn during the 1960’s, which was then called ‘NS 
Ware’ (Clarke and Carter 1977, 238). Broad Street fineware is visually almost 
indistinguishable from the more widespread ‘Tudor Green’ or ‘Southern Whiteware’ 
products (cf. Holling 1977). The latter comprised a minor component of the Surrey 
Whiteware industries that originated in the late 13th to early 14th centuries, and was 
present in London by the late 14th century (Pearce & Vince 1988); in the early 16th 
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century there was a peak in the production of fine drinking vessels (ibid, 17, 88-89). 
Some of these products were definitely reaching Essex, the most common form at 
Colchester being pedestal-footed cups (Cotter 2000, 184). It is possible that some of 
the material from Cambridge that has been classified as Broad Street fineware is in 
fact early 16th century Surrey Whiteware, and the Surrey industry products certainly 
influenced the Broad Street industry. Broad Street fineware is thin walled and 
delicate, meaning that it breaks easily into small pieces which further hinders precise 
identification. It can also be confused with 16th and 17th century Surrey/Hampshire 
Border ware. Although it is likely that the majority of the material from Cambridge 
that is classified as Broad Street fineware is from Ely, it is probable that there is a 
small quantity of earlier material from Surrey. Broad Street fineware products 
identified include cups and jugs. 
 
A quantity of fine red earthenware – totalling 13 sherds, weighing 742g – is 
distinguished from the Broad Street fineware by being ‘bichromatic’ (i.e. having a 
green glaze on the outer surface and a clear glaze inside); it has thus been termed 
Broad Street glazed red earthenware bichrome. This fabric was first recognized during 
the 1960’s at King’s Lynn, where it was termed ‘West Norfolk Bichrome’ (Clarke & 
Carter 1977, 238). Broad Street glazed red earthenware bichrome products found at 
the St. John’s Triangle site include skillets, jars and chafing dishes.  
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Grand Arcade 
(all phases) 

2122 499 219 88 3075 

St. John’s Triangle 
(all phases) 

576 152 26 13 767 

Bradwell’s Court 539 149 45 3 717 
Chesterton 

(combined sites) 
548 19 0 0 567 

Castle Hill 
(combined sites) 

360 78 50 1 490 

Hostel Yard 
(all phases) 

149 66 52 0 267 

Pembroke 
(all phases) 

132 33 20 0 185 

Table 24: Post-Medieval Ely-type products from St. John’s Triangle, by count, as compared 
to those from other local sites (assemblages presented in size order). 
 



0 5 10

centimetres

A   
B

th thFigure 44: 14  century coarseware jug with five line graffito from [3058] (A) and late 17  century
Staffordshire type slipware jar (B) from F.138.
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Dutch glazed red earthenware  

The importation of Dutch glazed red earthenware products may initially have inspired 
the manufacture of Glazed red earthenware in England, although it was primarily the 
colour and texture of this material (as opposed to the specific vessel forms) that was 
imitated (c.f. Cumberpatch 2003; Baart 1994). Some Dutch glazed red earthenware is 
known to have reached Cambridge, where it is distinguishable from other local 
products by being both better made and having a more lustrous glaze. In Ely, Dutch 
products first occurred in horizons immediately preceding the appearance of locally 
produced Broad Street glazed red earthenware (Alexander 2003, 144-45; Hall in 
Alexander 2003, 156), implying that the imported material directly influenced the 
nature of the local products. Four sherds of Dutch glazed red earthenware, weighing 
194g, were recovered from the St. John’s Triangle site; forms present include a jug 
and a chaffing dish. 
 

German stoneware 

German stoneware from a variety of sources was present at the St. John’s Triangle 
site (see Table 25). Although not constituting a particularly large group, the wares 
recovered are typical of contemporary assemblages derived from other Cambridge 
sites (see Table 26, below). 
 

Ware 
 

Count Weight (g) MSW (g) 

Langerwehe 3 811 270.3 
Raeren 17 813 47.8 
Frechen 60* 4928* 82.1 

Westerwald 7* 39* 5.6 
Total 87 6591 75.7 

Table 25: Post-Medieval German stonewares (* denotes wares that continued to be produced 
after the 17th century). 
 

Although some German stoneware, produced in Siegburg, had already begun to arrive 
at the site during the 15th century (see above), importation on a larger scale was a 
largely 16th century phenomenon (cf. Gaimster 1998). In the early 16th century 
products from Langerwehe and Raeren first appeared, whilst later in the 16th century 
Frechen overtook these sources in significance. During the 17th century material was 
also imported from Westerwald. The dominant product recovered from the St. John’s 
Triangle site comprises Frechen stoneware (60 sherds, weighing 4928g), whilst 
material from Raeren was also relatively common (17 sherds, weighing 813g). The 
majority of the vessels represented comprise jugs, with a few bottles. The Frechen 
stoneware generally had a dark grey clay body with an iron-rich brown surface and 
salt-glaze treatment, which produced a characteristic mottled ‘tiger’ glaze. The Raeren 
stoneware, by contrast, generally had a mid grey clay body with an iron-washed, 
orangey brown surface and an ash glaze treatment which produced a rather ‘glossy’ 
glaze. 
 

Significant pieces include a group of at least six Frechen jugs, five of which were bellarmines, 
which were recovered from [3064] and [3065] in Area 4. Remnants of at least three seals were 
present, including one marked with the initials NR and the date 1616 and a second bearing the coat 
of arms of the City of Amsterdam (cf. Gaimster 1997). A near complete late 16th century Frechen 
jug, weighing 763g, was also derived from <968> [4029]. Missing only its neck, this vessel was 
unfortunately unstratified. There was also a large fragment, weighing 362g, which comprises the 



 201

base of a 16th century Raeren jug with ‘pie-crust’ basal decoration. This was derived from <753> 
[2180]. 

 

The latest of the German stonewares, that produced in Westerwald, was made from a 
fine white clay with a plastic body. The resultant vessels ranged in colour from pale to 
mid-grey and their surface was usually treated with a salt glaze, which was often 
decorated with cobalt blue or manganese purple painted details. Westerwald 
stoneware continued to be imported into Britain until the 19th century, and 
distinguishing the earlier from later material is often difficult. On stratigraphic 
grounds, however, 7 sherds of Westerwald stoneware, weighing 39g, appear likely to 
be of 17th century origin.  
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Colchester 
(combined sites) 

80 215 719 957 322 2293 

Bradwell’s Court 0 24 23 129 1 328 
Grand Arcade 

(all phases) 
5 7 110 198 9 315 

Hostel Yard 
(all phases) 

0 5 12 100 0 117 

Bene’t Court 
(all phases) 

1 1 28 74 0 104 

St. John’s Triangle 
(all phases) 

2 3 17 60 7 89 

Forehill, Ely ** ** ** - - 63 
Jewson’s, Ely 1 11 19 4 0 34 

Castle Hill 
(combined sites) 

0 2 3 11 1 17 

Pembroke 0 0 0 6 0 6 
Bene’t Street 
(all phases) 

- - ** - - ? 

King’s School, Ely - * * * - ? 

Table 26: Post-Medieval German stonewares from St. John’s Triangle, by count, as compared 
to those from other local sites; assemblages presented in size order. (Key: ** = common, * = 
present, - = absent or unknown). 
 

Staffordshire-type slipware 

Staffordshire-type slipware originated in the mid 17th century and continued to be 
produced throughout the 18th century (Cooper 1968; Barker & Halfpenny 1990). In 
total, 38 sherds weighing 602g were recovered that are likely to be of 17th century 
date.  
 

Significant pieces include the complete profile of a 17th century Staffordshire-type slipware bowl 
with a black glaze and yellow slip decoration (16 fragments, weighing 148g) that was derived from 
<215> F.138 (see Figure 44). This vessel is potentially worthy of illustration. 
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Tin-glazed earthenware 

Tin-glazed earthenware consists of a moderately coarse buff or pale cream fabric that 
is covered by a fine opaque white slip; the latter is often painted, and can sometimes 
bear highly intricate designs. The assemblage recovered from the St. John’s Triangle 
site comprises a mixture of Netherlandish, Anglo-Netherlandish and English material, 
which was first produced during the late 16th century (Archer 1997; Crossley 1990, 
259-60 and 264-66). In total, 35 Post-Medieval sherds, weighing 386g, have been 
identified; based upon their context, fabric, form and decoration, the majority of these 
fragments are probably of 16th or 17th century date (although production is known to 
have continued into the 18th century and beyond). Given the difficulty in 
distinguishing Netherlandish, Anglo-Netherlandish and English tin-glazed 
earthenware this has not been attempted, although it is very likely that both 
Netherlandish and English material are present at the site. 

 

Modern pottery (18th to 20th centuries) 

By Andrew Hall and Craig Cessford 
 

In total 3,653 sherds of Modern pottery, weighing 113.53kg, were recovered from the 
St. John’s Triangle site; this represents 41.6% of the total assemblage by count and 
56.7% by weight. The material has been subdivided into four categories (see Table 
27, below), which comprise coarse earthenwares (15.9% by count and 35.2% by 
weight), refined earthenwares (35.5% by count and 33% by weight), stonewares 
(35.8% by count and 26% by weight) and porcelain (12.8% by count and 5.8% by 
weight). It is important to note, however, that 3,419 sherds (or 93.6% of the total 
Modern assemblage by count) weighing 107.5kg (or 94.7% of the total by weight) 
were deposited within four discrete groups; therefore, the following analysis will 
concentrate upon each of these four assemblages in date order. Of the remaining 234 
sherds, only one is of particular interest. This fragment – a small sherd from a late 
18th/early 19th century Creamware cup, weighing 3g – is of importance due to the 
presence of hand applied over-glaze lettering, which reads ‘…er says… / …must, … / 
…us you in… / …case stai… / …ch me, … / …ay do not…’; this most probably formed 
part of a children’s rhyme or prayer. The sherd was recovered from [2018] in Area 3 
during the machining of the upper garden soil horizon, although no other fragments 
from this vessel were encountered within the remainder of the deposit. 
 

Methodology 

Each of the four groups has been sorted by fabric/ware, as well as by sherd count and 
weight; in addition, each has also been quantified by minimum number of vessels 
(M.N.I.). However, variations in both the nature of the assemblages and the methods 
employed in their recovery – it should be noted that Groups 2, 3 and 4 were excavated 
under watching brief conditions, for example – have meant that estimated vessel 
equivalents (or E.V.E.’s – cf. Orton et al 1993) have not yet been calculated in every 
instance.  
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Fabric 
 

Count 
 

Count 
% 

Weight 
(g) 

Weight 
% 

Late unglazed earthenware 65 1.8% 3783 3.3% 
Late glazed red earthenware 315 8.6% 24193 21.3% 

Late slipped redware 4 0.1% 723 0.6% 
Agate ware 13 0.3% 743 0.6% 
Art pottery 1 <0.1% 88 <0.1% 

Staffordshire-type slipware 182 5% 10401 9.2% 
Total coarse earthenware 580 15.9% 39931 35.2% 

Tin-glazed earthenware 330 9% 8461 7.4% 
Creamware 600 16.4% 9934 8.7% 
Pearlware 3 <0.1% 56 <0.1% 

Mocha/Industrial slipware 11 0.3% 887 0.8% 
Staffordshire-type lead glazed earthenware 60 1.6% 1644 1.4% 

Iron-glazed earthenware/blackware 3 <0.1% 8 <0.1% 
General white earthenware 257 7% 12422 10.9% 

Refined buff earthenware/Yellowware 27 0.7% 4048 3.6% 
Refined blue earthenware 4 0.1% 42 <0.1% 

Total refined earthenware 1295 35.5% 37502 33.0% 
Nottinghamshire/Derbyshire-type stoneware 22 0.6% 519 0.5% 

Staffordshire-type white salt-glazed stoneware 1180 32.3% 24976 22% 
Staffordshire-type scratch blue 11 0.3% 220 0.2% 

Staffordshire-type brown salt-glazed stoneware 59 1.6% 1434 1.3% 
London-type stoneware 1 <0.1% 20 <0.1% 

Dry red-bodied stoneware 8 0.2% 225 0.2% 
Utilitarian English stoneware 12 0.3% 1740 1.5% 

Frechen/Raeren 15 0.4% 322 0.3% 
Westerwald 1 <0.1% 10 <0.1% 

Total stoneware 1309 35.8% 29486 26.0% 
Chinese export porcelain 392 10.7% 5022 4.4% 
Japanese export porcelain 1 <0.1% 17 <0.1% 

English soft paste porcelain 62 1.7% 1148 1% 
Bone china/hard paste porcelain 14 0.4% 430 0.4% 

Total porcelain 469 12.8% 6617 5.8% 
Total 3653  113536  

Table 27: Modern pottery from St. John’s Triangle by count and weight. 
 
 
 

Group 1: F.405, F.406, F.407, F.433 and F.434 (early 18th century) 

By Andrew Hall  
 

A moderately sized assemblage consisting of 377 sherds – weighing 11.4kg, and 
representing some 71 vessels – was recovered from the fills of a series of inter-cutting 
bedding features in Area 4; the majority of the material was derived from F.434, 
although it must be noted that all of the features involved continued beyond the limits 
of excavation and the assemblage may thus originally have been considerably larger. 
The recovered group is summarised in Table 28, below. 
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Fabric No. of 
Sherds

Sherd 
% 

Weight 
(g) 

Weight 
% 

MSW 
(g) 

EVE MNI 

Late unglazed earthenware  2 0.5% 54 0.5% 27  2 

Late glazed red earthenware  81 21.5% 2934 25.7% 36.2 0.6 6 

Slip-decorated glazed red 
earthenware 

20 5.3% 1000 8.8% 50 0.9 2 

Staffordshire-type slipware 31 8.2% 1289 11.3% 41 1.3 7 

Tin-glazed earthenware  142 37.7% 3964 34.7% 27.9 5.8 17 

Creamware 2 0.5% 20 0.2% 10  1 

Staffordshire-type lead-glazed 
earthenware  

4 1.06% 80 0.7% 20 0.2 1 

Nottinghamshire/Derbyshire-
type stoneware 

1 0.3% 14 0.1% 14  1 

Staffordshire-type white salt-
glazed stoneware (SWSSW) 

9 2.4% 201 1.8% 23 1.0 2 

Staffordshire-type brown salt-
glazed stoneware (white 
dipped) 

59 15.6% 1434 12.6% 24 3.9 17 

Frechen/Raeren 13 3.4% 307 2.7% 23  7 

Westerwald 1 0.3% 10 <0.1% 10  1 

Chinese export porcelain 11 2.9% 90 <0.1% 8.18 0.4 6 

Japanese export porcelain 1 0.3% 17 0.1% 17  1 

TOTAL 377  11.4kg  23.66 14.11 71 

Table 28: The breakdown of Group 1 by ware/fabric (twenty sherds of residual Medieval and 
Post-Medieval material have been excluded). 
 

Dating the deposition of this group relies upon the presence of several diagnostic 
forms, fabrics and decorative styles, as well as a lack of certain specific types of 
pottery and porcelain. The prevalence of tin-glazed earthenware and Staffordshire-
type brown salt-glazed stoneware vessels, combined with a lack of English porcelain, 
Staffordshire-type white salt-glazed stonewares and later Creamwares, implies a date 
broadly within the first half of the 18th century; this is confirmed by the presence of a 
Staffordshire-type slipware two-handled cup bearing the date ‘171…’ in slip-trailed 
decoration on its rim. Further refinement of the date-range of the material is provided 
by vessels with exact or close parallels published within major reference works. In the 
case of the tin-glazed earthenwares, this includes; a polychrome decorated sugar bowl 
made at Vauxhall between 1720-30 (Archer 1997, 355), a fine small dish made in 
London between 1715-25 (ibid, 171) and a second dish with a close parallel excavated 
in Norwich and dating to 1700-20 (Jennings 1981). Very few of the vessels appear to 
have been manufactured prior to the turn of the 18th century, with the possible 
exception of the German stonewares. The dominant English stoneware tankards and 
capuchine coffee cups comprise forms manufactured between c.1700-1720 
(Mountford 1971). A corresponding date range is also provided by the Chinese export 
porcelain, which dates to c.1690-1725 (and was therefore produced during the reigns 
of the Emperors Kangxi and his successor Yongzheng). On the basis of these 
indicators, a date of around 1725-1730 seems appropriate for the deposition of the 
group (this is also supported by the nature of the associated glass and clay tobacco 
pipe assemblages – see further the individual specialist reports). 
 
The oriental imported porcelain vessels are of note due to their quality and they 
therefore stand out from the majority of the group, which in the main consists of 
utilitarian and rather functional wares. A tea bowl and saucer decorated in over-glaze 
famille verte enamels and a very fine rouge de fer saucer would have been expensive 
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vessels at the time, and imply a certain level of status. Another rarely witnessed 
import within the assemblage is a single sherd from a Japanese tea bowl, made at 
Arita around 1710-20. A more local product is a near complete Staffordshire-type 
slipware charger, possibly made by Samuel Meakin around 1710. This is slip 
decorated with lions and coronets and again is a highly decorative vessel of very good 
quality. Although rare, a parallel made by Meakin can be seen within the Fitzwilliam 
museum collection (cf. Poole 2004). 
 

Functional grouping 
 

M.N.I. % of total 

Tea 10 14.1% 
Coffee/beverage 3 4.2% 
Alcohol 30 42.3% 
Dining 6 8.4% 
Serving 2 2.8% 
Preparation 1 1.4% 
Hygiene 8 11.3% 
Decoration 4 5.6% 
Storage 5 7.0% 
Horticultural 2 2.8% 
Total 71  

Table 29: Functional groupings within Group 1. 
 

As mentioned above the majority of vessels are of a functional class and, as Table 29 
demonstrates, a large proportion of them (some 42% by M.N.I.) were used for the 
consumption of alcohol (thus correlating closely with the glass assemblage – see 
further the glass assessment report). English Stoneware tankards and mugs of both 
pint and half-pint size are well represented; some 15 examples were recovered, 
several of them complete or near complete (although, notably, none bore the legally 
required ale measure mark). Indeed, the assemblage as a whole appears to fit 
comfortably within Kathleen Bragdon’s ‘Tavern Assemblage Model’, derived from 
excavated groups in the United States and the Caribbean (Bragdon 1988). The 
presence of tea and coffee wares (representing some 18% of the total M.N.I.) is 
potentially explained by the provision of such beverages within inns and pubs, often 
in designated ‘coffee rooms’; this has previously been witnessed archaeologically in a 
late 18th century inn clearance assemblage from Uxbridge, Middlesex (Pearce 2000), 
and to a lesser extent in an early 18th century tavern deposit from Guildford, Surrey 
(Fryer & Shelley 1991), although the practice does not appear to have become 
widespread in Cambridge until the mid to late 18th century (cf. Ellis 1956, 189). The 
high proportion of tin-glazed earthenware chamber pots (which represent some 11% 
of the assemblage by M.N.I.) may perhaps result from the practice of placing such 
vessels beneath the tables in public houses, as is portrayed in several of Hogarth’s mid 
18th century engravings (cf. Tharp 1997). Indeed, although chamber pots accounted 
for less than 2% of the Uxbridge Inn assemblage (Pearce 2000), they accounted for 
almost 20% of the near contemporary Guildford group (Fryer & Shelley 1991). 
 
The precise origin and make-up of this material is difficult to define, however, 
because – due to the only partial recovery of the original assemblage – the relative 
percentages of functional types present within the group are potentially heavily 
skewed. Therefore, whilst it is quite possible that a mixture of material (both 
commercial and domestic) was deposited – perhaps as the combined refuse from a 
number of properties, as opposed to simply from the tavern alone – this is impossible 
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to determine with certainty from the portion recovered. Such a skewing of the 
material may also account for the marked lack of horticultural wares (such as plant 
pots), which comprise only 3% by M.N.I., especially when compared to the large 
assemblages of such vessels recovered from 18th century features during the Grand 
Arcade excavations. (It should be noted, however, that a wide disparity was also 
observed at the latter site, with certain features containing large quantities of 
horticultural wares whilst others – also clearly garden-related – contained only 
negligible amounts; cf. Cessford 2007). 
 

Group 2: F.553 (mid to late 18th century) 

By Andrew Hall  
 

A second and much larger group – consisting of 2,786 sherds, weighing a little over 
77kg – was recovered from cellar backfill deposit F.553 in Area 1 (see Table 30, 
below).  
 

Fabric No of 
Sherds 

Sherd 
%  

Weight 
(g) 

Weight 
%  

MSW 
(g) 

MNI 

Late unglazed earthenware  3 0.1 64 <0.1 21.3 3 

Late buff earthenware 6 0.2 339 0.4 56.5 3 

Late glazed red earthenware  183 6.6 18433 23.8 100.7 18 

Slip-decorated glazed red earthenware 11 0.4 1284 1.7 116.7 1 

Mottled glazed red earthenware 
(import?) 

6 0.2 503 0.6 83.8 1 

Agate ware 13 0.5 743 1.0 57.2 1 

Staffordshire-type slipware 142 5.1 8876 11.5 62.5 11 

Tin-glazed earthenware  178 6.4 4186 5.4 23.5 11 

Creamware 571 20.5 9661 12.5 16.9 53 

Nottinghamshire/Derbyshire-type 
stoneware 

8 0.3 130 0.2 16.3 4 

Staffordshire-type white salt-glazed 
stoneware (SWSSW) 

1156 41.4 25306 32.7 21.9 c.100+ 

Scratch blue 6 0.2 27 <0.1 4.5 1 

Staffordshire-type brown salt-glazed 
stoneware 

5 0.2 193 0.2 38.6 2 

Dry-bodied red stoneware 8 0.3 225 0.3 28.1 1 

Staffordshire-type lead-glazed 
earthenware  

38 1.4 830 1.1 21.8 1 

Westerwald 9 0.3 300 0.4 33.3 1 

Frechen/Raeren 4 0.1 130 0.2 32.5 2 

Chinese export porcelain 376 13.5 4920 6.4 13.1 53 

English soft paste porcelain 62 2.2 1148 1.5 18.5 20 

Miscellaneous 1 <0.1 10 <0.1 10.0 1 

Total 2786  77.3kg  27.75 c.288+ 

Table 30: The F.553 assemblage broken down by ware/fabric. 
 

As this material was encountered during a phase of watching brief, as opposed to full 
excavation, it was initially extracted from the cellar by machine, prior to being sorted 
by hand. Although the cellar had been partially truncated by the insertion of a later 
19th century wall, it is estimated that at least 90% of the deposit was recovered. 
Indeed, the resultant assemblage is of considerable size, comprising at least 288 
vessels, many of which are near complete. The primary aim of this report is therefore 
to provide a date range for the production of – and also, by extension, the deposition 
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of – this material, as well as to quantify the wares present in order to establish their 
character (i.e. commercial, institutional or domestic). This will enable a basic level of 
statistical analysis, which will in turn facilitate comparison with other published 
groups. 
 

Staffordshire-type white salt-glazed stoneware  

Vessels of this high-fired, white salt-glazed stoneware dominate the assemblage both 
in terms of number of sherds (1156, or 41.5%) and weight (25.3kg, or 32.7%). This 
ware was produced from the late 17th century until its decline in the 1770’s, with its 
floruit of commercial popularity between 1740 and 1760. Although its name suggests 
localised production centred on ‘The Potteries’, recent research has identified 
numerous production centres in Yorkshire, Devon and South Wales as well as 
Staffordshire (Edwards and Hampson 2005). The clean, consistently white and almost 
porcelanious glazed surface lent itself to various forms of decoration including 
applied ‘sprigs’, lathe turning and moulded decorative motifs, all of which are 
demonstrated within this assemblage. Brightly coloured over-glaze enamelling was 
also used on vessels to provide direct competition against the Famille Rose Chinese 
export wares (Mountford 1971). The range of vessel types is broad, with serving, 
dining and tea wares dominating the group, which in total consists of an estimated 
100+ vessels. The tea wares include teapots, of which there are at least 15 examples, 
milk jugs, tea bowls and saucers plus a range of small shallow bowls with slightly 
flared rims between 8 and 12cm in diameter. Contemporary accounts and paintings 
suggest these may well be small bowls for drinking coffee (Pettigrew 2001), although 
no clear parallels for the vessels can be found within the published literature (e.g. 
Mountford 1971; Jennings 1981; Edwards & Hampson 2005). If this is indeed the 
case, then these items comprise an important and as yet unrecognised form of vessel. 
Sherds of possible coffee pots were also recovered, along with several tankards of 
various sizes, numerous bowls and several plain sleeve-shaped spill vases. Other 
vessels include chamber pots, large meat dishes, a large punch pot and a fine 
triangular pickle dish. The wide variety of decorative edge motifs on the flat wares 
(for a partial range, see Jennings 1981, 223) demonstrates a lack of any coherent 
service as such. Indeed, contemporary orders and bills of sale suggest vessels were 
often sold individually or in bulk by vessel type, rather than as discrete service sets 
(cf. Edwards and Hampson 2005). 
 

Scratch blue and Staffordshire-type brown salt-glazed stoneware  

Scratch blue is a variant of the above, with the same salt-glazed body but bearing 
incised decoration coloured with under-glaze blue (cobalt). This form of decoration 
was at its most popular between c.1740-1755 (ibid), and appears to have comprised an 
attempt at copying the stylistic attributes of Westerwald stoneware. A single vessel in 
this fabric (comprising 6 sherds, weighing 27g), possibly a bell shaped tankard, was 
identified within this group. Staffordshire-type brown salt-glazed stoneware has a 
distinct brown iron slip band around the rim of the vessel (cf. Jennings 1981, 
Mountford 1971). Production of this ware began during the first decades of the 18th 
century, and thus slightly predates both Staffordshire white salt-glazed stoneware and 
Scratch blue. Its production continued alongside that of these other stonewares, 
however, until the eventual dominance of Creamwares from the 1770’s onwards. A
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Figure 45: Chinese export porcelain, Blue and White and Imari, teabowls and chocolate cups from 
F.553.
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tankard and jug are the only vessels (comprising 5 sherds, weighing 193g) present 
with this distinct brown slip band. 
 

Creamware (cream coloured earthenware) 

The introduction of Creamware in the 1740’s to 1750’s heralded the beginning of the 
end of the market dominance of salt-glazed stoneware, tin-glazed earthenware and 
Chinese export porcelain. Initially, the wares were elaborately decorated with 
moulded forms and mottled or coloured glazes (often associated with the factory of 
Thomas Wieldon). By the 1760’s to 1770’s, however, changes in consumer fashions 
led to much plainer wares dominating the home market as the table ware of choice 
(Jennings 1981). Creamware became popular due to its refined fabric and clear lead-
glaze, which lent itself to fine moulded decoration and provided a clean and robust 
cutting surface. Shrewd marketing by individual producers like Josiah Wedgwood, 
such as the development of regal associations, added to Creamware’s (or 
‘Queensware’s) popularity. This ware is well represented within the group, 
constituting 20.5% of the assemblage by count (571 sherds) and 12.5% by weight 
(9.6kg). The 51 vessels present in this fabric consist mainly of flatwares, with 28 
small and large plates, serving dishes and a large meat dish or tureen stand with 
canted corners. The majority display moulded decoration to the rim, although several 
plain examples were noted. Other vessels include a reeded sugar or slops bowl, 
pedestal-footed vessels (possibly vases or coffee pots) straight sided tankards, teapots, 
a large jug with a mask head spout, four tea bowls and a large bowl. Under-glaze blue 
painting was present on four sherds, a decorative technique dating primarily to the 
1770’s (cf. Barker and Halfpenny 1990). No over-glaze enamelled wares were 
present.  
 

Tin-glazed earthenware 

Tin-glazed earthenware, or ‘Delftware’, has its origins in the Middle Eastern ceramic 
tradition of adding tin to opacify a lead glaze over an earthenware body. The 
technology spread west to Spain and Italy and eventually north to the Low Countries 
at the turn of the 16th century, migrating from there to Norwich in c.1570 (cf. Ray 
2000). The industry flourished during the 17th and 18th centuries as manufacturers 
both here and in Holland supplied the growing demand for cheaper imitations of the 
desirable Chinese export porcelain. The rise of refined earthenwares such as 
Creamware led to a sharp decline in demand, and the eventual collapse of the industry 
towards the end of the 18th century. The present assemblage consists of some 11 
vessels, consisting of 178 sherds weighing just over 4kg. The group represents 
approximately 5-6% of the total assemblage by weight and count and contains 
principally flat wares, including a range of plates decorated in blue and manganese 
displaying a variety of floral and chinoiserie motifs. The date range for their 
manufacture is likely to have been between 1750 and 1770 based upon similar vessels 
within published catalogues (cf. Archer 1997). A large punch bowl with manganese 
and blue ‘cracked ice’ decoration is present and dates to c.1760-70, whilst there are 
also two large plain bowls, possibly basins These vessels appear to have been 
products of the Lambeth and Bristol or Liverpool factories respectively (ibid). It is 
interesting to note the limited range of vessel types within this group, which 
predominantly consists of plates/dishes with a limited number bowls. There is 
therefore a clear lack of storage and pharmaceutical vessels, both of which were 
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present within the contemporary groups recovered from the nearby Grand Arcade 
excavations (Cessford 2007). 
 

English soft paste porcelain 

The development of English porcelain from c.1745 onwards was born out of the need 
to compete with the imported Chinese wares, notably in the supply of vessels for tea 
and coffee drinking and the paraphernalia of fine dining. The aim was to undercut the 
price of imported wares, and thus break the East India Company’s monopoly. The 
technological and economic success (and/or failure) of the numerous resultant 
factories has been a much favoured subject of research within Post-Medieval ceramic 
circles (cf. Godden 2004; Battie 1990; Cushion & Cushion 1992). However, the 
majority of this work has concentrated upon the collections of various museums and 
on excavations at production sites, notably in Staffordshire (the Longton Hall and 
failed Pomona works) and London (such as the Isleworth and Limehouse factories). 
Published examples of groups from excavated ‘consumption’ sites are rare; “very 
little” English porcelain has been found in either Norwich or Colchester, for example 
(c.f. Jennings 1980; Cotter 2001), and the extensive Grand Arcade excavations 
resulted in the retrieval of only 37 sherds weighing 700g (Cessford 2007). This makes 
the assemblage of 62 sherds (weighing 1.15kg, and representing some 20 vessels) an 
important group in its own right, and more so as part of this broader assemblage. The 
vessels represented are all tea wares, with at least 10 tea bowls, several coffee cups, 
slops bowls, saucers and a sauce boat. All are decorated in under-glaze blue, with 
typical chinoiserie scenes. No examples with over-glaze enamel decoration are 
present. Identification of individual factory attribution for vessels is difficult, yet it 
seems clear that the London factories of Vauxhall and Bow are represented as are 
Lowestoft and Worcester. The later is represented by several tea bowls marked with 
the Worcester crescent and script "W" mark, which dates production to post-1765 
(Godden 2004). 
 

Chinese export porcelain 

Porcelain was first imported from China into Europe in the late 14th century, often as 
one-off gifts for European royalty and aristocracy, and at first its ownership was very 
restricted. During the later 17th and early 18th centuries, however, as the world 
economy developed, high quality blue and white, Imari and Famille Verte palette 
porcelain was flooding into the northern European market via the Dutch East India 
Company (VOC) and English East India Company to meet the growing demand for 
tea, dining and decorative wares. The influence of these ceramics upon the domestic 
ceramic industry, and the wider fashions of the period, cannot be understated and 
chinoiserie motifs dominated ceramic design form the late 16th century through to the 
19th century (the ubiquitous ‘willow’ pattern being perhaps the most commonly 
encountered legacy). Imports continued throughout the 18th century on an 
unprecedented scale, with up to 250,000 units arriving on each of between 12 to 16 
vessels a year (cf. Battie 1990). The subsequent decline in imports during the late 18th 
century was in part due to the rise of domestic ceramic production, notably 
Creamware and Pearlware, and the cessation of bulk importation by the English East 
India Company in the early 1790’s. The majority of literature on Chinese export 
porcelain tends to concentrate upon the finest imperial pieces and the upper end of the 
export market, and tends to be written from an art historical perspective (e.g. Jenyns
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Figure 46: Staffordshire type white salt-glazed stoneware teapots (A) spill vase and tankards (B),
plus milk jug and coffee cans (C) from F.553.



 212

1965; Medley 1976). Little has been written on the ‘standard’ blue and white, Imari 
and Famille Rose wares, imported in their millions throughout the 18th century. 
Indeed, although examples of excavated assemblages can be found in Dutch literature 
(e.g. Bartels Lunsingh Scheurleer 1977), little has been published in this country. 
 
The oriental hard paste porcelain in the present assemblage constitutes at least 53 
vessels (376 sherds or 13.5% of the assemblage by count, and 4.9kg or 6.4% of the 
assemblage by weight) and therefore constitutes a significant proportion of the total. 
The vessels represented primarily constitute tea wares, along with a few plates of 
standard export quality and a small number of the lesser quality ‘provincial-type’ 
wares (the range includes tea bowls and saucers, including at least two trembleuse, 
coffee cans and cups, slops bowls and plates). Imari, and blue and white are the main 
decorative styles, with the exception of a single well decorated Famille Rose coffee 
can, and their production dates span the period c.1730 to 1760. Hard paste porcelain 
was an ideal material for use in the production of tea wares, as the thermal insulating 
properties of the porcelain enabled hot drinks to be handled with comfort; the vessels 
were also resistant to thermal shock, and were therefore more robust.  
 

Staffordshire-type slipware and Agate ware 

142 sherds of Staffordshire-type slipware (or 5% of the total) weighing 8.9kg (or 
11.5% of the total) were recovered. This utilitarian ware, with its distinctive clear 
glaze and slip-trailed decoration, was first produced in Staffordshire during the later 
17th century and production continued well into the 18th century (cf. Jennings 1980). 
Although slipwares were also produced elsewhere, such as North Devon and Essex, 
all of the 11 vessels in the present group have a typical buff Staffordshire-type fabric. 
There are two forms represented; large oval or round slip-trailed dishes with a domed 
base and piecrust edge, and large one or two handled cups. All are of 18th century 
production. Agate ware, also produced in Staffordshire, is formed from a marbled mix 
of different coloured clays often given a clear lead glaze (Poole 1995). It was popular 
during the 1750’s and production continued until c.1770 (cf. Barker & Halfpenny 
1990). The single vessel present comprises a large bowl, consisting of 13 sherds 
weighing 0.74kg.  
 

Westerwald and other German stonewares 

A single Westerwald stoneware tankard was retrieved, bearing a moulded ‘GR’ (or 
Georgius Rex) medallion; it consists of 9 sherds weighing 0.3kg. Gaimster notes the 
production of such vessels lasting from 1702 up to at least 1785, when production 
switched to Gelsdorf (cf. Gaimster 1997). Four additional sherds of grey salt-glazed 
stoneware were also recovered, which most probably originated from either Frechen 
or Raeren. 
 

Nottinghamshire/Derbyshire-type stoneware 

Sherds belonging to four vessels were found in this stoneware fabric (comprising 8 
sherds, weighing 0.13kg). Although such items are often decorated with repeating 
rouletted patterns, these examples are all plain and probably consist of basic storage 
vessels. The industry was active throughout the late 17th and 18th centuries (cf. 
Oswald 1974). 
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Other Staffordshire-type products. 

One of the finest vessels within the assemblage is a dry-bodied red stoneware teapot 
with applied sprig decoration (consisting of 8 sherds, weighing 250g). This vessel, 
which has a crab-stock handle and a reeded spout, dates to c.1760-1770 and may well 
have been produced by Wedgwood. Jennings notes that red-bodied stoneware vessels 
such as this are rare finds in Norwich, with sherds from only 3 vessels having been 
recovered (Jennings 1980). Single vessels, all tea related, have also been found during 
excavations at Crosswall in London (Vince & Egan 1981) and at Temple Balsall 
(Gooder 1984). Also within this category are a group of 38 sherds, weighing 0.8kg, 
from a large two handled posset pot or cup with a mottled manganese glaze over a 
buff earthenware body. This may represent one of the earliest vessels in the group. 
Gooder dates similar examples from the Temple Balsall group to c.1700-1730 (ibid). 
 

Late glazed red earthenwares 

Due to the nature of this deposit, and the presence of associated closely datable 
finewares, there is a rare opportunity to provide a close date attribution to the 
associated coarsewares, most notably the ubiquitous late glazed red earthenwares; 
these are difficult to date independently due to a consistency of form and fabric over 
several centuries of production. Made locally at Ely (cf. Cessford et al 2006), and 
possibly also within Cambridge itself, the vessels present are all utilitarian types. The 
majority were used for storage or food preparation, and consist of jars and pots of 
varying sizes, large bowls or pancheons and some smaller dishes. Numbering some 
20+ vessels, they make up 25% by weight and approximately 7% by sherd count of 
the total assemblage, a far smaller proportion than that witnessed in other published 
groups (e.g. Gooder 1984). Of note are two vessels, one a large bowl with yellow slip 
decoration very similar to recently published examples from Ely (Cessford et al 2006) 
and one a bowl with a bichrome mottled lead glaze, possibly a product from further 
afield; a similar example from Colchester is believed to have been produced in 
Tyneside (Cotter 2000). The initials TW inscribed into the wet clay on the base of one 
large bowl or pancheon are unlikely to have comprised an owner’s mark; they may 
instead refer to Thomas Willson, an Ely potter who died in 1772 (Cessford et al 2006, 
Table 18). 
 

Late unglazed earthenwares 

Unglazed earthenware vessels are poorly represented within this group, with only nine 
sherds having been recovered; these represent a minimum of six vessels. Wares 
produced in this fabric were primarily intended for horticultural purposes, such as 
flower pots and saucers, and most were probably produced locally – predominately at 
Ely – whilst a contemporary kiln site has also been identified in Thompson’s Lane, 
located some 400m to the west (Firman & Pullinger 1987). The forms of these vessels 
remained relatively consistent throughout the 18th to early 20th centuries. The lack of 
such products within this group is striking when compared to several of the 
contemporary assemblages from Grand Arcade, however, where horticultural wares 
of this type were common (cf. Cessford 2007). This clearly implies an ‘interior’ as 
opposed to ‘exterior’ focus to the nature of the assemblage represented. 
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Miscellaneous 

A single sherd evaded identification; the fragment in question was badly burnt, and its 
surface treatment and fabric were thus obscured by partial vitrification. 
 

Dating the assemblage 

The presence of Creamware and English soft-paste porcelain firmly dates this group 
to post-1750, whilst the total absence of Pearlware, Bone china and refined white 
earthenware suggests a pre-1780’s origin. The date range can be further refined by the 
presence of tightly datable stylistic variations and attributes within certain of the 
wares. The ‘cracked ice’ pattern on the English tin-glazed punchbowl suggests it was 
probably made in the 1760’s, for example, whilst the marks on the Worcester 
porcelain are certainly post-1765. The four sherds of Creamware with under-glaze 
blue decoration also push the date further forward, towards c.1770-75. Therefore, the 
most likely date for the final deposition of the group lies between c.1770 and 1780, 
centering on c.1775 (as is also indicated by the associated glass and clay tobacco pipe 
assemblages – see further the individual specialist reports).  
 
Whilst it is clear that the majority of the vessels within the group were manufactured 
during the c.1750-1775 period, the presence of much earlier products is also of 
interest. The earliest items in the assemblage comprise some of the Chinese export tea 
wares, notably a fine Yongzheng (1723-35) or early Qianlong (1735-99) enamelled 
Famille Rose coffee cup. The Staffordshire-type manganese-glazed loving cup, along 
with the Staffordshire-type brown salt-glazed stonewares, may also date to the 
c.1720-1730 period. The survival of such wares may be due to their finesse, especially 
in the case of the Chinese tea wares, which may mean that they were treated with a 
higher degree of care; indeed, a similarly extended ‘life-span’ for such wares was also 
witnessed within the Crosswall pit group, where porcelains from as early as 1710 
were incorporated into an assemblage discarded in c.1770 (Vince and Egan 1981). 
The manganese cup, on the other hand, is by no means as fine and may have been 
curated for different reasons, perhaps as a family piece or – as with any of the older 
wares – there is the possibility that it was procured second-hand. Some of the 
coarsewares may also be of a relative early date, due to their robust nature. 
 

Named or marked vessels 

There are several examples of marked or named vessels within this assemblage, 
which have been summarised in Table 31, below. This does not include factory marks 
on English porcelain, notably the Worcester marks mentioned above, or marks on the 
Chinese export porcelain. All the listed examples were marked during production, 
with the name or initials either being cast or inscribed into the surface of the clay, or 
being painted on using under- or over-glaze enamels. Several recently recovered 
assemblages of 18th and early 19th century ceramics within Cambridge have included 
College crockery, marked with the name of either the chef or the College itself (see 
Group 4, below, as well as; Newman 2006; Cessford 2007; Hall in Cessford 
forthcoming). It is interesting to note the lack of such College wares within the 
present group, suggesting a ‘town’ as opposed to ‘gown’ attribution for the material. 
Another significant revelation is the presence of named crockery from local coffee-
houses and inns, notably Sun’s Coffee Room and The Rose Tavern (both located in 
close proximity to St. John’s Triangle); although theft cannot be discounted, the 
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presence of these vessels may perhaps relate to the contemporary practice of ‘ordering 
out’ for food from such establishments. The majority of the remaining marks appear 
to represent the names or initials of individual owners, several of which (such as Jane 
Clapham and WC) recur a number of times; this strongly indicates a commercial 
origin for the assemblage, with identifying marks added to vessels in order to aid in 
the recognition and recovery of an establishment’s property. The numerical 
annotations to the base of a late glazed red earthenware bowl are rather different, 
however, and perhaps relate to the marking of an order during production as opposed 
to comprising an intentional feature of the finished vessel itself. 
 

Marked Fabric Vessel type Position 
on Vessel 

WC SWSSW Tankards (x 4) Base 

WC SWSSW Small side plates (x 5) Base 

Jan… TGE Small plate Base 

Jane Clap…  TGE Small plate Base 

…ham TGE Small plate Base 

I. M or W. I Creamware Dish or plate Base 

Rose (probably The 
Rose Tavern) 

SWSSW Plate Rim 

Jacob Brittan / Sun’s (or 
Tun’s) Coffe Room 

SWSSW Large serving plate/dish Base 

…un’s (or …am’s) Creamware Plate Base 

S (or F) G SWSSW Plate Base 

TW  GRE Large bowl or pancheon Base 

…64 / …will x 2 GRE Large bowl or pancheon 
(possibly same vessel as above) 

Base 

Table 31: Marked vessels within the F.553 assemblage. 
 

The nature of the assemblage. 

The size of this group alone makes it stand out from the majority of other published 
assemblages. An estimated minimum number of some 288+ vessels puts this far 
beyond the realm of the normal/domestic scale groups, such as Crosswall (c.38 
vessels) and Cutler Street (<30 vessels), but similar in size to the Temple Balsall 
group of 200+ vessels (although the latter assemblage was the result of successive 
dumping episodes undertaken over several decades, as opposed to a single 
depositional event) (Vince & Egan 1981; Gooder 1984). It is also similar in scale to 
large commercial clearance groups such as the tavern assemblages from Guildford 
(193+ vessels) and Uxbridge (c.210 vessels) as well as the group, as yet unpublished, 
from the Bowling Green Public House in Leicester (Fryer & Shelley 1997; Pearce 
2000). The size of the group, therefore, taken in association with its functional 
composition, means that a domestic origin can almost certainly be ruled out even at 
this early stage in the analysis. No single late 18th century household would require 
20+ teapots and some 60+ tea bowls in various fabrics; numerous coffee cans (25+) 
are also present, with a total of some 130 ceramic vessels (or 45% of the assemblage) 
associated with the serving and consumption of tea, coffee and other non-alcoholic 
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beverages. In addition, there are around 15 tankards, as well as some 70 to 80 serving 
plates of various sizes, mostly in Creamware and Staffordshire-type white salt-glazed 
stoneware. Indeed, serving and consumption vessels dominate the assemblage as a 
whole, and the proportion of coarseware preparation vessels is relatively low.  
 
Overall, the various proportions of vessels within the different fabric groups closely 
parallel the Uxbridge tavern group, with the principal difference between the two – 
the relative proportions of Staffordshire-type white salt-glazed stoneware versus 
Creamware – being primarily an issue of date (the dominance of the latter fabric in 
the Uxbridge group suggests a slightly later date of deposition c.1785-1800 (Pearce 
2000), with one ware replacing the other as the dining ware of choice). In terms of 
functional analysis, the relative proportions of serving and consumption vessels in 
comparison to preparation and storage items fit well within the previously noted 
model of tavern/public house assemblages (cf. Bradgon 1988). However, when the 
relative proportions of vessel types are taken into consideration, clear differences are 
revealed. Tea and coffee wares predominate within the St. John’s Triangle group, 
demonstrating that beverage drinking eclipsed beer consumption by a ratio of at least 
5 to 1. This is clearly unlikely within a tavern setting, and it is notable that coffee 
drinking vessels were not encountered within the Uxbridge assemblage, although a 
small number of vessels associated with tea were recovered (Pearce 2000).  
 
From the St. John’s assemblage, the following activities can provisionally be 
identified: 
 

• The serving and consumption of tea (in small teapots, as opposed to large communal 
serving vessels) 

 

• The serving and consumption of coffee (although it must be noted that serving vessels 
were difficult to identify within the group; this may be because coffee pots were often 
made from metal and were not commonly discarded). 

 

• The serving and consumption of other drinks, such as chocolate, sherbet and jellies 
etc. 

 

• The serving and consumption of alcoholic drinks (such as wine, beer, sherry, port or 
punch). 

 

• The storage, preparation, serving and consumption of food. 
 

• Smoking (as evidenced by spill vases and clay pipes). 
 

• Hygiene; chamber pots and possible washbasins are present, possibly suggesting 
accommodation was provided in rooms with washing and sanitary provisions.  

 

This pattern indicates that the assemblage is much more likely to have been derived 
from a coffee-house as opposed to tavern. Indeed, a coffee-house referred to as 
‘Clapham’s’ is known to have existed in Cambridge by 1751 (Ellis 1956, 189), and 
was certainly operating in All Saint’s Passage in 1769 (SJC D 137.33.1); given the 
numerous vessels marked Jane Clapham, as well as those marked WC (which may 
well denote Jane’s husband, William Clapham), it seems probable that a relatively 
firm attribution can be made as to the origin of the group.  
 
It thus appears that a large amount of material derived from this establishment was 
incorporated into a general clearance deposit introduced into a small cellar at some 
time between c.1770 and 1780, most probably during a phase of structural 
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redevelopment and/or demolition. Although William Clapham died in 1765 it is 
known that his widow Jane continued to run the establishment until at least 1769, and 
that she lived until 1779. There are therefore a number of possible scenarios in which 
the clearance event may have taken place. It may relate to a phase of redevelopment 
undertaken during the active life of the establishment, or to the end of Jane’s tenancy 
(which may have occurred some years prior to her death); alternatively, it is also 
possible that the material was not deposited until 1779 or later, after the posthumous 
sale of Jane’s estate. Furthermore, certain vessels (most notably the Chinese export 
porcelain teabowls) may perhaps have represented stock reserved for sale as opposed 
to usage (cf. Pettigrew 2001); their disposal might thus have resulted from different 
factors than the remainder of the assemblage. Whatever the context (or contexts) of its 
deposition, however – and acknowledging the caveat that the group represents only 
selective elements of the coffee-house’s stock – the assemblage does have the 
potential to contribute significantly towards an understanding of the material culture 
of an 18th century coffee-house. Indeed, such houses are known to have played a key 
role in the social, legal, economic and literary development of 17th and 18th century 
English society (cf. Ellis 2004; Ellis 2006), and were particularly prominent within 
University towns such as Oxford and Cambridge (cf. Ellis 1956, 185-9; Aubertin-
Potter & Bennett 1987). Since no other archaeological group derived from a similar 
source has yet been identified, this assemblage is potentially of national significance. 
It clearly warrants a full and detailed analysis, resulting in a publication accompanied 
by illustrations of the most significant pieces. 
 
 

Group 3: [3063] (mid 19th century) 

By Craig Cessford 
 

Although recovered under watching brief conditions, this group of pottery still 
represents a moderately significant mid 19th century assemblage. It is likely that the 
majority of the material that was originally deposited was recovered, although some 
smaller fragments may have been missed. The group was recovered from [3063], the 
backfill of the construction cut for the foundation of a relatively small secondary 
structure of some kind, which abutted (and was keyed into) the wall of the St. John’s 
College Music School in Area 4, which was constructed in 1874. The deposit 
consisted principally of pottery (see Table 32 for breakdown), with a small amount of 
clay pipe, glass and animal bone. A small amount of residual Medieval pottery was 
also present. There were 236 sherds weighing 16.5kg; these represent at least 83 
vessels, with an EVE of 23.57 (0.28 EVE per MNI vessel). A wide range of material 
was present, but certain of elements predominate and some individually interesting 
pieces were identified. In general, the sherds were large and unabraded, with a 
considerable number of complete or substantially complete vessels indicating rapid 
primary deposition as a single event. The material is all broadly of mid 19th century 
date; while there are a number of pieces that must date to the 1850’s or later, material 
identifiably of the 1870’s or later is notably absent. The assemblage therefore appears 
to have been deposited during the initial construction of the schoolroom in 1874, and 
contains material manufactured over the preceding 25 years. Apart from the small 
amount of Medieval material, no identifiably residual or intrusive material was 
present. The bulk of the ceramics relate to dining (37 vessels, or 45% of the total) and 
food storage/preparation (18 vessels, or 22% of the total). There is also a smaller 
amount of material related to tea drinking (8 vessels, or 10% of the total), gardening 
(5 vessels, or 6% of the total), domestic activities (4 vessels, or 5% of the total) and 
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writing (2 vessels, or 2% of the total); nine vessels (or 11% of the total) are of 
unknown function. 
 

Fabric 
 

No. of 
sherds 

Sherd 
% 

Weight 
(g) 

Weight 
% 

MSW 
(g) 

EVE 
 

MNI 
 

Late unglazed earthenware 7 3.0 564 3.4 80.6 0.83 5 

Late glazed red earthenware 1 0.4 265 1.6 265.0 0.25 1 

Sunderland-type slipped earthenware 3 1.3 382 2.3 127.3 0.07 1 

Tin-glazed earthenware 1 0.4 150 0.9 150.0 0 1 

Refined white earthenware 157 66.5 8507 51.7 54.2 14.08 48 

Mocha 10 4.2 777 4.7 77.7 0.25 2 

Lead-glazed refined earthenware 1 0.4 29 0.2 29.0 0.15 1 

Refined blue earthenware 4 1.7 41 0.2 10.3 0.05 2 

Yellowware 27 11.4 4032 24.5 149.3 2.45 4 

Bone china 11 4.7 289 1.8 26.3 1.28 6 

English  utilitarian stoneware 9 3.8 975 5.9 108.3 4.03 8 
Nottinghamshire/Derbyshire-type 
stoneware 2 0.8 322 2.0 161.0 0.13 2 

White bodied stoneware 3 1.3 132 0.8 44.0 0 2 

Bone china 11 4.7 289 1.8 26.3 1.28 6 

Total 236  16465  69.8 23.57 83 

Table 32: Breakdown of pottery in [3063] by fabric. 

 

Dining 

Almost half the vessels relate to dining (M.N.I. 37, or 45% of the total), and this 
group is dominated by refined white earthenware with blue transfer-printed 
decoration. At least 25 vessels were decorated with the ‘Willow’ pattern (30% of the 
overall assemblage, and 68% of the dining vessels), including five deep dishes, one 
bowl, at least four (and probably seven) deep plates/dishes and twelve plates of 
various sizes. The Willow pattern was designed around 1790, and was based on an 
original Chinese pattern called Mandarin (Coysh & Heywood 1982, 402-03; Coysh & 
Heywood 1989, 211-12). In the late 18th and early 19th centuries a range of different 
versions were produced by a number of manufacturers. The main features of the 
version of Willow pattern that came to dominate the period are the bridge with three 
persons crossing it, the willow tree, the boat, the main teahouse, the two birds and the 
fence in the foreground of the garden. There was also a serving dish in the ‘Wild 
Rose’ pattern, which was extremely popular between the 1830’s and 1850’s (Coysh & 
Heywood 1982, 399-400; Coysh & Heywood 1989, 211), and two small plates were 
decorated with a view of a man, a woman and a child in a landscape setting. One of 
these was marked ‘ETON CO…’ within a garter. The scene does not depict Eton 
College itself, and items marked with this name are apparently quite common and 
were manufactured by a number of makers (Coysh & Heywood 1982, 130; Coysh & 
Heywood 1989, 79). Eton College has strong links to Cambridge University, however 
– particularly to King’s College, as both were founded by Henry VI – and Eton 
students traditionally went on to study at King’s. Other blue transfer-printed vessels 
whose designs could not be closely identified include two bowls and five other 
vessels of uncertain form. In addition, there was also a black transfer-printed plate in 
the ‘Rhine’ pattern, which was common in the 19th century and was manufactured by 
a number of makers (Coysh & Heywood 1982, 300), a sauceboat or similar item (blue 
and red transfer-print) and a plate (brown, green and grey transfer-print). Very few 
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plain vessels were present, the only identifiable form being a plate, whilst there was 
also a lead-glazed earthenware jug. 
 

Food storage/preparation 

After dining, the next most common vessel function is food storage/preparation 
(M.N.I. 18, or 22% of the total). Substantial portions of four large yellowware vessels 
were present, including a mixing bowl with moulded decoration and a makers stamp 
identifying it as having been made by Thompson Brothers of Burton on Trent, 
Derbyshire. There were also two basting dishes, one of which has a stamp recording 
that it was manufactured at the Hartshorn Potteries, Derbyshire, and a colander. 
White’s 1857 directory of Derbyshire states that Woodville, located one mile 
southwest of Hartshorn, was a large and well-built flourishing village where there 
were nine extensive earthenware manufactories (the largest of which being Messrs. 
Thompson Brothers) in which the principal part of the inhabitants were employed. 
The Thompson brothers were Edwin and William, and were described as being 
manufacturers of ironstone earthenware, Rockingham ware, brownstone ware, fire 
bricks and red quarries, as well as dealers in fire-clay at the Hartshorn Potteries.  
 
There were also substantial portions of two very similar large Mocha bowls, plus parts 
of a large Nottinghamshire/Derbyshire-type stoneware bowl and single large Late 
glazed red earthenware, Sunderland-type ware and English utilitarian stoneware 
vessels, which were probably used for food storage and preparation. Additionally, 
there was most of a refined white earthenware jelly mould. Storage is indicated by 
five refined white earthenware wide-mouthed jars, two of which were complete; these 
comprise a mass-produced form pioneered by Maling’s in the 1850’s. One of the 
incomplete examples has a blue transfer-printed mark ‘…LER'S / …LADE / 
…[D]EE’ within an oak leaf circle. This therefore contained Keiller’s of Dundee 
marmalade and predates the mid 1870’s, when the decoration on Keiller’s jars 
changed. There was also a tin-glazed earthenware bottle marked Moutarde de Maille / 
Vinaigrier du Roi de L.L. / M M le Roi d'Angleterre, / et les Empereurs / d'Autriche et 
de Russie / a Paris. This contained imported French mustard produced by the House 
of Maille, which had been founded in 1747. The meaning of M M le Roi d'Angleterre 
is unclear; it may refer to ‘Madame the King’ (i.e. the queen of England), although the 
phraseology is cumbersome and unusual. In terms of date it is likely that the piece 
was produced during the reign of Queen Victoria (1837-1901), making the suggested 
reading perhaps the most likely. It is interesting to note that this French product was 
still being distributed in a tin-glazed earthenware vessel, when by this date the 
majority of British products had already switched to the mass produced machine-
made refined white earthenware variety of jar. 
 

Tea drinking 

Tea drinking forms a modest component of the assemblage (M.N.I. 8, or 10% of the 
total). There was relatively little refined white earthenware related to tea drinking, just 
a black transfer-printed cup of unknown design and a pink transfer-printed teapot. 
More common in this category was bone china, with six vessels represented. All the 
bone china had similar moulded and purple-coloured decoration, but three distinct 
patterns were present; geometric (two plates), thistle (a small plate, a bowl and a 
teacup) and floral (a bowl or a dish). While some of these vessel forms might be 
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linked with dining, the fact that they formed services with forms identifiably for tea 
drinking strongly indicates that all the bone china was all associated with this activity. 
 

Other functions 

Gardening is indicated by parts of plant pots (five vessels), domestic activity by parts 
of English utilitarian stoneware blacking bottles (four vessels) and writing by two 
complete English utilitarian stoneware dwarf ink bottles. 
 

Conclusion 

This mid 19th century group is of moderate size, comprising 83 vessels, and is 
strongly associated with dining (37 vessels) and food storage/preparation (18 vessels), 
although a number of other activities are also represented. It is important to note, 
however, that here are various types of material absent from this group that are 
usually common in assemblages of the period; this includes material related to alcohol 
consumption, medicine and personal hygiene (e.g. bottles, phials, chamber pots, 
basins and water jugs, etc). Distinctive elements of the assemblage include the link 
with Eton College, the presence of imported French mustard and the dominance of 
vessels decorated with the ‘Willow’ pattern. This dominance is intriguing as by the 
mid 19th century Willow pattern had declined in popularity and had largely been 
replaced by ‘Asiatic Pheasants’, which is absent from this assemblage. Given both its 
location and the nature of its composition, therefore, it appears likely that the group 
represents an opportunistic small- to medium-scale clearance of material linked to the 
construction of the St. John’s College Music School in 1874. As such it forms a useful 
group and can be compared to other contemporary assemblages, particularly those 
recovered from the Grand Arcade site (Cessford 2007). 
 

Group 4: F.200 and [2047] (late 19th century) 

By Andrew Hall and Craig Cessford 
 

A much smaller group of mid to late 19th century ceramics was recovered from garden 
soil horizon [2047] and probable planting bed F.200 in Area 3; it constitutes a total of 
43 sherds, representing 29 vessels and weighing just under 4kg. Although rather 
limited in size, this group is of particular significance as a considerable number of the 
vessels are marked with the names of Colleges and/or College cooks. The material 
was recovered under watching brief conditions during the machining of modern 
garden-related deposits and only the larger and more interesting ceramics were 
retained, as the remaining material was less significant and had probably entered these 
contexts by different (i.e. secondary) mechanisms. It appears that garden soil [2047] 
had originated in the 18th century and continued to be added to until well into the 20th 
century, whilst planting bed F.200 clearly abutted, and is therefore later than, the 
adjacent Divinity School (which was constructed in 1879).  
 
In general, the sherds were large and unabraded and represent a considerable number 
of complete or substantially complete vessels, indicating rapid primary deposition as 
part of one or more discrete events. The mean sherd weight of the assemblage (at 
approximately 90g) reflects the fact that many of the vessels are large and thick 
bodied, and since their deposition there has been little or no reworking of the deposit. 
Although the material was recovered from two separate contexts, the similarities 
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between the material indicates that both had probably been derived from a single 
source and they are thus very likely to have been contemporary. The date of the 
vessels can be gauged by the nature of their forms and decorative techniques, as well 
as by the presence of certain impressed and transfer-printed marks. Based solely upon 
the ceramics, a date of deposition some time in the 1870’s or 1880’s would be 
appropriate for the group; however, taking into account the associated glass 
assemblage  it appears much more likely that they had been curated, and were in fact 
deposited at some time during the early 20th century (see glass assessment report). 
The range of vessel forms present includes several interesting items, such as a round 
pierced strainer and a figurine, plus several large serving dishes, footed tureens or 
compotes, large bowls and jugs and a possible jardinière. Many of these are high 
quality vessels made by prestigious English factories, such as Copeland’s, Coalport 
and possibly Minton’s. Several of the forms are suggestive of communal formal 
dining whilst there are also non-utilitarian decorative elements, such as the figurine 
and jardinière. 
 

Marked Vessels 

Of particular interest are several named vessels, the names being those of Cambridge 
College chefs such as ‘D. Bruvet’ (one vessel), ‘J. Fuller’ (one vessel), ‘H. Hudson’ 
(one vessel) and ‘Hudson’ (seven vessels), plus other vessels related to Trinity 
College (two vessels) and an unidentified cook (one vessel). In total, 13 of the 29 
vessels recovered can be directly linked to College use and it is likely that other 
pieces also represent College crockery. Similar named plates have recently been 
recovered from other archaeological sites in Cambridge, with late 18th century and 
early 19th century examples having been identified at Grand Arcade (Cessford 2007), 
Bradwell’s Court (Newman 2007) and Castle Street (Hall in Cessford forthcoming) 
amongst others. The display of the College head chefs’ name on vessels appears to be 
a uniquely Cambridge phenomenon, and there is no evidence that it occurred at 
Oxford. Chefs were expected to supply their own equipment and crockery when 
employed by one of the Colleges, and the marking of the pieces may have been 
undertaken in order to protect against theft or to quantify breakages.  
 
Something is known of the careers of the majority of the individuals named. Charles 
Adolphus Desiré Bruvet was born in Paris around 1825, and was a journeyman cook 
at Trinity College in 1867. He was appointed head cook at St. John’s College in 1873, 
departing when the College took direct charge of the kitchen in 1878 to run a variety 
of other establishments in Cambridge; these included the Hoop Hotel (in 1878-81) 
and the Prince of Wales Restaurant/Hotel (in 1881-87). It is not clear whether the 
Bruvet vessel recovered (part of a footed dish from F.200) relates to his role as 
College chef or to one of his later establishments, although the College association 
appears the most likely. John Fuller junior was the cook at Caius College between 
1839 and 1873, and a dining plate with a black transfer-printed view of Caius College 
on the front and his name on the back was recovered from F.200. The pattern used by 
Fuller was identical to that employed by his predecessor as cook, George Fellows, and 
was based on an engraving of 1820. Henry Hudson senior was an apprentice cook at 
Trinity College in 1793; he was head cook by 1823 at the latest, and continued to 
work there until his death in 1838. Henry’s sons Henry Hudson junior and Philip 
Samuel Hudson took over the role of Trinity College cook upon his death; Henry 
Hudson junior occurs in documents up until the mid 1840’s, while Philip Samuel 
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Hudson remained the College cook until some point in the 1870’s when his son Philip 
Llewellyn Hudson took over. The undecorated vessel marked ‘H. Hudson’ that was 
recovered from [2047] could therefore relate to either Henry senior or junior, whilst 
the seven Copeland vessels bearing an identical blue transfer-printed design 
incorporating the name ‘Hudson’ – recovered from both F.200 (5 vessels) and [2047] 
(2 vessels) – could relate to any of the above named members of the family. These 
vessels were of excellent quality and include a strainer, a footed vessel that is 
probably a soup tureen, a large rectangular serving dish, a meat dish, a meat 
dish/tureen stand and two other dishes. 
  
Two further blue transfer-printed tureen stands were also recovered from [2047]; 
these bear the Trinity College motto, Virtus Vera Nobilitas (Virtue is true nobility), 
and what may be the College heraldic shield. Finally, a further vessel in F.200 has 
part of a red transfer-printed mark in a garter, which probably relates to another 
(unidentified) College cook. The remaining pieces, whilst lacking the names of 
College Cooks, are of broadly the same date and their high quality and forms indicate 
that many of them may also ultimately have derived from a College source. 
Therefore, although dominated by material derived from a single service associated 
with the Hudson family (eight vessels) or Trinity College generally (ten vessels), the 
marked wares in fact relate to a number of different cooks working at a range of 
Colleges. Furthermore, the dates of these cooks do not generally overlap and it 
appears that the material was deposited several decades after the latest vessels 
represented in the group.  
 

Discussion 

The origin of this material is uncertain, although further research into the ownership 
of the garden area in which it was found (which was associated with No’s 68 and 69 
Bridge Street) may help to clarify the situation. It appears almost to be a ‘collection’ 
of College-derived material, accumulated for unknown reasons and then discarded in 
the early 20th century. Many of the vessels probably derive from around the 1870’s 
when most Colleges were taking over direct control of their kitchens, bringing to an 
end the period when College cooks had comprised a significant group of relatively 
wealthy independent local businessmen and entrepreneurs. When this transition 
occurred there was no longer a role for the ceramics, many of them marked with 
personal names, which the College cooks had had to provide; at this stage the vessels 
may well have passed into other hands and continued in use, eventually being 
deposited several decades later. 
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Conclusion 
The St. John’s Triangle material represents the second largest pottery assemblage yet 
recovered from a Cambridge excavation (the biggest being the 43,876 sherds, 
weighing 848kg, that were recovered recently from Grand Arcade); notably, however, 
the Triangle group is at least three times larger than any other that has been derived 
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from a site situated within the boundary of the Medieval town itself. Furthermore, it is 
also of significance due to the high degree of stratigraphic preservation that was 
encountered during its excavation, spanning in particular the 10th to 16th centuries, and 
the large individual groups of 18th century date that were recovered. In addition, the 
Roman assemblage (although in itself relatively small) represents the largest group of 
this date yet recovered from the southern suburb of the town. It is therefore 
recommended that a range of further work be undertaken on the material, including: 
 

• Further analysis of the detailed stratigraphic sequence in Soakaways 1 and 2, 
in order to facilitate a fine-grained chronological examination of the Medieval 
ceramic assemblage. 

 

• More detailed work on specific features containing large assemblages 
(especially F.400, F.434 and F.553). 

 

• The illustration of selected pieces. 
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Clay tobacco pipe assessment 
By Craig Cessford 
 

Introduction 
A total of 208 fragments of clay tobacco pipe, weighing 1514g, were recovered from 
the 2007 excavations and watching brief at the St. John’s Triangle site (earlier phases 
of investigation had produced only four fragments, weighing 8g). The clay tobacco 
pipe consisted of 122 stem fragments weighing 551g, nine mouthpieces weighing 
22g, 14 pieces with heels or spurs weighing 76g, 60 bowls weighing 846g and three 
bowl fragments weighing 8g. This provides a minimum number of individuals (m.n.i.) 
of 75 clay tobacco pipes. The presence of clay tobacco pipe fragments in a context 
indicates a date of the late 16th to early 20th centuries (c.1580-1910). Given the 
problematic nature of stem bore dating, more precise dating is only possible with 
bowls, marked pieces and some heel or spur fragments. Unmarked stem fragments are 
therefore of little analytical value, although the length of stem fragments may provide 
clues to breakage patterns and rapidity of deposition. The mouthpieces are all simple 
forms and are also of limited usefulness. Some heels/spurs may provide broad dating 
evidence and this material can also be used in conjunction with bowls to consider the 
ratio of pipes with wide heels to those with narrow spurs. The following consideration 
of the material will focus upon bowls and makers’ marks. 
 

Bowls 

The clay tobacco pipe bowls were classified according to Oswald’s simplified general 
typology (1975). The bowls span the late 16th to late 18th centuries (see Table 33).  
 

Type No. of bowls Date 
2 1 1580-1610 
3 8 1580-1610 
4 8 1600-1640 
5 3 1640-1660 
6 7 1660-1680 
8 1 1680-1710 
9 4 1680-1710 

12 24 1730-1780 
22 5 1730-1780 

Unidentified 1 1580-1900 
Total 61  

Table 33: Number of clay tobacco pipe bowls by type. 

Date range St. John’s 
 No. of bowls 

St. John’s 
 No. per decade 

Grand Arcade 
 No. of bowls 

Grand Arcade 
 No. per decade 

1580-1600 6 3 1.5 0.75 
1600-1640 11 2.75 2.5 0.625 
1640-1660 3 1.5 9.67 4.84 
1660-1680 7 3.5 32.33 16.16 
1680-1710 5 1.67 22.33 7.44 
1710-1730 0 0 8.67 4.34 
1730-1780 29 5.8 46 9.2 
1780-1820 0 0 6.67 1.67 
1820-1850 0 0 6.33 2.11 
1850-1900 0 0 10 2 

Table 34: Number of clay tobacco pipe bowls by period, compared to Grand Arcade. 
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Makers’ marks and decoration 
The assemblage produced marked pipes that could be attributed to the local maker 
Samuel Wilkinson, one by a Broseley maker plus other examples marked ‘TD’ and 
‘C’. There were also a number of decorated stems. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 47: Clay tobacco pipes, including one marked PARKER / for ever, / Huzzah and 
produced by Samuel Wilkinson from F.553 (A), one marked C and possibly produced 
by John Carter from F.434 (B) and one marked TD from F.434 maker unknown (C). 
 
 

Samuel Wilkinson 

Four stems with distinctive Wyer style decoration were found in F.553 [2173]. 
Wilkinson is known to have produced pipes using two slightly different roller stamps, 
all these examples belong to the style provisionally identified as Wilkinson 2. Two are 
complete with the lettering S.Wilk- / Inson, / Cambg. and one is a partial example with 
only the decoration present. The fourth example is more intriguing and is a previously 
unrecognised type where instead of the makers name there is a slogan PARKER / for 
ever, / Huzzah (Figure 47A). This pipe may be linked to local politics as it could have 
been made for an election, alternatively it may commemorate some national event 
such as a battle. Such political pipes are principally a 19th century phenomenon but 
there are a number of other examples dating to the second half of the 18th century (cf. 
Atkinson 1997; Le Cheminant 1996). The marks were found associated with type 22 
bowls with narrow spurs, dated c.1730-80; in previous instances, Wilkinson marks 
have been found associated with type 12 bowls with wider heels, dated c.1730-80. 
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Samuel Wilkinson was definitely active in Cambridge by 1762 and probably as early 
as 1750, he died in 1787 (Cessford 2001, 16 and unpubl. notes). It seems likely from 
other evidence that Wilkinson did not produce decorated pipes immediately and that 
these do not date to the very beginning of the period that he was active. Evidence 
from other sites – where these marked pipes are consistently associated with 
creamware, pearlware and even occasionally black basalt ware pottery – indicates that 
Wilkinson probably began to produce them in the 1760’s and that production 
continued through the 1770’s and into the 1780’s. 
 

William Southorn 

Two stems marked with the name of William Southorn were recovered. A screw 
thread form stem fragment marked W.SOUT…/BROS… was found in F.200 [2000]. 
Another stem marked W SOUTHOR[N]… / BROSLY 15… was recovered from 
[3063]. These stems can be attributed to William Southorn & Co of Broseley in 
Shropshire, in the 19th century Broseley was one of the leading centres of clay tobacco 
pipe manufacture in Britain and William Southorn & Co. was one of the most 
significant manufacturers. William Southorn himself is known to have been active 
between 1802 and 1841 (Oswald 1975, 192) and the firm of William Southorn & Co 
was founded in 1823 (Higgins 1992, 30), continuing in business until around 1960. 
The firm stamped all of their stems, marks prior to c.1850 were in relief whilst those 
afterwards are incuse. The full mark from [3063] would have originally have read W 
SOUTHORN & Co / BROSLY 15 SALOP, the number 15 relates to a particular 
finisher at the factory. As the Eastern Counties Railway to Cambridge only opened in 
1845 it is likely that all Shropshire pipes post date this. Along with another stem from 
the 24 Thompson’s Lane site (Cessford in Newman 2008a) this represents the first 
material from Broseley identified in Cambridge and as such is of some significance. 
 

‘C’ pipe 

In F.434 [4115] there are two type 12 bowls of c.1730-80 with an incuse letter ‘C’ on 
the base of the heel (Figure 47B). This mark could potentially relate to John Carter, 
known to have arrived in Cambridge in 1703 and died around 1726, or William 
Cheesman, who was apprenticed in 1762 (Cessford 2001, 12-13 and unpubl. notes). 
Given the likely date of the feature this pipe is unlikely to be associated with 
Cheesman. This mark has not been previously recognised from Cambridge. 
 
‘TD’ pipes 
At least two and probably three bowls marked with the initials ‘TD’ were recovered, 
one definite and one probable example associated with type 12 bowls dated c.1730-80 
in F.434 [4115] (Figure 47C) and one from an unidentifiable piece in F.433 [4113]. 
There is no known Cambridge maker of the appropriate date with these initials 
(Cessford 2001) and for some poorly understood reason these particular initials were 
adopted by a large number of makers. Adrian Oswald has suggested that the 
popularity of these initials originated with the pipe maker Thomas Dormer of London 
and that the quality of his products meant that it became a mark of excellence and was 
‘plagiarised’ or used generically by later English, Scottish, American, Canadian, 
French and Dutch pipe makers in the 18th and 19th centuries (Oswald 1978). Thomas 
Dormer was active between 1748 and 1770 and his sons continued to manufacture 
pipes until about 1780. It has also been suggested that the inspiration for TD pipes 
came from the pipe maker Thomas Dennis of Bristol, who was apprenticed in 1723, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Counties_Railway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1845
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became a freeman in 1734 and was still active in 1781 (Huey 1992). These 
suggestions are speculative and it should be noted that there are earlier examples of 
TD pipes where no appropriately named local maker is known. This includes one 
local example dated c.1660-80 found at the Grand Arcade site (Cessford in Cessford 
in prep) and perhaps more significantly a group of seven dated c.1640-1710 at High 
Wycombe in Buckinghamshire (MacKay in Lucas and Regan 2003, 179). 
 
The recovery of three similar TD pipes in two closely related features suggests that 
they may have been manufactured locally in Cambridge during the mid 18th century. 
The TD pipes from St. John’s Triangle are relatively crude examples, making the use 
of the TD mark rather ironic if it was being employed as a mark of excellence. 
  

Decoration 

Two decorated stems were recovered. From F.110 [1011] there is a type 4 bowl of 
c.1600-40 with a nine line starburst with dots between lines on the base of the heel. 
From F.400 [4023] there is a stem fragment with ornate decoration in the form of a 
recurring diamond mark with an internal pattern that is arranged into patterns of larger 
diamonds. The decoration on this piece indicates that it is highly unlikely to have 
been produced in Cambridge, it may be of Dutch origin but other factors suggest that 
it is more likely to be from London. There was also part of an anatomically realistic 
skull shaped bowl found in F.200 [2047]. This piece is part of a stub-stemmed pipe 
bowl and is unlikely to predate the second half of the 19th century. Similar pipes are 
still available today and the piece may well be very recent. 
 

Features containing significant assemblages 

A number of features produced assemblages of note: 
 

F.507, [1013] contained at least six pipes including one type 5 bowl c.1640-60, two type 
6 bowls c.1660-80 and one type 9 bowl c.1680-1710. 
 

F.553, [2173] contained at least six pipes, primarily type 22 bowls c.1730-80 associated 
with the maker Samuel Wilkinson who was active in Cambridge between 1762 and 1787. 
These pipes are of relatively high quality in terms of finish and other factors; they 
probably represent the highest quality pipes being produced in Cambridge at this time. 
They include an example with the previously unknown slogan PARKER / for ever, / 
Huzzah, suggesting a link to politics. There are a number of long stem fragments over 
100mm long indicative of rapid primary deposition of material. This assemblage was 
recovered under difficult conditions and it appears that a degree of contamination has 
occurred as there is a small quantity of earlier material with thicker stems and a type 9 
bowl dated c.1680-1710 present. There is ceramic evidence that F.553 is a ‘clearance’ 
assemblage relating to a coffee-house. If this is the case then the number of pipes 
recovered is relatively low. One possible explanation for this is that smoking was 
relatively unfashionable in Cambridge in the late 18th century. Henry Gunning in his 
autobiography (1854) recalled that smoking was in decline during the late 18th century 
and that in 1786 it was ‘going out of fashion except for short pipes on the river of the 
evening’. Professor George Pryme (1870) stated that around 1800 smoking ‘had no 
favour with us undergraduates’. 
 

F.400, [4023] and [4031] contained at least 16 pipes. The lower putatively primary fill 
[4031] contained the remains of at least four pipes, including two with type 3 bowls of 
c.1580-1610. The more general backfilling [4023] contained at least 12 pipes, these 
included one probably belonging to type 2 of c.1580-1610, definitely five and probably 
eight of type 3 dated c.1580-1610 and three type 4 of c.1600-40. There is a stem fragment 
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with ornate decoration in the form of a recurring diamond mark with an internal pattern 
that is arranged into patterns of larger diamonds. The presence of at least 16 pipes, and 
probably many more as only a proportion of the overall feature was excavated, is unusual 
particularly for a late 16th or early 17th century feature. The earliest documentary evidence 
for pipe making in Cambridge does not occur until the 1640’s, indicating that these pipes 
were probably imported from London. This large number of pipes indicates that the 
material derives from a non-domestic source such as an inn or tavern. The pipes are 
generally of low to moderate quality indicating that they do not have a high status origin, 
although the decorated stem goes against this trend. A fair proportion of the stem 
fragments are relatively long, 50 to 80mm, indicating relatively rapid and primary 
deposition of this material. 
 

F.434, [4115] contained at least 25 pipes, of which 23 are type 12 (dated c.1730-80). 
These include one definite and one probable example marked TD on the sides of the heel, 
and one marked C on the base of the heel. A considerable number of the stem fragments 
are over 100mm in length and the longest is 222mm. This is indicative of rapid primary 
deposition of material. The pipes are predominantly rather crude and of poor quality, 
there is evidence that higher quality pipes were being produced in Cambridge at this time 
indicating that the relative crudity was a deliberate choice. The presence of at least 25 
pipes, and probably rather more as only a proportion of the overall feature was excavated, 
is unusual and suggests a non-domestic source such as an inn or tavern. 

 

Conclusion 
The clay tobacco pipe assemblage from St. John’s Triangle represents the second 
largest group of material ever recovered archaeologically from Cambridge, exceeded 
only by the material from Grand Arcade. Given the relative scale of these 
archaeological investigations, a much higher density of material was recovered at St. 
John’s Triangle. Three significant assemblages of probably non-domestic origin were 
recovered from F.400, F.434 and F.553. Two of these were particularly large groups 
with an m.n.i. of 16 and 25 pipes, in comparison there were only two comparable 
features at Grand Arcade with more than ten pipes (12 and 17 respectively) and these 
were 100% excavated. These three groups are therefore all important and warrant 
publication and illustration. The comparison between the high quality pipes from the 
coffee-house assemblage F.553 and the poor quality pipes from the putative tavern 
assemblage F.434 is potentially a rather telling contrast that is definitely not solely 
due to temporal factors. 
 
There are also a number of individually significant pieces. The pipes produced by 
Samuel Wilkinson add to our understanding of this maker and the decoration that he 
used, whilst the stem marked PARKER / for ever, / Huzzah is a particularly important 
discovery as it is a previously unknown early example of a pipe with a slogan. Further 
research should be undertaken to determine who the Parker mentioned is, as this will 
aid the dating of this feature and shed light on the political or social affiliations of the 
coffee-house that the cellar is associated to. The three TD marked pipes are important 
as they suggest that such pipes were manufactured locally; these should be examined 
in more detail. The previously unknown makers mark C, the evidence for the arrival 
of pipes from Broseley in the second half of the 19th century and the late 16th or early 
17th century stem decorated with a recurring diamond mark are also all significant, 
especially as several of these come from features that should be closely dateable. In 
summary, therefore, a number of the individual pipes and particular assemblages 



 229

require further more detailed examination and research and a range of pieces warrant 
illustration by drawing in any publication. 
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Worked bone, ivory and antler assessment 
With Lorrain Higbee 
 
In total, 15 worked bone, ivory and antler artefacts were recovered from the St. John’s 
Triangle site (see Table 35), whilst a further eight off-cuts from bone working activity 
have also been identified. 
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1945 4085 426 4 11th/12th 
century 

Pig Metatarsal Toggle 

1870 2210 - 3 13th 
century? 

Mammal ? Pin fragment 

1930 4051 445 4 13th-15th 
century 

Horse Metacarpal Bone skate fragment? 

1997 4131 439 4 15th century Mammal ? Handle with 
anthropomorphic 
decoration  

1550 1139 525 1 16th century Cattle/horse Metapodial Side plate from 
composite comb 

1518 1060 112 1 16th century Pig Fibula Pin 

2021 1132 130 1 16th century Mammal ? Bead (ivory?) 

1914 4023 400 4 Late 
16th/early 

17th century 

Horse Metapodial Handle 

1983 4023 400 4 Late 
16th/early 

17th century 

Mammal ? Tooth from comb 

1979 4031 400 4 Late 
16th/early 

17th century 

Medium  
mammal 

? Comb plate? 

1996 4115 434 4 Early 18th 
century 

Deer? Antler Double sided comb 
fragment 

1998 4115 434 4 Early 18th 
century 

Mammal ? Ivory book pointer 

1698 2173 553 1 Late 18th 
century 

Mammal ? Button with incised 
decoration 

1744 2007 202 3 19th century Mammal ? Tooth brush 

1618 2047 - 3 19th/20th 
century 

Mammal ? Gaming counter or 
unfinished button 

Table 35: Identified worked bone, antler and ivory artefacts, presented in date order. 
 

Worked bone, antler and ivory artefacts 

By far the most significant worked skeletal artefact to be recovered from the site 
comprises anthropomorphically decorated knife-handle fragment <1997>, which was 
derived from Late Medieval ditch/gully F.439. This piece, which is exquisitely carved 
(see Figure 48), depicts a probably female figure (although, unfortunately, it survives 



 231

only from the chest up and is heavily worn). From this remnant, however, it is clear 
that the figure is wearing a large headscarf or hood that is held in place by a 
decorative headband; to either side of her head, stylised ears of corn are depicted. The 
surviving fragment measures 32mm+ in length by 21mm in width and is 7mm thick; 
it weighs 5g. Based upon the handle’s dense structure, ‘buttery cream’ colour and 
smooth texture, it is possibly composed of walrus ivory (cf. Rosedahl 1995), although 
it may equally comprise an example of very high quality worked bone. This striking 
artefact clearly belongs to the small though widely dispersed group of Medieval 
secular anthropomorphic bone and ivory handles that was first identified by M. 
Bencard in 1975. This group, which including the St. John’s Triangle find consists of 
33 known examples, is broadly characterised by the portrayal of figures that 
correspond to the archetype of an ‘ideal aristocrat’ (Bencard 1975, 59); indeed, it has 
been noted that “the clothing depicted on the handles is in the fashion of aristocratic 
garments. In many cases the figures are wearing headbands and one example, from 
Roskilde, wears a crown” (Howe 1983, 148).  
 

 
 
Figure 48: Late 13th/early 14th century anthropomorphic knife handle fragment recovered 
from F.439. 
 
Including the present example, eight such anthropomorphic handles are known from 
British sites. Much the closest parallel to the St. John’s Triangle find is the so-called 
‘Green Man’ handle that was recovered from an early 14th century context during the 
Perth High Street excavation undertaken in 1975-7 (Hall 2001). This carefully 
executed carving depicts a male figure with a grinning face that is surrounded by 
curly hair which spills out from a hood; to either side of his head, distinct 
arrangements of naturalistic leaves are depicted (ibid, 172-3). In terms of its 
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proportion, execution, material and theme (save for the probable reversal of gender) 
this handle bears a very marked resemblance to the Cambridge example, and both it 
and the St. John’s Triangle find may perhaps be associated with aspects of seasonal or 
fertility symbolism (cf. Hutton 1996). Elsewhere in Britain, excavations in 
Southampton have produced a 13th-century anthropomorphic bone handle, depicting 
a female figure, which was found in 1972 on the St Michael's House site (MacGregor 
1985, 170). This is very similar to a second handle, also composed of bone but this 
time depicting a male figure, which was found at Crowland Abbey, Lincolnshire and 
is now in the Peterborough City Museum (Howe 1983). Other English examples (each 
somewhat cruder in execution than the St. John’s Triangle handle) are known from 
Oxford’s Shire Ditch (ibid, 150) Ludgershall Castle, Wiltshire (MacGregor 2000, 
165), Hull (Armstrong & Ayers 1987, fig. 27) and Fishbourne, Chichester (Cunliffe et 
al 1996, 210). A further 25 anthropomorphic handles are also known from North 
European contexts; six from Sweden, five from Denmark, five from Russia, one from 
Norway, three from Belgium, three from Holland, one from France, one from 
Germany and one from Poland (cf. Howe 1983, 148-51; Hall 2001, 176-77). 
  
In his initial evaluation of these handles, Bercand dated the group on stylistic grounds 
to c.1250-1350 with an outlier at c.1400 (Bencard 1975, 58-9); unfortunately, none of 
the original examples he studied could be closely enough dated by their 
archaeological context to corroborate this interpretation. Several of the recently 
excavated British handles, however – those recovered from sites in Southampton (in a 
13th century context), Ludgershall (in a late 13th or early 14th century context), Perth 
(in an early 14th century context) and Hull (in a 14th century context) - closely support 
a late 13th or early 14th century origin for the majority of these artefacts (MacGregor 
1985, 170; MacGregor 2000, 165; Hall 2001, 169; Armstrong & Ayers 1987, 290). 
The St. John’s Triangle handle, although recovered from a 15th century context, is 
stylistically very similar to these earlier examples and is thus highly likely to have 
been manufactured at around the same date; the degree of its abrasion and the ‘open’ 
nature of the feature from which it was recovered also lend support to this conclusion. 
It was during the 13th century that a shift away from stylised or ‘formal’ decoration 
towards more naturalistic forms occurred (this being especially notable in the 
depiction of foliage); in addition, from the late 13th century onwards artists and 
craftsmen increasingly embraced secular themes (Cherry 1991, 5). Such was the 
extent of these changes that “at the end of the 13th century and early in the 14th 
century [worked bone and ivory artefacts] were again to play an important part in 
European Gothic art”, with the new secular style of images being depicted upon 
domestic items such as mirror-cases, knife-handles, writing tablets, combs and caskets 
(Lasko 1984, 211). 
 
However, a second suggestion of Bercand’s – that the handles are the products of a 
Parisian carving school, which he saw as being the origin of the ‘ideal aristocrat’ 
motif (Bercand 1975, 56) – appears much less likely. A convincing case has since 
been made for the non-Parisian production of the ivory handles in the group (of which 
there are at least eight, two of them identified as being walrus ivory) (Howe 1983, 
149). Indeed, it seems probable that in Medieval England the production of high 
quality bone and ivory items was being undertaken by general product-based 
craftsmen – such as knife makers, for example – as opposed to specialists in the raw 
material itself (MacGregor 1989, 376-8). This view is reinforced by the context of the 
Perth handle, which was recovered from a metalworking workshop that also contained 
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a blank rough-out in the same material; the Perth High Street excavation went on to 
recover over 20 knives and 17 leather sheaths in all (Hall 2001, 169-176). However, 
although three such metalworking workshops have been identified at the St. John’s 
Triangle site, along with evidence that bone-working was undertaken on a limited 
scale, these activities post-date the production of this particular handle by around two 
centuries. It thus appears highly unlikely that the object was manufactured at the site 
itself; instead, its presence is probably reflective of the trade in high-status 
commodities that was being undertaken in this area throughout the Medieval period. 
 
The remaining 14 worked bone, ivory and antler items from St. John’s Triangle are 
typical of the artefact-types commonly recovered from urban sites of this period (cf. 
MacGregor 1985; MacGregor 1989). A second, although much less intricately 
worked, knife handle (<1914>) was recovered from Post-Medieval pit F.400. This 
utilised a horse’s proximal metapodial II or IV, and contained a central tang-hole that 
was bored along the entire length of its shaft. A bone skate fragment – <1930>, which 
has a proximal strap hole and a much worn anterior surface – was recovered from 
Medieval garden soil F.445 whilst a highly polished ivory bead (<2021>) was 
recovered from Post-Medieval pit F.130. A small toggle made from a pig’s metatarsal 
(<1945>) was also recovered from Saxo-Norman pit F.426. In addition two pins were 
recovered, deriving from probable Early Medieval layer [2210] and Post-Medieval pit 
F.112 respectively. In the case of the latter – <1518>, which is complete – a proximal 
strap hole had been inserted and its distal shaft had been sharpened to a point. Four 
probable comb fragments were recovered from Post-Medieval features F.525 and 
F.400 and Modern pit F.434. Whilst the three former examples (<1550>, <1979> and 
<1983>) comprise elements derived from composite bone combs, the latter, <1996>, 
consists of a single intricately worked piece of antler. Two buttons (one a possible 
gaming counter) were recovered from Modern cellar backfill F.553 and garden 
deposit F.200 respectively; the former of these (<1698>) bears incised concentric 
decoration. Finally, a fragmentary though highly worked ivory book pointer (<1998>) 
was recovered from Modern pit F.434, whilst a toothbrush inscribed ‘S (J?) 
(MAD?)DEN BROM(P?)TON ROAD’ was recovered from Modern pit F.202 
(<1744>). Contemporary records for one of the largest manufacturers of such items, 
Messer’s Kent of Landon, indicates that they were producing around 9,000 brushes a 
week during the 1870’s, using the long-bones from some 600 head of cattle 
(MacGregor 1985, 183). 
 

Bone-working activity  

Eight off-cut or waste bone pieces have been identified, indicating that bone working 
activity took place on a limited scale at the site. The earliest evidence of this practice 
was derived from Roman pit F.180 in Area 2, from which an off-cut cattle metacarpal 
was recovered (<1898>). In Area 1, a further off-cut cattle metacarpal, <1533>, was 
recovered from 14th-15th century garden soil deposit F.504 in Test Pit 1; this was 
subsequently truncated by pit F.112 in the 16th century, which also contained two 
further off-cuts (<1516> and <1519> that were derived from a metacarpal and a long-
bone respectively). Contemporary 16th century pit F.116, which was situated in the 
adjacent Test Pit 2, also contained an off-cut cattle metatarsal (<1529>) indicating 
that small-scale ‘craft’ activity may have been undertaken in this general vicinity 
during the early Post-Medieval period (cf. MacGregor 1989). Finally, three small 
rings – <1603>, which measured between 4 to 6mm in width – were recovered 
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19th/20th century garden deposit F.200 in Area 3; these comprise sawn sections of a 
medium mammal long-bone shaft and are possibly associated with comb 
manufacture. They are, however, likely to be residual in this context. 
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Miscellaneous materials assessment 
Certain categories of material – namely: burnt clay, stucco, shell, cork, glass beads, 
textiles and worked clay – occurred only in very small quantities; for this reason, only 
brief assessments of these material-types are presented. These have been gathered 
together below.  
 

Burnt clay assessment 
In total, eight fragments of burnt clay (weighing 474g) were recovered during the 
excavations at the St. John’s Triangle site. This small assemblage consists entirely of 
daub, a material that is primarily derived from the structural fabric of timber-framed 
buildings; its burnt nature may potentially indicate the fate of at least one such 
structure at the site. The majority of the burnt clay was recovered from Saxo-Norman 
deposits (the 3=1 fragments recovered from 14th century layer F.280 are very likely to 
have been redeposited) and all of the material was derived from Soakaway 1 in Area 
3. It comprises: 
 

F.251 (11th century in date): two fragments of burnt clay, weighing 357g, were recovered from 
lower fill [2252] <1731>; they consist of dense pale cream clay with occasional small gravel 
inclusions and occasional straw impressions that are 42mm thick and have been smoothed-off on 
one face. In addition, two further fragments, weighing 61g, were recovered from upper fill [2250] 
<1871>; they consist of identical material and are 14mm thick. 

 

F.280 [2156] <1684> (14th century in date): 3=1 fragments of burnt clay, weighing 38g, were 
recovered; they consist of dense pale brown heat-affected clay with occasional small gravel 
inclusions and frequent straw impressions that are 14mm thick. 

 

F.285 [2200] <1855> (11th/12th century in date): one fragment of burnt clay, weighing 18g, was 
recovered; this consists of dense pale off-white clay with occasional small gravel inclusions and 
occasional straw impressions that is 23mm thick and has been smoothed-off on one face. 

 

Stucco assessment 
A single stucco fragment, weighing 57g, was recovered. This was derived from a 16th 
century feature that also contained at least three fragments of moulded stone that had 
been reused as post-packing (<1673> - see moulded stone assessment report) and 51 
fragments of human bone representing a minimum of eight individuals; it may 
therefore represent part of a clearance event associated with the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries in the mid 16th century. The moulded plaster itself, which depicts part of 
a Gothic tracery, is most probably of late Medieval or early Post-Medieval date and is 
likely to have been derived from an ecclesiastical context. 

 

F.204 [2127] <1671>: a sub-rectangular fine white moulded plaster fragment, which measures 
95mm+ long by 59mm+ wide by 34mm thick and weighs 57g. Two partial faces are present, each 
depicting a Gothic arch with complicated internal tracery (neither face is complete). Traces of pale 
lilac paint survive on each face, although this may have become discoloured over time. 

 

Shell assessment 
In total, 130 shell fragments (weighing 1941g) were retained from the excavations at 
the St. John’s Triangle site. Although many features contained small quantities of 
shell (consisiting primarily of oyster, with much smaller amounts of mussel and 
cockle), no large or significant groups were encountered. This is in direct contrast to 
other Cambridge sites, such as Grand Arcade and Bradwell’s Court, where groups of 
over 100 individuals are known (Cessford 2007, 474; Newman 2006, 93). Therefore, 
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only the largest and/or most interesting assemblage from each of the five main periods 
at the St. John’s Triangle site is detailed below: 
 

F.180 [1343] <1187> (Roman - 2nd/3rd century in date): six fragments of oyster shell, weighing 
148g, were recovered; they represent a minimum number of three individuals, and measure 82mm 
in diameter on average. 

 

F.247 [2230] <1723> (Saxo-Norman - 11th/12th century in date): 25 fragments of oyster shell, 
weighing 395g, were recovered; they represent a minimum number of nine individuals, and 
measure 76mm in diameter on average. 

 

F.197 [1314] <1590> (Medieval - 15th century in date): 24 fragments of oyster shell, weighing 
95g, were recovered; they represent a minimum number of 11 individuals, and measure 47mm in 
diameter on average. 

 

F.222 [2087] <2035> (Post-Medieval - 16th century in date): 19 fragments of oyster shell, 
weighing 36g, were recovered; they represent a minimum number of nine individuals, and measure 
50mm in diameter on average. 
F.553 [2173] <1702> (Modern - late 18th century in date): two fragments of oyster shell, weighing 
313g, were recovered; they represent a minimum number of one individual, and measure 131mm 
in diameter (thus making them by far the largest recovered from the site). 
 

Cork assessment 
In total, three cork fragments (weighing 2g) were recovered during the excavations at 
the St. John’s Triangle site; however, two of these fragments, <2040> in F.553, bear 
stamped lettering and may alternatively represent mineralised newsprint. 
 

F.526 [1192] <1559> (19th century in date): a near complete cork from a small phial or bottle was 
recovered; it measures 15mm in diameter by 17mm in depth and weighs 1g. 
 

F.553 [2173] <2040> (late 18th century in date): two very small fragments (2=1), stamped 
‘m(c/o)…’, were recovered; they measure <2mm in diameter and weigh <1g. (It is alternatively 
possible that these fragments represent mineralised newsprint as opposed to cork, and it is 
reccomended that they be examined under a high-powered microscope in order to clearly establish 
their nature). 

 

Glass bead assessment 
A minimum of ten glass beads (weighing 1g) were recovered during the excavations 
at the St. John’s Triangle site. All of the beads (<2038>) were derived from sample 
215 of late 18th century cellar backfill deposit F.553 [2173], and two distinct types 
have been identified. The first of these is represented by four solid handblown 
examples, which measure between 2.5mm and 3mm in diameter; they occurred in 
both pinkish red (three examples) and blue (one example) fabrics. The second type is 
represented by a minimum of six heavily oxidised thin-walled ‘hollow’ beads, which 
measure 5mm in diameter on average; these appear to have been handblown as 
spheroidal ‘droplets’ that were subsequently trimmed. All of these latter beads are of a 
consistent (though due to oxidisation, indistinguishable) colour. Although both types 
of bead may have originally been derived from a single necklace or braclet, the very 
mixed nature of the deposit from which they were recovered means that it is at least 
equally likely they represent elements of two separate items. Indeed, given that 
sample 215 represents only a very small proportion of the original deposit, it seems 
probable that a number of other beads were also present within the feature but were 
not recovered. 
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Textile Assessment 

With Judith Cameron 
 

In total, four mineralised textile fragments (weighing 1g) were recovered during the 
excavations at the St. John’s Triangle site; all of these fragments (<2039>) were 
derived from sample 215 of late 18th century cellar backfill deposit [2173] F.553. 
They represent elements of a finely woven undyed cotton (Gossypium spp.) fabric, 
although – as they range between only 2mm and 4mm in diameter – little further 
imformation regarding the original nature of the textile may be discerned. 
 

Worked clay assessment 
A single worked clay object (weighing 4g) was recovered during the excavations at 
the St. John’s Triangle site. This artefact, <1606>, comprises a yellowish cream 
marble with swirls of blue and red clay that measures 16mm in diameter. It was 
recovered from 19th/early 20th century garden planting bed F.200 [2000]. 
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Part II: Building materials 

Moulded stone assessment 
By Mark Samuel 
 

In total six fragments of moulded stone, weighing 41.78kg, were recovered from the 
St. John’s Triangle site. This small assemblage includes two fragments of probable 
Saxo-Norman date that were recovered from secondary Medieval contexts. They 
consist of:  
 

<1951>: a greatly weathered ashlar block, which was recovered from [4063] = [4066] F.445 (a 
13th/14th century context). This bears numerous tool marks, illustrating that it was originally 
trimmed into shape with an adze; it was subsequently adapted into a post pad via the addition of a 
shallow sub-circular depression to its upper surface. It measures 287mm by 140mm by 208mm in 
extent, weighs 14.9g and dates to c.1070-1200. 
 

<1593>: a broken (and possibly burnt) ashlar fragment, which was recovered from [1316] F.176 (a 
15th century context). It is composed of the same material as <1951>, but was recovered from 
some distance away in Area 1. It measures 203mm by 137mm by 84mm in extent, weighs 1.9kg 
and probably dates to c.1070-1200. 
 

In addition, two fragments of Medieval masonry were also recovered, although they 
were reused within a later structure and may possibly have been imported to the site 
specifically for this purpose. They consist of: 

 

<1879> and <1880>:  two ketton stone coping fragments, which were both reused in the footings 
of 18th century wall [3059]. The degree of pitch of the first piece, at 76o, indicates that this element 
once formed the junction between a parapet coping and a gable. It contains a keyed surface on one 
bed only and its abraded state and mortar covering indicates re-use, perhaps on more than one 
occasion. The second element was most probably derived from the same horizontal run of coping, 
and presumably comprised the top of a crenellation or the base of a merlon. The former fragment 
measures 322mm by 128mm by 225mm in extent and weighs 11.7kg, whilst the latter measures 
210mm by 312mm by 140mm in extent and weighs 9.3kg; both date to c.1300-1400. 
 

Finally, two fragments of Post-Medieval masonry were recovered. These were again 
reused within a secondary context, and may similarly have been imported from 
outside the St. John’s Triangle area. They consist of: 

 

<1673>: two ketton stone weathering or coping fragments (2 = 1, although they don’t refit), which 
were reused as packing within posthole [2131] F.204 (a 16th century context). In combination, they 
measure 372mm by 152mm by 48mm in extent and weigh 3.98kg; they are of uncertain Post-
Medieval date. 

 
Conclusion 
 

The recovery of fragments <1951> and <1593> demonstrates the presence of at least 
one stone building in the near vicinity of the site during the Saxo-Norman period (an 
interpretation that is confirmed by contemporary documentary sources). 
Unfortunately, given the limited amount of material present and the secondary nature 
of the contexts from which it was recovered, nothing can be determined of the 
original form or extent of this structure (or structures). Similarly, the reuse of 
Medieval fragments <1879> and <1880>, as well as Post-Medieval fragments 
<1673>, hinders any detailed interpretation of their initial point of origin; indeed, 
since all four of these fragments were re-employed in features of Post-Dissolution 
date, they may have been derived from any one of a number of sources scattered 
across the town (or perhaps even further afield). 
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Ceramic Building Materials assessment 

By Philip Mills  

Introduction 
A total of 208 fragments of ceramic building materials (CBM), weighing 60.3 kg, 
were retained during the excavations at the St. John’s Triangle site; of these, 180 
fragments were derived from stratified contexts. Methodologically, the material was 
examined by context and was separated into different fabrics (based on a 50 times 
magnification examination of fresh breaks using a USB microscope) and forms, as 
well as being further grouped by the presence of features such as sooting, glaze or 
mortar. It was then catalogued on an Access 2000 database, where the following 
attributes were recorded: fabric, form type, form code, weight (in g), number of 
fragments, number of corners, complete width or length measurements (in mm), 
evidence of burning, reuse or mortar, presence of decoration (such as glaze) and any 
further comments. Additional calculations have been made for: a ‘tile equivalent’ 
(TE), a percentage based on the number of corners present; ‘minimum number of tiles 
per context’ (MT), derived by dividing the number of corners present by the number 
of corners for a complete piece; and the mean sherd weight (MSW), calculated by 
dividing total weight of a group by the number of fragments. For the purposes of the 
following discussion, the material has been divided into categories of either brick or 
tile; each of these categories is then examined on a period by period basis. 
 

Dating 
The breakdown of the stratified material by period is shown in Table 36. This 
demonstrates that the greatest concentrations of CBM were derived from contexts 
dating to the Medieval and Post-Medieval periods, with only a small amount of earlier 
fragments being present. However, it must be noted that the restricted depth of many 
of the excavated trenches, allied with their often marginal locations within the 
contemporary property plots, has resulted in material of pre-Medieval date being 
significantly underrepresented in the assemblage. 
 

Period No Wt Cnr MT TE MSW 
N/A 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0.10 
Roman 2% 4% 5% 3% 4% 2.02 
Medieval 21% 11% 5% 13% 6% 0.60 
Post-Medieval 59% 34% 41% 46% 39% 0.57 
Modern 17% 50% 49% 38% 51% 2.88 
Number 180 48525 163 39 2550 269.58 

Table 36: The stratified CBM assemblage divided by period. 

 
Material derived from stratified Roman deposits includes the body sherd of a probable 
tegula from ditch/pit F.188; this is in Horningsea fabric, and thus dates from around 
the mid 2nd to late 3rd century AD. There were also a couple of examples of residual 
Roman tegula, made both in the same Horningsea fabric as well as in another local 
variant. Although a small number of tile fragments were recovered from Saxo-
Norman contexts, these appear to represent intrusive Medieval material (which was 
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probably introduced during the occasionally somewhat destructive procedure of 
lowering the shoring within a deep excavation). Finally, the stratified Medieval 
material itself includes a number of examples of early glazed Ely roof tiles – in pit 
fills F.439, F.129 and F.412 – which were probably derived from an early 12th to 14th 
century high status building. A wide range of features of Post-Medieval date also 
included residual examples of early Ely roof tile fabrics, which had primarily been 
incorporated into the fills of pits. 
 

Taphonomy 
The context types have been grouped into generalised classes (cf. Booth 2000; Mills 
2006b), and the proportions of material from each class are shown in Table 37. This 
data is also represented graphically in Figure 49, which shows that the most important 
context types for CBM deposition were walls, pits, floor layers and demolition layers. 
The high percentage of material derived from the walls and floors of structures is 
down to the recovery of numerous complete brick samples from these context types, 
and is reflected by the much higher ratio of weight to number values (as shown in 
Figure 49); Figure 50 is a bar chart of roof tile divided by context type, which 
removes this bias. It shows that most of the roof tile was recovered from pits and 
demolition/backfill dumps. The MSW for all context types is shown in Figure 51, 
although this is again biased by the complete brick samples from walls and floor 
layers. The bar chart of the MSW for roof tile only (Figure 52), however, shows a 
more subtle pattern to the material as the data implies that the largest fragments were 
recovered from construction deposits and post holes. In both these cases, it is 
plausible to suggest that CBM rubble was being deliberately selected to act as 
packing, whereas the smaller sized fragments (which were present in pits, ditches and 
gullies) can be confidently suggested to represent discarded refuse. 
 

Context Class No Wt Cnr MT TE MSW 
Construction layer 3.33% 2.38% 1.23% 2.56% 2.94% 192.17 
Demolition Layer 6.11% 2.60% 11.04% 15.38% 16.67% 114.73 
Ditch 1.11% 0.34%       82 
Floor layer 3.89% 18.19% 20.86% 12.82% 16.67% 1260.9 
Gully 0.56% 0.16%   0.00% 0.00% 78 
Hearth/oven 0.56% 0.01%   0.00% 0.00% 5 
Layer 11.11% 2.93% 1.23% 5.13% 1.96% 71.2 
Pit 67.22% 23.97% 21.47% 38.46% 24.51% 96.116 
Posthole 0.56% 0.45%       218 
Wall 5.56% 48.97% 44.17% 25.64% 37.25% 2376.5 
N/Avg 180 48525 163 39 2550 269.58 

Table 37: The CBM assemblage divided by deposit type. 

 
Comparison of the changing nature of deposition by period is shown in Figure 53. 
Unfortunately, due to the biases present in the initial recovery of the material, 
meaningful comparisons can only be made between assemblages of Medieval, Post-
Medieval and Modern date. The patterns observable during these periods fit well with 
the emerging picture produced by this type of analysis for Medieval and later site 
types, however, and potentially reflects wider changes in urbanism and local 
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industrial activities. In this case, there is a clear transition between Medieval material 
predominately occurring in layers to the later dominance of pits during the Post-
Medieval period (although this may in part reflect broader patterns in the changing 
usage of the space). This pattern is somewhat different to that seen at other 
Cambridge sites, but closely parallels that observed at Berwick (see Mills 2007). The 
complexity of deposition during the Modern period is typical within an urban setting. 
 
 

 

Figure 49: Bar chart of all CBM by number of fragments by context class. 
 
 
 

 

Figure 50: Bar chart of quantities of roof tile by context class. 
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Figure 51: Bar chart of MSW by context class for all CBM. 

 

 

Figure 52: Bar chart of MSW by context class for roof tile only. 
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Figure 53: The CBM by period by deposit type. 

 

Fabrics 
Although full fabric descriptions are given in the fabric catalogue at the end of this 
report, the main material types are quantified in Table 38, with the breakdown by the 
different fabric groups summarised in Table 39. Because the fabrics remain in use 
through the Medieval and Post-Medieval periods, with changes mainly in the 
technology of brick production dating from the 17th and 18th centuries, no attempt 
here is made to separate the fabrics by period until the introduction of industrially 
levigated fabrics in the 19th century. By far the largest constituent of the assemblage is 
Medieval roof tile, although there is also a good sized assemblage of Medieval bricks. 
The breakdown of fabrics by period is summarized in Table 40. The changing 
quantities of the different brick fabrics from the Medieval to the Modern periods are 
shown as a bar chart in Figure 51. This indicates a shift away from fabrics LZ42.3 and 
LZ42.5 in the Late Medieval period, and the clear importance of LZ15.2 for the Post-
Medieval period. The relative variation in roof tile fabrics from the Medieval to 
Modern periods is shown in Figure 52, which demonstrates a gradually expanding 
range of fabrics (albeit reducing in numbers over time). 
 
 

Ware No Wt Cnr MT TE 

Roman Tile 1.4% 0.9% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Medieval Brick 20.2% 66.0% 68.3% 42.0% 52.6% 

Medieval Tile 73.1% 22.9% 16.5% 44.0% 29.6% 

Modern Brick 1.0% 8.3% 4.9% 4.0% 5.9% 

Modern Tile 4.3% 1.9% 10.4% 10.0% 11.9% 

Number 208 60283 164 50 3372 

Table 38: Material types identified from the site. 
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Fabric No Wt Cnr MT TE 
LZ142.2 1.1% 10.4% 9.8% 5.1% 7.8% 
LZ15 2.8% 16.9% 12.3% 7.7% 9.8% 
LZ15.2 7.8% 7.1% 11.0% 7.7% 8.8% 
LZ 42 1.1% 0.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
LZ 42.2 3.9% 29.2% 27.0% 15.4% 23.5% 
LZ 42.3 2.2% 6.0% 8.6% 10.3% 7.8% 
LZ 42.5 2.2% 4.1% 4.9% 2.6% 3.9% 
LZ 43 1.1% 4.6% 4.9% 2.6% 3.9% 
T18 0.6% 0.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
T51 1.1% 0.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
TZ101 5.0% 2.4% 10.4% 12.8% 15.7% 
TZ 15 17.2% 6.0% 4.9% 15.4% 7.8% 
TZ 15.2 6.7% 0.8% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
TZ 17 10.6% 3.3% 0.6% 2.6% 1.0% 
TZ 21 0.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
TZ 21.1 3.3% 0.5% 1.2% 5.1% 2.0% 
TZ 22 6.1% 1.8% 0.6% 2.6% 1.0% 
TZ 22.2 1.7% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
TZ 23 10.6% 1.9% 1.2% 2.6% 2.0% 
TZ 42.2 3.9% 2.7% 2.5% 7.7% 4.9% 
TZ 42.3 4.4% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
TZ 42.5 3.3% 0.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
TZ 43 0.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
TZ 43.1 1.7% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
TZ 51 0.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Number 180 48525 163 39 2550 

Table 39: The CBM assemblage divided by fabric. 

 
 

Fabric Period No Wt Cnr MT TE% 
LZ142.2 Modern 2 5029 16 2 200 
LZ 15 Medieval 2 2079 4 1 50 
LZ 15 Modern 2 3626 8 1 100 
LZ 15 Post-Med 1 2490 8 1 100 
LZ 15.2 Post-Med 13 3361 18 3 225 
LZ 15.2 Saxo-Norman 1 95   0 0 
LZ 42 Roman  2 137       
LZ 42.2 Modern 4 9963 28 4 400 
LZ 42.2 Post-Med 2 4101 16 2 200 
LZ 42.2 Saxon (I) 1 115       
LZ 42.3 Medieval 2 93 2 2 50 
LZ 42.3 Post-Med 2 2801 12 2 150 
LZ 42.5 Medieval 2 10   0 0 
LZ 42.5 Modern 1 84   0 0 
LZ 42.5 Roman 1 1893 8 1 100 
LZ 43 Modern 1 2247 8 1 100 

Table 40: Fabrics by period. (I indicates intrusive material). 
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Fabric Period No Wt Cnr MT TE% 
LZ 43 Post-Med 1 2   0 0 
T18 Medieval 1 162   0 0 
T51 Medieval 1 218       
T51 Roman 1 144       
TZ101 Modern 9 1152 17 5 400 
TZ 15 Medieval 3 745 1 1 25 
TZ 15 Modern 7 779       
TZ 15 Post-Med 21 1376 7 5 175 
TZ 15.2 Medieval 1 41   0 0 
TZ 15.2 Post-Med 10 205   0 0 
TZ 15.2 Saxo-Norman (I) 1 138   0 0 
TZ 17 Medieval 3 900   0 0 
TZ 17 Post-Med 16 695 1 1 25 
TZ 21 Post-Med 1 12   0 0 
TZ 21.1 Medieval 2 37       
TZ 21.1 Post-Med 4 222 2 2 50 
TZ 22 Medieval 2 274   0 0 
TZ 22 Modern 2 287   0 0 
TZ 22 Post-Med 7 331 1 1 25 
TZ 22.2 Medieval 1 64       
TZ 22.2 Post-Med 2 27   0 0 
TZ 23 Medieval 1 186       
TZ 23 Post-Med 18 718 2 1 50 
TZ 42.2 Medieval 3 423 1 1 25 
TZ 42.2 Modern 3 882 3 2 100 
TZ 42.2 Post-Med 1 5   0 0 
TZ 42.3 Post-Med 1 28       
TZ 42.3 Post-Med 7 24   0 0 
TZ 42.5 Medieval 6 189   0 0 
TZ 43 Medieval 1 1   0 0 
TZ 43.1 Medieval 2 99   0 0 
TZ 43.1 Post-Med 1 12   0 0 
TZ 51 Medieval 1 23   0 0 

Table 40: Fabrics by period, continued. (I indicates intrusive material). 

 
Figure 54: Brick quantities by number of fragments for the Medeival to Modern periods. 
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Figure 55: Tile quantities by number of fragments for the Medeival to Modern periods. 

 

Medieval Bricks 

Eastern Counties Medieval Bricks (11%) 

These fabrics are commonly found throughout Cambridgeshire, Lincolnshire and 
Norfolk, and may be the product of more than one source.  
 

LZ15 (2.8%) 

This is a friable red sandy fabric. LZ15 is an important source throughout the periods 
represented on this site, with LZ15.2 becoming more important in later periods.  
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

LZ15 B1.1 A handmade sand moulded brick, 
measuring c.250x110x75 mm with 
irregular surfaces, having fairly 
uneven rounded arises, often with 
abundant straw impressions on 
base, and moderate straw 
impressions on sides, and 
horizontal pressure marks along top 
surface 

3 7525 20 250 3 12th to 
14th 
century? 

LZ15 B2.4 This is a frogged brick with straight 
sharp regular arrises and smooth 
outer surface. It has dimensions of 
220x108x50 mm. 

1 449  0 0 18th 
century+ 

Table 41: LZ15 form catalogue. 
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LZ15.2 (7.8%) 

This is a higher fired, and possibly later, variant of LZ15. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

LZ15.2 B1.1 A slop moulded brick with dimensions 
of 220x100x45mm. It has fairly 
regular faces with occasional creasing, 
with fairly sharp arrises. 

2 4735 16 200 2 16th 
century+ 

Table 42: LZ15.2 form catalogue. 

 

Ely Products  
These are bricks manufactured in the Ely region, in red yellow and mottled colours, 
depending on the clay source used (Lucas 1993).  These are half as common as the 
‘eastern counties’ bricks, and are most prevalent during the Medieval period.  
 

LZ42.2 (1.1%) 

This is a yellow sandy Ely fabric with common shell, from a Gault clay source, 
possibly containing pockets of Kimmeridge clay. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

LZ42.2 B2.1 A slop moulded brick with dimensions 
of 220x105x62mm. It has very regular 
faces with very regular sharp arrises. 

6 14064 36 600 6 16th 
century+ 

Table 43: LZ42.2 form catalogue. 

 

LZ42.3 (2.2%) 

This is a buff/dark yellow variant with a fine fracture, from a Gault clay source. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

LZ42.3 B1.1 A slop moulded brick with dimensions 
of 220x100x45 mm. It has fairly 
regular faces with occasional creasing, 
with fairly sharp arrises. 

1 1143 4 50 1 16th 
century+ 

LZ42.3 B4.2 This is a hand made slop moulded 
brick with fairly rounded irregular 
arrises. Slight bow in body and 
dimensions of 205x110x50mm, with 
smoothed top and sides and a sandy 
base. 

1 1658 8 100 1 16th 
century+ 

Table 44: LZ42.3 form catalogue. 

 

LZ42.5 (2.2%) 

This is a light red Ely product, probably from a Kimmeridge clay source. 



 248

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

LZ42.5 B2.2 This is a hand made slop moulded 
brick, with dimensions of 210x110x 
45mm. It has fairly straight irregular 
arrises. 

1 1893 8 100 1 16th 
century+ 

LZ42.5 B4.2 This is a hand made slop moulded 
brick with fairly rounded irregular 
arrises. Slight bow in body and 
dimensions of 205x110x50mm, with 
smoothed top and sides and a sandy 
base. 

1 2298 8 100 1 16th 
century+ 

Table 45: LZ42.5 form catalogue. 

 

LZ43 (1.1%) 

This is a red brick, from an alluvial clay source. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

LZ43 B2.4 This is a frogged brick with straight 
sharp regular arrises and smooth 
outer surface. It has dimensions of 
220x108x50mm. 

1 2247 8 100 1 18th 
century+ 

Table 46: LZ43 form catalogue. 

 

Modern Bricks 
These are modern standard machine made bricks. 
 

LZ142.2 (1.1%) 

This is a yellow sandy machine made brick manufactured locally. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

LZ142.2 B2.4 This is a frogged brick with straight 
sharp regular arrises and smooth outer 
surface. It has dimensions of 220x108 
x50 mm. 

1 2673 8 100 1 19th 
century+ 

LZ142.2 B2.1 This is a machine made brick with 
dimensions of 220x107x70mm. 

1 2356 8 100 1 19th 
century+ 

Table 47: LZ142.2 form catalogue. 

 

Roman Tile  

The Roman roof tile material recovered from the St. John’s Triangle site primarily 
occurred as residual fragments in much later contexts. However, although the overall 
quantity is low and imbrices are notably absent, the limited degree to which in situ 
deposits were available for excavation means that this pattern may be highly 
unrepresentative.  
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T18 Cambridge Tile (0.6%) 

This is a red fabric commonly found in the environs of the city. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

T18 FRR1/2 A tegula with a flange that has a 
flat outer edge with hand moulded 
internal edges vertical to internal 
surface and sloping upwards. 

1 162 0 0 0 2nd to 
late 3rd 
century 

Table 48: T18 form catalogue. 

 

T51 Horningsea Roof Tile (1.1%) 

This is a red sandy fabric that is related to the Horningsea Pottery industry, having a 
similar spatial and chronological distribution. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

T51 FSS1/1 A tegula with straight wire or wood 
moulded flange. 

1 218    2nd to 
late 3rd 
century 

Table 49: T51 form catalogue. 

 

Early Ely Tiles  
These tiles are in a fabric sometimes described as ‘Grimston type’ or ‘soft Grimston’ 
type.  They tend to be high fired with reduced surfaces and core, and with a green 
glaze over the ridge tiles. They are an early product and were exported all around the 
eastern coast, with examples being found as far north as Newcastle in the 13th and 14th 
century (Mills 2006c; Mills 2006d). They were frequently used for the roofs of high 
status, often ecclesiastical, buildings between the 12th to 15th centuries. 
 

TZ21 (0.6%) 

This is a yellow fabric with a grey core, with common sand inclusions. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

TZ21.1 PT1.0 This is a peg tile with a rounded peg 
hole. 

1 199 1 25 1 12th to-
15th 
century 

TZ21.1 PT1.2 This is a peg tile with a single circular 
peg hole in the upper central part of the 
tile. 

6 770  100 1 12th to-
15th 
century 

Table 50: TZ21 form catalogue. 

 

TZ22 (6.1%) 

This is a red fabric with a dark core and common lime inclusions. 
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Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

TZ22 RT1.4 This is a crested ridge tile with an 
angular fan crest. 

1 131  0 0 12th to-
15th 
century 

TZ22 RT2.0 This is a crested ridge tile, with the 
crest broken off. 

1 181  0 0 12th to-
15th 
century 

Table 51: TZ22 form catalogue. 

 

TZ22.2 (1.7%) 

This is a darker variant of TZ22 with more abundant lime and sand. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

TZ22.2 RT1.2 This is a crested ridge tile with a 
blunt spike crest. 

1 152    12th to-
15th 
century 

Table 52: TZ22.2 form catalogue. 

 

Later Ely Products  
These are the products of the later Ely industries after the fifteenth century. It is of 
note here that the majority of the products identified were in red fabrics, with yellow 
forms only present in the decorated piece in TZ42.2. 
 

TZ43 (3.3%) 

This is a red Ely alluvial clay fabric. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

TZ43 PT1.2 This is a peg tile with a single circular 
peg hole. 

1 881 4 100 1 13th/14th 
century+ 

 Table 53: TZ43 form catalogue. 

 

TZ43.1 (1.7%) 

This is a coarse variant of TZ43, which is a red alluvial clay product. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

TZ43.1 PT1.0 This is a peg tile with circular peg 
holes 

2 99  0 0 13th/14th 
century+ 

Table 54: TZ43.1 form catalogue. 
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TZ42.2 (3.9%) 

This is a yellow Ely Gault clay fabric. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

TZ42.2 O1.1 This is a moulded plaque with two 
stylised circular motifs on the top of 
the piece. 

3 1121  97 2 19th 
century+ 

Table 55: TZ42.2 form catalogue. 

 

Medieval and later roof tile 

Eastern Counties Medieval roof tile (56%) 

The fabrics in this group are common throughout Cambridgeshire and Lincolnshire 
and constitute a continuum of oxidized very red and sandy fabrics, which seem to 
have developed from an earlier industry producing floor tiles (in the LZ15 range). The 
most likely impetus for the development of this industry was the expansion in the use 
of roof tile in urban centres during the 15th century; largely as a means of reducing 
fire hazards (cf. Salzman 1952). There is some evidence to suggest that the products 
became increasingly controlled over time, although the St. John’s Triangle 
assemblage is too small for the theory to be tested here.  
 

TZ15 (17.2%) 

This fabric appears to have been first used for roof tile in the 15th century, and 
continued as an important source up to the present day. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

TZ15 PT1.0 A peg tile with circular peg holes. 2 226 2 50 2 15th 
century+ 

TZ15 PT1.1 A peg tile with two round peg holes on 
the top outer margins of a rectangular 
clay plate, measuring 270x165x14mm. 

6 866 5 125 3 15th 
century+ 

TZ15 PT1.2 This is a peg tile with a single circular 
peg hole in the upper central part of the 
tile. 

6 832  100 1 15th 
century+ 

TZ15 RT1.0 A ridge tile. 1 714  25 1  15th 
century+ 

TZ15 PAN1.1 This is a pan tile. 17th century+ 7 779    17th 
century+ 

Table 56: TZ15 form catalogue. 

 

TZ15.2 (6.7%) 

There were no products identified in this fabric. 
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TZ17 (10.6%) 

This is a hard red fabric, often with a grey core. It probably represents a high fired 
version of TZ15. 
 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

TZ17 PT1.2 A peg tile with a single round peg hole. 1 896 4 100 1 15th 
century+ 

Table 57: TZ17 form catalogue. 

 

TZ23.2 (10.6%)  

This is an oxidized lime rich later fabric, from an unknown source. No complete 
forms were identified in this fabric, beyond fragments of flat roof tile. 
 

Modern Tile  

TZ51 (0.6%) 

This is a modern fabric used in the manufacture of drain pipe. 
 

TZ101 (5%) 

This is a modern high fired white wall tile. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Description No Wt Cnr TE% MT Date 

TZ101 WT1.1 A wall tile with dimensions of 155 
x 80 x 15mm 

9 1152 17 400 5 19th 
century+ 

Table 58: TZ101 form catalogue. 

 

Forms by period 
The quantities of the different forms by period are given in Table 59. Unfortunately, 
the sample size represented by the material recovered from St. John’s Triangle is too 
small to add new refinements to the current dating of developments in typology over 
the Medieval and Post-Medieval periods. 
 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Period No Wt Cnr MT TE% 

LZ142.2 B2.1 Modern 1 2356 8 1 100 
LZ142.2 B2.4 Modern 1 2673 8 1 100 
LZ15 B1.1 Medieval 1 1858 4 1 50 
LZ15 B1.1 Modern 1 3177 8 1 100 
LZ15 B1.1 Post-Med 1 2490 8 1 100 
LZ15 B2.4 Modern 1 449   0 0 
LZ15.2 B1.1 Post-Med 1 2339 8 1 100 
LZ42.2 B2.1 Modern 4 9963 28 4 400 
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LZ42.2 B2.1 Post-Med 2 4101 16 2 200 
LZ42.3 B1.1 Post-Med 1 1143 4 1 50 
LZ42.3 B4.2 Post-Med 1 1658 8 1 100 
LZ42.5 B2.2 Roman 1 1893 8 1 100 

Table 59: Proportion of forms by period. 

Fabric Form 
Code 

Period No Wt Cnr MT TE% 

LZ43 B2.4 Modern 1 2247 8 1 100 
T18 FRR1/2 Medieval 1 162   0 0 
T51 FSS1/1 Medieval 1 218       
TZ101 WT1.1 Modern 9 1152 17 5 400 
TZ15 Pan1.1 Modern 7 779       
TZ15 PT1.0 Post-Med 2 226 2 2 50 
TZ15 PT1.1 Post-Med 6 866 5 3 125 
TZ15 RT1.0 Medieval 1 714 1 1 25 
TZ17 RT1.1 Medieval 1 827   0 0 
TZ21.1 PT1.0 Post-Med 1 199 1 1 25 
TZ22 RT1.4 Post-Med 1 131   0 0 
TZ22 RT2.0 Medieval 1 181   0 0 
TZ42.2 O1.1 Modern 2 856 2 1 75 
TZ43.1 PT1.0 Medieval 2 99   0 0 

Table 59: Proportion of forms by period, continued. 

 

Sooting 
The amount of burnt material in the assemblage is shown in Table 60. This material 
was entirely recovered from Post-Medieval deposits, and was mainly derived from 
reused hearth of oven deposits. The percentages present at St. John’s Triangle fall 
within the typical range seen for assemblages of this period. 
 

  No W Cnr MT TE MSW 
Sooting 2.78% 6.04% 7.98% 10.26% 7.84% 586.6 

N/ Avg 180 48525 163 39 2550 269.58 

Table 60: Burning by period. 

 

Function 
The breakdown of the assemblage by functional types is shown in Table 61, below. 
The assemblage is a little too small for wide ranging interpretations to be 
satisfactorily derived from it, although it is notable that the proportion of ridge tile to 
flat tile is relatively high (possibly suggesting that at least one early building had 
ceramic ridge tiles surmounting a roof made from some other material). 
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Brick 
Type 

No Wt Cnr MT TE MSW 

B/T 0.7% 21.7% 0.6% 2.6% 1.0% 9.18 
Brick 76.1% 12.8% 72.4% 43.6% 59.8% 1605.09 
Floor Tile 2.1% 2.8% 6.1% 7.7% 5.9% 204.60 
Other 1.8% 1.1% 1.2% 2.6% 2.9% 428.00 
Pan Tile 1.6% 3.9% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 111.29 
Ridge Tile 4.5% 3.3% 0.6% 2.6% 1.0% 362.50 
Tegula 1.1% 2.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 135.25 
Tile 9.7% 47.2% 8.6% 28.2% 13.7% 55.58 
Wall Tile 2.4% 5.0% 10.4% 12.8% 15.7% 128.00 

N/ Avg 48525 180 163 39 2550 269.58 

Table 61: Functional breakdown. 

 

Discussion 
The material recovered from St. John’s Triangle represents a reasonably sized 
assemblage of CBM for a site located in the centre of Cambridge. Indeed, because the 
potential of CBM studies has only recently begun to be realized, the analysis of this 
group has yielded useful information with regards to the products of the Medieval and 
later industries, the date and range of the different products and the changing 
importance of different suppliers. It has also provided useful comparative data with 
regards to the pattern of deposition of CBM within the archaeological record. The 
earliest ceramic building materials identified at the site were Roman in origin, 
although the limited degree to which in situ contexts of this period were available for 
excavation severely hinders interpretation of the small (and primarily residual) 
assemblage that was recovered. Of more relevance, therefore, are the well stratified 
fragments of 12th to 15th century green-glazed roof tiles from Ely; these would 
probably have been used on the roofs of high status structures, where many appear to 
have remained (or had at least been reused) up until the 16th century. This evidence 
agrees with documentary references that cite properties at the St. John’s Triangle site 
as the residences of a number of prosperous merchants (such as goldsmiths, etc.) 
during the Medieval period. By the 16th century, the majority of roofing material in 
use at the site consisted of red tiles and many of the structures also appear to have 
been primarily constructed from bricks in reddish fabrics. The homogenous nature of 
the colour of bricks from this assemblage is therefore somewhat at variance with the 
pattern that is emerging as the norm for other sites around Medieval and later 
Cambridge, where the mixed use of red and yellow CBM was more common.  
 
Because the majority of the excavated trenches were situated towards the rear of the 
Medieval property plots, at some remove from the main locus of contemporary 
occupation, the increase in (and change in depositional context of) CBM during the 
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Post-Medieval period indicates the gradual expansion of structures at the site to 
occupy almost all of the previously available space. 
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Fabric Catalogue: detailed CBM fabric descriptions 
Concordances to fabric descriptions in Mills 2006b are given. 
 

Fabric Description No Wt Cnr MT TE 

LZ142.2 This is a modern machine made hard yellow 
fabric with an irregular fracture and sandy feel. 
It has moderate inclusions of lime and grey 
stone. 

2 5029 8 2 200 

LZ15 A red (Munsell: 2.5YR5/8) hard sandy feel 
irregular fracture, with inclusions of moderate 
poorly-sorted medium to coarse  sub angular 
black iron stone, abundant poorly-sorted fine 
sub angular quartz (Mills 2006b, Ely 30, Ely 
Kimmeridge fabric? Lucas 1993). 

6 8334 24 3 300 

LZ15.2 A red (Munsell: 2.5YR5/8) hard sandy feel 
irregular fracture, with inclusions of moderate 
well-sorted medium sub angular black iron 
stone, abundant well-sorted fine sub angular 
quartz, abundant moderately-sorted medium 
sub angular shell. 

15 5852 26 4 325 

LZ42 A yellow (Munsell: 2.5YR8/6) soft sandy feel 
irregular fracture, with inclusions of sparse 
well-sorted medium sub angular grog, and 
sparse well-sorted medium sub angular 
limestone (Mills 2006b, Ely 19). Low countries 
'Flemish' brick fabric. 

2 137    

LZ42.2 A very pale brown with pale yellow margins 
(Munsell: 10YR8/4 2.5YR7/3) hard granular 
feel irregular fracture, with inclusions of 
abundant moderately sorted medium sub 
angular shell and moderate moderately-sorted 
medium angular voids (Mills 2006b, Ely 2). 

8 2006 36 7 622 

LZ42.3 This is a buff brick fabric. It is hard with a fine 
fracture and sandy feel. It has inclusions of 
abundant sub angular quartz and red iron stone 
at 0.3mm. 

4 2894 6 4 200 

LZ42.5 A light red core with very pale brown surface 
(Munsell: 2.5YR6/8 10YR7/5) hard smooth feel 
fine fracture, with inclusions of moderate 
moderately-sorted medium rounded mica and 
sparse moderately-sorted medium sub angular 
quartz (Mills 2006b, Ely 5). 

5 4285 8 2 200 

LZ43 A dark reddish brown with grey surface 
(Munsell: 5YR3/4 5YR4/1) very hard smooth 
feel fine fracture, with inclusions of abundant 
moderately sorted coarse sub angular limestone, 
abundant well-sorted fine rounded mica and 
sparse poorly sorted medium sub angular 
quartz. (Mills 2006b Ely 10, Ely alluvial clay 
product Lucas 1993). 

2 2249 8 1 100 

T18 An oxidised tile fabric. It is red with a black 
core. It is very hard with a slightly irregular 
fracture and harsh feel. It has inclusions of 
moderate rounded quartz and occasional lime. 
Made in Cambridgeshire; also found in Cherry 
Hinton (Mills 2001) 

1 162  0 0 
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T51 An oxidised Roman Fabric. This is equivalent 
to Horningsea fabric. It is hard with an irregular 
fracture and sandy feel. It has a grey core with 
brownish red margins and surfaces. It has 
inclusions of moderate quartz (0.3mm) and 
occasional silver mica. 

2 362    

TZ101 Delftware tile. A white decorative tile fabric. 
Decorated with a floral blue motif. 

9 1152 17 5 400 

TZ15 A red (Munsell: 2.5YR5/8) hard sandy feel 
irregular fracture, with inclusions of moderate 
well-sorted medium sub angular black iron 
stone, abundant well-sorted fine sub angular 
quartz, abundant moderately-sorted medium 
sub angular shell. (Mills 2006b Ely 30, Lucas 
1993 Ely Kimmeridge fabric).  

39 5681 12 9 375 

TZ 15.2  A red (Munsell: 2.5YR5/8) hard sandy feel 
irregular fracture, with inclusions of moderate 
well-sorted medium sub angular black iron 
stone, abundant well-sorted fine sub angular 
quartz, abundant moderately-sorted medium 
sub angular shell  (Mills 2006b, Ely ?). 

12 384  0 0 

TZ 17 This is a red fabric with a grey core having 
common lime inclusions, used for making peg 
and hip tiles (Mills 2006b, Ely 222/Ely 30; 
Lucas 1993, Ely Gault fabric). Equal to TZ23? 

19 1664 5 2 125 

TZ 21 This is a yellow (10YR7/6) fabric with a grey 
core. It is very hard with an irregular fracture 
and a sandy feel. It has inclusions of common 
rounded poorly sorted white and cream quartz 
at 0.3 mm. Related to TZ22. An early Ely 
fabric. 

1 12  0 0 

TZ 21.1 This is probably a variant of TZ21 with red 
surfaces and less lime inclusions. It is red with 
a black core. It is hard, with an irregular 
fracture and sandy feel. It has inclusions of 
common to abundant voids and occasional 
poorly sorted white lime at 1mm. An early Ely 
fabric. 

13 1149 2 3 150 

TZ 22 A red margin with dark reddish grey core 
(Munsell: 2.5YR8/2 2.5YR5/6) hard soapy feel 
irregular fracture, with inclusions of moderate 
poorly-sorted coarse rounded grog, moderate 
poorly-sorted coarse sub angular limestone, 
abundant well-sorted fine rounded quartz. An 
early Ely fabric. 

11 892 1 1 25 

TZ 22.2 A very dark grey with reddish yellow surface 
(Munsell: 5YR3/1 5YR7/6) hard sandy feel 
irregular fracture, with inclusions of sparse 
moderately-sorted medium sub angular 
limestone and sparse moderately-sorted 
medium sub angular quartz. An early Ely 
fabric? (Mills 2006b, Ely 13?). 

5 422 1 1 25 

TZ 23 This is a red fabric with a grey core having 
common lime inclusions (Mills 2006b, Ely 
222). 

19 904 2 1 50 

TZ 42.2 A very pale brown with pale yellow margins 
(Munsell: 10YR8/4 2.5YR7/3) hard granular 
feel irregular fracture, with inclusions of 
abundant moderately sorted medium sub 

11 2006 4 4 175 
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angular shell and moderate moderately-sorted 
medium angular voids (Mills 2006b, Ely 2). 

TZ 42.3 This is a buff tile fabric. It is hard with a fine 
fracture and sandy feel. It has inclusions of 
abundant sub angular quartz and red iron stone 
at 0.3mm. 

8 52  0 0 

TZ 42.5 A light red core with very pale brown surface 
(Munsell: 2.5YR6/8 10YR7/5) hard smooth feel 
fine fracture, with inclusions of moderate 
moderately-sorted medium rounded mica, 
sparse moderately-sorted medium sub angular 
quartz, moderate moderately-sorted medium 
sub rounded shell and moderate poorly-sorted 
medium angular voids (Mills 2006b Ely 5; Ely 
Alluvial Clay Lucas 1993). 

6 189  0 0 

TZ 43 A dark reddish brown with grey surface 
(Munsell: 5YR3/4 5YR4/1) very hard smooth 
feel fine fracture, with inclusions of abundant 
moderately sorted coarse sub angular limestone, 
abundant well-sorted fine rounded mica and 
sparse poorly sorted medium sub angular 
quartz. (Mills 2006b Ely 10, Ely Alluvial Clay 
Lucas 1993). 

2 882 4 1 100 

TZ 43.1 A coarser over fired variant of TZ43. It is red 
with patches of yellow with a grey core. It has 
inclusions of abundant clay pellets, black iron 
stone and occasional lime. 

4 296  0 0 

TZ 51 This is modern fabric, being yellow with coarse 
lime inclusions, used for drains (Mills 2006b, 
Ely 31). 

1 23  0 0 

TZ 71 A very dark grey with reddish yellow surface 
(Munsell: 5YR3/1 5YR7/6) hard sandy feel 
irregular fracture, with inclusions of sparse 
moderately-sorted medium sub angular 
limestone, sparse moderately-sorted medium 
sub angular quartz, sparse poorly-sorted coarse 
sub rounded shell. This fabric would be similar 
to one observed in Boston, Lincolnshire, Kings 
Lynn, Norfolk and Wainsfleet, Lincolnshire, 
where it has been dated to 14th-15th century 
AD and was used for peg tiles, ridge tiles and 
floor tiles (Mills 2006b, Ely 13). 

1 827  0 0 
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Part III: Zoological and environmental remains 

Human Bone assessment report 
By Natasha Dodwell 

Introduction 
3531 fragments of human bone, weighing 137.82kg, were recovered from the St. 
John’s Triangle site. The assemblage entirely consists of disarticulated material, the 
vast majority of which (3287 fragments, weighing 131.14kg) was derived from three 
closely related late 19th/early 20th century deposits in Area 3 (F.200, F.201 and F.202; 
see Table 62, below). A much smaller amount (241 fragments, weighing 6.67kg) was 
derived from 17th century pit F.204. Finally, a very small amount (3 fragments, 
weighing 14g) was derived from 15th century features F.412 and F.444 in Area 4. 
 

 Minimum number of individuals (m.n.i.) calculated by skeletal element 
Skeletal element/ 

body part 

 

F.200 
 

F.201 
 

F.202 
 

F.204 
 

F.412 
 

F.444 

skull 4 22 2 3 0 0 
shoulder girdle 1 6 1 1 0 0 

vertebrae 1 4 2 1 1* 0 
ribs 1 2 1 1 0 0 

right ox coxa 2 31 3 2 0 0 
left ox coxa 1 38 2 4 0 0 

sacrum 0 18 1 0 0 0 
right humerus 8 65 1 5 0 0 

right ulna 1 15 0 2 0 0 
right radius 0 14 0 2 0 0 
left humerus 3 43 3 7 0 0 

left ulna 1 16 0 1 0 0 
left radius 1 8 1 2 0 0 
right femur 13* 88 4* 5 0 0 
right tibia 8 46 0 3 0 0 

right fibula 0 9 0 0 0 0 
left femur 13* 108* 3 8* 0 0 
left tibia 8 47 0 3 0 0 

left fibula 0 3 0 0 0 0 
patella 0 1 0 0 0 0 

hands/feet 0 2 0 1 1* 1* 

Table 62: Minimum number of individuals (m.n.i.) calculated by skeletal element (Key: * = 
highest representative element). 

Methodology 
All of the material was visually scanned and counted, and any animal bone was 
removed. The identified human bone was then separated into skeletal element and, 
where possible, appropriate side and age/sex. Although disarticulated, the bone was 
generally in excellent but fragmentary condition. No complete skulls were recovered 
and most of the dentition had been lost post mortem. Complete limb bones were only 
identified in F.201, although even here the numbers were small (e.g. only 12 of the 
182 adult femora, and 20 of the 88 adult tibae were complete). The primary object of 
the analysis was to determine the minimum number of individuals (m.n.i.) that the 
disarticulated elements represent and whether there was anything noteworthy in the 
demographic profile. An m.n.i. was calculated for each skeletal element identified in 
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each context with the highest minimum figure asterisked (see Table 62). In the 
majority of cases, it was the number of femora which provided the highest number of 
individuals; a minimum total of 132 individuals were identified from the site (based 
upon left femur count), with 108 of these coming from late 19th century building 
foundation F.201.  
 

Discussion 
Characteristics observed on the adult skull and pelves fragments revealed that both 
males and females are represented amongst the disarticulated bone. Immature 
individuals (those less than 18 years old) were identified in all contexts but adults 
dominated the assemblage; indeed, only a minimum of 9 immature individuals were 
identified amongst the 108 individuals present in F.201. No neonate bones were 
recovered, although based on the length of limb bones, the size of illia and the degree 
of epiphyseal fusion older infants (>5 years), juveniles and sub adults were present 
amongst the bones excavated. Very few pathological conditions were observed whilst 
scanning the material. Osteoarthritic changes were recorded on a few of the long bone 
joints; with the exception of a ‘mushroom’ femoral head which exhibited large 
patches of eburnation, osteophytes and whose morphology was grossly altered, most 
of changes were (visually) mild. Degenerative changes were also recorded on several 
of the vertebral bodies, as was one example of a compression fracture and one 
instance of spondylolysis. Several instances of non-specific infection, characterised 
by striated new bone, were observed on tibia shafts. At least two examples of 
nutritional deficiency were recorded in the form of cribra orbitalia. Ante-mortem 
tooth loss was observed in some of the surviving jaws. Nothing amongst the 
pathological lesions observed is unusual.   
 

Potential for further study 
A left femur derived from F.204 was submitted for radiocarbon dating; the 
determination Beta-240952 produced a result of 900 to 1212 cal AD (3 s.d. 99.7% 
probability). Bayesian analysis indicates that this femur derives from an individual 
who died in the 11th century (58.6% probability) or 12th century (35.7% probability). 
The likelihood that the individual died before the Norman Conquest of 1066 AD is 
48.1%. In light of this result, the submission of further samples from other features 
may help to clarify the date range of the assemblage and thus assist in pinpointing its 
precise source. In addition, closer analysis of the un-sided long bone shafts and 
refitting of the various fragments might produce a slightly higher and more accurate 
count of the minimum number of individuals. However, given the overall size and 
fragmentary nature of the assemblage and its context – disarticulated material, the 
vast majority of it redeposited within a 19th century foundation trench – it is felt that 
intensive further analysis is unjustified. Similarly, given the fragmentary nature of the 
assemblage (specifically, the small number of complete lower limb bones) it is not 
recommended that living stature is calculated. A more detailed examination of the 
skulls and pelves would be more profitable as this should establish an accurate age 
and sex profile of this sample. It must be stressed, however, that the disarticulated 
elements recovered may well have been derived from more than one source. Even if 
this were not the case, the material still represents only a sample of a cemetery’s 
population, and the proportionate size of this sample and the degree to which it 
accurately reflects the original cemetery make-up is not and will not be known. 
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Animal bone assessment 
By Lorrain Higbee 
 

Introduction 
This report outlines the preliminary results obtained from full analysis of the hand-
recovered and sieved assemblages. The total assemblage comprises 8,647 fragments 
with a combined weight of 59.8kg; although some 353 fragments, weighing 5.98kg, 
were recovered during the 2006 excavation, these have not been incorporated here 
(see Swaysland in Cessford 2006). During the 2008 excavations, animal bone was 
recovered from all periods of occupation/activity, with the largest stratified groups 
being derived from Medieval and Post-Medieval contexts. The preliminary results 
presented here follow the general guidelines for the assessment of environmental 
remains outlined by English Heritage (2002). Full analysis of the assemblage was 
carried out following Davis (1992). Using this method, a selective suite of skeletal 
elements is counted (POSAC). POSAC’s are generally bones that show a good 
survival and recovery rate in most bone assemblages, and also provide useful age and 
biometric data. Non-countable, but identifiable, bones account for only a small 
proportion of fragments (293 or c.3% of the total) and these have been amalgamated 
into general size categories together with unidentifiable fragments. Small splinters 
were classified into general mammal, bird or amphibian categories. This information 
is presented in order to provide an overall fragment count. A detailed methods 
statement will accompany full publication of the excavation results. Some bird bone 
identifications are provisional, these bones have been separated and identifications 
will be confirmed at a later date with the aid of the ornithological collection at Tring 
Museum.  
 

Results 

Recovery and condition of material 

Approximately 93% of fragments by count, and 99% by weight, were recovered by 
hand during the normal course of excavation; the remainder were retrieved from 18 
bulk soil samples. The hand-recovered assemblage is characterised by large, easily 
observed fragments, whilst the sieved assemblage includes a large number of small 
fragments, including a significant quantity of bird, fish, rodent and amphibian bones. 
The majority of fragments are in an excellent state of preservation, cortical surfaces 
are intact and surface details, including fine cut marks, are clear and easily observed. 
A small number of fragments (c.2%) show signs of weathering, the cortical surfaces 
of these fragments are rough and exfoliated, occasionally corroded and cracked, and 
in some cases the bones have rounded or abraded edges. This evidence suggests that 
some bones may have been re-deposited after a period of surface exposure, where 
they may have been rolled and trampled. However, most poorly preserved bones are 
from relatively young animals – for example the collection of cattle metapodia with 
unfused distal epiphyses from modern F.553 – and these are generally more 
susceptible to deterioration in the burial environment than adult bones. Gnaw marks 
were recorded on c.6% of post-cranial fragments; this is a relatively low frequency 
and suggests that most bone waste was rapidly buried or that dogs were unable to 
access it.  
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  Period   
Taxa Roman Saxon? Saxo-

Norman 
Medieval Post-

Medieval
Modern Total 

cattle 2 3 50 95 89 44 283 
sheep/goat   47 167 122 39 375 
sheep 1  10 97 15 4 127 
goat   1 2   3 
pig  1 33 54 48 6 142 
horse   2 6   8 
dog    4 2 2 8 
cat   3 22 6  31 
roe deer   1    1 
red deer/fallow deer    1   1 
fallow deer    1 1  2 
hare    1  3 4 
rabbit   1 6 10 4 21 
house mouse   2    2 
brown rat     5  5 
chicken   29 65 76 29 199 
chicken/pheasant   1  2  3 
pheasant      1 1 
duck   1 7 17 5 30 
goose  1 6 27 24 5 63 
pigeon   1 8 3 1 13 
crow   1    1 
?teal    2 2  4 
?partridge     2 3 5 
?plover    1   1 
?crane    1   1 
?lapwing    2   2 
small wader   1  1  2 
passerine    1 1  2 
common frog   2 3   5 
Total identified 3 5 192 573 426 146 1345 
large mammal 15 10 310 590 464 101 1490 
medium mammal 18 16 420 823 882 101 2260 
small mammal   9 4 19 2 34 
mammal indet. 21 3 360 612 731 69 1796 
fish n.f.i. *  * * * * 0 
bird indet.   28 169 161 23 381 
amphibian indet.    1   1 
Total unidentified 54 29 1127 2308 2484 303 5962 
Grand total 57 34 1319 2881 2910 449 7307 

Table 63: St. John’s Triangle, Cambridge: number of specimens identified to species (or 
NISP) by phase. Identified fragments are POSAC's following Davis (1992); all other 
fragments have been assigned to either a general size or taxonomic category. (Size categories 
are as follows: large = cattle/horse/deer; medium = sheep/goat/pig/dog and small = 
cat/rabbit/hare/rodent. A partial dog skeleton comprising 107 fragments was recorded from modern 
F405 [4016] and this is counted as one specimen. * = fish bone present, n.f.i. = not further identified 
and indet = indeterminate). 
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Range and variety of material 
The assemblage is quantified by period in Table 63. Sixteen percent of fragments 
could be identified to species and bones from livestock species predominate. 
Together, cattle, sheep, goat and pig bones account for c.69% of identified fragments 
(or NISP) and sheep is the most common species overall. Bird bones are also fairly 
common and make-up a further 24% of NISP. A relatively wide variety of birds have 
been identified but chicken is by far the most common species. Less common species 
include horse, dog, cat, deer, hare, rabbit, rodents and amphibians, which together 
make-up the remaining 7% of NISP. A significant quantity of fish bone was also 
recovered; this has been separated for specialist analysis (see the fish bone assessment 
report). The mammal and bird bone assemblages are summarised below. 
 

Roman 

Animal bone was recovered from ten separate Roman contexts, located in TP7 and 
SA1. Identified bones include a cattle first phalanx and sheep astragalus from F.179 
and the distal half of a cattle metacarpal from F.242. A non-countable fragment of 
cattle metacarpal from F.180 probably represents an off-cut from bone-working. 
 

Saxon 

Seven Saxon contexts located in SA1 and SA2 produced animal bone. Three of the 
five identified bones are from F.252; this material includes a cattle astragalus and 
third phalanx and a pig scapula. Other identified bones include a cattle astragalus 
from F.255 and a goose carpo-metacarpus from F.253. 
 

Saxo-Norman 

The Saxo-Norman assemblage is the third largest stratified group from the site and is 
derived from 31 contexts located in TP6, SA1 and SA2. Relatively large quantities of 
bone were recovered from F.246, F.248, F.251 and F.285. The bone groups from 
these features appear to be fairly mixed, comprising both butchery waste and meat 
joints. 73% of identified bones belong to livestock species; sheep bones are 
marginally more abundant than cattle bones, and pig bones are also fairly common. In 
terms of relative frequency, sheep account for 41% of NISP, cattle 35.5% and pig 
23.5%. The proportion of pig is surprisingly high given the historical evidence that 
the area comprised the heart of the Saxo-Norman Jewry, as this religion forbids the 
consumption of animals “with cloven hooves that do not chew the cud”. The pattern 
of relative frequency is, however, characteristic of other Early Medieval assemblages, 
particularly those from high status sites where rates of meat consumption are 
generally greater than at other sites (Grant 1988; Albarella & Davis 1996, 20; 
Albarella et al 1997, 17). It is notable that a much lower frequency of pig bones (7% 
NISP) was recorded for the small Saxo-Norman assemblage from the Hostel Yard site 
at Corpus Christi College (Swaysland in Cessford 2005). 
 
Cut marks seen on the ventral aspect of one cattle atlas vertebra are similar to those 
described by Cope as resulting from the kosher method of slaughter (2004, 26-7). 
Closer inspection of other butchery evidence may reveal further similarities. Less 
common mammals present during this phase include horse, cat, roe deer, rabbit and 
house mouse, which together account for only 6% NISP. Bird bones are more 
abundant and account for 21% NISP. Chicken is by far the most common bird species 
and the majority are adult birds, most probably hens culled after loss of production as 
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egg-layers. Goose bones are also relatively common but all other species are 
represented by only one fragment each, these include duck, pigeon, crow and a small 
species of wader. In addition a small number of frog and fish bones were also 
identified, the majority of which are from sample residues. 
 

Medieval 

The Medieval assemblage comprises the largest stratified group from the site. Animal 
bone was recovered from 64 separate contexts located in TP3-5, SA1 and SA2. 
Detailed analysis of the bone groups from each of these excavation areas, which lie at 
various distances from the street frontage within a number of separate properties, may 
reveal spatial differences in refuse disposal practices (see for example Driver 2004). 
Large bone groups were recovered from F.129 and F.130 in TP3, F.284 in SA1 and 
F.533 in TP4. The first three features contained a mixture of waste from different 
stages of carcass processing, whilst the group of bones from F.533 is characteristic of 
tanning or tawing waste (cf. Serjeantson 1989). It includes a large number of sheep 
foot bones (e.g. metapodia and phalanges) derived from at least 25 individuals. 
Similar deposits were recorded from the Grand Arcade and Bradwell’s Court sites, 
although the absence of phalanges from these latter examples suggests that they 
represent either caches of raw material for bone-working or waste from the 
manufacture of neatsfoot oil (Higbee in Newman 2007; Higbee in Cessford 2007).  
 
Bones from livestock species dominate the Medieval assemblage (c.72% NISP) and 
sheep is the most common livestock species (64%), followed by cattle (23%) and then 
pig (13%). Species frequencies are similar to those from other Medieval sites in 
Cambridge (e.g. Grand Arcade and Hostel Yard), although regionally the pattern 
appears to be atypical. High cattle bone frequencies, generally over 40% NISP, have 
been recorded from other urban sites in the region including Norwich (Albarella et al 
1997; Cartledge 1987), Lincoln (Dobney et al 1996; O’Connor 1982), Colchester 
(Luff 1993) and King’s Lynn (Noddle 1977). Less common mammals include horse, 
dog, cat, fallow deer and possibly red deer, hare and rabbit, which together account 
for only 7% NISP. Cat bones are relatively more abundant than the other species, and 
both adults and kittens are represented. Bird bones account for 20% NISP; chicken is 
the most common species and accounts for 57% of all identified bird bones. Goose 
bones are also fairly common and account for a further 24% of bird bones. Less 
common avian species include duck, pigeon, teal, plover, crane, lapwing and 
passerine. Crane and lapwing are considered high status food items, and both were 
identified from Medieval deposits within TP3. A quantity of fish bone and a few frog 
bones have also been identified from the Medieval assemblage.  
 

Post-Medieval 

The Post-Medieval assemblage is the second largest stratified group from the site. 
Animal bone was recovered from 49 separate contexts located in TP1-4 and 6, and 
SA1 and SA2. Large bone groups were recovered from F.122 in TP1, F.220, F.221 
and F.222 in SA1 and F.400 in SA2. All of these features contain a mixture of bone 
waste from different stages of carcass processing. The assemblage from F.400, which 
dates to the late 16th/early 17th century, is of particularly interest since it probably 
originated from a nearby inn or tavern. This assemblage is characterised by large 
amounts of fish and sheep bone; indeed, 60% of all Post-Medieval sheep bones were 
derived from F.400. Bones from livestock species account for 64% NISP. In terms of 
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relative frequency, sheep is the most common species at 50% NISP followed by 
cattle, at 32.5%, and then pig, at 17.5%. The basic pattern of relative importance is 
similar to that recorded for the Medieval period, although the proportion of both cattle 
and pig is greater in this instance.  
 
Dog, cat, fallow deer, rabbit and brown rat have also been identified from the Post-
Medieval assemblage and together account for only 6% NISP. By way of contrast, 
bird bones are relatively common and account for 30% NISP. Once again chicken is 
the most common avian species, accounting for 59% of all identified bird bones. 17% 
of chicken bones are from immature birds and these probably represent capons 
fattened specifically for eating. Goose and duck are also fairly common at 19% and 
13% NISP respectively. The proportion of duck is higher than in the Medieval 
assemblage, and a similar pattern was recorded for the Grand Arcade assemblage; it 
has been suggested that duck meat was considered unhealthy during the Medieval 
period and was mainly eaten by the lower classes. Less common bird species include 
pigeon, teal, partridge, small wader and passerine. A small number of sawn cattle 
metapodia were recovered from F.112, F.116 and F.504. These probably represent 
off-cuts from bone-working and are similar to those recorded from Medieval pit 
F.5023 in the Grand Arcade assemblage. 
 

Modern 

Animal bone was recovered from 12 separate Modern contexts located in SA1, SA2 
and an area of the site covered by a watching brief. A group of early 18th century pits 
(F.405, F.407, F.433 and F.434) within SA2 are probably associated with the same, 
or a succeeding inn or tavern mentioned above in relation to pit F.400. Only a small 
amount of animal bone was recovered from these pits and sheep bones were 
comparatively common amongst the small group of identifiable bones. This would 
seem to suggest that there is little overall difference in the types of meat consumed in 
the inn/tavern during the Post-Medieval and Modern periods. This material is 
significantly different from the bone group from late 18th century pit F.3029 in the 
Grand Arcade assemblage, which is also associated with an inn. Other large bone 
groups were recovered from F.200 and F553 during phases of watching brief, the 
latter is associated with an 18th century coffee-house. The bone groups from these 
features are both are quite distinct, the first is characterised by a large number of bird 
bones (50% of the total from this period), and a small number of sheep, rabbit, hare 
and fish bones. The general character of this material suggests that it represents table 
waste and is unlikely to have travelled very far from the point of consumption. The 
second group is characterised by a large number of cattle foot bones (84% of the 
total), a reasonable number of sheep bones, and a small number of chicken, goose, 
duck, rabbit and hare bones. This deposit is therefore a mixture of table waste, and 
either butchery or tanning waste. Preliminary comparison between the pit 
assemblages associated with the inn or tavern and the coffee-house suggests that meat 
and fish consumption was quite similar at both establishments.  
 
In terms of relative importance, livestock species dominate the Modern assemblage, 
accounting for 64% NISP. Cattle and sheep bones are present in equal amounts 
(47.3% NISP each), whilst pig is present in low frequencies (6.4%). Less common 
mammals include dog, hare and rabbit, which together account for 6% NISP. A partial 
dog skeleton, which includes the skull, forelimbs and cervical vertebra, was recovered 
from F.405 in SA2. Bird bones account for 30% NISP, chicken bones are common 
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and account for 66% of identified bird bones. Less common birds include goose, 
duck, pheasant, pigeon and partridge. 
 

Summary of detailed information 
Information relating to age, biometry, sex, butchery, pathology and non-metric traits 
is quantified in Table 64. Complete mandibles are comparatively rare in the 
assemblage therefore most of the available age information is from epiphyseal fusion 
of the post-cranial skeleton. A brief scan of this data suggests the following for 
livestock species: most cattle from all periods were culled before the age of 2-2½ 
years; most sheep were culled as adults, and most pigs were culled as juvenile and 
immature animals. Detailed analysis of this data should reveal any subtle differences 
between periods that might relate to regional or national changes in the pastoral 
economy. For example, most Post-Medieval cattle mandibles from the Grand Arcade 
assemblage are from calves aged from newborn to 18 months (mandibular wear stages 
A-C after Halstead 1985) and this appears to be a countrywide phenomenon that can 
generally be related to the urban demand for veal, a complementary by-product of the 
dairy industry.  
 

Type of detailed 
information 

Roman Saxon Saxo-
Norman

Medieval Post-
Medieval

Modern Total 

epiphyseal fusion 3 4 169 515 422 238 1351 
mandibles 2 or more teeth   11 9 12 3 35 

loose teeth   3 16 9 3 31 
biometry 1 1 79 247 154 57 539 

sex   4 11 9 2 26 
butchery 3 1 46 96 153 28 327 

pathology   2 4 4 1 11 
non-metric traits   4 7 4  15 

Table 64: Quantity and type of detailed information available for further study from the St. 
John’s Triangle site. 
 

A large quantity of biometric data has been recorded and this can be used to assess 
any changes in the size or conformation of livestock species between periods. For 
example, sheep generally show very little variation in overall dimensions throughout 
the Medieval period because they were primarily valued for their wool so there was 
little need to improve body mass (Trow-Smith 1957; Grant 1988; O’Connor 1995). 
However, Post-Medieval sheep tend to be larger than their Medieval counterparts 
(Maltby 1979; Albarella and Davis 1996) and this can generally be linked to 
improvements through selective breeding to produce larger, more muscular animals 
for meat production. Butchery marks were recorded on a significant number of bones 
and it should be possible to pick out general trends including any evidence for kosher 
practices on the bones from the Saxo-Norman assemblage. A large number of cattle 
and sheep vertebrae had been split in half (i.e. dorso-ventrally) and similar evidence 
has been recorded from other sites in Cambridge (e.g. Grand Arcade, Bradwell’s 
Court, Hostel Yard and Pembroke College Library). Maltby (1979, 39) found that this 
method of dividing carcasses was uncommon in Exeter before the Post-Medieval 
period (see also Rixson 2000). It will be interesting to see if this pattern is repeated in 
the Cambridge material. 
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Conclusions 
Medieval and Post-Medieval contexts produced some of the largest bone groups from 
the St. John’s Triangle site and their general character is typical of other urban 
assemblages in the area. The assemblage includes a mixture of butchery waste, 
kitchen/table refuse (e.g. F.400 associated with a probable inn or tavern) and waste 
from industrial/craft activities (e.g. F.533). The Saxo-Norman and Modern 
assemblages are comparatively small but provide information relating to the Saxo-
Norman Jewry and 18th century commercial premises (e.g. the tavern and coffee 
shop). More detailed analysis of the information quantified in Table 64 will address 
the points outlined above. These include chronological variations in species 
frequencies, meat consumption, industrial/craft activities, butchery and the size of 
livestock. Comparison with assemblages from different areas of the town (e.g. Grand 
Arcade, Bradwell’s Court, Hostel Yard, Pembroke College and Bene’t Court) will add 
further clarity and highlight any spatial differences in meat procurement, 
industrial/craft activities and refuse disposal. 
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Fish bone assessment 
By Jennifer Harland 
 

The fish bone assemblage recovered from the St. John’s Triangle site is typical of the 
material identified at other urban sites in Cambridge (e.g. Grand Arcade, Bradwell’s 
Court and Hostel Yard, Corpus Christi), although it is somewhat more substantial in 
size. Fish bone was present within features dating to the Roman, Saxo-Norman, 
Medieval, Post-Medieval and Modern periods (see Table 65), and preliminary 
examination has identified one large group of particular importance.  
 

Period 
 

Context(s) Feature Area Recovery Method 

Roman 1360 180 2 Flotation 
Saxo-Norman 2224, 2228 246 3 Hand 
Saxo-Norman 2231 247 3 Flotation 
Saxo-Norman 2241 248 3 Hand and flotation 
Saxo-Norman 2253 251 3 Flotation 
Saxo-Norman 1313 550 1 Flotation 

Medieval 1130 129 1 Hand  
Medieval 1132 130 1 Hand and flotation 
Medieval 1298 196 1 Hand 
Medieval 1314 197 1 Hand 
Medieval 2051 213 3 Hand 
Medieval 2108 276 3 Hand 
Medieval 2141 278 3 Flotation 
Medieval 2160, 2161 282 3 Hand 
Medieval 2199 284 3 Hand 
Medieval 4035 408 4 Hand 
Medieval 4041 412 4 Hand 
Medieval 1263 533 1 Hand 
Medieval 2194 WB 1 Hand and flotation 

Post-Medieval 1060 112 1 Hand 
Post-Medieval 1072 113 1 Hand and flotation 
Post-Medieval 1121 126 1 Hand 
Post-Medieval 1124 127 1 Hand 
Post-Medieval 1162 141 1 Hand 
Post-Medieval 1228 152 1 Hand 
Post-Medieval 1237 156 1 Hand 
Post-Medieval 2075 220 3 Flotation 
Post-Medieval 2079 221 3 Hand 
Post-Medieval 2087 222 3 Hand and flotation 
Post-Medieval 2118 274 3 Hand 
Post-Medieval 4023, 4031 400 4 Hand and flotation 
Post-Medieval 1214 537 1 Hand and flotation 

Modern 2000 200 3 Hand  
Modern 4115 434 4 Flotation 
Modern 2173 553 1 Hand and flotation 

Table 65: Features containing fish bone at the St. John’s Triangle site. 
 

The material recovered from late 16th or early 17th century pit F.400 forms a very 
interesting and potentially unique assemblage. Several thousand cod bones were 
observed in this deposit, and the group is thus large enough to provide meaningful 
observations. Almost all of the bones were derived from large fish, of at least 0.8m in 
total length, and the elements present consist almost exclusively of posterior vertebrae 
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and appendicular elements (those from the rear of the head back). This pattern is 
found at sites where preserved cod, processed elsewhere, were consumed. A 
considerable number of butchery marks were also observed, which will aid the 
interpretation of the processing methods, and comparison with other sites might help 
to determine the source of this prepared cod. Although a few other species, including 
eels and herrings, were noted in very small quantities – despite sieving, which would 
be expected to produce numerous examples of these smaller elements – this emphasis 
on prepared imported cod is almost without parallel, barring the specialised examples 
of prepared cod found on the Mary Rose shipwreck.  
 
It is recommended that chemical isotope analysis be undertaken to determine the 
origin of these cod, and to help elucidate the route by which they arrived at the site. 
Given the size and well stratified nature of the remaining assemblage, quantification 
of this material by species and element is also warranted. 
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Environmental remains assessment  
By Anne de Vareilles 
 

Methodology 
18 bulk soil samples were processed using an Ankara-type flotation machine. The 
flots were collected in 300µm aperture meshes, and the remaining heavy residues 
washed over a 1mm mesh. The flots were dried indoors and scanned for the presence 
of charred plant macro remains and other ecofacts; once dry, the >4mm fraction of the 
heavy residues was sorted by eye. Sorting and identification of macro remains were 
carried out under a low power binocular microscope, using the reference collection of 
the George Pitt-Rivers Laboratory, McDonald Institute, University of Cambridge.  
Floral nomenclature follows Stace (1997). All ecofactual remains are listed in Tables 
66 to 69 at the end of this report.  
 

Preservation  
Charred, waterlogged and un-transformed plant macro-remains were uncovered (the 
latter comprise seeds that have survived quasi-intact in a dry medium unfavourable to 
bacterial degradation); waterlogged contexts were not encountered during the 
excavation. At least seven samples contained mineralized waste which appears to be 
cess. Apart from a few mineralized seeds and other ecofacts, the mineralized particles 
are agglomerations of tiny bone fragments, cereal bran and fibrous plant matter; plant 
matter “preserved by phosphate consists of mineral infillings which reproduce the 
original in various degrees of perfection.” (Green 1979, 282).  It should be noted that 
most mineralised botanical material does not float and so wild seeds may still be 
found in the unsorted fraction of the heavy residues. Although mineralisation of 
organic-rich deposits can occur without the addition of cess, the mineralised deposits 
discovered here are best described as omnivore dung, preserved through phosphatic 
mineralization. Not all of the likely cess deposits have been mineralised – some, in 
fact, appear rather un-transformed. The presence of modern rootlets indicates some 
bioturbation during which archaeological context may have been mixed. Mineralised 
rootlets were found in the late 16th century pit F.400; their age is uncertain. 
 

Results  

Roman features  

Three pits were sampled; F.180 [1360], F.242 [2214] and F.256 [2272]. The samples 
were not very rich, with only a few cereal grains and wild plant seeds and a little 
charcoal being present. The remains are probably residual waste from ‘household 
activities’ along Bridge Street. 
 

Saxo-Norman features (10th-12th century) 

A ditch, a pit, three cess pits and a floor surface were sampled. Ditch F.255 was the 
‘cleanest’ of the six features, with organic waste being limited to a little charcoal and 
a single grain fragment. Floor surface F.550 had a diverse range of cereal grains 
including barley (H. vulgare sl.), free-threshing wheat (T. aestivum sl.), rye (S. 
cereale) and oat (Avena sp.), although the latter may have been a crop contaminant 
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rather than a cultivar. Although wild plant seeds were numerous, only three cereal 
chaff elements were found; the grains, therefore, probably represent accidental 
charring during cooking and eating rather than loss from earlier stages of crop 
processing. Although no coprolites or mineralised cess particles were found, many of 
the wild plant seeds are mineralised. The cessy nature of this floor deposit can not be 
established for certain as a medium conducive to mineralisation may have developed 
naturally through the decomposition of organic matter. Whilst some of the wild seeds 
may have been ingested as food-plants or unconsciously with crops, others are 
unlikely to have even been crop-weeds. Water-plantain (Alisma plantago-aquatica) 
and duckweeds (Lemna sp.) for example would have grown in ponds or in/by the 
river. Their seeds were probably unintentionally introduced with water into cooking 
or eating, or perhaps directly onto the deposit.  
 
Three cess pits – F.248, F.251 and F.425 – contained similar assemblages to floor 
deposit F.550; grains, no chaff and some crop-weeds. In addition, however, all three 
contained mineralised cess particles, mineralised fly pupae and fragments of bone that 
look digested. F.425 also had a piece of mineralised cloth, more roughly woven than 
the one found in Modern cellar deposit F.553 (see below). It is clear that cess was 
discarded into these pits as well as burnt waste from cooking and/or eating. Food 
plants identified include poppy (Papaver sp. - probably opium poppy), strawberry 
(Fragaria sp.), apple or pear (Malus/Pyrus), lentil (Lens culinaris) and elder 
(Sambucus nigra). The other seeds may have been removed prior to cooking or 
introduced into a fire as fuel. Pit F.247 was extremely rich in carbonised plant macro-
remains so that only 1/16th of the total flot was sorted. The deposit contained no cess 
and seems to have been more closely associated with crop-processing activities than 
mixed household waste. Although the four cereal types mentioned above were also 
present in this pit, free-threshing wheat far outweighs any of the others. Rye and 
barley were certainly crops in their own right and the grains found may actually 
represent previous processing activities. Both hexaploid (e.g. bread wheat) and 
tetraploid (e.g. macaroni wheat) free-threshing wheat chaff were found to outnumber 
grain counts, and since straw and awn fragments were also present one can conclude 
that the earliest stage of crop-processing represented in this assemblage is threshing. 
The remains indicate that ears were harvested along with the straw and only separated 
during threshing and winnowing. Typical crop weeds were identified; wild grass 
seeds, goosefoots (Chenopodium sp.), corncockle (Agrostemma githago) and dock 
(Rumex sp.) amongst others. The three most common were field gromwell 
(Lithospermum arvensis), stinking chamomile (Anthemis cotula) and charlock 
(Sinapis arvensis), suggesting that both light and heavier clay-rich soils were 
cultivated. 
 

15th and 16th century rubbish pits F.130 and F.222 

These pits were used more for cleaning out fire places and broken artefacts than food 
or cess waste. Very few grains were found and most of the wild plant seeds (other 
than fig) probably fell in naturally from surrounding plants. The ones in F.130 
survived un-transformed which suggests that clinker, ash and charcoal were added 
regularly, thereby creating a seal against micro-organisms.  
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15th-16th century oven F.113 and 16th century oven F.206  

Whereas no clear evidence of fuel type was found in F.113, great fen-sedge straw 
(Cladium mariscus) was burnt in F.206. Both samples were very rich in clinker which 
may attest to burning coal, though it seems that the ovens were later utilised for refuse 
during which time clinker, fish remains and other waste accumulated. Neither oven 
contained many grains or seeds making it difficult to know what they were 
predominantly used for. Great fen-sedge, however, is known to be a very useful fuel 
for bringing bread ovens back up to temperature and is recorded to have been used as 
such in 17th century Cambridge (cf. Rowel 1986). 
 

15th-16th century slag-rich layer 

Six grains and five wild plant seeds were recovered. The sample was predominantly 
made up of clinker and small magnetic silver coloured pellets (spheroidal slag 
droplets – see metalworking debris assessment). This deposit was clearly associated 
with metal working. 
 

15th-16th century pit [2194] 

This pit appears to have been used for various types of waste. It is similar to the Saxo-
Norman pits in that it contains a diverse range of cereal grains, some of which were 
probably burnt during cooking or eating activities. Some chaff was also identified 
however, showing that some crop-processing waste prior to cooking is also present. A 
large and diverse number of wild plant seeds, both carbonised and mineralised, were 
recovered. These clearly include some crop-weeds as well as food plants (such as fig, 
hazel nut - Corylus avellana, and perhaps some pulses) and other specimens which 
probably just grew near to the pit. As well as cess, great-fen sedge straw and seeds 
were found, which may indicate oven fuel. 
 

Late 16th century pit F.400  

This pit contained no grains or chaff, other than some mineralised grass stem 
fragments which, by their circumference, are probably from wild grasses. Though the 
deposit can best be described as an accumulation of clinker and charcoal, some cess 
material is also present in the form of digested-looking bone fragments, fish bones 
and scales, and both mineralised and un-transformed seeds from edible plants: 
numerous fig and raspberry (Rubus idaeus) seeds, and a little elder. The only other 
wild plant seeds (other than two unidentified ones) are from henbane (Hyoscyamus 
niger) which was common on nitrogen-rich soils of inhabited areas.  
 

Early 18th century garden feature F.434  and late 18th century cellar F.553  

Both flots were very large, so only 1/8th were sorted. The organic remains from the 
early 18th century rubbish-pit and the late 18th century cellar are very comparable. 
Neither had any evidence for cereal consumption or processing, and the majority of 
the wild seeds from both features represent fruits. Figs, raspberries, strawberries, elder 
and grape (Vitis vinifera – much more common in the cellar) were identified. Clinker 
and great-fen sedge straw were also common in both. Whereas no mineralisation was 
seen in the rubbish-pit, some cess seems to have been discarded into the cellar where 
small fragments of finely woven cloth were preserved through mineralisation. 
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Discussion and Conclusions 

Roman features (1st to 4th centuries) 

These features contained a little residual waste from processing and eating grain. It is 
difficult to define the use of any structures associated with these pits, however, as 
small ecofacts can quite easily be moved around before falling into features. 
 

Saxo-Norman features (10th-12th century) 

The drop in Roman spelt production and the large-scale Saxo-Norman introduction of 
free-threshing wheat and rye seen over many parts of Britain is also evident in 
Cambridge and its surrounding area (cf. Greig 1991; Ballantyne in Lucas & Whittaker 
2001; de Vareilles in Newman 2007). The remains from F.247 indicate that cereals 
were reaped at the base of the straw and the sheaves then brought back into the city 
before being threshed and further processed. This behaviour was also observed from 
11th-14th century features at Grande Arcade, where threshing appears to have taken 
place in peoples backyards (de Vareilles in Cessford 2007). Since threshing is usually 
done on a large scale over a short period of time, choosing to bring crops back to a 
more restricted, perhaps private, space may be telling us something about crop 
distribution and land allocation. The main difference between the remains in pit F.247 
and the three cess pits and the floor surface is that the latter four seem to have 
contained a mix of household waste, including cess. It would appear that crop 
processing was kept separate from other household chores and waste, perhaps because 
the initial stages were a communal activity. Ditch F.255 was kept clear, intentionally 
or not, of organic waste. No exotic fruits or spices, such as the possible pepper-corn 
found in a nearby 12th century pit (de Vareilles in Cessford 2006) were found to 
suggest any high status diets or expensive trades.  
 

Medieval and Post-Medieval features (13th to 17th centuries) 

Clinker, or the clear-out from coal burning fires, is common in these and later 
features. Cereal remains are uncommon, except for in [2194], which suggests that 
kitchen waste was being discarded in specific locations at this time. Some fruit seeds 
are present, but in such low quantities that they probably represent occasional 
dumping rather than a designated cess or food waste disposal unit. Evidence for cess 
was only observed in [2194] and F.400, and in the case of [2194] may show a 
continuation from Saxo-Norman times of mixing cereal kitchen waste with cess. In 
this context, it would be interesting to analyse the various types of waste in 
conjunction with the spatial location of kitchens, backyards and other types of 
features. The function and scale of use of ovens F.113 and F.206 is unclear; however, 
the presence of great-fen sedge straw in the latter suggests that it was used for baking 
bread. During the Medieval and Post-Medieval periods East Anglia was the main 
producer of great fen-sedge, an important resource for thatching and as a fuel 
favoured in local bread ovens (cf. Rowel 1986). Wood was used to fire up bread 
ovens until they were sufficiently hot for baking in, and the coals would then be 
pushed aside. In between batches the oven temperature could be boosted up with a 
fine fuel such as great fen-sedge straw, which burns very intensively and very 
quickly. Whereas coal might be re-used, the straw would be cleared out with any food 
residues that may have charred during baking. The presence of great fen-sedge fuel 
therefore suggests that the oven was being kept alight for long periods. Indeed, 17th 
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century archives from St. John’s college bakery record monthly procurements of 
sedge, along with salt, flour and barme – a form of yeast used in brewing and perhaps 
bread making (Bursar accounts, St. John’s College bake-house).  
 

Modern features (18th century to present) 

Both the early 18th century garden feature F.434 and late 18th century cellar deposit 
F.553 contained similar evidence for the types of fruits consumed, none of them 
unusual for that time. The main difference is in the presence of rose seeds (from rose-
hip jam or preserve?) and in the quantity, not presence, of grape seeds. The absence of 
grain is not surprising, as one would expect any processing to have occurred at mills 
or bakeries by this date.  
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Sample number 110 204 214 213 
Context 1360 2214 2272 2270 

Feature F.180 F.242 F.256 F.255 

Feature type Pit Pit  Quarry Ditch 
Period 
 Roman Roman Roman 

Late  
Saxon? 

Sample volume (litres) 9 5 8 10 

Flot fraction examined (%) 100 100 100 100 

Cereal grains   
Hordeum vulgare sensu lato Hulled Barley   1    

Triticum sp. - free-threshing Free-threshing wheat        

Triticum sp. Unspecific Wheat   1    

Avena sp. wild or cultivated Oat        

Hordeum / Triticum Barley or Wheat   1    

Secale / Hordeum Rye or Barley 2      

Indeterminate cereal grain fragments   2 1 1 

Chaff        
Triticum sp. glume base Glume wheat chaff 1      

Cereal culm nodes Cereal straw node        

Barley / Rye / Wheat awn fragment 1      

Cladium mariscus culms 
Great fen sedge straw 
frags.        

Charcoal        
                >4mm    -  -    

2 - 4mm    -  -   + 

<2mm   d b  ++ ++ 

Vitrified   c   c  

Parenchyma - Undifferentiated plant storage tissue  -      

Uncharred fish scales and (bone)  -      

Clinker          
Magnetic pellets from metal-
working waste or residue          

Modern seeds          

Modern rootlets    + a c c 

Wild Plant Seeds        
Papaver sp. Poppy        

Ficus carica Fig        

Chenopodium sp. Goosefoots      1  

Atriplex patula/prostrata Oraches        

Fallopia convolvulus Black-bindweed 1      

Viola sp. Violets        

Potentilla sp. Cinquefoils        

Medicago / Trifolium Medics / Clovers        

Lamium sp. Dead-Nettle        

Sambucus nigra Elder        

Cladium mariscus Great Fen Sedge 2 2    

Carex cf. hirta Hairy sedge        

trigonous Carex sp. type1 trilete Sedge seed        

large Poaceae large wild grass        

Indet Poaceae fragments Wild or cultivated grass   1    

Indeterminate wild plant seeds 1   1  

Table 66: Plant macro-remains and other ecofacts recovered from Roman features. (Key: '-' 1 
or 2,  '+' <10,  '++' 10-25,  'a' 25-50,  'b' 50-100,  'c' 100-500,  'd' >500 items. Black = charred, red = 
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mineralised, HR = found in >4mm heavy residue, * = un-transformed (survived in an anoxic or toxic 
medium) and ‘mineralised particles’ = mineralised lumps of compressed bone, plant matter and bran. 
The indeterminate grass (Poaceae) fragments and the large grasses may include oat. In grain-rich 
contexts parenchyma is most probably puffed fragments of grain).  

Sample number 105 206 209 211 405 
Context 1313 2231 2241 2253 4075 

Feature  F.247 F.248 F.251 F.425 

Feature type Floor Pit Cess pit Cess pit Cess pit 
Period 
 

Saxo-
Norman 

Saxo- 
Norman 

Saxo- 
Norman 

Saxo- 
Norman 

Saxo- 
Norman 

Sample volume (litres) 11 15 8 11 9 

Flot fraction examined (%) 100 6.3 100 100 100 
Cereal Grains  

Hordeum vulgare sensu lato Hulled Barley 16 11 5 23 4 

Triticum sp. - free-threshing Free-threshing wheat 2 154 16 2 1 

Triticum sp. Unspecific Wheat 1 126 11 8 2 

Secale cereale   Rye 14 16  3 4 

Avena sp. wild or cultivated Oat grain 3 7 4 15 4 

Hordeum / Triticum Barley or Wheat 2 10 13 7 2 

Secale / Hordeum Rye or Barley 2 4 4   

Secale / Triticum Rye or Wheat 2 27 4 4 2 

Indeterminate cereal grain fragments 12 118 54 30 6 
Chaff  

Triricum sp. - free-threshing Hexaploid free-threshing  rachis  157    

Triricum sp. - free-threshing Tetraploid free-threshing  rachis  276    

T. sp. rachis node -unspecific  free-threshing  rachis 2 299 1  1 

Triticum sp. glume base Glume wheat chaff  2    

Secale cereale rachis node  Rye rachis  4    

Base of cereal ear, no clear cuts on culm  17    

Cereal culm nodes Cereal straw node 1 22 2   

Indet. monocot culms Indet monocot stems  c    

Indet. basal culms Grass / cereal root  1    

Barley / Rye / Wheat awn fragment  c    

Charcoal      

>4mm   b + + a + 

2 - 4mm   c a b b a 

<2mm   d c c d c 

Vitrified   -     

Parenchyma - Undifferentiated plant storage tissue + b a ++  

Indet. insect larvea    -  + + 

Uncharred fish scales and (bone)   + (a) + (-) (a) 

Charred Dung fragments   1?     

Fly pupae   1, 2  ++ + c 

Bone fragments that look digested    a a 

Mineralised particles     c d d 

Modern seeds     +   

Modern rootlets    + d d d 

Table 67: Plant macro-remains and other ecofacts recovered from Saxo-Norman features (key 
as Table 66).  
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Sample number 105 206 209 211 405 
Wild plant seeds  

Thalictrum flavum / minus 
Common/Lesser 
Meadow-rue         1 

Papaver sp. Poppy 46*     72   

Fumaria sp. Fumitory 1         

Urtica urens Small Nettle         1 

Corylus avellana 
Hazel-nut shell 
fragment       1 HR   

Chenopodium sp. Goosefoots  8, 25 9   1 1 

Atriplex patula/prostrata Oraches 1   2 1 1 

Agrostemma githago Corncockle seed 1 1       

Silene sp. Campion    1       

Indet Caryophyllaceae Seed of Pink family   1       

Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass   3       

Polygonum sp. Knotgrasses 2     1   

Fallopia convolvulus Black-bindweed 1, 1cf.         

Rumex conglomeratus/obtusifolius/sanguineus: Dock   7   1 1, 2 

Rumex sp. Dock     1 1   

Hypericum sp. St. John’s-worts 57*         

Malva sp. Mallows       3   

Brassica / Sinapis Cabbages / Mustards  1, 24   2, 1     

Sinapis arvensis 
Charlock pod 
frag.(seed)   69 (2)       

Indet. Brassicaceae seed of Cabbage family   1       

Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette  5         

Rubus sp. Bramble 1 cf.         

Fragaria sp. Strawberries       1   

Malus / Pyrus Apple or Pear pip       1 cf.   

Lens culinaris Lentil       1 cf.   

Vicia / Lathyrus Vetches / Wild Pea     3     

Vicia / Lathyrus / Pisum 
Vetches / Wild Pea / 
Pea 2 1 HR 1 1 1 

Medicago sp. Medics / Clovers 1         

Medicago / Trifolium Medics / Clovers 2, 1         

Linum usitatissimum Flax seed pod fragment   1 2     

Indeterminate Apiaceae Carrot family seeds         1 

Lithospermum arvense Field Gromwell   62       

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort plantain     1         

Odontites vernus Red Bartsia       3 1 

Sambucus nigra Elder 1*   2   4* 

Valerianella carinata 
Keeled-fruited 
cornsalad   3       

Valerianella dentata 
Narrow-fruited 
cornsalad   1       

Centaurea sp. Knapweeds   3       

Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle 3*         

Sonchus asper / oleraceus 
Prickly/Smooth S.-
thistles       4 cf.   

Anthemis cotula Stinking Chamomile 2 22 3 11, 2cf. 1 

Indeterminate Asteraceae Daisy family seed 1         

Alisma plantago-aquatica Water-plantain 24         

Lemna sp. Duckweeds 1         

Table 67 continued. 
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Sample number 105 206 209 211 405 
Eleocharis sp. Spike Rushes 2   2     

Schoenus nigricans Black Bog-rush 1         

Cladium mariscus Great Fen Sedge     1 cf.     

Carex cf. hirta Hairy sedge 7   1     

trigonous Carex sp. type1 trilete Sedge seed 4, 5         

lenticular Carex sp. flat Sedge seed  3         

large Poaceae large wild grass 7 19 7 6 2 

medium Poaceae medium wild grass   8 3 2 1 

small Poaceae small wild grass 3, 2   1 1   

Indet Poaceae fragments Wild or cultivated grass   34 10 24 6 

Indeterminate wild plant seeds 3, 2 12 1 3, 3 4 

Indeterminate small cotyledon 1 2       

Table 67 continued. 
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Sample number 203 103 101 100 
Context 2194 1214 1132 1072 

Feature   F.537 F.130 F.113 

Feature type Pit Layer Rubbish Pit Oven 
Period 
  Medieval Medieval 

Post-
Medieval 

Post-
Medieval 

Sample volume - litres 15 8 8 5 

Flot fraction examined -% 100 100 50 100 

Cereal Grains         

Hordeum vulgare sensu lato Hulled Barley 16   1 1 

Triticum sp. - free-threshing Free-threshing wheat 65 2     

T. spelta / dicoccum 
Spelt or Emmer 
wheat 3       

Triticum sp. Unspecific Wheat 71 2     

Secale cereale   Rye 10       

Avena sp. wild or cultivated Oat 25 2     

Hordeum / Triticum Barley or Wheat 14   1   

Secale / Hordeum Rye or Barley 2       

Secale / Triticum Rye or Wheat 10       

Indeterminate cereal grain fragments 106       

Chaff         

H. vulgare sl. rachis node Hulled Barley rachis 4       

T.sp. rachis node: unspecific  
free-threshing wheat 
rachis 5       

Secale cereale rachis node  Rye rachis 2       

Base of cereal ear, no clear cuts on culm 1       

Cereal culm nodes Cereal straw node 7       

Indet. monocot culms Indet monocot stems         

Indet. basal culms Grass / cereal root 1       

Cladium mariscus culms 
Great fen sedge straw 
frags.  ++ 1     

Charcoal                 

>4mm   a  + b  ++ 

2 - 4mm   b  + c a 

<2mm   d a d c 

Vitrified       c   

Parenchyma - Undifferentiated plant storage tissue b b b b 

Indet. insect larvea    ++       

Uncharred fish scales and (bone) a (++)    + a (a) 

Fly pupae    +       

Bone fragments that look digested  ++       

Omnivore or Carnivor Coprolite 1       

Clinker    ++ c d d 
Magnetic pellets from metal-
working waste or residue     c     

Modern seeds     3   3 

Modern rootlets           

Wild plant seeds     
Ranunculus  acris/ repens  
/bulbosus  

Meadow / Creeping / 
Bulbous Buttercup  1       

Ranunculus sp. Buttercups 4       

Table 68: Plant macro-remains and other ecofacts recovered from Medieval and Post-
Medieval features (key as Table 66).  

 



 280

 
Sample number 203 103 101 100 

Ranunculus  acris/ repens  
/bulbosus  

Meadow / Creeping / 
Bulbous Buttercup  1       

Ranunculus sp. Buttercups 4       

Papaver sp. Poppy 3     1 

Fumaria sp. Fumitory 1       

Ficus carica Fig 7   3*   

Corylus avellana 
Hazel-nut shell 
fragment 2       

Chenopodium murale 
Nettle-leaved 
Goosefoot 1       

Chenopodium sp. Goosefoots  1   2*   

Atriplex patula/prostrata Oraches 5 1     

Agrostemma githago Corncockle seed 1, 1*       

Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass 4       

Rumex conglomeratus/obtusifolius/sanguineus - Dock 3       

Rumex sp. Dock 1       

Malva sp. Mallows 3       

Brassica / Sinapis Cabbages / Mustards          

Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette  6       

Rubus idaeus Raspberry         

Rubus sp. Bramble  ++       

Fragaria sp. Strawberries         

Rosa sp. Roses         

Lens culinaris Lentil 1 cf.       

Vicia / Lathyrus Vetches / Wild Pea 4       

Vicia / Lathyrus / Pisum 
Vetches / Wild Pea / 
Pea 9       

viola sp. Violets     2*   

Potentilla sp. Cinquefoils       1cf. 

Medicago / Trifolium Medics / Clovers 45   3   

Euphorbia peplus Petty spurge         

Vitis vinifera Grape-vine         

Hyoscyamus niger Henbane 1,1*       

Lithospermum arvense Field Gromwell 1       

Lamium sp. Dead-Nettle 3   3*   

Teucrium scordium Water germander 1       

Mentha sp. Mint 3       

Odontites vernus Red Bartsia 4       

Sambucus nigra Elder 2, b*   5*   

Centaurea sp. Knapweeds 1       

Anthemis cotula Stinking Chamomile 11       

Alisma plantago-aquatica Water-plantain 2       

Eleocharis sp. Spike Rushes 2, 1       

Schoenus nigricans Black Bog-rush 2       

Cladium mariscus Great Fen Sedge 27 2   4 

Carex cf. hirta Hairy sedge 4     2 

trigonous Carex sp. Type 1 trilete Sedge seed 2   2*   

Table 68 continued. 
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Sample number 203 103 101 100 

trigonous Carex sp. type2 trilete Sedge seed 1, 3       

trigonous Carex sp. type 3 trilete Sedge seed 1, 1       

large Poaceae large wild grass 16 2     

medium Poaceae medium wild grass 8       

small Poaceae small wild grass 26       

Indet Poaceae fragments 
Wild or cultivated 
grass 43       

Indeterminate wild plant seeds 17, 4     3 

Table 68 continued. 
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Sample number 202 200 401 407 215 
Context 2087 2020 4031 4115 2173 

Feature 222 206 400 434 553 

Feature type  Pit Oven Pit  Pit Cellar 
Period 
 

Post-
Medieval 

Post-
Medieval 

Post-
Medieval Modern Modern 

Sample volume  (litres) 15 10 9 16 8 

Flot fraction examined (%) 12.5 25 100 12.5 12.5 

Cereal Grains           
Hordeum vulgare sensu 
lato Hulled Barley 3         

Secale cereale   Rye 1         

Chaff           

Cereal culm nodes Cereal straw node 1        + 

Indet. monocot culms Indet monocot stems     b     

Cladium mariscus culms 
Great fen sedge straw 
frags.   b   b  ++ 

Charcoal                   

           >4mm   a  - a  -   

2 - 4mm   b a c  ++  + 

<2mm   d c d c  ++ 

Vitrified     c   c   

Parenchyma - Undifferentiated plant storage tissue   b   b   

Indet. insect larvea    +         

Uncharred fish scales and (bone)      + (++)  +  - (++) 

Fly pupae       ++   c 

Bone fragments that look digested      ++   b 

Omnivore or Carnivor Coprolite           

Clinker   d d d d d 

Modern rootlets    + b c, c  +   

Wild Plant Seeds      

Ficus carica Fig     c* 10*  ++, b* 

Corylus avellana 
Hazel-nut shell 
fragment 2, 1HR         

Brassica / Sinapis Cabbages / Mustards          1* 

Rubus idaeus Raspberry      +, a* a* c* 

Rubus sp. Bramble       a* 2* 

Fragaria sp. Strawberries       8*  ++, c* 

Rosa sp. Roses         11* 

Medicago / Trifolium Medics / Clovers 1         

Euphorbia peplus Petty spurge       1   

Vitis vinifera Grape-vine       1* 26* 

Hyoscyamus niger Henbane      + 1*   

Sambucus nigra Elder      +* 2* 1, 8* 

Schoenus nigricans Black Bog-rush 1         

Carex cf. hirta Hairy sedge 1         

medium Poaceae medium wild grass 1 1       

Indeterminate wild plant seeds     2 1 5, 2HR 

Table 69: Plant macro-remains and other ecofacts recovered from Post-Medieval and Modern 
features (key as Table 66). 
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Radiocarbon assessment 
By Craig Cessford 
 

A human left femur from 16th century pit <1977> [2010] F.204 was radiocarbon-
dated using the standard alkali-based collagen extraction technique. The 
determination Beta-240952 produced a result of 980 ± BP, with a 13C/12C ratio of -
19.6. Using the IntCal04 calibration curve this equates to 1016 to 1152 cal AD (1 s.d. 
68.2% probability), 991 to 1157 cal AD (2 s.d. 95.4% probability) or 900 to 1212 cal 
AD (3 s.d. 99.7% probability). The radiocarbon determination was analysed using the 
Bayesian statistics package BCal (Buck et al 1999; http://bcal.sheffield.ac.uk). The 
analysis indicates that the femur derives from an individual who died in the 11th 
century (58.6%) or 12th century (35.7%). There is a small likelihood that the 
individual lived in the 10th century (5.5%) and a negligible probability that the event 
occurred during the 13th century (0.2%). The likelihood that the individual died before 
the Norman Conquest of 1066 AD is 48.1%. 
 
Although F.204 is thought to directly overlie the cemetery of the Hospital of St. John, 
and was initially presumed to have disturbed interments associated with this burial 
ground, that cemetery only appears to have been established in the mid 13th century. 
The results of this radiocarbon determination strongly suggest the remains are instead 
derived from the nearby church of All Saints, which is known to have been in 
existence by 1093 at the latest (Cam 1959, 124). Further dating of the bones 
encountered within 19th century construction trench F.201 may be able to determine 
whether these were also derived from churchyard, or instead relate to the underlying 
Hospital cemetery. 

http://bcal.sheffield.ac.uk/
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Appendix 2: feature descriptions and watching brief results 
The following appendix presents a full description of the features excavated at the St. 
John’s Triangle site, and is organised on an area-by-area basis. Context numbers are 
indicated by square brackets (e.g. [1001]), and feature numbers are denoted by the 
prefix F. (e.g. F.101). An account of the results derived from the watching briefs 
undertaken in each of the four areas is also included.  
 

Area 1: feature descriptions 

Post Alignment F.100, cuts [1016], [1018] and [1020], fills [1015], [1017] and [1019] 

Post alignment F.100 is linear in form and orientated north-northeast to south-southwest, though it 
extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 1 in at least two directions. Cut [1020] is 0.62m+ by 0.48m+ in 
extent and 0.30m+ deep with moderately to steeply sloping sides to the southeast and steeply sloping 
sides to the southwest, all leading to a slightly rounded base. At least two posts were then set within it, 
and were packed about with deposit [1019]; this consisted of loosely compacted, semi-friable mid 
brown silty clay material 0.30m+ deep with frequent inclusions of brick and tile fragments and 
occasional patches of yellow mortar. Post-pipe [1016] had a diameter of 0.12m and was 0.33m+ deep 
with vertical sides and a flat base; it was filled with [1015], a loosely compacted semi-friable mid to 
dark brown clay with inclusions of decayed wood. Post-pipe [1018] had a diameter of 0.20m and was 
0.33m+ deep with vertical sides and a flat base; it was filled with [1017], a similarly loose mid to dark 
brown clay with inclusions of decayed wood and additional patches of occasional crushed yellow 
mortar. F.100 represents a post alignment marking a boundary line later reinstated with a 19th century 
wall. The fills of the post pipes suggest that the posts have rotted in-situ, thus creating voids in which 
material has accumulated. The post alignment dates to the 18th century and contained English 
Notts/Derby Stoneware and Lead Glazed Earthenware, plus residual Glazed Red Earthenware, Broad 
Street Bichrome and Babylon ware. It cuts F.501 and is cut by F.500; it has been assigned to Phase 
TP1/4. 
 

Pit F.101, cut [1025], fills [1022], [1023] and [1024] 

Pit F.101 is sub oval in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 1. Cut [1025] is 0.75m+ 
by 0.50m+ in extent and 0.28m+ deep with moderately to steeply sloping sides and a relatively flat 
base. The primary fill, [1024], is a 0.08m deep deposit of mid to dark brownish grey silty clay with 
frequent inclusions of charcoal, soot and ash. Above this lies [1023], a 0.10m deep deliberate dump of 
mid yellow grey silt clay with frequent mottles of crushed white and yellow mortar. This is overlain by 
uppermost fill [1022], a 0.12m+ deep deposit of loosely compacted mid brown silty clay. F.101 
represents a pit of probable 18th century date, initially dug to dispose of burnt material and ‘fire rake-
out’ and later backfilled with dumps of domestic rubbish. It contained residual sherds of imported 
Stoneware from Frechen, Glazed Red Earthenware, Babylon ware and Grey Coarseware. It cuts F.501 
and is cut by F.500; it has been assigned to Phase TP1/4. 
 

Posthole F.102, cut [1035], post-pipe [1033], fills [1032] and [1034] 

Posthole F.102 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 3. Cut [1035] 
measures 0.76m+ by 0.38m+ in extent and 0.28m+ deep with moderately to steeply sloping sides and a 
rounded base. It contained a packing fill, [1034], composed of mid greyish brown clayey silt 0.28m+ 
deep with frequent CBM inclusions. In the centre of this was post-pipe [1033], which was rectangular 
in form with vertical sides and a flat base and measured 0.15m by 0.10m in extent and 0.31m+ deep. It 
was filled with [1032], a mid to dark brown decayed organic fill 0.31m+ deep. F.102 represents a 
rectangular wooden post that was left to rot in-situ. The much larger dimensions of the posthole when 
compared to the surviving post-pipe suggest that it housed more posts to the north, perhaps forming a 
post alignment continuing the line of earlier clunch pad F.515. The posthole is likely to be of 18th 
century date, although it cannot be closely dated as it contained no pottery. It cuts F.103 and is cut by 
F.512; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/8. 
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Stakeholes F.103, cuts [1037] and [1039], fills [1036] and [1038] 

Stakeholes F.103 are both circular in form and are located in Test Pit 3. Cut [1037] measures 0.05m in 
diameter and 0.24m+ deep whilst cut [1039] is 0.05m in diameter and 0.17m+ deep; each has vertical 
sides that taper to a ‘V’ shaped base. They were filled with [1036] and [1038] respectively, which 
comprise identical dark brown decayed organic material deposits. F.103 represents two driven stakes 
that were left to rot in-situ. They are on the same alignment as posthole F.102 and earlier clunch pad 
F.515. The stakeholes are likely to be of 18th century date, although they cannot be closely dated as it 
contained no pottery. They cut F.104 and are cut by F.102; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/8. 
 

Robber Cut F.104, cut [1041], fill [1040] 

Robber cut F.104 is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 
3. Cut [1041] measures 1.32m+ by 1.01m+ in extent and 0.14m+ deep with moderately to shallowly 
sloping sides and a rounded concave base. The fill, [1040], was a mid to dark greyish brown silt deposit 
0.14m+ deep with frequent inclusions of broken tiles and occasional fragments of brick, ash and 
charcoal. F.104 represents the robbing of part of a clunch pad and a slumped demolition layer; the 
introduction of frequent inclusions of flat-laid tile fragments also created a more stable foundation for 
later activity. It is 17th century in date and contained Glazed Red Earthenware. It cut F.105 and F.515 
and was cut by F.103; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/8. 
 

Pit/Robber Cut F.105, cut [1046], fill [1045] 

Pit/robber cut F.105 is sub-oval in form and is located in Test Pit 3. Cut [1046] measures 0.62m by 
0.58m in extent and 0.42m+ deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides and a relatively flat base. 
The fill, [1045], was a mixed and mottled mid grey silty clay deposit, 0.42m+ deep with frequent 
inclusions of broken brick and tile and patches of ash and charcoal. F.105 may represent a pit dug in 
order to investigate the stability of underlying deposits prior to construction of buildings on the site 
during the 16th/17th century. It contained Grey Coarseware, which is most probably residual. It cuts 
F.517 and is cut by F.104; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/7. 
 

Pit/Robber Cut F.106, cut [1048], fill [1047] 

Pit/robber cut F.105 is sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limit of 
Test Pit 3. Cut [1047] measures 0.83m+ by 0.26m+ in extent and 0.54m deep with moderately to 
steeply sloping sides and a slightly rounded concave base. The fill, [1047], is a mid greyish brown silty 
clay deposit 0.54m deep with occasional to frequent inclusions of brick and tile fragments. F.106 most 
probably represents the robbing of a mortared clunch foundation layer, or may perhaps have comprised 
a small rubbish pit. It appears to be of 16th century date, although it cannot be closely dated as it 
contained no pottery. It cuts F.517 and is overlain by F.515; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/7. 
 

Linear F.107, cut [1001], fill [1000] 

Linear F.107 is sub-rectangular in form and aligned roughly north to south, though it extends beyond 
the limit of Test Pit 2. Cut [1001] is 0.84m+ by 0.62m+ in extent and 0.56m+ deep with near vertical 
sides and a relatively flat base. It appears to have been excavated in order to house a lead waterpipe and 
was subsequently backfilled with [1000], a deposit of mid greyish brown clayey silt with occasional 
inclusions of broken brick, tile and glass. F.107 represents a 19th century pipe trench that was probably 
dug to provide water to an earlier cellar lying to the southeast of the area of excavation; it was 
backfilled with a mixed deposit of domestic rubbish and demolition debris that contained Refined 
White Earthenware and Staffordshire Salt Glaze Stoneware, plus residual Glazed Red Earthenware, Tin 
Glazed Earthenware, Plain Red ware and Babylon ware. It cuts F.110 and is cut by F.505; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP2/4.  
 

Pit F.108, cut [1007], fills [1002] and [1003] 

Pit F.108 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 2. Cut [1007] is 0.89m by 
0.50m+ in extent and 0.28m+ deep with near vertical sides that undercut slightly towards a relatively 
flat base. The lowest fill, [1003], is a 0.11m deep banded deposit of pale yellowish grey clay containing 
a lens of well compacted mortar and brick rubble. Above this lies [1002], a mid greyish brown silty 
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clay deposit 0.17m+ deep. F.108 represents a pit of probable 19th century date, partially backfilled with 
demolition debris that contained a single sherd of residual Babylon ware. It cuts F.110 and is cut by 
F.506; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/3. 
 

Pit F.109, cut [1009], fill [1008] 

Pit F.109 is sub-rectangular in form and aligned northwest to southeast, though it extends beyond the 
limit of Test Pit 2. Cut [1009] is 0.56m+ by 0.47m in extent and 0.13m+ deep with steeply sloping to 
near vertical sides and an undulating base. It contained [1008], a mid greyish brown silty clay deposit 
with frequent gravel inclusions. F.109 is 18th century in date, though its function remains unknown. It 
contained Late Glazed red Earthenware, Staffordshire-type Slipware and Chinese Export Porcelain. It 
cuts F.507 and is cut by F.506; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/3. 
 

Pit F.110, cut [1012], fills [1010] and [1011] 

Pit F.110 is sub-rectangular in form and aligned northeast to southwest, though it extends beyond the 
limit of Test Pit 2. Cut [1012] is 0.70m+ by 0.38m+ in extent and 0.46m+ deep with near vertical sides 
and an even base that slopes slightly from north to south. The lower fill, [1011], is 0.18m deep and 
composed of a mid brown silt deposit with frequent small grit and gravel inclusions. Above this is 
[1010], a mottled mid to dark brown silt deposit 0.28m deep with occasional blue grey clay mottles. 
F.110 represents a heavily truncated pit of probable 18th century date but unknown function. It 
contained residual Glazed Red Earthenware and Babylon ware. It cuts F.507 and is cut by F.107 and 
F.108; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/3. 
 

Pit F.111, cut [1059], fills [1056], [1057], [1058] and [1083] 

Pit F.111 is sub-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 1. Cut [1059] is 0.70m+ 
by 0.70m+ in extent and 0.90m+ deep with steeply sloping, slightly stepped sides; the base lay outside 
the limit of excavation. The earliest observable fill, [1058], is 0.06m deep and consists of a loosely 
compacted, friable dark brown grey silty clay with inclusions of organic material. Above this is [1083], 
a mid yellowish grey sandy silty clay measuring 0.09m+ deep and above this [1057], a 0.50m deep 
deposit of mid brownish grey silty clay. Finally the uppermost fill, [1056], measured 0.50m+ deep and 
was composed of mid yellowish brown/grey sandy silty clay. F.111 represents a general 16th century 
rubbish pit. The fill sequence with its steep tip-lines suggests a combination of small dumps of material 
and larger capping deposits. It contained Glazed Red Earthenware and residual Scarborough ware and 
Grey Coarseware. It cuts F.112 and is cut by F.502; it has been assigned to Phase TP1/2.  
 

Pit F.112, cut [1061], fill [1060] 

Pit F.112 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 1. 
Cut [1061] is 0.75m+ by 0.55m+ in extent and 0.39m+ deep with steeply sloping sides and a relatively 
flat base. Within it lies a single fill, [1060], a mottled mid brownish grey silty clay deposit with patches 
of yellow sandy mortar, white clay and interrupted lenses of burnt organic material (primarily ash, 
charcoal and carbonised round-wood). This deposit also contained frequent inclusions of broken tile, 
animal bone and oyster shell. F.112 represents a heavily truncated domestic rubbish pit of probable 16th 
century date. It produced significant amounts of Glazed Red Earthenware and Grey, Brown and Buff 
Coarsewares, plus residual Grimston ware. A worked bone pin was also recovered. So too was a curved 
iron handle or hoop fragment (consisting of 2=1 pieces), along with an iron spur fragment, an iron 
knife blade (again consisting of 2=1 pieces), an iron key, a hollow iron tubular fragment or fitting and 
14 iron nail fragments. It cuts F.503 and is cut by F.111; it has been assigned to Phase TP1/2. 
 

Oven F.113, cut [1067], fills [1063], [1064], [1065], [1066], [1071] and [1072] 

Oven F.113 is an elongated figure-of-eight in form and is aligned northwest to southeast. It is located 
in Test Pit 2. Cut [1067] is 0.83m by 0.42m in extent and has a maximum depth of 0.18m; it consists of 
an oven bowl with a concave profile to the northwest and a flue with moderately sloping sides and a 
relatively flat base to the southeast. The primary fill of the feature is [1072], a mid greyish brown ‘heat-
affected’ sandy clay with frequent shell fragment inclusions. It measured 0.11m deep and was overlain 
by [1071], a 0.03m deep lens of mid orange brown moderately heat-affected silty clay at the flue end. 
Within the bowl itself lay a thin lens, [1066], of black ash and silt 0.01m deep. Above this was a 
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second heat-affected deposit, [1065], which consisted of mid brown silty sandy clay 0.04m deep, also 
with a significant ash component. Two further fills were also present within the bowl end of the oven, 
including: [1064], a 0.05m deep burnt orange sandy clay deposit (possibly representing a re-lining 
event) and; [1063], a 0.03m deep upper fill of mid orangey brown silty clay. F.113 represents an oven 
of probable 16th century date showing signs of in-situ burning and heat-affected fills, which appears to 
have been re-lined on at least one occasion. It contained Red and Grey Coarseware, along with a 
complete cast copper alloy double-oval buckle. This was decorated with simple lobes at the junction of 
its bar and frame, and an ornate casting was present on the latter; the central pin was absent. It cut 
F.118 and is overlain by F508; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
 

Posthole F.114, cut [1068] fill [1069] 

Posthole F.114 is sub-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 1. Cut [1069] is 
0.22m+ by 0.12m+ and 0.39m+ deep with near vertical sides and a relatively flat base. It contained a 
single loosely compacted dark grey silty clay fill, [1068], which included occasional fragments of 
degraded wood. F.114 represents a posthole on the same line as post alignment F.100 and is likely to 
have formed a continuation of the same boundary. It is therefore probably 18th century in date, but 
cannot be closely dated as it contained no pottery. It cuts F.501 and is cut by F.500; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP1/4. 
 

Pit F.115, cut [1074], fills [1073] and [1095] 

Pit F.115 is sub-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 2. Cut [1074] is 0.70m+ 
by 0.68m+ in extent and 0.88m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides, stepping slightly in 
their lower quarter towards a concave rounded base. The basal fill, [1095], is a greenish grey clayey silt 
deposit measuring 0.40m deep that was overlain by [1073], a banded and mottled deposit of greenish 
brown and grey clayey silt 0.62m deep with lenses of charcoal and clay towards its base. F.115 
represents a pit of probable 16th century date, although as little domestic refuse material was uncovered 
it appears unlikely to have comprised rubbish pit. It contained Glazed Red Earthenware. It cuts F.117 
and is overlain by F.508; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
 

Pit F.116, cut [1076], fill [1075] 

Pit F.116 is sub-rectangular in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 2. Cut [1076] is 
0.96m+ by 0.69m+ in extent and 0.38m deep with near vertical sides and a concave base. The fill, 
[1075], is a mid to dark brown silty clay deposit 0.38m deep with frequent small gravel inclusions. 
F.116 represents a pit of probable 16th century date that contained Red Coarseware. It cut F.117 and is 
overlain by F.508; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
 

Pit F.117, cut [1078], fill [1077] 

Pit F.117 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 2. 
Cut [1078] is 0.96m+ by 0.94m+ in extent and 0.40m+ deep with moderately sloping partially concave 
sides and a relatively flat base. The fill, [1077], is a mid brown silty clay deposit 0.38m deep with 
occasional gravel and charcoal fleck inclusions. F.117 represents a pit of probable 16th century date; 
however, the feature cannot be date closely as it contained no pottery. It cut F.125 and is cut by F115 
and F.116; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
 

Pit F.118, cut [1080], fill [1079] 

Pit F.118 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 2. 
Cut [1080] is 0.60m+ by 0.19m+ in extent and 0.14m+ deep with moderately sloping partially concave 
sides and a rounded concave base. The fill, [1079], is a mid brownish grey silty clay deposit 0.14m 
deep with frequent charcoal inclusions. F.118 represents a pit of probable 16th century date, although 
its function remains unknown. It contained Glazed Red Earthenware and Babylon ware. It cut F.125 
and is cut by F113; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
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Pit F.119, cut [1082], fill [1081] 

Pit F.119 is probably sub-oval in form, but extends significantly beyond the limits of Test Pit 2. Cut 
[1082] is 0.70m+ by 0.15m+ in extent and 0.23m+ deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides and 
a rounded concave base. The fill, [1081], is a mid brown clayey silt deposit 0.23m+ deep with frequent 
inclusions of grit and small gravel. F.119 represents a pit of probable 16th century date, although its 
function remains unknown. It contained Glazed Red Earthenware and a small copper alloy plate or 
hinge fragment. It cuts F.144 and is cut by F.124; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
 

Brick structure F.120, cut [1086], masonry [1085], fill [1084] 

Brick structure F.120 is heptagonal in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 3. Cut 
[1086] measures 0.35m+ by 0.24m+ in extent and 0.31m+ deep with vertical sides and a slightly 
irregular rounded concave base. Trench-built within this construction cut was [1085], a heptagonal 
structure which employed re-used hand-made unfrogged yellow bricks (measuring 160mm by 110mm 
by 43mm on average) and survived to a height of five courses; the bricks were laid upon a re-used peg 
tile base and bonded with a friable cream yellow mortar. The structure had an internal diameter of 
0.21m. Construction cut [1086] was subsequently backfilled with [1084], a loose creamish yellow 
friable sandy mortar deposit 0.31m+ deep. F.120 probably dates to the 16th century and appears to 
comprise a vertical ‘pit bosch’ (i.e. quenching pit); it is situated with in the floor of a small-scale 
metalworking workshop (Workshop 3) and contained Glazed Red Earthenware. It cuts F.518 and is 
overlain by F.517; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/5. 
 

Pit F.121, cut [1093], fill [1092] 

Pit F.121 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3. 
Cut [1093] measures 0.74m+ by 0.52m+ in extent and 0.27m deep with moderately to steeply sloping 
sides and a slightly rounded concave base. The fill, [1092], is a mixed greyish brown silty clay deposit 
0.27m deep with occasional to frequent inclusions of ash, brick and tile. F.121 represents a refuse pit of 
16th century date. It contained Babylon ware, Broad Street Fineware and residual Ely/Grimston ware. A 
socketed iron tool fragment was also recovered. It cuts F.521 and is overlain by F.518; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP3/5. 
 

Posthole F.122, cut [1101], fill [1100] 

Posthole F.122 is sub-square in form, though it is partially truncated; it is located in Test Pit 3. Cut 
[1101] measures 0.15m by 0.12m in extent and 0.09m+ deep with vertical sides and a relatively flat 
base. The fill, [1100], is a friable dark grey silt deposit 0.09m+ deep with frequent ash and charcoal 
inclusions. F.122 represents a posthole, possibly contemporary with F.132 to the east, which formed 
part of a temporary or ephemeral structure; the post was apparently robbed and the void deliberately 
backfilled before the construction of a succeeding structure. It is 16th century in date and contained a 
single sherd of Babylon ware. It cuts F.523 and is overlain by F.520; it has been assigned to Phase 
TP3/4. 
 

Pit F.123, cut [1103], fills [1102], [1113] and [1141] 

Pit F.123 is sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 
3. Cut [1103] measures 0.92m+ by 0.40m+ in extent and 0.94m+ deep with steeply sloping sides; the 
base lay beyond the limit of excavation. The earliest fill, [1141], comprised a mixed mid grey silt clay 
deposit 0.41m+ deep with numerous tips and lenses of charcoal. Above this lay [1113], a mid to dark 
purplish black friable ash cinder and charcoal rich fill 0.13m+ deep with occasional unburnt inclusions 
of brick, tile and bone. The uppermost fill, [1102], was a mixed mid grey silty clay deposit 0.57m+ 
deep with occasional lenses of charcoal. Unfortunately, the feature could not be bottomed and all of 
these fills were seen to continue beyond the limit of the excavation. F.123 represents a domestic 
rubbish pit of 16th century date, with evidence suggesting that it was comprised of mixed dumps of 
differentially derived burnt and unburnt material indicating a fairly rapid succession of backfilling 
episodes. It contained Glazed Red Earthenware, Broad Street Fineware, Grey and Red Coarsewares 
and residual Grimston ware. A fragment from a sub-circular/sub-oval copper alloy plate was also 
present. It cuts F.523 and is overlain by F.520; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/4. 
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Wall F.124, cut [1110], wall [1108], mortar [1109] 

Wall F.124 is linear in form and orientated northeast to southwest, though it extends beyond the limit 
of Test Pit 2. Cut [1110] is 0.44m by 0.14m+ in extent and 0.25m deep with vertical sides and a 
relatively flat base. This provides a construction cut for trench-built wall footing [1108], which is 
composed of a single course of red bricks (measuring 180mm by 80mm by 50mm on average) beneath 
successive courses of red tile (20mm thick on average) and black tile (25mm thick on average). Above 
the double tile course was a single surviving course of clunch, which may have originally continued to 
form a wall. This was set within a very hard pale grey yellow sand mortar [1109], which appears to 
have also been used to fill gaps within the construction cut. F.124 represents the end of a wall footing, 
possibly associated with buildings visible within Test Pit 3. The wall foundation probably dates to the 
16th century; however, the feature cannot be date closely as it contained no pottery. It cuts F.119 and is 
overlain by F.508; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
 

Pit F.125, cut [1112], fill [1111] 

Pit F.125 is probably sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limit of 
Test pit 2. Cut [1112] is 0.72m+ by 0.30m+ in extent and 0.20m+ deep with steeply sloping to near 
vertical sides and a relatively flat base. The fill, [1111], is a mid brown silt clay deposit 0.20m deep 
with moderate pale grey mottle patches and occasional to frequent stone and gravel inclusions. F.125 
represents a small heavily truncated rubbish pit of 16th century date. It contained Red and Grey 
Coarseware. It cut F.126 and is cut by F.117, F.118 and F.124; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
 

Pit F.126, cut [1122], fills [1117], [1118] = [1119], [1120] = [1121] and [1176] 

Pit F.126 is sub-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 2. Cut [1122] is 0.84m+ 
by 0.38m+ in extent and 0.82m deep with moderate to steeply sloping sides leading to a relatively flat 
base. The basal fill, [1120] = [1121], is a 0.34m deep deposit varying, in a highly diffuse fashion, from 
a pale greyish brown clayey silt in the southwest corner to a pale orange brown silty clay in the 
northeast corner. Above this lies [1118] = [1119], a mid greyish brown sandy silt deposit 0.26m deep 
containing lenses and tips of charcoal rich, ash and silt and pale pink burnt silt clay material introduced 
from the north and varying from 0.03m to 0.05m thick. This was succeeded by [1117], a deposit of 
brown silty sand 0.16m deep that was then sealed in turn by uppermost fill [1176], a greyish black ash 
and silt deposit 0.09m deep. F.126 represents a large rubbish pit of 16th century date that was used for 
the disposal of dumps of domestic refuse, fire ‘rake-out’ and hearth waste. It contained Broad Street 
Fineware, Red Coarseware, Glazed Red Earthenware and Babylon ware along with residual Ely ware 
and Essex Red ware. A hollow iron tubular fragment was also recovered, along with three iron nail 
fragments. It cuts F.143 and is cut by F.125; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
 

Pit F.127, cut [1125], fills [1123] and [1124] 

Pit F.127 is sub-circular in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 
2. Cut [1125] is 1.10m+ by 0.56m+ in extent and 0.20m+ deep with steeply sloping partially concave 
sides and a relatively flat base sloping slightly towards the northeast corner. The initial deposition 
within the pit is [1124], a dump of mid to dark brown clayey silt 0.06m deep containing frequent 
inclusions of oyster shells made against the northern edge of the cut. This is overlain by upper fill 
[1123], a mid brown silty clay deposit 0.20m+ deep. F.127 represents a heavily truncated pit, probably 
of 16th century date but containing little direct dating evidence; it contained a single sherd of Essex Red 
ware that may be residual. It cuts F.144 and is cut by F.143; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
 

Pit F.128, cut [1128], fills [1126] and [1127] 

Pit F.128 is sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 
3. Cut [1128] measures 0.69m+ by 0.66m+ in extent and 0.66m+ deep with steeply sloping sides and a 
relatively flat base. The earliest fill, [1127], is a mixed mid greyish black ash and charcoal rich silty 
clay deposit 0.41m+ deep. It sits beneath [1126], a similar mid grey silty clay deposit 0.15m+ deep 
with occasional lenses of ash and heat-affected reddish clay. F.128 represents a domestic rubbish pit of 
16th century date. The fill sequence suggests a relatively rapid backfilling sequence, at least initially, 
with mixed dumps of burnt and unburnt material. It contained Red, Grey and Buff Coarsewares, 
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imported Stoneware from Raeren and probably residual Essex Red ware. It cuts F.524 and is overlain 
by F.523; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/3. 
 

Pit F.129, cut [1131], fill [1130] 

Pit F.129 is sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 
3. Cut [1131] measures 0.93m+ by 0.34m+ in extent and 0.09m+ deep with moderately to steeply 
sloping sides and a relatively flat base. The fill, [1130], is comprised of a mixed mid grey clayey silt 
deposit 0.09m+ deep with frequent pot and animal bone inclusions. F.129 represents a rubbish pit of 
16th century date; the density of refuse material suggests a very rapid depositional sequence, possibly 
even occurring in a single event. It contained Grey Coarseware, Glazed Red Earthenware, Broad Street 
Fineware and imported Stoneware from Frechen. It cuts F.131 and is overlain by F.524; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP3/2. 
 

Pit F.130, cut [1133], fill [1132] 

Pit F.130 is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3. Cut 
[1131] measures 1.02m+ by 0.85m+ in extent and 0.30m deep with gently to moderately sloping sides 
and an irregular concave base. The fill, [1132], is comprised of a mixed dark grey clayey silt deposit 
0.30m deep with discrete tips of purplish black ash and charcoal. F.130 represents a rubbish pit of 16th 
century date, in which the density of refuse material suggests the very rapid deposition of mixed dumps 
of differentially derived burnt and unburnt material. It contained Grey Coarseware, Glazed Red 
Earthenware and imported Stoneware from Raeren. A worked ivory bead was also recovered from 
sample 101. It cuts F.131 and is overlain by F.523; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/2. 
 

Posthole F.131, cuts [1138], post-pipe [1136], fills [1135] and [1137] 

Posthole F.131 is circular in form, though it is partially truncated; it is located in Test Pit 3. Cut [1138] 
measures 0.24m by 0.24m in extent and 0.28m deep with vertical sides and a relatively flat base. It 
contained a packing fill, [1137], composed of a mottled dense pale cream clay deposit 0.28m deep. In 
the centre of this was post-pipe [1136], which was circular in form and measured 80mm by 80mm in 
extent with a depth of 0.28m; the sides of the post-pipe were vertical and its base flat. It was filled with 
[1135], a mid greyish brown silty clay deposit 0.28m deep. F.131 represents a posthole containing a 
central post set within packing material; the post appears to be removed rather than left to rot in-situ. It 
is likely to be of 16th century date, although it contained only residual Grey Coarseware and Ely ware. 
It cuts F.525 and is cut by F.129 and F.130; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/2. 
 

Posthole F.132, cut [1143], fill [1142] 

Posthole F.132 is circular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3. Cut [1143] 
measures 0.30m+ by 80mm+ in extent and 0.26m with vertical sides and a rounded concave base. The 
fill, [1142], is composed of a semi-friable mid greyish brown clayey silt deposit 0.26m deep with 
frequent inclusions of brick and tile fragments. F.132 represents a robbed and deliberately backfilled 
posthole; the loose compaction of its fill resulted in the slumping of overlying layers. The posthole and 
fill appear very similar to earlier feature F.133 and may therefore represent its replacement. F.132 is 
likely to be of 16th century date, although it cannot be closely dated as it contained no pottery. It cuts 
F.523 and is overlain by F.522; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/4. 
 

Posthole F.133, cut [1145], fill [1144] 

Posthole F.133 is circular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3. Cut [1145] 
measures 0.21m+ by 60mm+ in extent and 0.51m deep with vertical sides and a rounded concave base. 
The fill, [1144], is composed of a semi-friable mid greyish brown clayey silt deposit 0.51m deep with 
frequent inclusions of brick and tile fragments. F.133 represents a robbed and deliberately backfilled 
posthole. Some of the larger fragments of tile may have originally acted as packing material. The 
posthole is likely to be of 16th century date, although it cannot be closely dated as it contained no 
pottery. It cuts F.524 and is overlain by F.523; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/3. 
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Pit F.134, cut [1147], fill [1146] 

Pit F.134 is sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 
3. Cut F.134 measures 0.63m+ by 0.38m+ in extent and 0.20m+ deep with moderately to steeply 
sloping sides; the base lay beyond the limit of excavation. The fill, [1146], is composed of a semi-
friable mid grey silty clay deposit 0.20m+ deep with occasional lenses of brown ‘coprolite-rich’ 
material. F.134 may represent a deliberate cesspit, although it seems more likely that these deposits 
were derived from the opportunistic dumping of cess-rich material within a pre-existing feature of 
unknown original purpose. F.134 is likely to date to the 15th century or earlier, although it cannot be 
closely dated as it contained no pottery. It cuts F.135 and is overlain by F.525; it has been assigned to 
Phase TP3/1. 
 

Pit F.135, cut [1150], fills [1148] and [1149] 

Pit F.135 is sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 
3. Cut F.135 measures 0.55m+ by 0.36m+ in extent and 0.21m+ in depth with steeply sloping to near 
vertical sides; the base lay beyond the limit of excavation. The lowest observable fill, [1149], consists 
of a relatively firm deposit of mottled mid grey silty clay 0.12m+ deep. Above this lay [1148], a 
capping deposit of compacted greenish orange gravels 0.09m deep. F.135 may represent a deliberate 
cesspit, although the green mottles within its fill could alternatively have resulted from the leaching of 
material from adjacent features. It is likely to be of 15th century date or earlier and contained probably 
residual Brill ware. F.135 was not bottomed and continued below the maximum depth of excavation in 
this area, it was cut by F.134; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/1. 
 

Posthole F.136, cut [1152], fill [1151] 

Posthole F.136 is sub-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3. Cut [1152] 
measures 0.52m+ by 50mm+ in extent and 0.53m with steeply sloping sides and a rounded concave 
base. The fill [1151] is 0.53m deep and composed of a mixed black ash and charcoal deposit with 
lenses of paler grey ash and frequent inclusions of broken tile and clunch, possibly the remains of 
packing material. F.136 represents a robbed and deliberately backfilled posthole. The similarities of the 
fill with the overlying layer suggest that the robbing and backfilling were a single event relating to a 
change in the use of this area. The posthole is likely to be of 16th century date, however it cannot be 
closely dated as it contained no pottery. It cuts F.520 and is overlain by F.518; it has been assigned to 
Phase TP3/5. 
 

Posthole F.137, cuts [1154] and [1156], fills [1153] and [1155] 

Posthole F.137 is rectangular in form, though it was partially truncated. It is located Test Pit 2. Cut 
[1156] is 0.40m by 0.36m in extent and 0.26m+ deep with vertical sides and a relatively flat base. The 
packing fill, [1155], is 0.26m+ deep and consists of a mid brown silty clay deposit. The post-pipe, 
[1154], is 0.15m in diameter and 0.24m deep with vertical sides and a relatively flat base. It contained 
[1153], a soft pale brownish white clay deposit that appears to have been lined with on-edge red tiles. 
F.137 represents a posthole and post pipe, from which the post has been removed before the void was 
deliberately backfilled. The posthole may have re-established the position of an earlier boundary or 
building as it sits close to the location of earlier posthole F.142. It almost certainly dates to some time 
within the 16th century, however the feature cannot be date closely as it contained no pottery. It cuts 
F.144 and is overlain by F.116; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
 

Pit F.138, cut [1158], fill [1157] 

Pit F.138 is probably sub-rectangular in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 2. Cut 
[1158] is 0.79m+ by 0.08m+ in extent and 0.72m+ deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides; the 
base of the pit lay beyond the limit of excavation. Fill [1157] consists of a dark greyish brown silty clay 
deposit 0.72m+ deep with frequent gravel inclusions. F.138 represents a rubbish pit of 16th century date 
that contained Grey Coarseware and Glazed Red Earthenware. It cuts F.139 and is cut by F.138; it has 
been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
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Pit F.139, cut [1160], fill [1159] 

Pit F.139 is probably sub-rectangular in form, though it was heavily truncated and extends beyond the 
limit of Test Pit 2. Cut [1160] is 1.00m+ by 0.30m+ in extent and 0.19m+ deep with moderately 
sloping concave sides; the base of the pit lay beyond the limit of excavation. Fill [1159] consists of a 
mid brown silty clay deposit 0.19m+ deep with occasional gravel and shell inclusions. F.138 represents 
a remnant of a pit of unknown function. It probably dates to the 16th century and contained Red 
Coarseware and residual Ely Grimston ware. It cuts F.140 and is cut by F.138; it has been assigned to 
Phase TP2/2. 
 

Pit F.140, cut [1164], fills [1161], [1162] and [1163] 

Pit F.140 is sub-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 2. Cut [1164] is 
0.36m+ by 0.30m+ in extent and 0.26m deep with vertical sides and a relatively flat base. The basal 
fill, [1163], is a mid brown silt clay deposit 0.25m deep with occasional gravel and charcoal inclusions. 
Above this lies [1162], a 0.10m thick band of black ash and charcoal with pink burnt clay mottles. The 
upper fill, [1161], is a mottled mid grey silty clay deposit 0.12m deep. F.140 represents a rubbish pit of 
16th century date that was utilised for the disposal of domestic rubbish and probable hearth waste, 
possibly inserted in a single episode. It contained Glazed Red Earthenware, imported Stoneware from 
Raeren and Broad Street Fineware. It cuts F.141 and is cut by F.139; it has been assigned to Phase 
TP2/2. 
 

Pit F.141, cut [1168], fills [1165], [1166] and [1167] 

Pit F.141 is probably sub-rectangular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 2. Cut 
[1168] is 0.64m+ by 0.30m+ in extent and a maximum of 0.32m deep with near vertical sides and a 
relatively flat base that slopes slightly to the northwest. The basal fill, [1167], is a mid brown sandy silt 
deposit 0.12m deep with frequent inclusions of oyster shell. It is overlain by [1166], a 0.14m deep 
patch of firm ‘off-white’ clay. The uppermost fill is [1165], a dark brown clayey silt deposit 0.20m 
deep with frequent charcoal inclusions. F.140 represents a pit of 16th century date. The shape and fill 
sequence of this feature suggest that it had a semi-industrial function. It represents the earliest pit in a 
string of inter-cutting 16th century features, although many of the later pits appear to have a more 
‘domestic’ signature. It contained Red and Grey Coarsewares, imported Stoneware from Raeren and 
Glazed Red Earthenware. It cuts F.509 and is cut by F.140; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
 

Posthole F.142, cut [1172], fill [1171] 

Posthole F.142 is circular in form and located in Test Pit 2. Cut [1172] is 0.24m in diameter and 0.10m 
deep with moderately to steeply sloping sides that taper to a V-shaped, pointed base. The fill, [1171], is 
a dark greyish brown silty clay deposit 0.10m deep. The posthole is of 15th or 16th century date, 
although it cannot be dated more closely as it contained no pottery. It cuts F.510 and is overlain by 
F.509; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/1. 
 

Pit F.143, cut [1175], fill [1174] = [1177] 

Pit F.143 is sub-circular in form, though it is heavily truncated and continues beyond the limits of Test 
Pit 2. Cut [1175] is 1.04m+ by 0.13m+ in extent and 0.54m+ deep with steeply sloping to near vertical 
sides; the base of the pit lay beyond the limit of excavation. Fill [1174] = [1177] is composed of a mid 
to dark brown silty clay deposit 0.54m+ deep. F.143 represents a pit of probable 16th century date but 
unknown function. It contained no datable material, and therefore cannot be closely dated. It cuts F.127 
and is cut by F.126; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
 

Pit F.144, cut [1191], fill [1190] 

Pit F.144 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 2. Cut [1191] is 1.06m+ 
by 0.68m+ in extent and 0.28m deep with moderately to steeply sloping concave sides and a slightly 
rounded base. Fill [1190] is composed of mid brown silty clay 0.28m deep with frequent gravel 
inclusions. F.144 represents a pit of probable 16th century date but of unknown function. It contained 
no datable material, and therefore cannot be closely dated. It cuts F.138 and is cut by F.119, F.127 and 
F.137; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/2. 
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Foundation F.145, cut [1204], masonry [1203], fill [1202] 

Foundation F.145 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 6. Cut [1204] is 
0.60m+ by 0.24m+ in extent and 0.13m deep with moderately to steeply sloping partially concave sides 
and a rounded concave base. It contained [1202], an orange sandy gravel bedding layer 0.07m deep 
which provided a foundation for [1203], two pinkish red bricks (50mm thick on average) that were laid 
as stretchers and bonded with a pale yellowish cream sandy mortar; these bricks were seen to continue 
beyond the limit of Test Pit 6 to the southwest. F.145 represents the reinstatement of the foundation of 
a possible temporary structure previously denoted by foundation F.149. It is likely to be of 16th century 
date, although it cannot be more closely dated as it contained no pottery. It cuts F.535 and is overlain 
by F.534; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/7. 
 

Pit F.146, cut [1213], fill [1212] 

Pit F.146 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 6. Cut [1213] is 0.88m+ by 
0.25m+ in extent and 0.28m deep with moderately to steeply sloping sides and a relatively flat base. 
Fill [1213] comprises a mid grey brown sandy clay deposit 0.28m deep. F.146 represents a probable 
rubbish pit of 15th/16th century date that was rapidly backfilled. It contained Essex Red and Grey ware 
plus residual Lyveden ware. It cuts F.537 and is overlain by F.536; it has been assigned to Phase 
TP6/6. 
 

Wall F.147, cut [1217], wall [1197], fill [1216] 

Wall F.147 is linear in form and aligned northwest to southeast, though it extends beyond the limits of 
Test Pit 4. Cut [1217] is 1.50m+ by 0.12m+ in extent and survives to a depth of 0.08m+; it has vertical 
sides and a relatively flat base. Within this cut was constructed wall [1197], which measures 1.50m+ by 
0.20m in extent and 0.22m deep and was constructed from hand-made red and yellow bricks that are 
220mm by 110mm by 50mm on average. It survives to a height of three courses, the upper two of 
which have apparently been rendered with a pale grey mortar. The construction cut was the backfilled 
with [1216], a deliberately introduced dark greyish brown silty clay deposit 0.08m deep. F.147 
represents the footings of a wall built within a construction cut that was subsequently backfilled. It was 
constructed on the same alignment as later walls F.527 and is likely to date to the 16th century. 
However as no pottery was recovered, the precise date of the feature remains unclear. This build may 
be contemporary with structural elements observed in Test Pit 3. It cuts F.551 and is overlain by F.530; 
it has been assigned to Phase TP4/4. 
 

Posthole F.148, cut [1221], fill [1220] 

Posthole F.148 is sub-circular in form and located in Test Pit 4. Cut [1221] is 0.29m by 0.27m in extent 
and 0.50m deep with vertical sides and a relatively flat base. The fill, [1220], is a firm bluish grey clay 
deposit 0.50m deep with occasional mottled patches of mid brown silty clay throughout. F.148 
represents an isolated posthole of unknown function. It is likely to date to the 15th century based on the 
presence of Essex Red ware within its fill, although this may be residual. It cuts F.155 and is overlain 
by F.530; it has been assigned to Phase TP4/3. 
 

Foundation F.149, cut [1223], fill [1222] 

Foundation F.149 is sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Test Pit 6. Cut [1223] is 0.67m+ by 0.20m+ in extent and 0.06m deep with gently to moderately 
sloping sides and a relatively flat base. Fill [1222] consists of an off-white lime mortar deposit with 
frequent gravel and broken brick fragments inclusions. F.149 represents a foundation deposit, probably 
for a temporary structure, which was later succeeded by foundation F.145. It is likely to be of 15th 
century date, although it cannot be closely dated as it contained no pottery. It cuts F.150 and is overlain 
by F.537; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/6. 
 

Posthole F.150, cut [1225], fill [1224] 

Posthole F.150 is sub-oval to sub-rectangular in form, though it is partially truncated and extends 
beyond the limit of Test Pit 6. Cut [1225] is 0.28m+ by 0.26m in extent and 0.18m+ deep with steeply 
sloping to near vertical sides and a relatively flat base. The fill, [1224], comprises a mid greenish grey 
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sandy clay deposit with occasional dark brown organic inclusions. Occasional fragments of quartz, 
measuring 180mm by 150mm by 80mm on average, may originally have acted as packing material. 
F.150 is contemporary with posthole F.151, both of which are likely to have comprised elements in a 
temporary exterior structure; the presence of degraded organic material in its fill demonstrates that the 
post was left to rot in-situ. It is most probably 15th century in date, although it cannot be more closely 
dated as it contained no pottery. It cuts F.150 and is overlain by F.537; it has been assigned to Phase 
TP6/6. 
 

Posthole F.151, cut [1227], fill [1226] 

Posthole F.150 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 6. Cut [1227] is 
0.28m+ by 0.20m+ in extent and 0.16m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides and a relatively 
flat base. The fill, [1226], comprises a mid grey silty clay deposit with occasional dark brown organic 
inclusions. F.151 is contemporary with posthole F.150, both of which are likely to have comprised 
elements in a temporary exterior structure; the presence of degraded organic material in its fill 
demonstrates that the post was left to rot in-situ. It is 15th century in date and contained a single sherd 
of Essex Grey ware. It cuts F.150 and is overlain by F.537; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/6. 
 

Pit F.152, cut [1229], fill [1228] 

Pit F.152 is sub-circular in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test 
Pit 4. Cut [1229] is 0.90m+ by 0.77m+ in extent and 0.17m deep with near vertical sides and a 
relatively flat base. Fill [1228] is composed of a mid brown silty clay deposit 0.17m deep with 
moderate quantities of broken brick and tile inclusions. F.152 represents a rubbish pit of 16th century 
date; the mixed and poorly sorted nature of the fill suggests that it may have been deliberately 
backfilled via a series of relatively rapid events. It contained Grey and Red Coarsewares, plus residual 
Essex Red ware and Thetford-type ware. It cut F.153 and is overlain by F.551; it has been assigned to 
Phase TP4/3. 
 

Pit F.153, cut [1231], fill [1230] 

Pit F.153 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 4. 
Cut [1231] is 0.56m+ by 0.48m+ in extent and 0.20m+ deep with moderately to steeply sloping sides 
and a relatively flat base. It contained [1230], a mid brownish grey clay deposit 0.20m deep with 
frequent white clay mottles throughout. F.153 represents a clay filled pit of unknown function situated 
within a complex of cut features spanning the 15th and 16th centuries. Unfortunately, the absence of 
pottery from the feature makes assigning a close date difficult but does imply that an interpretation as a 
rubbish pit is unlikely. It cuts F.155 and is cut by F.152; it has been assigned to Phase TP4/3. 
 

Pit F.154, cut [1233], fill [1232] 

Pit F.154 is sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 
6. Cut [1233] is 0.93m+ by 0.64m+ in extent and 0.10m deep with gently sloping sides and a slightly 
rounded concave base. The fill, [1232], comprises a semi-friable mid greyish brown sandy clay silt. 
F.154 represents a shallow pit backfilled with levelling material in order to consolidate potential 
slumping into underlying features. It is 15th century in date and contained Grey Coarseware, Essex Red 
ware and Ely ware. a sub-rectangular mortar fragment – in which one of the four external nodules, and 
part of the inner dished surface, remain clearly visible – was also recovered. It F.538 and is cut by 
F.150; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/6. 
 

Pit F.155, cut [1236], fills [1235] and [1240] 

Pit F.155 is sub-circular in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test 
Pit 4. Cut [1136] is 1.21m+ by 1.08m + in extent and 0.33m+ deep. The sides of the pit within the area 
have largely been removed by later truncation, although the surviving lower portion suggests a slightly 
stepped profile; its base lay beyond the limits of excavation. The lower fill, [1235], consists of a mid to 
dark brown clayey silt deposit 0.33m+ deep with occasional green stains and mottles. Above this lies 
[1240], a dumped fill consisting of bands of mid grey sandy silt 0.15m+ deep with lenses of pale silt 
and black ash and charcoal. F.155 represents a large rubbish pit backfilled with consistent dumps of 
waste material, possibly with a cess component. Late in the depositional sequence a dump of burnt 
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material, probably a fire rake-out deposit, was also incorporated. The pit is 16th century in date and 
contained Essex Red and Grey wares, along with Brown Coarseware and a single sherd of 
Staffordshire-type fabric (although the latter may represent intrusive material). It cuts F.156 and is cut 
by F.148 and F.153; it has been assigned to Phase TP4/3. 
 

Pit F.156, cut [1238], fill [1237] 

Pit F.156 is sub-rectangular in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Test Pit 4. Cut [1238] is 0.64m+ by 0.32m+ in extent and 0.55m+ in depth with near vertical sides and 
a relatively flat base. The fill, [1237], is composed of a dark brown to black silt and ash deposit 0.55m+ 
deep that contained occasional to frequent charcoal inclusions. F.156 represents a pit deliberately 
backfilled with a series of dumps of hearth waste material; the absence of any slag or burnt clay 
indicates that these deposits were most probably domestic in origin. It is probably of 16th century date, 
and contained significant amounts of Glazed Red Earthenware. A rectangular iron plate or blade 
fragment was also recovered, along with two iron nail fragments. It cut F.531 and is cut by F.155; it 
has been assigned to Phase TP4/3. 
 

Pit F.157, cut [1242], fills [1260], [1259] and [1241] 

Pit F.157 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 4. Cut [1242] is 0.50m+ 
by 040m+ in extent and 0.56m deep with near vertical sides and a relatively flat base. The basal fill, 
[1260], comprised a dark brownish grey silty clay deposit 0.34m deep that was overlain by [1259], a 
lens of soft pale brown to black ashy silt 0.05m deep. The upper fill, [1241], comprised a dark 
brownish grey mixed silt clay deposit 0.23m deep that was very similar in composition to the basal fill. 
F.157 represents a rubbish pit of probable 15th century date that was utilised for the deposition of a 
number of dumps of general domestic waste material. It contained Essex Red and Grey wares along 
with Grey Coarseware. It cut F.158 and is overlain by F.531; it has been assigned to Phase TP4/2. 
 

Pit F.158, cut [1244], fill [1243] 

Pit F.158 is sub-rectangular in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Test Pit 4. Cut [1244] is 1.10m+ by 0.34m+ in extent and 0.17m+ deep with near vertical sides and 
relatively flat base. The fill, [1243], is composed of a firm dark greyish brown silty clay deposit 
0.17m+ deep. F.158 represents a shallow pit of unknown function; it does not appear to contain the 
quantity of material to be expected from a rubbish pit. It is likely that the feature dates to the 15th 
century on stratigraphic grounds, though it contained only Grimston ware and Thetford-type ware that 
is probably residual. It cuts F.532 and is cut by F.157; it has been assigned to Phase TP4/2. 
 

Foundation F.159, cut [1246], fill [1245] 

Foundation F.159 is sub-oval to sub-rectangular in form, though it is partially truncated and extends 
beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. Cut [1246] is 0.48m+ by 0.16m+ in extent and 0.06m deep with gently 
to moderately sloping sides and a slightly rounded concave base. Fill [1245] comprises a mid greyish 
brown silty clay deposit with occasional pale bluish grey mottles and rare brick fragment inclusions. 
F.159 represents a foundation deposit, probably for a temporary structure, which was later succeeded 
by F.149 and then again by F.145. It is 15th century in date and contained Essex Red ware and Grey 
Coarseware. It cuts F.150 and is overlain by F.537; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/5. 
 

Pit F.160, cut [1249], fills [1248] and [1247] 

Pit F.160 is sub-oval in form and located in Test Pit 6. Cut [1249] is 0.86m by 0.64m in extent and 
0.26m deep with moderately to steeply sloping sides and a slightly rounded concave base. The lower 
fill, [1248], comprises a pale greyish brown sandy silt deposit 0.13m deep with occasional brown 
organic inclusions. Above this lies [1247], a pale brownish grey sandy clay silt deposit 0.13m deep 
with occasional brown organic and rare shell inclusions. F.160 represents a domestic rubbish pit of 15th 
century date that contained a series of rapidly introduced dumps. It contained Essex Red ware and Grey 
and Pink Coarsewares, plus residual Grimston ware. It cuts F.539 and is overlain by F.538; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP6/5. 
 



 296

Stakehole F.161, cut [1250] 

Stakehole F.161 is circular in form and located in Test Pit 6. Cut [1250] is 0.06m in diameter and 
0.12m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides tapering to a ‘V’ shaped base. F.161 represents a 
vertically-set stake that was left to rot in-situ, resulting in a void. It is likely to be contemporary with 
similar example F.162 to the northeast, and both are probably associated with surface F.539. It is most 
probably 15th century in date, although it cannot be more closely dated as it contained no datable 
material. It cuts F.539 and is overlain by F.538; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/5. 
 

Stakehole F.162, cut [1251] 

Stakehole F.162 is sub-square in form and located in Test Pit 6. Cut [1251] is 0.9m square and 0.19m 
deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides tapering to a ‘V’ shaped base. F.162 represents a 
vertically-set stake that was left to rot in-situ, resulting in a void. It is likely to be contemporary with 
similar example F.161 to the southwest, and both are probably associated with surface F.539. It is most 
probably 15th century in date, although it cannot be more closely dated as it contained no datable 
material. It cuts F.539 and is overlain by F.538; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/5. 
 

Stakehole F.163, cut [1254] 

Stakehole F.163 is circular in form and located in Test Pit 6. Cut [1254] is 0.04m in diameter and 
0.23m deep with vertical sides tapering to a ‘V’ shaped base. F.163 represents a vertically set stake that 
was left to rot in-situ, resulting in a void with only a 1mm thick deposit of brown decayed organic 
material adhering to its side. It is likely to be contemporary with similar example F.164 to the south, 
and both appear to have formed elements in a fence line or temporary structure of probable 15th century 
date; they were later succeeded by F.161 and F.162. Unfortunately, no datable material was recovered. 
It cuts F.540 and is overlain by F.539; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/5. 
 

Stakehole F.164, cut [1255] 

Stakehole F.163 is sub-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. Cut [1255] is 
30mm in diameter and 0.20m deep with vertical sides tapering to a v-shape profile at the base. F.164 
represents a vertically set stake that was left to rot in-situ, resulting in a void with only a 1mm thick 
deposit of brown decayed organic material adhering to its side. It is likely to be contemporary with 
similar example F.163 to the north, and both appear to have formed elements in a fence line or 
temporary structure of probable 15th century date; they were later succeeded by F.161 and F.162. 
Unfortunately, no datable material was recovered. It cuts F.540 and is overlain by F.539; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP6/5. 
 

Posthole F.165, cut [1268], fill [1267] 

Posthole F.165 is sub-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. Cut [1268] is 
0.26m+ by 0.10m+ in extent and 0.35m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides and a slightly 
rounded concave base. Fill [1267] comprises a mixed and mottled mid brownish grey silt clay deposit 
0.35m deep that contained a lens of pale grey clay. F.165 represents a posthole of probable 15th century 
date. The post was removed and the cut deliberately backfilled; unfortunately, no datable material was 
recovered. It cuts F.543 and is overlain by F.540; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/4. 
 

Pit F.166, cut [1271], fill [1270] 

Pit F.166 is sub-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. Cut [1270] is 
0.47m+ by 0.30m+ in extent and 0.28m deep with moderately to steeply sloping sides and a rounded 
concave base. The fill, [1270], comprises a mid greyish brown silty clay deposit 0.28m deep with 
occasional to frequent off-white clay mottles. F.166 represents a small deliberately backfilled pit of 
unknown function that probably dates to the 14th or 15th centuries but contained exclusively residual 
material including Thetford-type and St Neots-type wares. It cut F.544 and is overlain by F.543; it has 
been assigned to Phase TP6/3. 
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Pit F.167, cut [1279], fill [1278] 

Pit F.167 is sub-rectangular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 4. Cut [1279] is 
0.90m+ by 0.22m+ in extent and 0.10m+ deep with vertical sides; the base lay beyond the limit of 
excavation. The fill, [1278], is a firm white clay deposit 0.10m+ deep with mottled patches of mid 
brown silty clay. F.167 represents a pit of probable 15th century date, although it remains of unknown 
function. It contained Red Coarseware and probably residual Ely ware. It cuts F.168 and is overlain by 
F.533; it has been assigned to Phase TP4/1. 
 

Pit F.168, cut [1283], fills [1282], [1281] and [1280] 

Pit F.168 is sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 
4. Cut [1283] is 1.21m+ by 0.82m+ in extent and 0.10m+ deep with near vertical sides; the base lay 
beyond the limit of excavation. The earliest visible fill, [1282], is a mid brown sandy silt deposit 
0.10m+ deep that was overlain by [1281], a mid greyish brown clayey silt deposit 0.10m+ deep with 
frequent charcoal inclusions. The upper fill, [1280], is a brownish red sandy silt deposit 0.08m deep 
with mottled mid brown silt patches. F.168 represents a large rubbish pit containing a series of tipped 
fills and deposits of slumped material. It is 15th century in date and contained Grey Coarseware, Essex 
Red ware, Ely and Ely-Grimston wares plus residual St Neots-type ware. It is cut by F.167; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP4/1. 
 

Pit F.169, cut [1300], fill [1299] 

Pit F.169 is sub-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 5. Cut [1300] is 
0.56m+ by 0.44m+ in extent and 0.27m deep with concave sides and a partially concave base. The only 
surviving fill is [1299], a deposit of relatively loose mid brown clayey silt with occasional to rare 
gravels along with rare charcoal and shell fleck inclusions. The fill sequence of F.169 indicates that the 
feature was deliberately, and probably quite rapidly, backfilled, suggesting that it was intended for use 
as a rubbish pit. It is 15th century in date and contained Grey Coarseware and Essex Red ware, plus 
residual Buff Coarseware and Thetford-type ware. It cuts F.171 and is overlain by F.196; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP5/3. 

 

Pit F.170, cut [1302], fill [1301]  

Pit F.170 is semi-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 5. Cut [1302] is 
1.08m+ by 0.50m+ in extent and 0.23m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides and a flat, 
slightly undulating base. The only surviving fill is [1301], a deposit of relatively loose mid brown 
clayey silt with occasional small gravel and rare charcoal fleck and oyster shell inclusions. The fill 
sequence of F.170 indicates that the feature was deliberately backfilled. It is 15th century in date and 
contained Grey Coarseware, Essex Red and Grey wares and Ely ware, plus residual Roman Greyware. 
It cuts F.171 and is overlain by F.196; it has been assigned to Phase TP5/3. 
 

Pit F.171, cut [1304], fill [1303]. 

Pit F.171 is sub-rectangular in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 5. Cut [1304] is 
1.40m+ by 0.82m+ in extent and 0.39m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides and a flat base. 
The only surviving fill is [1303], a deposit of soft mid to dark brown clayey silt with occasional small 
angular gravels, rare oyster and mussel shell fragments and occasional to rare lens of charcoal forming 
its inclusions. The fill sequence and finds from F.171 indicate that the feature was deliberately 
backfilled as a probable rubbish pit during the 15th century. It contained Grey Coarseware, Essex Red 
and Grey wares and Ely ware, plus residual Brill, Grimston, Ely-Grimston and Thetford-type wares. It 
cuts F.197 and is cut by F.169 and F.170; it has been assigned to Phase TP5/3. 
 

Stakehole F.172, cut [1306], fill [1305] 

Stakehole F.172 is circular in form and located in Test Pit 6. Cut [1306] is 0.04m in diameter and 
0.08m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides tapering to a ‘V’ shaped base. Fill [1305] 
comprises a mid grey silty ash deposit with frequent charcoal inclusions. F.172 represents one of four 
contemporary stakeholes created within the limits of Test Pit 6 at this horizon. These stakes encircled 
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hearth F.549 and were angled so as to meet in its centre, directly over the fire. The nature of fill [1305] 
indicates that hearth waste accumulated within the void once the stake had been removed. Both the 
hearth structure and its associated stakeholes are most probably 12th century in date on stratigraphic 
grounds, although no datable material was recovered. It cuts F.549 and is overlain by F.547; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP6/1. 
 

Stakehole F.173, cut [1308], fill [1307] 

Stakehole F.173 is circular in form and located in Test Pit 6. Cut [1308] is 0.04m in diameter and 
0.07m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides tapering to a ‘V’ shaped base. Fill [1307] 
comprises a mid grey silty ash deposit with frequent charcoal inclusions. F.173 represents one of four 
contemporary stakeholes created within the limits of Test Pit 6 at this horizon. These stakes encircled 
hearth F.549 and were angled so as to meet in its centre, directly over the fire. The nature of fill [1307] 
indicates that hearth waste accumulated within the void once the stake had been removed. Both the 
hearth structure and its associated stakeholes are most probably 12th century in date on stratigraphic 
grounds, although no datable material was recovered. It cuts F.549 and is overlain by F.547; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP6/1. 
 

Stakehole F.174, cut [1310], fill [1309] 

Stakehole F.174 is circular in form and located in Test Pit 6. Cut [1310] is 0.04m in diameter and 
0.08m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides tapering to a ‘V’ shaped base. Fill [1309] 
comprises a mid grey silty ash deposit with frequent charcoal inclusions. F.174 represents one of four 
contemporary stakeholes created within the limits of Test Pit 6 at this horizon. These stakes encircled 
hearth F.549 and were angled so as to meet in its centre, directly over the fire. The nature of fill [1309] 
indicates that hearth waste accumulated within the void once the stake had been removed. Both the 
hearth structure and its associated stakeholes are most probably 12th century in date on stratigraphic 
grounds, although no datable material was recovered. It cuts F.549 and is overlain by F.547; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP6/1. 
 

Stakehole F.175, cut [1312], fill [1311] 

Stakehole F.175 is circular in form and located in Test Pit 6. Cut [1312] is 0.04m in diameter and 
0.08m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides tapering to a ‘V’ shaped base. Fill [1311] 
comprises a mid grey silty ash deposit with frequent charcoal inclusions. F.175 represents one of four 
contemporary stakeholes created within the limits of Test Pit 6 at this horizon. These stakes encircled 
hearth F.549 and were angled so as to meet in its centre, directly over the fire. The nature of fill [1311] 
indicates that hearth waste accumulated within the void once the stake had been removed. Both the 
hearth structure and its associated stakeholes are most probably 12th century in date on stratigraphic 
grounds, although no datable material was recovered. It cuts F.549 and is overlain by F.547; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP6/1. 

 

Pit F.176, cut [1317], fill [1316] 

Pit F.176 is sub-rectangular in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 5. Cut [1317] is 
1.10m+ by 0.70m+ in extent and 0.08m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides and a flat base. 
The only surviving fill is [1316], a deposit of well compacted mid greyish brown silty clay with 
occasional small angular and sub-angular gravel and occasional to rare charcoal fleck inclusions. F.176 
represents a shallow pit of uncertain function. It is 15th century in date and contained Essex Red ware 
and Grey Coarseware, plus residual Brill and Lyveden wares. It cuts F.178 and is cut by F.177; it has 
been assigned to Phase TP5/2. 
 

Pit/Posthole F.177, cut [1319], fill [1318] 

Pit F.177 is sub-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 5. Cut [1319] is 0.24m+ 
by 0.24m+ in extent and 0.14m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides and a potentially 
circular, concave base. The only surviving fill is [1318], a deposit of soft pale brown silty clay with 
rare small gravel inclusions. The fill sequence of F.177 indicates that the feature was deliberately 
backfilled, potentially after a central post had been removed. It is most probably 15th century in date, 
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although it only contained a single sherd of residual Brill ware. It cuts F.176 and is overlain by F.197; 
it has been assigned to Phase TP5/2. 
 

Pit F.178, cut [1323], fills [1320], [1321] and [1322] 

Pit F.178 is sub-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 5. Cut [1323] is 0.84m+ 
by 0.48m+ in extent and 0.46m+ deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides; the base lay beyond 
the limit of excavation. The lowest fill to be reached was [1322], a dark brown clay silt deposit 0.38m+ 
deep with occasional to frequent small angular stone inclusions. Above this lay [1321], a mid brownish 
red silt deposit 0.08m deep with rare small angular gravel and charcoal flecks inclusions. This was 
beneath [1320], the highest surviving fill, a moderately soft mid to dark brown clay silt deposit 0.08m 
deep with rare small angular gravel inclusions. The fill sequence of F.178 indicates that the feature was 
deliberately backfilled, and middle deposit [1321] may represent a dump of heat-affected material. It 
contained no datable material. It cuts F.198 and is cut by F.176; it has been assigned to Phase TP5/2. 

 
Shop Floor F.192, cut [1199] = [1286] = [1294], fill [1285], layer [1198] = [1284] = [1293]  

Shop floor F.192 is rectilinear in form, though it extends over an area encompassing Test Pits 4, 5 and 
6. Cut [1199] = [1286] = [1294] is 12.65m+ by 3.60m+ in extent and varies from a depth of 0.28m+ to 
0.53m+ with a relatively flat base; no sides were visible within any of the areas excavated. A raised 
‘dais’ 0.25m higher than the surrounding floor level and 4.75m in length was located at the south-
western end of the building, in the area of Test Pit 4. The initial deposit within Test Pit 4 itself was 
[1185], a rubble make-up deposit for the dais 0.20m deep consisting of frequent brick and tile 
fragments along with crushed mortar inclusions in a matrix of pale brown sandy silt. Overlying this, 
and also present within Test Pits 5 and 6, was banded layer [1198] = [1284] = [1293] which consisted 
of a compacted orange sandy gravel deposit 0.08m thick that was overlain by a clear plastic sheet and 
then sealed by a layer of dense cream coloured concrete 0.20m thick. F.192 represents the floor of a 
shop that extends back from the Bridge Street frontage; it was most probably introduced into the 
standing 19th century building during the mid to late 20th century. No datable material was recovered. It 
cut F.193, F.526 and F.534; it has been assigned to Phases TP4/7, TP5/6 and TP6/9. 
 

Foundation F.193, cut [1378], fill [1295]  

Foundation F.193 is of unclear form as it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 5 in every direction. Cut 
[1378] is 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent and 0.29m deep with a relatively flat base; no sides were visible 
within the excavated area. The only surviving fill is [1295] = [1200], a deposit of mixed mid grey silty 
sandy gravels that were poorly sorted and sub-rounded in nature with occasional to frequent brick and 
tile fragment inclusions along with occasional to rare charcoal and mortar flecks. F.193 represents a 
probable make-up or levelling event which dates to the late 18th century; this was most probably related 
to the construction of an earlier phase of the standing building, perhaps following the demolition of the 
preceding coffee-house structure. It contained Refined White Earthenware Pearlware, plus residual 
Grey Coarseware. It cuts F.194 and is cut by F.192 (fill [1295] is also equal to [1200] (F.534) within 
Test Pit 6); it has been assigned to Phase TP5/5. 
 

Layer F.194, layer [1296] 

Layer F.194 is of unclear form as it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 5 in every direction; it 
measures 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent and is 0.20m+ deep. [1296] = [1201] is composed of a 
moderately firm mid greyish brown silty clay deposit with occasional to frequent grey clay mottles and 
occasional gravel inclusions. Layer F.194 is likely to have comprised a make-up or levelling event; it is 
16th century in date and contained Grey Coarseware and Essex Red ware. It overlies F.195 and is cut 
by F.193; it has been assigned to Phase TP5/4. 

 

Layer F.195, layer [1297]  

Layer F.195 is sub-rectangular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 5. [1297] is 
1.04m+ by 0.46m+ in extent and 0.05m deep; it is composed of a dense off-white clay deposit 
containing numerous laminated bands and rare gravel and charcoal fleck inclusions. Layer F.195 is 16th 
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century in date and represents a probable trample deposit with a possible lower heat affected horizon. It 
is very similar in nature to trample horizon [1207] (F.535) in Test Pit 6, to which it may well be 
contemporary. It contained Red and Grey Coarsewares. It overlies F.196 and is overlain by F.194; it 
has been assigned to Phase TP5/4. 
 

Layer F.196, layer [1298] 

Layer F.196 is of unclear form as it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 5 in every direction; it 
measures 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent and is 0.35m to 0.40m deep. [1298] is composed of a 
moderately soft mid to pale brown clayey sand deposit with occasional charcoal fleck and gravel 
inclusions. Layer F.196 is likely to represent a general spread of refuse material; it contained quite a 
substantial amount of pottery, much of which appears to be residual. The layer may therefore represent 
up-cast material derived from the disturbance of earlier contexts during pit digging in the near vicinity. 
It is 15th century in date and contained imported Stoneware from Siegberg, Red and Grey Coarsewares 
and Essex Red and Grey wares, plus residual Grimston Yorkshire, Ely/Brill, Lyveden and St Neots-
type wares. A probable iron key and an iron horseshoe fragment were also recovered. It overlies F.169 
and F.170 and is overlain by F.195; it has been assigned to Phase TP5/3. 
 

Layers F.197, layers [1314] and [1315]  

Layers F.197 are of unclear form as they extend beyond the limits of Test Pit 5 in every direction; they 
measure 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent. Initial deposit [1315] is composed of relatively firm mid greyish 
brown clayey silt material 0.15m thick with occasional small angular gravels and rare charcoal fleck 
inclusions. Above it lies [1314], which comprises a moderately firm mid brown silty clay deposit 
0.29m deep with occasional charcoal flecks and medium angular flint inclusions. Layers F.197 
represent two horizons of general spread deposits; initial deposit [1315] may perhaps represent the up-
cast material created by the digging of nearby pits during the 15th century. The layers contained Glazed 
Red Earthenware, Essex Grey and Red wares, Hertfordshire Fineware and Grey Coarseware, plus 
residual Ely, Thetford-type and St Neots-type wares along with Roman pottery. It overlies F.177 and is 
cut by F.171; it has been assigned to Phase TP5/2. 
 

Layer F.198, layer [1324] = [1325] = [1326]  

Layer F.198 is of unclear form as it has been heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test 
Pit 5; it measures 1.10m+ by 1.10m+ in extent and 0.45m deep. [1324] = [1325] = [1326] represent 
three arbitrary spits, all 0.15m deep, of a moderately compacted dark brown sandy clay silt deposit with 
occasional lenses of orange sandy gravels and pale off-white clay mottles, along with pale grey ashy 
lenses with rare charcoal and shell fleck inclusions. Layer F.198 was excavated in spits as it initially 
appeared to represented a ‘garden soil’ type deposit. However, further excavation revealed that F.198 is 
equal to layer [1272] = [1273] = [1274] (F.545) in Test Pit 6; this deposit overlay the remains building 
F.546 to F.550 and is therefore likely to represent make up material set down after the demolition of 
the structure. It appears to have formed gradually during the 12th to 13th centuries as it contained a well-
stratified pottery sequence including Ely ware and Grey Coarseware, plus Thetford-type, St Neots-type 
and Stamford wares. It overlies F.199 and is cut by F.178; it has been assigned to Phase TP5/1. 
 

Layer F.199, layer [1327] 

Layer F.199 is of unclear form as it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 5; it 
measures 1.10m+ by 1.10m+ in extent, though its base lay beyond the limit of excavation. [1327] 
comprised a mixed and moderately compacted pale greyish brown ashy silt deposit with some lenses of 
charcoal and clay mottles; auguring indicated that it is approximately 0.16m deep. F.199 represents a 
mixed ‘dump’ layer potentially associated with hearth rake-out material; it therefore appears likely to 
be an external feature associated with building F.546 to F.550 seen in the adjacent Test Pit 6. F.199 is 
largely unexcavated as it was located at the basal depth of the test pit. It is 12th century in date and 
contained Thetford-type ware, along with a Niedermendig Műlstein lava quern fragment. It is overlain 
by F.198; it has been assigned to Phase TP5/1. 
 

Levelling cut F.500, cut [1021], fill [1005] 
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Levelling cut F.500 is of unknown form as it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 1 in all directions. 
Cut [1021] is 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent and 0.10m to 0.28m+ deep with a relatively flat base; the 
sides were not visible within the limits of excavation. It contained a number of brown salt-glazed 
ceramic pipes and was backfilled with [1005], a 0.28m+ deep deposit of mid greyish brown silty clay 
with frequent inclusions of broken brick and tile. F.500 represents part of the 19th century building’s 
drainage system laid within a large levelling cut and backfilled with a mixture of re-deposited clay and 
demolition rubble. It contained residual Staffordshire type pottery, along with imported Stoneware 
from Frechen, Glazed Red Earthenware, Tin Glazed Earthenware and Buff Coarseware. It cuts F.100, 
F.101 and F.114; it has been assigned to Phase TP1/5. 
  

Layer F.501, layers [1026], [1027] 

Layer F.501 is irregular in form and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 1; it is comprised of two 
elements. Layer [1026] is a discrete patch of roughly metalled gravel surface extending over an area 
0.90m+ by 0.60m+ in extent and 0.06m thick. It is contemporary with layer [1027], a banded 
accumulation of make-up material composed of white clay, mid grey silt clay and patches of yellow 
mortar that covered an area 0.95m+ by 0.70m+ in extent and 0.18m+ thick. F.501 represents the 
surviving elements of 18th century external surfaces severely truncated by 19th century levelling 
activity. It contained English Notts/Derby Stoneware and Lead Glazed Earthenware, plus residual 
Glazed Red Earthenware. It overlies F.502 and is cut by F.100, F.101 and F.114; it has been assigned 
to Phase TP1/4. 
 
Pit F.502, cut [1382], fill [1028] = [1050] = [1051] = [1053] = [1054] = [1055] = [1381] 

Pit F.502 is of unknown form as it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 1 in all directions. Cut [1382] 
is 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent and 0.66m+ deep with a relatively flat base; the sides were not visible 
within the limits of excavation. The pit was filled with a single deposit, [1381], which contained also 
[1055], an interrupted lens of pale cream silt clay 0.06m deep. [1381] itself comprised a mid grey silty 
clay deposit with green stains and mottles that was 0.66m+ deep; it was excavated in five spits [1028], 
[1050], [1051], [1053] and [1054]. Spit 3 ([1051]) contained a discontinuous lens of pale sand and 
several fragments of unworked clunch whilst in Spit 4 ([1053]) a band containing a greater 
concentration of charcoal was observed. F.502 represents a large pit of 18th century date backfilled with 
a series of mixed garden soil and domestic rubbish material deposits (the latter perhaps introduced on 
an episodic basis). It contained Staffordshire-type Lead, Iron and Salt Glazed fabrics, plus residual 
Glazed Red Earthenware, Dutch Glazed Red Earthenware, Broad Street Fineware, Babylon ware, Red, 
Pink and Grey Coarsewares, Grimston ware and Roman material. A sub-rectangular lead plate – which 
has been folded in half and partially trimmed, with numerous tool marks showing – was also recovered. 
It cuts F.111 and is overlain by F.501; it has been assigned to Phase TP1/3. 
 

Layer F.503, layer [1070] 

Layer [1070] is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 1. It 
consists of moderately well compacted mid to dark grey silty clay 0.20m thick with frequent gravel 
inclusions. F.503 represents a possible poor quality external surface of 15th or 16th century date 
marking the end of a phase of dumping and accumulation of garden soil type material and the 
formation of a utilised external space. It contained a single sherd of imported Stoneware from Frechen, 
which may be intrusive. It overlay F.504 and is cut by F.112; it has been assigned to Phase TP1/1. 
 

Garden soil F.504, [1096] = [1097] = [1105] = [1106] = [1114] = [1115] 

Garden soil F.504 is a truncated layer that extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 1 in all directions. It 
measured 0.65m+ deep and was comprised of mid to dark brown silty clay with occasional gravel 
inclusions and mottles of orange gravely silt. It was excavated in five spits, which are in stratigraphic 
order: [1096] = [1097] = [1105] = [1106] = [1114] = [1115]. F.504 represents a moderately worked 
garden soil deposit dating from the 14th to 15th centuries and derived from multiple dumps of material, 
possibly accumulating in an area behind the property visible in Test Pit 2. No clear stratification was 
visible (based on the pottery recovered), suggesting that it was ‘turned-over’ on a fairly frequent basis. 
It contained Grey, Red and Light Buff Coarsewares, along with Ely ware, Grimston ware and Essex 
Red ware. It also contained residual Lyveden ware, Scarborough ware, Thetford-type ware and 
Stamford ware, as well as a sherd of Roman Samian ware. The sequence was not bottomed and 
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therefore F.504 may well have continued beyond the maximum depth of Test Pit 1; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP1/1. 

Cellar F.505, cut [1185], wall [1183], fill [1184] 

Cellar F.505 is rectangular in form and aligned northeast to southwest, though it extends beyond the 
limits of Test Pit 2. Cut [1185] is 2.30m+ by 1.65m+ in extent and 0.60m+ deep with vertical sides, the 
base was not reached. Within this cut, trench-built wall [1183] was constructed; this is composed of 
unfrogged yellow bricks measuring 210mm by 100mm by 70mm on average. These bricks were laid in 
English bond and survived to a height of eight courses, the lowest being a footing. The inner face of the 
wall was rendered with a firm grey mortar up to 20mm thick. The construction cut was then backfilled 
with [1184], a mixed deposit of blue grey clay 0.60m+ deep with inclusions of crushed mortar. F.505 
represents a small cellar created during a phase of re-modelling building F.506 at some point during the 
19th century. The feature cannot be more closely dated as it contained no pottery; it has been assigned 
to Phase TP2/4. 
 

Building F.506, cut [1182], wall [1180], fill [1181] 

Building F.506 is rectangular in form with arms aligned northeast to southwest and northwest to 
southeast respectively, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 2. Cut [1182] is 5.90m+ by 
2.95m+ in extent and 0.76m+ deep with vertical sides, the base was not reached. Within this cut trench 
built wall [1180] was constructed; this is composed of shallowly frogged yellow and red bricks 
measuring 200mm by 100mm by 60mm on average. These bricks were laid in English bond and were 
visible to a height of seven courses, the lowest being a footing. Two ‘arms’ of this wall were present 
within the Test Pit; the northwest to southeast aligned arm was supported by two equidistant buttresses 
each two bricks in width. The construction cut was later backfilled with [1181], a dark brown gritty silt 
deposit 0.76m+ deep with inclusions of crushed mortar. F.506 represents a continuation of the 
buildings running back from the Bridge Street frontage. It dates from the 19th century and later 
modifications saw the insertion of cellar F.505. It cuts F.108 and F.109 and is cut by F.505; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP2/4. 
 

Layers F.507, layers [1004], [1013] 

Layer F.507 is irregular in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test 
Pit 2. It consists of make-up layer [1013], a mixed deposit of mid to dark brown sandy silt 0.33m thick 
with frequent inclusions of broken brick and tile, which was overlain by 0.01m thick well-compacted 
pale yellowish brown mortar layer [1004]. F.507 represents an external yard surface with associated 
make-up deposit dating to the 17th or more likely the 18th century. It contained residual Glazed Red 
Earthenware, Babylon ware Buff Coarseware and Tin Glazed Earthenware, along with at least six clay 
tobacco pipes (including one type 5 bowl dating to c.1640-60, two type 6 bowls dating to c.1660-80 
and one type 9 bowl dating to c.1680-1710). It overlies F.508 and is cut by F.109 and F.110; it has 
been assigned to Phase TP2/3. 
 

Layers F.508, layers [1014], [1052] 

Layer F.508 is irregular in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test 
Pit 2. Basal deposit [1052] consists of mixed dark brown silt, measuring 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent 
and 0.27m thick, and is overlain by [1014]. This latter is a pale grey clay layer, 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in 
extent and 0.07m thick. F.508 represents a surface and associated make-up deposit, probably dating to 
the 18th century, which sealed earlier pits, an oven and a wall. It contained English Tin Glazed 
Earthenware, Staffordshire Salt Glaze pottery, imported Chinese porcelain and residual Babylon ware 
and Glazed Red Earthenware. A near complete cast copper alloy rowel spur was also recovered. It 
overlies F.113, F.115, F.116 and F.124 and is overlain by F.507; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/3. 
 

Layer F.509, layer [1169] = [1170] 

Layer F.509 is irregular in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 
2. [1169] = [1170] consists of a mid brown silt clay deposit measuring 1.10m+ by 0.80m+ in extent and 
0.15m+ thick. F.509 represents a build-up of material accumulating throughout the 16th century that 
was most probably derived as up-cast from the digging of pits. It contained Red and Grey Coarsewares 
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and residual Grimston ware, plus a sherd of Roman Nene Valley Colour Coated beaker rim. It overlies 
F.142 and is cut by F.141; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/1. 
 

Layer F.510, layer [1173] 

Layer F.510 is irregular in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 
2 in every direction. [1173] is composed of a mid greyish brown silty clay deposit 0.24m+ deep with 
occasional to frequent grit and gravel inclusions. F.510 represents a build-up of material accumulating 
throughout the 15th and/or 16th centuries that was most probably derived as up-cast from the digging of 
pits. It contained Grey Coarseware and Essex Red ware. It overlies F.511 and is cut by F.142; it has 
been assigned to Phase TP2/1. 
 

Pit F.511, fills [1178], [1179] and [1189] 

Pit F.511 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limit of the area. It was not bottomed. The 
fills excavated included [1179], a greyish brown silty clay 0.88m+ by 0.54m+ in extent and 0.05m+ 
deep, which was overlain by [1178], a mid brown silty clay deposit 0.20m+ deep. This was in turn 
overlain by [1189], a firm white clay that was introduced to cap the top of the pit; it covered an area 
0.78m+ by 0.45m+ in extent and was not bottomed. F.511 represents the upper fill sequence of a 
partially excavated pit that was probably 15th century in date. It contained Grey Coarseware, Essex Red 
ware and residual Grimston ware. It was overlain by F.510; it has been assigned to Phase TP2/1. 
 

Levelling Event F.512, cut [1029], fill [1006] 

Levelling event F.512 extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3 in all directions. Cut [1029] measures 
1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent and 0.30m+ deep, although none of the sides of the cut were visible within 
the test pit and the base was irregular across its extent. The fill, [1006], comprises a banded deposit of 
mid greyish brown clayey silt 0.30m+ deep with lenses of crushed mortar. F.512 appears to represent a 
levelling cut that is associated to building activity undertaken in the 19th century; banded layer [1006] 
most probably relates to the deliberate compaction of the surface. It contained English Notts/Derby 
Stoneware, Late Glazed Red Earthenware, Refined White Earthenware, Staffordshire Salt Glazed 
Stoneware and Westerwald Stoneware, plus residual Dutch Tin Glazed Earthenware. It cuts F.102 and 
F.513; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/9. 
 

Cellar F.513, cut [1188], walls [1187] = [2188], layers [2189], [2190] and [2191]  

Cellar F.513 is sub-rectangular in form, though it extended beyond the limits of Test Pit 3 (however 
this building was also observed during a later watching brief phase, the results of which have been 
incorporated here). Cut [1188] measures 2.75m+ by 2.25m+ in extent and 1.40m+ in depth with 
vertical sides and a relatively flat base. The initial deposit introduced within this cut was [2191], a 
0.07m thick layer of firm off-white clay forming a bedding layer 1.23m+ by 0.10m+ in extent along the 
southeast edge. Overlying this was [2190], a firm mid brownish grey clay layer 0.10m thick that was 
2.75m+ by 2.25m+ in extent. Tight within the cut, and constructed directly upon underlying layer 
[2190], was built structure [1187] = [2188]. This consisted of four walls 0.30m thick that were 
orientated northwest to southeast and northeast to southwest so as to form a rectangular cellar 
measuring 2.75m by 2.25m in extent. The walls were constructed in two portions, with a lower clunch 
foundation surmounted by at least ten courses of brickwork. The clunch blocks were roughly squared 
and irregularly coursed, measuring on average 180mm by 100mm by 100mm, and varied from 0.75m 
deep in the southeast wall to 0.86m deep in the northwest wall. The overlying brick courses were 
composed of unfrogged hand-made red bricks measuring on average 225mm by 115mm by 46mm. 
These were laid in English bond and survive to a maximum height of ten courses in the southeast wall; 
they also measured 0.75m deep on average. Both the brick and clunch courses were bonded with a 
friable yellowish cream coarse sandy lime mortar. The overall height of the cellar walls varied from a 
maximum of 1.40m+ to 0.80m+ at the northeast side, where re-use of the foundations by a later 
building has resulted in truncation to the height of the clunch coursing along a 1.50m section. Crushed 
and compacted pale grey mortared surface [2189] comprised the cellar floor; this abutted all four walls 
and was 2.45m by 1.90m in extent and 0.05m deep. F.513 represents the cellar of a presumably much 
larger building. During the late 18th century it was backfilled by F.553, a rubbish deposit that contained 
a very large pottery assemblage which appears to have been derived from a coffee-house type 
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establishment; it is therefore probable that this cellar formed part of the coffee-house premises at this 
time. It cuts F.514 and is cut by F.512; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/8. 
 
 

Building F.514, cut [1031], wall [1186], fill [1030] 

Building F.514 is linear in form and aligned east-southeast to west-northwest, though it is partially 
truncated and extends beyond the limit of Test Pit 3. Cut [1031] measures 1.5m+ by 0.50m+ in extent 
and 0.28m+ deep with vertical sides and a flat base. Within this cut was constructed wall footing 
[1186], which was composed of roughly worked and unworked clunch blocks (measuring 280mm by 
200mm by 160mm on average) and occasional small brick fragments, all of which were bonded with a 
friable yellow sand mortar. It measured 1.5m+ by 0.30m+ in extent and 0.29m+ deep. The construction 
cut was backfilled with [1030] a mid to dark brown clayey silt deposit 0.29m+ deep containing 
frequent inclusions of brick, tile and mortar. F.514 represents a truncated clunch wall footing of 
probable 18th century date. It contained Refined White Earthenware and Refined White Earthenware 
Creamware. It cuts F.104 and is cut by F.513; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/8. 
 

Clunch Pad F.515, layer [1043], pad [1042] 

Clunch pad F.515 is linear in form and aligned northwest to southeast, though it is heavily truncated 
and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3. Initial make-up/foundation layer [1043] measures 0.92m+ 
by 0.51m+ in extent and 0.20m thick and is comprised of a well compacted mid greyish brown silty 
clay deposit with frequent inclusions of flat-laid tile fragments throughout. Above this was constructed 
[1042], a clunch ‘pad’ measuring 0.92m+ by 0.51m+ in extent and 0.08m+ thick that was constructed 
from roughly worked clunch blocks (measuring 300mm by 270mm by 80mm on average) bonded with 
a soft friable yellow sandy mortar. F.515 represents a clunch built foundation or post pad of probable 
18th century date. It contained a single sherd of English Tin Glazed Earthenware that it probably 
residual. It overlies F.516 and is cut by F.104; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/8. 
 

Layer F.516, layer [1044] 

Layer F.516 is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3. It 
measures 1.42m+ by 0.92m+ in extent and 0.12m+ thick and is composed of a relatively loose pale 
yellow sandy mortar deposit with frequent inclusions of brick and tile fragments. F.516 represents a 
spread of mortar and demolition debris, overlying a robbed tile floor, which was probably derived from 
the destruction of an associated structure. This event is likely to have occurred in the 16th or 17th 
century, although it cannot be more closely dated as it contained no pottery. It overlies F.106 and is 
overlain by F.515; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/7. 
 
Floor F.517, layer [1049] 

Floor F.517 is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3. It 
measures 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent and 0.04m+ thick and is composed of a creamish yellow sandy 
mortar deposit. The floor retained the scars of square-laid tiles (measuring approximately 120mm by 
120mm on average) that had later been robbed. F.517 represents a well laid floor of much higher 
quality than those it overlies. Evidence of in-situ scorching observed upon underlying surfaces suggests 
that there was a change in use in the structure at this time. The floor probably dates to the 16th or 17th 
century, although it cannot be more closely dated as it contained no pottery. It overlies F.120 and is cut 
by F.106; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/6. 
 

Layer F.518, layer [1087] 

Layer F.518 is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3. 
[1087] measures 1.50m+ by 1.26m+ in extent and 0.11m+ thick and is composed of a mixed black ash 
and charcoal deposit with lenses of paler grey ash, with occasional slag inclusions. F.518 probably 
represents the rake-out material derived from a small-scale industrial process undertaken in the 
vicinity. It dates to the 16th century and contained Red, Grey and Buff Coarsewares, Babylon ware and 
Frechen stoneware. It overlies F.121, F.136 and F.519 and is cut by F.120; it has been assigned to 
Phase TP3/5. 
 



 305

Layers F.519, layers [1088] and [1116] 

Layer F.519 is irregular in form and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3. Initial deposit [1116] 
measures 1.10m+ by 0.64m+ in extent and 0.02m in depth and consists of a layer of unmortared peg 
tile fragments laid as a single course in a ‘best fit’ manner. It was overlain by [1088], a layer of mid 
grey clay 0.06m thick extending over an area of 1.50m+ by 0.60m+ in the southeast portion of the test 
pit. This upper surface exhibited evidence of in-situ scorching in the northeast corner. F.519 represents 
an industrial working surface of 16th century date. Subsidence of underlying pits appears to have made 
a foundation of re-used peg tiles necessary for stability; waste material from the envisaged industrial 
process was seen to overlie layer F.519. It contained Grey Coarseware. It overlies F.521 and is sealed 
by F.518; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/5. 
 

Layer F.520, layer [1094] 

Layer F.520 is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3. 
[1094] measures 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent and 0.04m thick and is composed of a banded deposit of 
dark grey silty clay with lenses of black ash and charcoal and reddish burnt clay. F.520 represents a 
make-up deposit for a mortared clunch foundation. The material is likely to have been derived from a 
nearby industrial process. It dates to the 16th century, although it cannot be closely dated as it contained 
no pottery. It seals F.122, F.123 and F.522 and is cut by F.136 and overlain by F.515; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP3/5. 
  

Floor F.521, layers [1089] and [1090] = [1091] 

Layer F.521 is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3. It 
consists of two patches of a lower mortared clunch foundation, [1090] = [1091], which measure 
1.50m+ by 0.46m+ in extent and 0.68m+ by 0.52m+ in extent respectively and vary from 0.10m to 
0.20m thick. Both are composed of roughly squared clunch blocks (measuring 150mm by 100m by 
50mm on average) that were bonded with a friable yellowish cream sandy mortar. They were overlain 
by [1089], a mid grey clay floor covering an area 1.29m+ by 0.40m+ in extent and 0.02m thick. F.521 
represents a relatively good quality clay floor dating to the 16th century; however, despite the presence 
of substantial foundation layer [1090] = [1091] the floor had later slumped into a number of underlying 
pits. It contained imported Stoneware from Frechen. It seals F.520 and is cut by F.121 and overlain by 
F.519; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/5. 
 

Layer F.522, layer [1098] = [1099] 

Layer F.522 is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3. It 
consists two patches of a foundation layer, [1098] = [1099], which measure 0.60m+ by 0.39m+ in 
extent and 0.24m+ by 0.11m+ in extent respectively and vary from 0.06m to 0.08m thick. Both are 
composed of a mid to pale creamish white lime mortar. F.522 represents an initial foundation layer that 
probably the earliest structural element identified within the test pit. It dates to the 16th century, 
although it cannot be more closely dated as it contained no pottery. It seals F.132 and is overlain by 
F.520; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/5. 
 

Layer F.523, layer [1104] 

Layer F.523 is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3 in 
all directions. [1104] measures 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent and is 0.21m thick. It is composed of a 
semi-friable mid greyish brown clay silt deposit with occasional to frequent inclusions of charcoal and 
shell. F.523 represents a make-up or levelling layer dating to the 16th century lying between two 
horizons containing postholes that are probably related to temporary or ephemeral features. It contained 
Glazed Red Earthenware, Babylon ware and Broad Street Fineware along with residual Grey 
Coarseware. It overlies F.128 and F.133 and is cut by F.122, F.123 and F.133; it has been assigned to 
Phase TP3/3. 
 

Layer F.524, layer [1129] 

Layer F.524 is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3. 
[1129] measures 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent and is 0.25m thick. It is composed of a mottled and semi-
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friable deposit of mid brown silty clay. F.524 represents layer of up-cast material most probably 
derived from an episode of pit digging. It dates to the 16th century but includes a significant percentage 
residual material brought up through the disturbance of earlier contexts. It contained Red Coarseware, 
Broad Street Fineware and imported Stoneware from Frechen, along with residual Grey and Buff 
Coarsewares and Roman Horningsea and Samian wares. It overlies F.129 and F.130 and is cut by 
F.128 and F.133; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/2. 
 

Layer F.525, layer [1134] = [1139] = [1140] 

Layer F.525 is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 3 in 
all directions. [1134] = [1139] = [1140] measures 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent and 0.40m deep and 
was excavated in three successive arbitrary spits; it comprised a deposit of mid grey silty clay. F.525 
probably represents an accumulation of up-cast material derived from an episode of pit digging in the 
near vicinity. It dates to the 16th century but includes a significant percentage of residual material 
brought up through the disturbance of earlier contexts. It contained Red Coarseware plus residual Grey 
and Buff Coarsewares, Essex Redware and Ely ware. It also contained the sideplate from a composite 
bone comb. It overlies F.134 and is cut by F.131; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/1. 
 

Backfill Layer F.526, layer [1192] 

Backfill layer F.526 is of unknown form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test 
Pit 4. [1192] measures 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent by 0.21m+ deep and is composed of a deposit of 
loosely compacted broken brick and tile rubble with frequent crushed mortar fragments within a 
brownish grey sandy silt matrix. F.526 represents the deliberate backfilling of F.527 following the 
disuse and demolition of at least one phase of standing building. This event dates to the 19th century, 
and the layer contained Utilitarian English Stoneware and Late Unglazed Earthenware. It overlies 
F.527 and is cut by F.192; it has been assigned to Phase TP4/6. 
 

Building F.527, cut [1384], walls [1193], [1194], [1287] and [1288], layer [1195] 

Building F.527 is sub-rectangular in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits 
of Test Pit 4. Cut [1384] is 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent and 0.43m+ deep with a relatively flat base; 
the sides of the feature lay beyond the limits of the test pit. Within the cut the initial deposit, [1195], 
comprised a layer of pale yellowish brown sandy mortar with frequent small grit and gravel inclusions 
that was 1.50m+ by 1.30m+ in extent and 0.10m thick. Upon this layer was constructed wall [1288], 
which was aligned northwest to southeast and employed red and yellow unfrogged bricks (measuring 
220mm by 120mm by 80mm on average) that were set with a grey sandy mortar in English Bond. The 
wall had a footing projecting out 0.05m and survived to a total height of 0.25m+. It was orientated on 
the same line as the latter dwarf walls [1193] and [1194], as well as earlier wall [1197]; this alignment 
also appears to be retained within the current standing building. An addition to this structure – [1987], 
which was constructed from the type of bricks as [1288] but utilised a pale brown sandy mortar and 
measured 0.80m+ by 0.50m+ in extent – may represent the base of a staircase. The construction of 
parallel dwarf walls [1193] and [1194] then followed. Both employed identical yellow unfrogged 
bricks (measuring 220m by 100m by 70mm on average), although [1193] was bonded a brown sandy 
mortar and survives to a height of three courses (0.24m+ deep) whilst [1194] was bonded with a yellow 
mortar and survives to a height of four courses (0.26m+ deep). Each measures 0.12m wide and extends 
beyond the limits of the Test Pit. F.527 represents several elements of a probable 18th century building, 
the later dwarf walls being most likely 19th century additions. It contained residual Grey Coarseware. It 
cuts F.552 and is overlain by F.526; it has been assigned to Phase TP4/5. 
 

Layers F.528, layers [1209] and [1211] 

Layer F.528 is rectangular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 4. It covers an area 
1.50m+ by 0.76m+ in extent and 0.04m deep. Initial deposit [1211] consists of a pale brown sandy 
mortar deposit 0.02m thick that was overlain by [1209], a compacted brownish red silty sand deposit 
0.02m thick with occasional to frequent inclusions of grit and small gravels. F.528 represents 
successive make-up deposits for tiled floor F.552 that respect internal wall F.147. They are probably 
16th century in date, although they cannot be more closely dated as they contained no pottery. F.528 
overlies F.530 and is overlain by F.552, it abuts F.529; it has been assigned to Phase TP4/4. 
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Layers F.529, layers [1210] and [1219] 

Layer F.529 is rectangular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 4. Initial deposit 
[1219] consists of a pale brown sandy mortar deposit 0.02m deep that measures 0.78m+ by 0.25m in 
extent. This was overlain by [1209], a compacted brownish red silty sand deposit 0.02m deep with 
occasional to frequent inclusions of grit and small gravels; it  measures 1.50m+ by 0.31m in extent. 
F.529 represents successive make-up deposits for tiled floor F.552 that respect internal wall F.147. 
They are probably 16th century in date, although they cannot be more closely dated as they contained 
no pottery. F.529 overlies F.530 and is overlain by F.552, it abuts F.528; it has been assigned to Phase 
TP4/4. 
 

Layer F.530, layer [1215] 

Layer F.530 is of irregular form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 4. [1215] measures 
0.48m+ to 1.50m+ in extent and 0.03m thick; it consists of a firm brown silty clay deposit with rare 
gravel inclusions. F.530 represents a make-up layer that respects internal wall F.147. It is 16th century 
in date and contained Stoneware imported from Frechen along with English Tin Glazed Earthenware. It 
overlies F.147 and F.148 and is overlain by F.528 and F.529; it has been assigned to Phase TP4/4. 
 

Layer F.531, layer [1239] 

Layer F.531 is rectangular in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Test Pit 4. [1239] measures 1.50m+ by 1.21m+ in extent and 0.10m thick; it consists of a firm mid to 
light greyish brown silty clay deposit with occasional gravel inclusions. F.531 represents a layer of up-
cast material that is probably derived from the excavation of pits in the near vicinity. It is 15th

 century 
in date and contained Essex Red ware. It overlies F.157 and is cut by F.156; it has been assigned to 
Phase TP4/2. 
 

Layer F.532, layer [1261] 

Layer F.532 is rectangular in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Test Pit 4. [1239] measures 1.50m+ by 1.30m+ in extent and 0.12m thick; it consists of a firm mid to 
light greyish brown silty clay deposit with frequent inclusions of grit and small stones. F.532 represents 
a layer of up-cast material that is probably derived from the excavation of pits in the near vicinity. It is 
15th

 century in date and contained Buff and Grey Coarsewares and Essex Red ware, plus a single sherd 
of Staffordshire-type Slipware that is probably intrusive. An illegible copper alloy coin or jetton was 
also recovered from this feature. It overlies F.533 and is cut by F.158; it has been assigned to Phase 
TP4/1. 
 

Garden Soil F.533, layer [1262] = [1263] = [1264] = [1276] = [1277] 

Garden soil F.533 is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 4 in all directions. 
[1262] = [1263] = [1264] = [1276] = [1277] measures 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent and 0.50m thick 
and was excavated in five spits of equal thickness. It varied slightly with depth from mid greyish brown 
clayey silt to mid to dark brownish grey clayey silt and distinct charcoal tip lenses were occasionally 
visible, especially in the second spit. F.533 represents a well-stratified ‘unworked’ garden soil 
accumulation. This is evinced by the well-stratified pottery assemblage and the presence of lenses and 
bands within the layer. This material appears to have accumulated from the 15th to the 16th centuries 
and contained Grey and Red Coarsewares, Essex Red ware, Ely ware plus residual Thetford-type and 
St Neots-type wares along with Roman Samian Ware. The animal bone assemblage recovered from this 
feature is characteristic of tanning or tawing waste (cf. Serjeantson 1989) as it included a large number 
of sheep foot bones (e.g. metapodia and phalanges) from at least 25 individuals. A complete copper 
alloy plate or fitting, with two opposing arms extending at right angles from a central sub-rounded 
hole, was also recovered. It overlies F.167 and is overlain by F.532; it has been assigned to Phase 
TP4/1. 
 

Layer F.534, layers [1200] and [1201] 

Layer F.534 is of unknown form as it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6 in all directions. [1201] 
consists of a semi-friable mid greyish brown sandy silt deposit 0.30m deep with lenses of grey ash and 
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charcoal. It is overlain by [1200], a band of mixed mid grey silt 0.19m thick with occasional to frequent 
gravel, brick and tile fragment inclusions. F.534 represents successive make-up layers introduced for a 
surface or foundation that has since been truncated by modern floor foundation F.192. It is most 
probably 18th/19th century in date, but contained residual Glazed Red Earthenware, Grey Coarseware 
and Essex Red Ware. A copper alloy tube or fitting, formed from a compressed plate, was also 
recovered. It overlies F.145 and is cut by F.192 (fill [1200] is also equal to [1295] (F.193) within Test 
Pit 5); it has been assigned to Phase TP6/8. 
 

Layer F.535, layer [1205] = [1206] = [1207] 

Layer F.535 consists of three discrete patches of a discontinuous layer that are partially truncated and 
extend beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. [1205] = [1206] = [1207] are elements of a well compacted 
deposit of mixed and mottled pale creamish grey clay measuring between 0.09m thick. F.535 
represents the remnants of a trample horizon of 16th century date, which contained Red and Grey 
Coarseware plus residual Grimston ware. An irregular lead strip fragment was also recovered. It is very 
similar in nature to trample horizon [1297] (F.195) in Test Pit 5, to which it may well be contemporary. 
It overlies F.536 and is cut by F.145; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/7. 
 

Layer F.536, layer [1208] 

Layer F.536 is of unknown form as it partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6 in 
every direction. [1208] consists of a mid greyish brown sandy clay silt deposit 0.14m thick. F.536 
represents a spread of levelling or up-cast material derived from pit digging activity in the near vicinity. 
It most probably dates to the 16th century, although it includes primarily residual material brought-up 
through the disturbance of earlier contexts; this included Essex Red ware and Grey and Buff 
Coarsewares. It overlies F.146 and is sealed by trample layers F.535; it has been assigned to Phase 
TP6/6. 
 

Layer F.537, layer [1214] 

Layer F.537 is of unknown form as it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6 
in every direction. [1214] consists of a mid greenish grey sandy silt deposit 0.18m thick with 
occasional to frequent inclusions of slag and reddish black heavily oxidised and heated patches. F.537 
represents a spread derived from dumps of burnt and unburnt material, potentially including waste 
derived from nearby industrial activity. It is 15th century in date and contained Essex Red and Grey 
wares and Grey Coarseware, plus residual Thetford ware. It overlies F.149 and F.151 and is cut by 
F.146; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/6. 
 

Layer F.538, layer [1234] 

Layer F.538 is of unknown form as it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6 
in every direction. [1234] consists of a semi-friable mid brownish grey silty clay deposit 0.20m thick 
with mottled patches of cream clay and occasional gravel inclusions. F.538 represents an external 
surface incorporating some domestic waste material within an area that was probably demarcated by 
posts F.150 and F.151. It is likely to have been relatively short-lived; it is 15th century in date and 
contained Essex Red ware and Grey and Buff Coarsewares, plus residual Brill ware and Roman 
pottery. It overlies F.159, F.160, F.161 and F.162 and is cut by F.151 and F.154; it has been assigned 
to Phase TP6/6. 
 

Oven/Floor F.539, layer [1252] 

Oven or floor F.539 is sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits 
of Test Pit 6. [1252] is 1.80m+ by 0.43m+ in extent and 0.03m thick and is composed of a well 
compacted pale brown clay deposit exhibiting a patch of intense and repeated in-situ burning over an 
area approximately 0.57m by 0.36m+ in extent within the northeast corner. F.539 represents a surface 
or possibly the heavily truncated base of an oven that appears to be associated with stakeholes F.161 
and F.162. It is 15th century in date and contained Essex Red ware. It overlies F.163 and F.164 and is 
cut by F.159, F.160 and F.161; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/5. 
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Layer F.540, layer [1253] 

Layer F.540 is of unknown form as it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6 
in every direction. [1253] is 1.80m+ by 1.24m+ in extent and 0.23m deep and consists of a semi-friable 
mid olive grey sandy silty clay deposit. F.540 represents a spread of levelling or up-cast material 
derived from pit digging activity in the near vicinity. It dates to the 15th century, although it primarily 
includes residual material brought-up through the disturbance of earlier contexts; it contained Essex 
Red ware and Pink and Grey Coarsewares, plus residual St Neots-type ware. It overlies F.165, F.541 
and F.542 and is cut by F.162, F.163 and F.164; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/4. 
 

Layer F.541, layers [1257] and [1258] 

Layer F.541 is irregular in form and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. Layer [1258] measures 
1.39m+ by 1.08m+ in extent and 0.08m thick; it is composed of a mixed deposit of mid greyish brown 
silty clay. This is overlain by [1257], a mid greyish brown silty clay deposit measuring 1.59m+ by 
1.05m+ in extent and 0.10m thick. F.541 represents levelling layers laid down in order to infill 
depressions resulting from the slumping of underlying features and date to the 15th century. It contains 
Pink and Grey Coarsewares and Ely ware, plus residual Stamford and Thetford-type wares. It overlies 
F.543 and is sealed by F.540; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/4. 
 

Foundation Layer F.542, layers [1256] and [1265] 

Foundation layer F.542 is sub-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. Initial 
layer [1265] consists of a dense white clay deposit that exhibits signs of having been severely heat-
affected; it measures 0.37m+ by 0.11m+ in extent and 0.03m deep. Above it lies [1256], which consists 
of two roughly squared clunch blocks (measuring 230mm by 70mm by 64mm on average) that were 
unmortared; the clunch does not appear to be heat-affected and so must post-date the burning of the 
underlying surface. F.542 represents a possible oven base that appears to have been later reused as the 
basis for a foundation similar in form and alignment to later foundations F.145, F.149 and F.159, 
although its exact function remains unclear. It dates to the 14th or 15th centuries, but cannot be more 
closely dated as it contained no pottery. It overlies F.543 and is overlain by F.540; it has been assigned 
to Phase TP6/4. 
 

Layer F.543, layer [1266] 

Layer F.543 is irregular in form as it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. 
[1266] measures 1.80m+ by 1.24m+ in extent and 0.21m deep and consists of a mid to dark brown 
sandy clay silt deposit. F.543 represents a layer of re-deposited garden soil. It dates to the 15th century 
on stratigraphic grounds, although it contained primarily residual material including Essex Red ware, 
Grey Coarseware and Thetford-type ware. It overlies F.166 and is overlain by F.541 and F.542; it has 
been assigned to Phase TP6/3. 
 

Layer F.544, layer [1269] 

Layer F.544 is of unknown form as it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. 
[1269] measures 1.80m+ by 1.24m+ in extent and 0.08m deep and consists of a mid to dark brown 
sandy clay silt deposit with frequent lenses of coarse orange sandy gravels. F.544 represents an 
external temporary surface probably created via the introduction of gravel dumps intermixed with re-
deposited garden soil material. It dates to the 12th century and contained St Neots-type and Thetford-
type wares. It overlies F.545 and is cut by F.166; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/2. 
 

Layer F.545, layer [1272] = [1273] = [1274] 

Layer F.545 is of unknown form as it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. 
[1272] = [1273] = [1274] measures 1.80m+ by 1.24m+ in extent and 0.40m deep. It is composed of a 
dark brown humic sand clay silt deposit with occasional lenses of sandy gravels, clay and ash that was 
excavated in three successive arbitrary spits. F.545 represents a make-up deposit that appears to have 
been set down quite rapidly following the demolition of building F.546 to F.550. This deposit was also 
identified – as [1324] = [1325] = [1326] (F.198) – in Test Pit 5. It dates to the 12th to 13th centuries and 
contained Thetford-type and St Neots-type wares, plus residual Roman Greyware. A lead strip 
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fragment was also recovered. It overlies F.546 and is sealed beneath F.544; it has been assigned to 
Phase TP6/2. 
 

Layer F.546, layer [1275] = [1289] 

Layer F.546 is of unknown form as it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. [1275] = [1289] measure 
0.88m+ by 0.84m+ and 0.84m+ by 0.52m+ in extent respectively and consist of two patches of a 
compacted white clay deposit 0.08m deep with a visible trample horizon visible within them; they are 
separated by a gap running northeast southwest between them. F.546 represents a high quality clay 
floor surface that is 12th century in date. This gap may relate to the position of preceding central hearth 
F.549. It overlies F.547 and is sealed beneath F.545; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/1. 
 

Layer F.547, layer [1290] 

Layer F.547 is of unknown form as it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. [1289] measures 1.40m+ 
by 0.84m+ in extent and has a maximum thickness of 0.09m. It is composed of very well compacted 
bands of mid greyish brown silty clay interspersed with at least three visible trample horizons, each 
approximately 1mm thick. F.547 represents a beaten earth floor that demonstrates evidence of having 
been re-laid on at least two occasions. It is 12th century in date and contained Thetford-type ware. It 
overlies F.172, F.173, F.174, F.175 and F.548 and is sealed by F.546; it has been assigned to Phase 
TP6/1. 
 

Hearth Relining F.548, layer [1291] 

Hearth relining F.548 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. [1291] 
measures 0.48m+ by 0.35m+ in extent and is up to 0.13m thick. It is composed of four bands of white 
clay that are 0.04m thick on average and exhibit evidence of intense in-situ burning, resulting in a 
change to a firm reddish pink ‘ceramic’ surface. F.548 represents the relaying of the clay lining of 
hearth F.549 on at least three occasions. It is most probably 12th century in date, although it cannot be 
more closely dated as it contained no pottery. It overlies F.549 and is overlain by F.547; it has been 
assigned to Phase TP6/1. 
 

Hearth F.549, layer [1292] 

Hearth F.549 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. [1292] measures 
0.74m+ by 0.47m+ in extent and 0.09m+ thick. It is composed of a well-compacted white clay deposit 
that was used to create a ‘bowl-shaped’ structure with a well-defined external lip. F.549 represents a 
carefully constructed hearth within a Saxo-Norman building. Stakeholes F.172, F.173, F.174 and 
F.175 represent associated supports or ‘kitchen furniture’, whilst subsequent layers F.548 demonstrate 
that the hearth was relined on at least three occasions. It is 12th century or earlier in date, although it 
cannot be more closely dated as it contained no pottery. It overlies F.550, is overlain by F.548 and is 
cut by F.172, F.173, F.174 and F.175; it has been assigned to Phase TP6/1. 
 

Layer F.550, layer [1313] 

Layer F.550 is of unknown form as it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 6. [1313] measures 1.40m+ 
by 0.84m+ in extent and has a maximum thickness of 0.33m (although this was only able to be 
established through auguring). It is composed of very well compacted bands of mid greyish brown silty 
clay interspersed with numerous trample horizons each approximately 1mm thick. F.550 represents the 
beaten earth floors of building which show evidence of having been re-laid on numerous occasions. 
They are 12th century or earlier in date, and contained Thetford-type ware. F.550 is overlain by F.549; 
it has been assigned to Phase TP6/1. 
 

Layer F.551, layer [1218] 

Layer F.551 is rectangular in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Test Pit 4. [1218] measures 1.31m+ by 0.46m in extent and 0.03m thick; it consists of a firm dark 
brownish grey silty clay deposit. F.551 represents a levelling layer introduced above the upper fill of a 
number of pits prior to the construction of building F.147. It is most probably 16th century in date, 
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although it cannot be more closely dated as it contained no pottery. It overlies F.152 and is cut by 
F.147; it has been assigned to Phase TP4/4. 
 
 

Layer F.552, layer [1196] 

Layer F.552 is of unknown form as it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 4 in all directions. [1196] 
measures 1.50m+ by 1.30m+ in extent and 0.02m thick; it is composed of a pale brownish yellow 
sandy mortar deposit with frequent gravel inclusions that retained the scars of numerous square-laid 
tiles (each measuring approximately 100mm by 140mm in extent). F.552 represents the surviving 
bedding layer of a tiled floor of probable 16th century date; this surface overlies a series of make-up 
deposits (F.528 and F.529) and appears to respect internal wall F.147. It overlies F.528 and is cut by 
F.527; it has been assigned to Phase TP4/4. 
 
Backfilling event F.553, fills [1383] and [2173] 

Backfilling event F.553 is sub-rectangular in form, though it was observed solely during a phase of 
watching brief undertaken immediately adjacent to Test Pit 3 and was excavated primarily by machine; 
it measures 2.45m by 1.90m in extent and 1.41m+ deep. Following the abandonment of cellar F.513 
the remaining space was backfilled with deposit [2173], a mixed dump of dark greyish brown loose 
silty sand 1.31m deep with numerous lenses and tips ranging in colour from dark greyish black to dark 
red to mid purple; this contained very large quantities of pottery and brick and tile fragments, as well as 
less frequent oyster shell, animal bone and coal fragment inclusions. The form of this deposit, in which 
certain types of material were often found to occur in discrete ‘clumps’, implies that it was created via 
the rapid insertion of a great number of individual dump events. Eventually a final capping deposit – 
[1383], which consisted of a mixed mid greyish brown clayey silt 0.20m+ thick with occasional 
inclusions of crushed mortar and fragments of brick and tile – was introduced in order to seal the 
sequence. F.553 represents a late 18th century backfilling event into cellar F.513; it contained Agate 
Ware, Chinese Export Porcelain, Dry Bodied Red Stoneware, English Notts/Derby Stoneware, English 
Soft Paste Porcelain, German Stoneware, Late Glazed Red Earthenware, Late Unglazed Earthenware, 
Lead Glazed Earthenware, Refined White Earthenware, Creamware, Scratch Blue and White, 
Staffordshire Salt Glazed Stoneware, Staffordshire-type Slipware and Tin Glazed Earthenware. A 
minimum of around 288 ceramic vessels are represented, primarily consisting of service wares such as 
teapots, teabowls, coffee cans and side plates. In addition, a minimum of 68 glass vessels were also 
recovered; these were again primarily service associated and include drinking glasses, utility bottles, 
liqueur bottles, jars/containers and phials. At least six clay tobacco pipes were also present. These 
consist primarily of type 22 bowls, dated c.1730-80, and included an example bearing the previously 
unknown slogan PARKER / for ever, / Huzzah. Along with a worked bone button bearing incised 
decoration a number of copper alloy objects were recovered, including seven fragments from a vessel 
rim or base and a minimum of five pins (which were derived from sample 215). A number of iron 
artefacts were also present, including a blade fragment (consisting of 2=1 pieces) that tapers to a sharp 
point, three nail fragments and two unidentifiable ‘lumps’ (possibly derived from metalworking waste). 
Additionally, four architectural fragments were identified. Two of the latter are derived from a 
decorated cast-iron fire surround, and most probably comprised elements in an elaborate register grate; 
the two remaining fragments may well have been associated with the same feature, although they are of 
indeterminate function. Two fragments of lead window came were also present. Finally, ten glass 
beads, four mineralised textile fragments and a seemingly unused whetstone were also recovered. 
F.553 overlies F.513 and is cut by F.512; it has been assigned to Phase TP3/9. 
 
 

Area 1: watching brief results 
An area of watching brief – referred to as Area I – was undertaken in close vicinity to 
Test Pits 1 to 6 during the establishment of a pile mat; the results of this work are 
detailed below. 
 

Area I 
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A watching brief was undertaken between the 19th and the 26th of April 2007 across 
the majority of Area 1, which consisted of the rear portion of the property at No. 72 
Bridge Street. Following the demolition of the former standing structure, from within 
which Test Pits 4 to 6 had been excavated, the ground height of the property was 
lowered to between 8.84m to 9.22m OD by a mechanical excavator with a toothed 
bucket (a maximum reduction of 0.92m) and a number of hitherto undetected wall 
foundations were revealed. The most significant of these comprised small cellar/cold 
store F.513, which has previously been discussed in detail in association with Test Pit 
3 (see further the excavation results section in Volume I). Beneath this structure, 
14th/15th century pit [2194] was also encountered. This feature contained a deposit of 
mid brownish grey clayey silt with frequent intense red mottles (potentially 
representing burnt peat from a domestic hearth) and measured 0.75m+ by 0.45m+ and 
was 0.15m+ deep; it was excavated to a depth of 7.83m OD. An environmental 
sample taken from this feature revealed a range of food items, including figs, hazel 
nuts, brambles, peas and pulses, in addition to charred free-threshing wheat, rye, 
barley and oat grains. In addition, this feature also contained a large and diverse 
number of both carbonised and mineralised wild plant seeds, including some crop-
weeds as well as other backyard species that probably grew in close proximity to the 
pit and great-fen sedge straw and seeds, which probably represent the remains of 
domestic fuel. 
 
A little way to the northwest, 18th century brick-built well [2227] was uncovered in 
close proximity to Test Pit 2. This was semi-elliptical in form and had been 
constructed from unfrogged handmade red bricks bonded with white lime mortar; the 
upper six courses of the feature, which consisted of shallowly frogged yellow bricks 
arranged in a tiered dome-like arrangement, represents a later 19th century capping. 
The well was 0.8m in internal diameter and in excess of 4.5m deep (although it had 
been partially backfilled). Further to the northeast, between Test Pits 5 and 6, two 
parallel wall foundations – of brick and clunch-built construction respectively – were 
encountered; these clearly related to the structure (or structures) which had preceded 
the recently demolished 19th century building on this spot. The former consisted of 
unfrogged yellow and red bricks (measuring 225mm by 115mm by 55mm on average) 
bonded with yellow sandy mortar and measured 2.1m+ in length by 0.25m in width, 
whilst the latter consisted of small to medium sized irregular clunch fragments bonded 
with a very similar yellow sandy mortar and measured 3.5m+ in length by 0.3m in 
width. Both foundations survived to a height of 8.84m OD, and most probably 
correspond with the 18th century structural phase identified as F.193 in Test Pit 5 and 
F.534 in Test Pit 6. Notably, very similar foundations were identified as part of the 
standing buildings to both the southeast and northwest of Area 1, although these were 
only very partially revealed and could not be intensively examined for health and 
safety reasons. 
 
In addition to the above, three ‘test holes’ (whose locations are shown in Figure 13), 
ranging in depth to between 7.75m and 7.67m OD, were also excavated towards the 
northeastern end of the property by the principal contractor in order to assess the 
solidity of the ground prior to the commencement of piling. Although no significant 
information was uncovered within these holes, beyond that which had already been 
revealed within the adjacent test pits, between Test Pits 4 and 5 16th century pit [2180] 
was encountered. This feature, which consisted of at least three mid to dark grey 
clayey silt bands with frequent lenses of ash and charcoal, contained a number of 
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complete and near-complete glazed red earthenware vessels. It was 1.2m+ in width by 
1.14m+ in depth and its base lay below 7.73m OD. Further to the northeast, in very 
close proximity to Test Pit 6, pit [2192] was also encountered. This feature, which 
was 12th century or earlier in date and may well have been located inside the 
contemporary structure previously identified in this location within Test Pit 6 itself, 
contained a deposit of mid greyish brown clayey silt. Several fragments of Thetford-
type ware were recovered from this material, and the pit measured 0.51m+ wide by 
0.1m+ deep; its base lay below 7.67m OD. Overall, therefore, the watching brief 
undertaken in this area confirmed the broader pattern that had been revealed in much 
greater detail during the preceding excavation phase. 
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Area 2: feature descriptions 
 

Gully F.179, cut [1342], fills [1365], [1341] and [1340] 

Gully F.179 is linear in form and aligned northeast to southwest, though it extends beyond the limits of 
Test Pit 7. Cut [1242] is 1.15m+ by 0.55m+ in extent and 0.47m+ deep with moderately to steeply 
sloping sides and a relatively flat base. The primary fill, [1365], comprises a mid yellowish brown sand 
deposit 0.15m deep with frequent gravel inclusions. Above this lies [1341], a dark brownish grey ashy 
silt deposit 0.09m deep with moderate to frequent sub-angular gravel inclusions. Finally, uppermost fill 
[1340] comprises a banded dark grey ashy silt deposit 0.21m+ deep with occasional gravel tips. The fill 
sequence of F.179 indicates that the gully was left open to silt up naturally ([1365]) prior to the 
deliberate introduction of dumps of waste and ash material. It is Roman in date and contained 2nd to 4th 
century material (although it is most likely to be 2nd/3rd century in origin). It cuts F.189 and is cut by 
F.188; it has been assigned to Phase TP7/2. 
 

Pit F.180, cut [1344], fills [1343], [1353], [1360], [1372] and [1373] 

Pit F.180 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 7. Cut [1344] is 0.80m+ 
by 0.58m+ in extent and 1.34m+ deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides, which step in slightly 
at the height of the Gault clay, and a relatively flat base. The initial fill, [1373], comprises a mid to dark 
grey sandy clay silt deposit 0.92m+ deep; this material is arranged vertically about the sides of the 
feature and must therefore originally have been held in place by a wooden or wicker revetment. Within 
the pit itself, basal fill [1360] consists of a mid to dark grey silty clay deposit 0.84m deep with 
occasional gravel inclusions. Above this lies [1353], a banded fill composed of three distinct layers; 
namely, a pale yellow clay deposit that is overlain by a mid grey silty clay deposit and finally a dense 
lens of charcoal. This layer is 0.22m deep in total. Above it lies [1343], a dark grey ashy silt deposit 
0.45m+ deep with occasional gravel inclusions. The final capping deposit, [1372], consists of a mid 
greyish brown silt deposit 0.15m+ deep with frequent gravel inclusions. F.180 represents a domestic 
rubbish pit of Roman date. The fill sequence indicates that it was originally revetted (most probably 
with wicker), allowing repeated dumps of domestic rubbish material (represented by [1360], [1353], 
[1343] and [1372]) to be inserted – and perhaps occasionally cleared out? – on an episodic basis. It is 
Roman in date and contained 2nd to 4th century material (although it is most likely to be 2nd/3rd century 
in origin). An Old Red Limestone quern fragment, derived from a flat-topped upper stone with a 
slightly flared rim, was also recovered, along with a fragment of bone-working waste. It cuts F.184 and 
is cut by F.191; it has been assigned to Phase TP7/2.  
 
Brick Floor F.181, cut [1345], layers [1329] and [1336], floor [1328] 

Brick floor F.181 is sub-rectangular in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the 
limits of Test Pit 7. Cut [1345] is 2.0m+ by 2.0m+ in extent and 0.08m deep with a relatively flat base; 
the sides were not present within the limits of the test pit. Earliest layer [1336] comprises a mixed and 
mottled trample deposit of dark grey and orangey brown sandy silt 0.02m thick. It was overlain by 
[1329], a friable mid yellowish brown sandy mortar deposit 0.01m thick. This provided a bedding layer 
for brick floor [1328], which was constructed from unfrogged handmade yellow bricks (measuring 
240mm by 115mm by 40mm on average) that were bonded with a yellowish brown friable sandy 
mortar and laid as stretchers in overlapping fashion running north-northwest by south-southeast. Floor 
F.181 represents the construction of a cellar in a late 18th century building on the Bridge Street frontage 
that has truncated the archaeological sequence to below the original height of the undisturbed natural 
river gravels. It contained no datable material. It cuts F.183, F.188 and F.191 and is cut by F.182; it 
has been assigned to Phase TP7/3. 
 

Cellar Remodelling F.182, construction cut [1334] cut robber [1332], [1335] and [1337], fill 
[1331], layers [1330], [1333], [1339] and [1379], floor [1338] and [1380] 

Cellar remodelling F.182 consists of two irregular areas of floor that both extend beyond the limits of 
Test Pit 7. Initial construction cut [1334] was linear in form and measured 2.0m+ by 0.29m+ in extent 
by 0.03m+ deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides and a relatively flat base; it contained fill 
[1331], a friable mid to pale yellow sandy mortar deposit 0.03m+ deep. This was subsequently 
truncated by robber cut [1332], which was 2.0m+ by 0.26m+ in extent and 0.06m deep with moderately 
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to steeply sloping sides and a relatively flat base. This contained [1330], a layer of mixed yellowish 
grey sandy silt 0.04m deep with frequent crushed mortar and brick and tile fragment inclusions. Above 
this was [1339], a bedding deposit composed of friable mid yellow sandy mortar forming a layer up to 
0.01m thick onto which brick floor [1338] was laid. This floor was constructed from unfrogged squared 
bricks (measuring 220mm by 110mm by 60mm on average) that were aligned in parallel rows of 
stretchers running north-northwest by south-southeast. A second and identical robber cut, [1335], ran 
parallel to [1332] along the southwestern edge of the test pit. It measured 2.0m+ by 0.10m+ in extent 
by 0.05m deep and also had moderately to steeply sloping sides and a relatively flat base. An identical 
sequence of layers were observed in this location also, comprising; mixed backfill deposit [1333] that 
provided a foundation for mortar bedding [1379], which in turn acted as bedding material for brick 
floor [1380]. The latter was identical in form, and employed identical materials to, adjacent floor 
surface [1338]. F.182 represents the robbing of an original 18th century basement floor (cut [1337]) and 
the subsequent relaying of new surfaces ([1338] and [1380]) with associated make-up and bedding 
layers. These events most probably occurred during the 19th century, although unfortunately no datable 
material was recovered to confirm this. This feature cuts F.181; it has been assigned to Phase TP7/3. 
 

Pit F.183, cut [1349], fills [1352], [1347] and [1346] 

Pit F.183 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limits of the area. Cut [1349] is 1.64m+ by 
1.22m+ in extent and 0.81m+ deep with moderately steeply sloping straight sides and a relatively flat 
base. Initial fill [1352] comprises a light to mid semi-friable grey yellow silt sand deposit 0.11m+ deep 
that contained occasional gravel inclusions. Above this lies [1347], a pale to mid yellowish brown silty 
sand deposit 0.40m deep with moderate gravel inclusions. Uppermost fill [1346] consists of a mixed 
mid brown silty sand deposit 0.57m+ deep that contained moderate to frequent gravel inclusions. The 
fill sequence of F.183 indicates that the pit was left open to silt up naturally via a series of slump events 
from the feature’s sides. Its function is uncertain, as it was largely dug through an earlier quarry pit; it 
would therefore have been unsuitable for extraction purposes and no datable materials were present 
within its fills. A heavily corroded iron object, which appears to have formed part of the head of a 
hafted tool (perhaps utilised during the feature’s initial excavation), was recovered, however. The 
feature can be assigned to the Roman period on stratigraphic grounds. It cuts F.185 and is cut by F.181; 
it has been assigned to Phase TP7/1. 
 

Pit F.184, cut [1351], fill [1350] 

Pit F.184 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 7. 
Cut [1351] is 1.20m+ by 0.97m+ in extent and 0.51m+ deep with moderately to steeply sloping 
partially concave sides and a relatively flat base. The single fill, [1350], comprises a mid orange brown 
silty gravel deposit 0.51m+ deep. F.184 represents one of a series of early quarry pits in the area, which 
are potentially associated with the original construction of the Via Devana. It appears to have been left 
open to silt up naturally, although it is also possible that a certain amount of the material represents the 
up-cast from adjacent quarrying activity. F.184 can be assigned to the early Roman period on 
stratigraphic grounds, although it contained no datable material culture. It cuts F.185 and F.186 and is 
cut by F.180 and F.188; it has been assigned to Phase TP7/1. 
 

Pit F.185, cut [1355], fill [1348] = [1354] 

Pit F.185 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 7. 
Cut [1355] is 2.00m+ by 1.23m+ in extent and 0.81m+ deep with moderately to steeply sloping 
partially concave sides and a relatively flat base. The single fill, [1348] = [1354], comprises a mid 
orangey/reddish brown silty gravel deposit 0.81m+ deep, which was very well compacted towards the 
base. This material contained a single piece of worked flint. F.185 represents one of a series of early 
quarry pits in the area, which are potentially associated with the original construction of the Via 
Devana. It appears to have been left open to silt up naturally, although it is also possible that a certain 
amount of the material represents the up-cast from adjacent quarrying activity. F.185 can be assigned 
to the early Roman period on stratigraphic grounds, although it contained no datable material culture.  
It cuts F.187 and is cut by F.184 and F.190; it has been assigned to Phase TP7/1. 
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Pit F.186, cut [1357], fill [1356] 

Pit F.186 is of unknown form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 7. Cut 
[1357] is 0.65m+ by 0.22m+ in extent and 0.37m+ deep; although the sides of the feature have been 
removed due to the high degree of truncation, the relatively flat base survived. The single fill, [1356], 
comprises a mid yellowish brown silty gravel deposit 0.81m+ deep, which contained occasional 
mottled patches of mid to dark grey silt. F.186 represents one of a series of early quarry pits in the area, 
which are potentially associated with the original construction of the Via Devana. It appears to have 
been left open to silt up naturally, although it is also possible that a certain amount of the material 
represents the up-cast from adjacent quarrying activity. F.186 can be assigned to the early Roman 
period on stratigraphic grounds, although it contained no datable material culture. It is cut by F.184 and 
cuts natural; it has been assigned to Phase TP7/1. 
 

Pit/Ditch F.188, cut [1364], fills [1362] and [1363] 

Pit/ditch F.188 is of unknown form as it is only partially present within the limits of Test Pit 7. Cut 
[1364] is 0.94m+ by 0.68m+ in extent and 0.55m+ deep with moderately to steeply sloping sides and a 
relatively flat base. The basal fill, [1363], comprises a dark brownish grey gravely ashy silt deposit 
0.07m deep with moderate to frequent gravel inclusions. It is overlain by fill [1362], a mid grey ashy 
silt deposit 0.07m+ deep with occasional to rare  inclusions. As F.188 was only partially present within 
the trench, it is not clear whether it represents a pit or a ditch. However, as it is situated directly above 
(and partially truncating) earlier gully F.179, it is perhaps most likely to represent a recut of this pre-
existing boundary. The fill sequence of this feature, allied with the nature of the material culture 
recovered from it, indicates that it acted as the receptacle for domestic waste. It is Roman in date and 
contained 2nd to 4th century material (although it is most likely to be 2nd/3rd century in origin). It cuts 
F.179 and F.184 and is cut by F.181; it has been assigned to Phase TP7/2. 
 

Post Alignment F.189, cuts [1367], [1369] and [1377], fills [1366], [1368] and [1376] 

Post alignment F.189 consists of three sub-circular postholes that are arranged in a northeast to 
southwest alignment which extends beyond the limits of Test pit 7. The three cuts – [1367], [1369] and 
[1377] – are each 0.19m in diameter with vertical sides and a concave base; they are 0.45m+, 0.23m+ 
and 0.10m+ deep respectively. Each posthole was backfilled with an identical deposit (numbered 
[1366], [1368] and [1376]) of mid brownish orange silty gravel. It is not clear whether these fills were 
deliberately introduced following the removal of the posts, or were alternatively left open to silt up 
naturally. F.189 represents elements within a boundary demarcation that was later replaced by gully 
F.179. It is Roman in date and contained 2nd to 4th century material (although it is most likely to be 
2nd/3rd century in origin). It cuts F.190 and is cut by F.179; it has been assigned to Phase TP7/2. 
 

Pit F.190, cut [1371], fill [1370] 

Pit F.190 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Test Pit 7. Cut [1371] is 1.10m+ 
by 0.20m+ in extent and 0.32m+ deep with steeply sloping sides and a slightly concave base. The 
single fill, [1370], comprises a mid orangey brown sandy silt deposit 0.32m+ deep that contained 
frequent gravel inclusions. F.190 represents one of a series of early quarry pits in the area, which are 
potentially associated with the original construction of the Via Devana. It appears to have been left 
open to silt up naturally, although it is also possible that a certain amount of the material represents the 
up-cast from adjacent quarrying activity. F.190 can be assigned to the early Roman period on 
stratigraphic grounds, although it contained no datable material culture. It cuts F.185 and is cut by 
F.189; it has been assigned to Phase TP7/1. 
 

Pit F.191, cut [1375], fill [1374] 

Pit F.191 is of unknown form as it is only partially present within the limits of Test Pit 7. Cut [1375] is 
0.43m+ by 0.15m+ in extent and 0.13m+ deep with moderately to steeply sloping sides and a relatively 
flat base. The single fill, [1374], comprises a banded mid to dark grey sandy silt deposit 0.13m+ deep 
that contains occasional lenses of ashy material and moderately frequent gravel inclusions. F.191 
represents a small heavily truncated pit of unknown function. It is Roman in date and contained 2nd to 
4th century material (although it is most likely to be 2nd/3rd century in origin). It cuts F.180 and is cut by 
F.181; it has been assigned to Phase TP7/2. 
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Area 2: watching brief results 
Three areas of watching brief – comprising Areas II, II and IV – were undertaken in 
close proximity to Test Pit 7; the results of this work are detailed below. 
 

Area II  
 

On the 21st of June 2007, four holes dug by the principal contractor for the insertion 
of steel supports within the basement of No. 68 Bridge Street were examined; this 
basement had previously been investigated during the initial evaluation phase via 
Trial Pits 40 and 41 (cf. Hall & Dickens 2005). The four holes were 0.8m by 0.8m in 
extent and were dug to a depth of 0.5 to 0.6m. According to the contractor’s plans, the 
current basement floor level lay at 7.16m OD. The brick floor of the basement was 
0.06m thick and beneath that there was a levelling and makeup layer 0.04m thick; 
undisturbed deposits were therefore located at 7.06m OD. In the two holes closest to 
Bridge Street (No.’s 1 and 2) very little could be observed. Mid orangey brown gravels 
lay at 6.95m OD, with undisturbed natural gravel at c.6.7m OD. In the southern rear 
hole (No. 3) there appeared to be several intercutting features filled with a mid brown 
silt with their bases at c.6.8 to 6.9m OD. No dating evidence was recovered from 
these features and their nature could not be determined. In the northern rear hole (No. 
4) the entire hole was filled with a homogenous dark silty sand deposit to a depth of at 
least 6.65m OD. This would appear to represent a substantial feature of some kind, 
although again no dating evidence was recovered. It is possible that this is the same 
feature identified in Trial Pit 40 of the watching brief, which contained 1st century AD 
Roman pottery.  
 

Area III 
 

Area III consists of a series of nine underpinning trenches that were monitored 
between the 2nd and the 23rd of July 2007. Two of these trenches (No.’s 4 and 8) were 
located to the rear of the standing frontage building at No. 68 Bridge Street, whilst the 
remainder were excavated within the standing structure at No. 69 Bridge Street; of the 
latter, three were located to the northwest of a central corridor that was situated 
towards the rear of the building (comprising No.’s 6, 3 and 9) and four were located to 
the southeast of this division (comprising No.’s 2, 7, 1 and 5). All of the trenches were 
excavated to a depth of 2.4m (or c.7.0m OD), and they varied between 1.0m by 1.0m 
and 2.0m by 2.0m in extent. To the northwest, in Trench 8, a significant clunch-built 
foundation wall was encountered running northwest to southeast (parallel to Bridge 
Street). This was constructed from square-cut blocks 250mm thick that were bonded 
with pale cream sandy mortar; it was at least 0.3m wide and its top lay at 7.75m OD 
(although it may well have been truncated). It continued for at least 0.85m below this 
depth, to a minimum of 6.9m OD. This foundation, [3050], most probably represents 
part of the foundation of the rear wall of the standing building at No. 68 Bridge Street 
and is likely to be 16th/17th century in date (as indeed are recognised elements of the 
adjacent standing building; RCHM(E) 1959 II, 335-6). To its rear, in Trench 4, a 
sequence of at least three successive gravel yard/alley surfaces was identified 
(comprising [3036] to [3039]). These are likely to have been broadly contemporary 
with [3050], and the uppermost surface also lay at 7.75m OD. This yard-type horizon 
both succeeded and preceded deposits of well-stratified ‘garden soil’ material, 
indicating that they formed a relatively brief change in the usage of the space. 
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Beneath the standing structure at No. 69 Bridge Street, a broadly similar sequence was 
also revealed. The present standing structure – which is late 18th century in date, 
incorporating earlier 16th and 17th century elements (RCHM(E) 1959 II, 335-6) – had 
truncated the preceding deposits to a maximum of 8.62m OD. Despite this, however, 
a relatively well-preserved sequence survived in this location. The most significant 
discovery was made in adjacent Trenches 3 and 9, within which a substantial 
northeast to southwest-aligned clunch-built foundation wall was identified. This wall, 
[3034], was at least 1.4m deep (with its top lying at 8.92m OD), and was constructed 
from roughly coursed clunch fragments with frequent flat laid red peg tiles inclusions 
bonded with pale sandy mortar. To the northwest, interior side of this wall, a sequence 
of at least four successive off-white clay floor surfaces – along with associated make-
up/trample deposits – were visible ([3026] to [3033]). The uppermost surface lay at 
8.96m OD, and the sequence potentially continued below 8.05m OD. Notably, this 
structure did not extend into Trench 6, situated only a metre further to the northeast, 
indicating that the remains represent part of an ancillary building situated to the rear 
of the main frontage property. Although no dating evidence was recovered, it is 
certainly significant that [3034] broadly aligns with the southeastern limits of 15th to 
16th century structures Workshop 1 and Workshop 2 (both of which occupied the rear 
portion of this same property), and it seems likely that the structure represents a 
further element in a complex of broadly contemporary buildings. No trace of 
metalworking activity was identified, however, and this structure may well have 
played a somewhat different role as it appears to have been rather more substantially 
constructed. To the southeast of [3034], a banded sequence of garden soil-type 
deposits and possible external surfaces accrued. 
 
In Trenches 2, 1, 7 and 5, much less substantial remains were encountered. In Trench 
1, clay floor [3042] was identified at 8.2m OD; this contained a sherd of 15th/16th 
century coarseware, and may have comprised part of a further small ancillary 
structure (although no associated walls were present). [3042] was preceded by a 
sequence of garden soil layers interspersed with occasional external surfaces – 
comprising [3009] to [3013], which also contained 15th/16th century pottery – and was 
succeeded by a made-ground deposit prior to the erection of the present standing 
building in the late 18th century. A near identical sequence was also identified to the 
southwest in Trench 5, and to the northeast in Trench 7. In Trench 2, however, 
shallow unmortared clunch-built footing [3015] was observed running northwest to 
southeast; it was thus parallel to Bridge Street, and in line with the more substantial 
footing previously identified in Trench 8 to the northwest. The top of this footing lay 
at 7.58m OD, and it was 0.72m wide by 0.3m deep (although it may well have been at 
least partially truncated/robbed). Given its location, this feature potentially represents 
the rear wall of an earlier phase of then main frontage building, although it appears 
much less substantial than equivalent wall [3050], and no further structural evidence 
was encountered prior to the erection of the present standing building. 
 

Area IV 
 

Observations were undertaken in Area IV, which is situated immediately to the rear of 
the main frontage property at No. 68 Bridge Street, adjacent to Trenches 4 and 8 in 
Area III, between the 7th and the 9th of August 2007. An additional foundation trench 
of irregular form, up to 5.6m in length and 4.1m in width, was excavated to a depth of 
1.7m (or 8.7m OD) at this time. A minimum of six cut features were visible within the 
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very irregular section that was thus revealed and, although no dating evidence was 
recovered, based upon the sequences identified in nearby Areas III and 1 these are 
highly likely to have been 16th century or later in date. At least two of the features 
appear to have been industrial in nature, as they contained numerous phases of in-situ 
heat affected clay linings that were overlain in turn by ash rich deposits. These 
features varied between 0.82m+ and 1.41m+ in width and 0.68m and 0.71m in depth 
(with their upper horizon lying at 8.6m OD), and were both succeeded by an episode 
of ground-raising/levelling activity that is likely to be 17th century or later in date. 
This material also sealed at least three further features that were most probably refuse-
based in nature. The activities undertaken in this area during the Post-Medieval period 
therefore appear to have been very comparable with the contemporary sequences of 
mixed craft-based and domestic activity previously encountered in other parts of the 
site, although very few details could be recovered due to the limited size and 
irregularity of the foundation trench. The uppermost part of the sequence in this 
location, which consisted of at least three successive temporary surfaces that were 
overlain by a layer of modern concrete, most probably relates to the usage of the area 
as an open yard from around the 18th century onwards (a pattern which also appears to 
be visible in contemporary historic maps, such as those of Custance in 1798 and 
Baker in 1830). 
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Area 3: feature descriptions  
 

Modern Drains F.205, cut [2017], fill [2016], pipes [2013], [2014] and [2015] 

Modern drain F.205 is irregular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut 
[2017] measures 1.76m+ by 1.62m+ in extent and 0.52m+ deep, and consists of numerous inter-cutting 
pipe trenches whose sides vary from moderately sloping to near vertical and whose bases are irregular 
and uneven. Two of the drains, [2014] and [2015], consisted of brown salt glazed ceramic pipes that 
were set within concrete whilst the third, [2013], consisted of a 0.44m square brick-built single skin 
soakaway constructed from shallowly frogged yellow bricks (measuring 220mm by 110mm by 65mm 
on average) set with a cream sandy mortar. The construction cut was backfilled with [2016], a mixed 
mid to dark brown silt clay deposit 0.53m+ deep. F.205 represents a series of 20th century drains that 
demonstrate clear evidence of repeated replacement and maintenance. No datable material was 
recovered. They cut F.262, and have been assigned to Phase SA1/15. 
 

Brick Oven F.206, brick structure [2023], fills [2020] and [2022] 

Brick oven F.206 is sub-oval (‘tear-drop’ shaped) in form and aligned northwest to southeast, though it 
is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Its primary element consists of 
[2023], a rough unmortared floor surface that measures 1.50m+ by 0.70m+ in extent and 0.12m+ deep 
and is composed of hand-made unfrogged pink and yellow whole and partial bricks (which measure 
220mm by 110mm by 50mm on average). This floor was laid as a series of randomly coursed 
stretchers; overlying these, the up-standing portion of the oven survived only as a single course. It has a 
bowl chamber with a maximum internal width of 0.50m, which narrows to a flue opening at the 
northwest end. The oven itself was constructed using very similar materials to [2023]; the bricks were 
arranged in a ‘best-fit’ manner and were set with a friable mid yellow sandy mortar. This showed signs 
of being severely heat-affected, as did the internal face of the upstanding oven and the floor surface 
around the flue entrance. Within the oven bowl itself purplish black ash rich fill [2020], which 
contained frequent charcoal and metalworking slag fragment inclusions, was encountered. This 
measured 0.70m by 0.58m in extent and was 0.04m deep. Above it lay [2022], a thin layer of pale 
cream mortar with frequent small fragmentary brick inclusions 0.02m thick. F.206 represents a small 
16th or 17th century domestic oven. Although metalworking slag was recovered from its backfill, it is 
very unlikely that this feature was ever used in direct connection with metalworking activity; the 
material appears instead to have been introduced following the dismantlement of the oven. It contained 
Babylon ware, plus a complete copper alloy tack and a complete (or near complete) iron crowbar or 
jemmy. It overlies F.207 and is itself overlain by F.266; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/13. 
 

Posthole F.207, cut [2029], fill [2028] and [2040] 

Posthole F.207 is sub-circular in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1. Cut [2029] measures 0.30m+ by 0.24m+ in extent and 0.30m+ deep and has near vertical 
sides and a rounded base. The primary fill, [2040], comprises a mid grey silt clay deposit 0.21m deep. 
Above this lies [2028], a mid orangey brown clay silt deposit 0.09m+ deep with occasional cinder, ash 
and charcoal inclusions. The fill sequence of F.207 indicates the deliberate backfilling of the posthole 
following the removal of the post, for which there was no surviving evidence. The ash and cinder rich 
nature of the upper fill indicates the presence of hearth or oven rake-out material, or semi-industrial 
activity in the vicinity prior to the construction of the subsequent brick oven that can be seen to overlie 
the posthole. F.207 is probably 15th/16th century in date and contained Grey Coarseware. It cuts F.270 
and is cut by F.206; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/13. 
 

Pit F.208, cut [2027], fill [2026] 

Pit F.208 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2027] measures 
0.57m+ by 0.27m+ in extent and 0.51m deep; it has steeply sloping sides and a partially concave base. 
The single fill, [2026], comprises a poorly sorted deposit of mid to dark brow, humic sandy clay silt 
0.51m deep. F.208 was backfilled with redeposited ‘garden soil’, and was probably utilised for planting 
or garden-related activities. It is 19th century or later in date, although it cannot be more closely dated 
as no datable material was recovered. It cuts F.263; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/15. 
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Trenches F.209, cuts [2031] and [2033], fills [2030] and [2032] 

Trenches F.209 are linear in form and aligned northeast to southwest, though they extend beyond the 
limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2031] measures 2.00m+ by 0.60m+ in extent and 0.30m+ deep and is 
located on the north-western side of wall F.264, whilst cut [2033] measures 2.00m+ by 0.78m+ in 
extent and 0.30m+ deep and is located on the south-eastern side of wall F.264; both cuts have 
moderately to steeply sloping sides and slightly rounded concave bases. They also contained identical 
fills ([2030] and [2032] respectively) which consist of poorly sorted mid to dark brown humic sandy 
clay silt deposits 0.30m+ deep. F.209 most probably represents bedding trenches excavated against the 
faces of wall F.264. These were backfilled with ‘garden soil’ deposits very similar to that seen in 
contemporary pit F.208. The feature is 19th century or later in date, although it cannot be more closely 
dated as no datable material was recovered. It cuts F.262; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/15. 
 

Pit F.210, cut [2042], fill [2041] 

Pit F.210 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2042] measures 
0.70m+ by 0.40m+ in extent and 0.36m+ deep; it has moderately to steeply sloping sides and a 
relatively flat base. The single fill, [2041], comprises a mid brownish grey sandy silt deposit 0.36m+ 
deep with frequent charcoal, slag and cinder inclusions. F.210 represents a small pit deliberately 
backfilled with a mixed deposit of domestic and possibly semi-industrial waste material. It is 16th 
century in date and contained Red and Grey Coarsewares, Babylon ware and a single sherd of English 
Tin Glazed Earthenware. It cuts F.270 and is overlain by F.266; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/13. 
 

Posthole F.211, cut [2045], fill [2044] 

Posthole F.211 is sub-circular in form, though it is partially truncated; it is situated in Soakaway 1. Cut 
[2045] measures 0.21m by 0.18m+ in extent and 0.28m+ deep; it has near vertical sides and a slightly 
rounded concave base. The fill, [2044], comprises a friable deposit of mid grey silty clay 0.28m+ deep 
with frequent mottled patches of fine light grey ash. It also contained several tiles and large stones, 
measuring up to a maximum of 150mm by 100mm by 80mm, which may have originally acted as 
packing material. F.211 represents a posthole from which the post has been removed and the void then 
deliberately backfilled. It is one of several contemporary post and stakehole features present at this 
horizon and, despite not appearing to form any distinct pattern or alignment, an associated structural 
function cannot be ruled out. It is probably 16th century in date, although it cannot be more closely 
dated as no datable material was recovered. It cuts F.222 and is overlain by F.270; it has been assigned 
to Phase SA1/12. 
 

Posthole F.212, cut [2049], fill [2048] 

Posthole F.212 is sub-circular in form, though it is partially truncated; it is situated in Soakaway 1. Cut 
[2049] is 0.30m by 0.26m+ in extent and 0.52m deep with very steeply sloping sides and a slightly 
rounded, concave base. The fill, [2048], comprises a semi-friable deposit of mid brownish grey silty 
clay 0.52m deep with small quantities charcoal and iron slag as inclusions. F.212 represents a posthole 
from which the post has been removed and the void then deliberately backfilled. It is one of several 
contemporary post and stakehole features present at this horizon and, despite not appearing to form any 
distinct pattern or alignment, an associated structural function cannot be ruled out; it is significantly 
deeper than any of the other surrounding postholes. It is 16th century in date and contained Grey 
Coarseware, Glazed Red Earthenware and Babylon Ware, plus residual Pink Coarseware. It cuts F.221 
and is overlain by F.270; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/12. 
 

Robber Cut F.213, cut [2052], fill [2051] 

Robber cut F.213 is sub-circular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut 
[2052] measures 0.48m+ by 0.46m+ in extent and 0.23m deep; it has near vertical sides and a slightly 
rounded concave base. The fill, [2051], comprises a mid brown silty clay deposit 0.23m deep with 
frequent small grit and gravel inclusions throughout. F.213 represents a small robber feature, which 
had targeted an internal dividing wall of structure F.272; it appears to have related to a phase of 
modification undertaken during the 16th century. It contained Red and Grey Coarseware, plus residual 
Ely ware. It cuts F.271 and is overlain by F.269; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/12. 
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Pit F.214, cut [2057], fills [2055] and [2056] 

Pit F.214 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2057] measures 
0.65m+ by 0.20m+ in extent and 0.35m deep; it has moderately to steeply sloping sides and a slightly 
rounded concave base. Primary fill [2056] comprises a banded deposit mid bluish grey clayey silt 
deposit 0.10m deep, whilst upper fill [2055] comprises a semi-friable mid greyish brown clayey silt 
deposit 0.35m deep with occasional brick, tile clunch and charcoal fleck inclusions. F.214 represents a 
small pit created contemporaneously with a horizon of post and stakeholes; it may perhaps have 
resulted from the robbing of one of these structural elements. It is most probably dates to the 16th 
century, although it cannot be more closely dated as no datable material was recovered. It cuts F.221 
and is overlain by F.270; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/12. 
 

Stakehole F.215, cut [2059], fill [2058] 

Stakehole F.215 is circular in form, and is situated in Soakaway 1. Cut [2059] measures 0.20m in 
diameter and 0.32m deep with very steeply sloping sides that taper to a tightly rounded base. The single 
fill, [2058], consists of a mixed and friable mid to dark grey silty clay deposit with mottled patches of 
friable greenish silt. F.215 represents the deliberately backfilled void resulting from the removal of a 
stake; it may well be associated with stakeholes F.218 and F.219 which are situated a little further to 
the west. It is most probably dates to the 16th century, although it cannot be more closely dated as no 
datable material was recovered. It cuts F.222 and is overlain by F.270; it has been assigned to Phase 
SA1/12. 
 

Posthole F.216, cut [2061], fill [2060] 

Posthole F.216 is circular in form, and is situated in Soakaway 1. Cut [2061] is 0.21m in diameter and 
0.36m deep with near vertical sides and a slightly rounded concave base. The single fill, [2060], 
consists of a mixed deposit of dark grey sandy silt. F.216 represents the deliberately backfilled void left 
after the removal of the post. It is one of several contemporary post and stakehole features present at 
this horizon and, despite not appearing to form any distinct pattern or alignment, an associated 
structural function cannot be ruled out. The posthole probably dates to the 16th century. The Grey 
Coarseware recovered from the fill of the posthole may represent residual material. It cuts F.221 and is 
overlain by F.270; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/12.  
 

Pit F.217, cut [2063], fill [2062] 

Pit F.217 is of unknown form as most of the feature extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut 
[2063] is 1.17m+ by 0.74m+ in extent and 0.37m+ deep with moderately to steeply sloping sides and a 
relatively flat base. The single fill, [2062], consists of a mixed deposit of dark grey sandy silt 0.37m+ 
deep with mottled patches of sandy gravel and occasional charcoal fleck inclusions. F.217 represents a 
large pit that was deliberately backfilled with episodic dumps of domestic waste material during the 
16th century. It contained Broad Street Fineware, plus residual Ely ware, Essex Red ware and Grey 
Coarseware. It cuts F.221 and is overlain by F.270; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/12. 
 

Stakehole F.218, cut [2072], fill [2071] 

Stakehole F.218 is sub-circular in form, and is situated within Soakaway 1. Cut [2072] is 0.10m by 
0.09m in extent and 0.13m deep with near vertical sides which taper to a tightly rounded ‘V’ shaped 
base. The single fill, [2071], consists of a mid to dark grey sandy silt deposit 0.13m deep. F.218 
represents a stakehole that was most probably associated with adjacent stakehole F.219; the fills of 
these features appear remarkably similar, suggesting that the robbing of the stakes was 
contemporaneous. It is one of several contemporary post and stakehole features present at this horizon 
and, despite not appearing to form any distinct pattern or alignment, an associated structural function 
cannot be ruled out. It is 16th century in date and contained the base of a Babylon ware vessel that 
appeared to have been deliberately inserted into the void. It cuts F.221 and is overlain by F.270; it has 
been assigned to Phase SA1/12. 
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Stakehole F.219, cut [2074], fill [2073] 

Stakehole F.219 is sub-circular in form, and is situated within Soakaway 1. Cut [2074] measures 0.11m 
by 0.08m in extent and 0.12m deep with near vertical sides which taper to a tightly rounded ‘V’ shaped 
base. The single fill, [2073], consists of a mid to dark grey sandy silt deposit 0.13m deep. F.219 
represents a stakehole that was most probably associated with adjacent stakehole F.218; the fills of 
these features appear remarkably similar, suggesting that the robbing of the stakes was 
contemporaneous. It is one of several contemporary post and stakehole features present at this horizon 
and, despite not appearing to form any distinct pattern or alignment, an associated structural function 
cannot be ruled out. It is most probably 16th century in date, although no datable material was 
recovered. It cuts F.221 and is overlain by F.270; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/12. 
 

Pit F.220, cut [2076], fill [2075] 

Pit F.220 is sub-circular in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits 
Soakaway 1. Cut [2076] measures 1.17m+ by 1.10m+ in extent and 0.67m+ deep with moderately to 
steeply sloping sides and a relatively flat base. The single fill, [2075], consists of a mid grey sandy silt 
deposit 0.67m+ deep with occasional charcoal inclusions. F.220 represents a 16th century pit into which 
a rapid series of dumps of domestic waste material were inserted. It contained Glazed Red 
Earthenware, Babylon ware and Broad Street Fineware plus residual Sgraffito ware, Buff and Grey 
Coarseware, Ely ware, St Neots-type ware and Roman material. A small copper alloy plate or hinge 
fragment It cuts F.221 and is cut by F.212, F.214, F.216 and F.217; it has been assigned to Phase 
SA1/12. 
 

Pit F.221, cut [2081], fills [2079] and [2080] 

Pit F.221 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 
1. Cut [2081] measures 1.42m by 1.12m+ in extent and 0.31m+ deep with moderately to steeply 
sloping sides and a slightly rounded concave base. The basal fill, [2079], comprises a dark brown to 
black clay silt deposit 0.12m deep with very frequent ash and charcoal inclusions plus frequent coal 
and slag fragments. Above this lay [2080], a mid greyish brown deposit of sandy silt clay 0.21m deep 
which contained frequent flecks of charcoal and inclusions of slag and metalworking waste as well as 
more domestic material. F.221 represents a large rubbish pit of 16th century date that was deliberately 
backfilled with charcoal and slag rich material that was derived from a probable industrial context. This 
interpretation is reinforced by the presence of coal at this early date, and indicates that the material may 
have been derived from the nearby and contemporary Workshop 2. It contained Red and Grey 
Coarsewares, Raeren and Frechen stonewares, Babylon ware and residual Ely ware and Buff 
Coarseware. A probable iron knife handle, with a suspension hole situated towards its terminal end, 
was also recovered, along with three iron nail fragments and an unidentified iron ‘lump’. It cuts F.223 
and is cut by F.222, F.218, F.219 and F.220; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/12. 
 

Pit F.222, cut [2089], fills [2082], [2083], [2084], [2085], [2086], [2087], [2088], [2109], [2110], 
[2111] and [2112] 

Pit F.222 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 
1. Cut [2089] measures 1.97m+ by 1.14m+ in extent and 0.67m+ deep with steeply sloping sides and a 
partially rounded concave base. The basal fill, [2112], comprises a lens of dark greyish black silty sand 
and soot 0.02m deep with frequent inclusions of charcoal and mussel shell. Above this lies [2111], a 
dark grey sandy clay deposit 0.10m deep with mottled patches of white clay throughout. This is 
overlain by [2110], a banded deposit of dark greyish black silty sand and soot 0.03m deep with coal 
and charcoal inclusions that is in turn overlain by [2088], a mid brown clayey silty sand deposit 0.06m 
deep with frequent inclusions of mussel shell. Overlying this is [2087], a dark greyish black silty sand 
deposit 0.15m deep with a substantial charcoal and ash component, above which lies [2086], a banded 
deposit of mid brownish grey silty sand clay 0.05m deep. This in turn is overlain by [2109] and [2085]; 
the former consists of a mottled deposit of pale grey sandy clay 0.08m deep, whilst the latter consists of 
a dark greyish black silty sand deposit 0.08m deep with frequent charcoal inclusions. Both were sealed 
beneath [2084], a mid grey silty sandy clay deposit 0.50m deep that was in turn overlain by [2083], a 
dark greyish black silty sand deposit 0.12m deep with frequent charcoal shell fragment inclusions. The 
sequence was finally capped by [2082], a mid grey silty sandy clay deposit 0.38m deep. F.222 
represents a large 16th century rubbish pit into which successive dumps of burnt and unburnt material 
were introduced; the presence of shell was noted throughout the sequence. The variation in the later 
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fills may be due to the middening of material prior to its deposition, or the inclusion of up-cast material 
from the excavation of new rubbish pits in the near vicinity. The pit contained Red and Grey 
Coarsewares, Broad Street Fineware, Bourne-type ware, Babylon ware, Glazed Red Earthenware, 
Raeren and Frechen stonewares and residual Pink Coarseware. An illegible copper alloy coin or jetton 
was also recovered from this feature, along with a near complete copper alloy object of figure-of-eight 
design and indeterminate function. It cuts F.221 and F.224 and is cut by F.211 and F.227; it has been 
assigned to Phase SA1/12. 
 

Pit F.223, cut [2092], fills [2090] and [2091] 

Pit F.223 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 
1. Cut [2092] measures 1.40m+ by 0.82m+ in extent and 0.40m+ deep with moderately to steeply 
sloping sides and a slightly rounded concave base. The primary fill, [2091], consists of a mid grey 
sandy silt deposit 0.40m deep with frequent inclusions of charcoal, shell, bone and organic flecks plus 
occasional metal working debris and coal fragments. Above this lies [2090], a pale grey sandy silt 
deposit 0.40m deep. Both fills exhibited evidence of small lenses and tip-lines, as revealed by the 
presence of pale grey and white clay mottles. F.223 represents a 16th century rubbish pit, seemingly the 
receptacle for both domestic and possibly industrial waste material (as evidenced by inclusions of slag 
and the presence of coal). It contained Glazed Red Earthenware, Babylon ware and Red and Grey 
Coarsewares, plus residual Essex Red ware and Buff Coarseware. It cuts F.276 and is cut by F.221; it 
has been assigned to Phase SA1/12.  
 

Pit F.224, cut [2098], fills [2093], [2094], [2095], [2096] and [2097] 

Pit F.224 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 
1. Cut [2098] measures 0.48m+ by 0.46m+ in extent and 0.64m+ deep with moderately to steeply 
sloping sides; the base was not visible due to the degree of later truncation. The basal fill, [2097], 
comprises a banded deposit of pale yellowish brown silty sand 0.05m deep with occasional charcoal 
inclusions. Above this lies [2096], a friable dark grey clayey sandy silt deposit 0.11m deep with 
frequent charcoal inclusions that is in turn overlain by [2095], a mid grey silty sandy clay deposit 
0.16m deep. Overlying this is [2094], a friable deposit of dark reddish purple silty sand 0.12m deep. 
Finally, the upper fill [2093] comprises a pale grey sandy clay deposit 0.19m deep with occasional 
charcoal inclusions. F.224 represents a pit containing a series of relatively sterile dumps of material 
that appear to have been inserted on an infrequent or sporadic basis. With the exception of the initial 
basal fill, the quantities of waste material present within the pit are not consistent with amount 
associated with refuse disposal and its original function remains unclear. It is 16th century in date, and 
contained Glazed Red Earthenware, Babylon ware, and Grey Coarseware. It cuts F.276 and is cut by 
F.222; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/12. 
 

Posthole F.225, cut [2100], fill [2099] 

Posthole F.225 is rectangular in form, and is located in Soakaway 1. Cut [2100] measures 0.26m by 
0.19m in extent and 0.21m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides and a partially concave base. 
The single fill, [2099], consists of a mid brown clayey silt deposit with frequent mottles of ‘off-white’ 
clay. F.225 represents a posthole that held a squared (possibly structural) post, which was removed 
prior to the posthole being deliberately backfilled; this event appears to have re-incorporated some of 
the original clay packing material. The feature lies to the south of posthole F.226 and may have formed 
part of a more extensive post line continuing beyond the limits of the excavated area. This would be 
consistent with the alignment of earlier boundary ditches and possibly contemporary buildings to the 
northwest. The posthole dates to the 16th century and contained Red and Grey Coarsewares. It cuts 
F.275 and is overlain by F.273; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/11. 
 

Posthole F.226, cut [2102], fill [2101] 

Posthole F.226 is circular in form, and is located in Soakaway 1. Cut [2102] measures 0.24m in 
diameter and 0.24m deep with near vertical sides becoming vertical towards the relatively flat base. 
The single fill, [2101], is and composed of a mid brown silt deposit 0.24m deep with evidence of 
occasional tile fragments that had been utilised as packing material. F.226 represents a posthole that 
held a possibly structural post, which was removed prior to the posthole being deliberately backfilled; 
this event appears to have re-incorporated some of the original tile packing. The feature lies to the 
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north of posthole F.225 and may have formed part of a more extensive post line continuing beyond the 
limits of the area. This would be consistent with the alignment of earlier boundary ditches and possibly 
contemporary buildings to the northwest. The posthole probably dates to the 16th century, although no 
datable material was recovered. It cuts F. 275 and is overlain by F.273; it has been assigned to Phase 
SA1/11. 
 

Pit F.227, cut [2107], fill [2106] 

Pit F.227 is sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated; it is located in Soakaway 1. Cut [2107] 
measures 0.56m by 0.30m in extent and 0.29m deep with steeply sloping sides that taper towards a 
concave base. The single fill, [2106], comprises a friable pale grey sandy silt deposit 0.29m deep with 
frequent clunch, brick and tile fragment inclusions. F.227 probably represents a small pit or a posthole 
that was heavily disturbed during the robbing of the post prior to being reused for the disposal of 
demolition debris. It is most probably 16th century in date and contained a single sherd of English 
Notts/Derby stoneware. It cuts F.222 and is cut by F.215; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/12. 
 

Posthole F.228, cut [2125], fill [2124] 

Posthole F.228 is circular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2125] 
measures 0.11m by 0.06m in extent and 0.54m deep with vertical sides and a rounded concave base. 
The single fill, [2124], comprises a mid greyish brown clay silt deposit 0.54m deep with occasional to 
frequent inclusions of gravel and occasional tile fragments that were utilised as packing material. F.228 
represents a small posthole, which appears to have been robbed and subsequently backfilled. It 
represents one of several post- and stake-hole features that were created at this horizon and, despite not 
appearing to form any distinct pattern or alignment, a structural function cannot be ruled out. It is most 
probably 16th century in date, although it cannot be more closely dated as no datable material was 
recovered. It cuts F.220 and is overlain by F.270; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/12. 
 

Ditch/Gully F.230, cut [2140], fill [2139] 

Ditch/gully F.230 is linear in form and orientated northeast to southwest, though it is partially truncated 
and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2140] measures 2.00m+ by 0.62m in extent and 
0.22m deep with a vertical northwest side and a near vertical southeast side, both of which lead to a 
relatively flat base. The single fill, [2139], comprises a mid brown clayey silt deposit 0.22m deep with 
patches of mottled grey clay and occasional to frequent stone inclusions. F.230 represents a property 
boundary ditch/gully, which is oriented on a consistent alignment with earlier gully F.232. The feature 
dates to the 15th century and contained, Essex Red ware, Ely ware, Tudor Green, Langewehre 
Stoneware from Germany and Red and Grey Coarsewares, plus residual Lyveden ware, St Neots-type 
ware and Roman material. It cuts F.277 and F.278 and is cut by F.275; it has been assigned to Phase 
SA1/10. 
 

Pit F.231, cut [2143], fill [2142] 

Pit F.231 is sub-rectangular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2143] 
measures 1.06m+ by 0.72m+ in extent and 0.17m deep with moderately to steeply sloping uneven sides 
and a rounded concave base. The single fill, [2142], comprises a mid brownish grey silty clay deposit 
0.17m deep. F.231 represents a small pit of unknown function, of probable 14th or 15th century date, 
although it cannot be more closely dated as it contained no datable material. Two copper alloy plate 
fragments, along with an unidentified copper alloy lump, were recovered, along with a curvilinear lead 
strip fragment. Although apparently quite shallow, it is possible that the upper portion of this feature 
originally truncated overlying layer F.277, but was subsequently rendered indistinguishable by later 
disturbance. It cuts F.240 and F.279 and is overlain by F.277; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/9. 
 

Gully F.232, cut [2144], fills [2145] and [2150] 

Gully F.232 is linear in form and aligned northwest to southeast, though it extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1. Cut [2144] measures 0.78m+ by 0.38m in extent and 0.17m deep with moderately to 
steeply sloping sides and a partially concave base that slopes slightly towards the southeast. The basal 
fill, [2150], consists of greyish brown sandy silt deposit 0.09m deep with occasional small gravel 
inclusions. The upper fill, [2145], comprises a friable orange sandy gravel deposit 0.11m deep. F.232 
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represents a shallow gully that is oriented perpendicular to succeeding ditch/gully F.230; it was most 
probably deliberately backfilled. It is 14th century in date and contained Ely ware, Lyveden ware and 
Grey Coarseware, plus residual and St Neots-type ware. It cuts F.279 and is overlain by F.277; it has 
been assigned to Phase SA1/9. 
 

Posthole F.233, cut [2146], fill [2147] 

Posthole F.233 is sub-oval in form with its long axis aligned northwest to southeast; it is situated in 
Soakaway 1. Cut [2146] measures 0.60m by 0.30m in extent and 0.44m deep with steeply sloping sides 
(which undercut on the northwest side and are partially stepped on the southeast side) and a relatively 
flat base. The single fill, [2147], consists of a banded deposit of loose mid grey sandy silt 0.44m deep 
that contains a pale grey clay lens. F.233 represents a posthole in which the post was originally set at 
an angle of approximately 15° to the east. It is cut from same horizon as a series of clay and gravel 
spreads and may perhaps relate to the erection of a temporary structure. It dates to the 14th century and 
contained Ely ware, Lyveden ware and Grey Coarseware. It cuts F.279 and is overlain by F.277; it has 
been assigned to Phase SA1/9. 
 

Pit F.234, cut [2149], fill [2148] 

Pit F.234 appears to be sub-rectangular in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the 
limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2149] measures 1.45m+ by 0.34m+ in extent and 0.23m+ deep with near 
vertical sides and an uneven, undulating base that lies predominantly outside the area of excavation. 
The single fill, [2148], consists of a series of six alternating bands of mid greyish brown silty clay 
overlain by mid brownish orange compacted sandy gravels; these deposits vary in depth between 
0.02m to 0.07m. F.234 is difficult to interpret as it falls only partially within the area of excavation. 
The successive bands may perhaps represent alternating make-up layers and gravel surfaces set down 
within a cut; if so, they may relate to an activity work area or a partially sunken structure (possibly 
associated with posthole F.233). The feature is 14th or 15th century in date on stratigraphic grounds, 
although no datable material was recovered. It cuts F.235 and is overlain by F.277; it has been assigned 
to Phase SA1/9. 
 

Ditch F.235, cut [2154], fill [2153] 

Ditch F.235 is linear in plan and aligned northeast to southwest, though it extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1. Cut [2154] measures 2.00m+ by 0.66m in extent and 0.35m deep with near vertical sides 
and a relatively flat base. The single fill, [2153], is composed of a mid to dark grey brown sand silt 
deposit 0.35m deep with frequent grit and small gravel inclusions. F.235 represents a boundary ditch 
on a consistent alignment with earlier ditches and later buildings. It dates to the 14th or 15th century and 
contained Ely ware, Surrey type ware, Essex Red ware and Red, Grey, Brown and Buff Coarsewares, 
plus residual Lyveden ware, Thetford-type ware, St Neots-type ware and Roman material. It cuts F.280 
and F.281 and is cut by F.234 and overlain by F.278; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/8. 
 

Pit F.236, cut [2158], fill [2157] 

Pit F.236 appears to be sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut 
[2158] measures 0.72m+ by 0.72m+ in extent and 0.30m deep with moderately to steeply sloping sides 
and a relatively flat base. The single fill, [2157], consists of a loose mid to dark grey sandy silt deposit 
0.30m deep. F.236 represents a relatively shallow pit of 14th or 15th century date; its function remains 
unclear as it contained insufficient refuse material to have comprised a rubbish pit. It contained Bourne 
ware, Ely ware and Red and Grey Coarsewares. It cuts F.282 and is overlain by F.280; it has been 
assigned to Phase SA1/7. 
 

Pit F.237, cut [2164], fills [2162], [2163], [2211] and [2212] 

Pit F.237 is sub-rectangular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2164] 
measures 1.48m+ by 0.80m+ in extent and 1.45m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides and a 
relatively flat base. The basal fill, [2211], is composed of a mid brownish grey silty sand deposit 0.53m 
deep. This was overlain by [2212], a dark brownish grey silty sand 0.48m deep, which is in turn 
overlain by [2163], a relatively soft dark grey sandy silt deposit 0.16m deep. The upper fill, [2162], 
consists of a dark brownish grey sandy silty clay deposit 0.30m deep. F.237 represents a large pit of 
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14th century date and unknown function. It is located on the line of later boundary features F.230 and 
F.235, and may well have respected a more ephemeral boundary demarcation that is no longer 
apparent. It contained Ely ware, Surrey Borders ware and Grey, Brown and Pink Coarsewares, plus 
residual Early Ely ware, Lyveden ware, Stamford ware, Thetford-type ware, St Neots-type ware and 
Roman material. It cuts F.283 and is overlain by F.282; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/7. 
 

Pit F.238, cut [2170], fills [2167], [2168], [2169] and [2201] 

Pit F.238 appears to be sub-circular in form, though it is only partially present within the limits of 
Soakaway 1. Cut [2170] measures 1.37m+ by 0.30m+ in extent and 0.87m+ deep with near vertical 
sides; the base was not visible within the area of excavation. Basal fill [2201] comprises a mid to dark 
brown clayey silt deposit 0.61m deep with frequent charcoal inclusions. Above this lies [2169], a dark 
brownish grey silty clay deposit 0.06m deep with occasional to frequent small grit and gravel 
inclusions. Overlying this is [2168], a mid to pale brown silt deposit 0.23m deep with frequent mottles 
of ‘off-white’ clay whilst the uppermost fill, [2167], consists of a relatively homogenous ‘capping’ of 
mid to dark brown silty clay 0.25m deep. F.238 represents a pit of 14th century date containing repeated 
dumps of differentially derived material; it does not appear to represent a domestic rubbish pit, 
although the presence of a significant charcoal component within the lower fills may indicate the 
opportunistic use of the feature for the disposal of rake-out material. It contained Ely ware, Essex Red 
ware and Brown, Grey and Pink Coarsewares, plus residual Lyveden ware, Thetford-type ware and 
Roman material. It cuts F.283 and is overlain by F.282; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/7. 
 

Pit F.239, cut [2198], fill [2197] 

Pit F.239 appears to be sub-circular or sub-oval in form, though it is only partially present within the 
limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2198] measures 1.00m+ by 0.18m+ in extent and 0.39m+ deep with steeply 
sloping sides; the base was not visible within the area of excavation. The single fill, [2197], consists of 
a mid to pale brownish grey silty clay deposit 0.39m+ deep. F.239 represents a pit of probable 14th or 
15th century date. The form and function of the feature are difficult to establish, however, as it falls 
only partially within the area of excavation. It contained Essex Red ware plus residual Thetford-type 
ware. It cuts F.284 and is overlain by F.281; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/7. 
 

Pit F.240, cut [2202], fill [2203] 

Pit F.240 appears to be sub-circular or sub-oval in form, though it is only partially present within the 
limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2202] measures 0.27m+ by 0.25m+ in extent and 0.59m+ deep with steeply 
sloping sides and an apparently concave base that was only partially visible within the area of 
excavation. The single fill, [2203], comprises a banded deposit consisting of a lower pale greyish 
brown silty clay lens with patches of mottled grey clay overlain by an upper mid to dark brown silty 
clay layer. F.240 probably dates to the 14th century. Unfortunately, the form and function of the feature 
are difficult to establish as it falls only partially within the area of excavation. It contained Ely ware 
and Grey Coarseware, plus residual Roman material. It cuts F.284 and is cut by F.231; it has been 
assigned to Phase SA1/7.  
 

Pit F.241, cut [2205], fill [2204] 

Pit F.241 appears to be sub-circular or sub-oval in form, though it is only partially present within the 
limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2205] measures 0.65m+ by 0.10m+ in extent and 0.27m+ deep with steeply 
sloping sides; the base was not visible within the area of excavation. The single fill, [2204], comprises 
a mixed and mottled mid to dark greyish brown silt clay deposit 0.27m+ deep with occasional patches 
of white clay and occasional to frequent gravel inclusions. F.241 probably dates to the 14th century. 
The form and function of the feature are difficult to establish, however, as it is only partially within the 
area of excavation. It contained Ely ware plus residual Thetford-type ware. It cuts F.284 and is overlain 
by F.283; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/6.  
 

Pit F.242, cut [2209], fills [2214] and [2215] 

Pit F.242 is irregular in form and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2209] measures 
1.05m+ by 0.60m+ in extent and 0.31m+ deep with gently to moderately sloping sides (which undercut 
on the northeast side) and a rounded concave base. The basal fill, [2215], comprises a banded deposit 
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of dark brownish grey sandy silt 0.31m+ deep with distinct lenses of weathered light brown sub-soil. It 
is overlain by upper fill [2214], which consists of a pale greyish green sandy silt deposit measuring 
0.31m+ deep. F.242 represents a small pit that was initially left open to silt up naturally via the erosion 
of the sub-soil layer through which it was cut; a dump of cess material and domestic refuse was then 
introduced to seal the feature. The pit dates to the Roman period and contained Roman pottery. It cut 
F.258 and F.259 and is overlain by F.286; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/2. 
 

Pit F.243, cut [2217], fill [2216] 

Pit F.243 appears to be sub-circular or sub-rectangular in form, though it is only partially present 
within the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2217] measures 0.98m+ by 0.20m+ in extent and 0.28m+ deep 
with vertical sides and a relatively flat base. The single fill, [2216], comprises a friable mid brown silt 
deposit 0.28m+ deep with occasional to frequent ‘off-white’ clay mottles. F.243 represents a pit of 
probable 13th century date; the fill sequence suggests that it was deliberately backfilled with a uniform 
dump of material, although there is no evidence that it was utilised as a receptacle for domestic refuse. 
It contained Brown Coarseware, Thetford-type and St Neots-type wares. It cuts F.244 and is overlain 
by F.285; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/4. 
 

Pit F.244, cut [2223], fills [2218], [2219] and [2220] 

Pit F.244 is sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1. Cut [2223] measures 0.58m+ by 0.58m+ in extent and 0.45m deep with steeply sloping 
sides and a relatively flat base. The basal fill, [2220], comprises a mid to dark brown clayey silt deposit 
0.15m deep; it is overlain by [2219], a mottled pale brown silt deposit 0.05m deep. The upper fill, 
[2218], consists of a mid brown silt deposit 0.28m deep with frequent small stone and gravel 
inclusions. F.244 represents a pit of 12th century or earlier date; the fill sequence suggests a series of 
three consecutive dumps of similar material, although there is only limited evidence that it was utilised 
as a receptacle for domestic refuse. It contained St Neots-type ware, plus residual Roman pottery. A 
Niedermendig Műlstein lava quern fragment was also recovered. It cuts F.246 and is cut by F.243; it 
has been assigned to Phase SA1/4. 
 

Posthole F.245, cut [2222], fill [2221] 

Posthole F.245 appears to be circular in form, though it is only partially present within the limits of 
Soakaway 1. Cut [2222] measures 0.40m+ by 0.10m+ in extent and 0.39m+ deep with moderately to 
steeply sloping sides and a rounded concave base. The single fill, [2221], comprises a dark brown silt 
deposit 0.39m deep that became sandier with depth. F.245 represents a posthole of probable 12th/13th 
century date, although it cannot be more closely dated as it contained no datable material. It cuts F.252, 
F.254 and F.286 and is overlain by F.285; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/4. 
 

Pit F.246, cut [2226], fills [2224] = [2225], [2228] and [2229] 

Pit F.246 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 
1. Cut [2226] measures 1.42m+ by 0.52m+ in extent and 0.54m+ deep with sides steeply sloping to 
near vertical sides; the base was not visible within the area of excavation. The basal fill, [2229], 
consists of a mid to pale brown fibrous decayed organic deposit 0.05m deep that appears to have been 
introduced in a single event from the northwest edge of the pit. It is overlain by [2228], a dark brown 
clayey silt deposit 0.14m deep with occasional to frequent charcoal inclusions. Above this the upper 
fill, [2224] = [2225], consists of a mid to dark brown sandy silt deposit 0.40m deep. F.246 represents a 
pit of 12th century or earlier date; although it appears to have been reused for the opportunistic disposal 
of cess-rich material, its original function remains unclear (it may perhaps have comprised a gravel 
extraction pit, although the majority of this material already appears to have been quarried away by the 
close of the 12th century). It contained Thetford-type and St Neots-type wares, plus residual Roman 
material; a single sherd of Grimston ware almost certainly represents intrusive material. It cuts F.250 
and is cut by F.244 and F.248; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/4. 
 

Pit F.247, cut [2232], fill [2230] and [2231] 

Pit F.247 is sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1. Cut [2232] measures 1.00m+ by 0.64m+ in extent and 0.26m deep with irregularly 
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stepped sides and a relatively flat base. The basal fill, [2231], comprises a dark brownish black fibrous 
decayed organic deposit 0.07m deep. It is overlain by [2230], a mid brown sandy clayey silt deposit 
0.19m deep that contained significant quantities of domestic waste material including pottery, shell and 
animal bone. F.247 represents a pit of 12th century or earlier date; although it appears to have been 
reused for the opportunistic disposal of cess-rich and later refuse-rich material, its original function 
remains unclear (it may perhaps have comprised a gravel extraction pit, although the majority of this 
material already appears to have been quarried away by the close of the 12th century). It contained 
Thetford-type and St Neots-type wares, plus residual Roman material. It cuts F.250 and is overlain by 
F.285; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/4. 
 

Pit F.248, cut [2243], fills [2233], [2234], [2235], [2236], [2237], [2238], [2239], [2240], [2241] and 
[2242] 

Pit F.248 is oval in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2243] measures 
1.35m+ by 0.73m+ in extent and 0.92m+ deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides and a 
relatively flat base. The basal fill, [2242], consists of dark grey silty sand deposit 0.20m deep. It is 
overlain by [2241], a mid reddish brown fibrous decayed organic deposit 0.04m deep with a significant 
organic component. Above this lies [2240], a mid grey silty sand deposit 0.30m deep with frequent 
charcoal and moderate oyster shell inclusions. Three further bands of cess rich material were then 
inserted, each succeeded by a separate capping deposit. Dumps [2239], [2237] and [2235] are 
composed of soft pale brown fibrous decayed organic material, which are 0.04m, 0.05m and 0.16m 
deep respectively; capping deposits [2238], [2236] and [2234] are composed of mid grey silty sand 
material, which are 0.14m, 0.12m and 0.06m deep respectively. Finally, upper fill [2233] consisted of a 
firm mid brownish grey silty sand deposit 0.41m deep. F.248 represents a large pit of probable 13th 
century date; although its original function remains unclear, it appears to have been reused for the 
opportunistic disposal of at least four dumps of cess-rich, and later refuse-rich, material. It contained 
Ely ware and Grey Coarseware, plus residual Stamford ware and Thetford-type and St Neots-type 
wares as well as Roman material. It cuts F.246 and F.249 and is overlain by F.285; it has been assigned 
to Phase SA1/4. 
 

Pit F.249, cut [2247], fills [2244], [2245] and [2246] 

Pit F.249 is sub-oval in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2247] measures 
0.78m+ by 0.30m+ in extent and 0.86m+ deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides; the base was 
not visible within the area of excavation. The basal fill, [2246], consists of a dark grey sandy clay silt 
deposit 0.22m deep. Above this lies [2245], a pale yellowish brown silty sand deposit 0.50m deep with 
frequent gravel inclusions and occasional grey silt mottles. It is overlain in turn by upper fill [2244], a 
mid brownish grey clayey sand deposit 0.45m deep. F.249 represents a pit of 12th century or earlier 
date, which contained a combination of deliberately dumped material and slumped or redeposited sub-
soil. It contained Thetford-type and St Neots-type wares, plus residual Roman material. It cuts F.252, 
F.254 and F.286 and is cut by F.248; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/4. 
 

Pit F.250, cut [2249], fill [2248] 

Pit F.250 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 
1. Cut [2249] measures 1.24m+ by 1.02m+ in extent and 0.53m deep with moderately to steeply 
sloping sides and a rounded concave base. The single fill, [2248], comprises a mid brownish grey 
sandy silt deposit 0.53m deep with occasional to frequent gravel inclusions. F.250 represents a pit of 
probable 10th/11th century date (based upon the nature of the pottery recovered); it appears to have been 
deliberately backfilled with a single dump of introduced material. Its original function remains unclear, 
however, as the presence of numerous preceding features precludes the possibility of gravel extraction. 
It contained Thetford-type and St Neots-type wares, plus residual Roman material. It cuts F.251 and is 
cut by F.246 and F.247; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/4. 
 

Pit F.251, cut [2260], fills [2250], [2251], [2252], [2253], [2254], [2255], [2256] and [2259] 

Pit F.251 is sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1. Cut [2260] measures 1.75m by 1.65m+ in extent and 1.00m+ deep with steeply sloping 
sides and a relatively flat base exhibiting a shallow depression towards the north edge. The basal fill, 
[2259], comprises a dark brown silty clay deposit 0.08m deep with occasional to frequent charcoal 
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inclusions and a significant organic component. This material appears to have been introduced from the 
southern edge of the feature; contemporary with it, a second deposit ([2254]) also appears to have been 
introduced from the south-western edge of the pit. This consisted of a firm pale brownish grey silty 
clay deposit 0.10m deep. Above these deposits lies [2253], a banded deposit of mid to pale brown 
fibrous decayed organic material 0.14m deep. This was in turn overlain by [2256], a dark brown sandy 
clay silt deposit 0.20m deep that lay beneath [2255], a mid to pale brown sandy clay silt deposit  0.21m 
deep with frequent small grit and gravel inclusions. Above this lies [2252], a, mid to dark greyish 
brown clayey sandy silt deposit 0.29m deep with occasional to frequent small grit and gravel inclusions 
that lay beneath [2251], a soft dark greyish black sandy silt deposit 0.08m deep with very frequent 
charcoal inclusions. Finally, the sequence was capped by [2250], a mid to dark greyish brown clayey 
sandy silt deposit 0.51m deep with occasional to frequent small grit and gravel inclusions. F.251 
represents a large pit of probable 10th/11th century date (based upon the nature of the pottery 
recovered); it may originally have comprised a gravel quarry-type feature, although it was clearly later 
reused for the opportunistic disposal of cess-rich and refuse-rich material. The pit contained Thetford-
type and St Neots-type wares, plus residual Roman material. A near complete cast copper alloy ‘T’ 
shaped combined pin and bar from a small buckle was also recovered, along with a possible iron 
fishhook and a square sectioned iron nail. F.251 cuts F.252, F.254 and F.286 and is cut by F.250; it has 
been assigned to Phase SA1/4. 
 

Pit F.252, cut [2263], fills [2261] and [2262] 

Pit F.252 is of uncertain form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. 
Cut [2263] measures 1.3m+ by 0.86m+ in extent and 0.89m deep with steeply sloping sides and a 
slightly rounded concave base. The basal fill, [2262], comprises a pale yellowish brown silty sand 
deposit 0.03m deep with frequent gravel inclusions; it is concentrated towards the northwest side of the 
feature. Above this lies [2261], a firm mid brownish grey clayey sand deposit 0.83m deep with frequent 
mottles of yellow sand and occasional gravel inclusions. F.252 belongs to a series of features – 
including F.253, F.354 and F.255 – which represent a Late Saxon or early Saxo-Norman horizon that 
appears to predate the resumption of domestic occupation at the site. It is most probably late 9th or early 
10th century in date, although residual Roman material was recovered. Due to significant truncated by 
later features the form and function of F.252 remains unknown. It cuts F.255 and is cut by F.251; it has 
been assigned to Phase SA1/3. 
 

Pit F.253, cut [2265], fills [2257] and [2258] 

Pit F.253 is of uncertain form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. 
Cut [2265] measures 0.81m+ by 0.38m+ in extent and 0.42m+ deep with moderate to steeply sloping 
sides (where seen to survive on the northwest edge) and a rounded concave base. Lower fill [2258] 
consists of a dark brown silty clay deposit 0.10m deep with occasional to frequent charcoal inclusions. 
Above this lies [2257], a mid to dark greyish brown clayey silt deposit 0.32m+ deep with occasional to 
frequent grit and gravel inclusions. F.253 belongs to a series of features – including F.252, F.354 and 
F.255 – which represent a Late Saxon or early Saxo-Norman horizon that appears to predate the 
resumption of domestic occupation at the site. It is most probably late 9th or early 10th century in date, 
although no datable material was recovered. The fill sequence suggests that the pit was left open and 
allowed to naturally silt up naturally. It cuts F.261 and is cut by F.254; it has been assigned to Phase 
SA1/3. 
 

Pit F.254, cut [2268], fills [2266] and [2267] 

Pit F.254 is sub-circular in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1. Cut [2268] measures 0.83m+ by 0.37m+ in extent and 0.53m+ deep with steeply sloping 
to near vertical sides and a rounded concave base. The basal fill, [2267], consists of a mid brown sandy 
clayey silt deposit 0.25m deep with occasional to frequent gravel inclusions. Above this lies [2266], a 
mid to dark greyish brown ‘humic’ clayey silt deposit 0.36m+ deep. F.254 belongs to a series of 
features – including F.252, F.353 and F.255 – which represent a Late Saxon or early Saxo-Norman 
horizon that appears to predate the resumption of domestic occupation at the site. It is most probably 
late 9th or early 10th century in date, and contained a single sherd of early Thetford-type ware.  The pit 
appears to have been initially left open to silt up naturally. Later, however, sporadic dumps of material 
were introduced and the upper fill is suggestive of the formation of an early garden soil at this point. It 
cuts F.253 and is cut by F.251; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/3. 
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Ditch F.255, cut [2271], fills [2269] and [2270] 

Ditch F.255 is linear in form and orientated northeast to southwest, though it is heavily truncated and 
extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2271] measures 1.64m+ by 0.60m+ in extent and 
0.84m+ deep with steeply sloping sides and a sharply ‘V’ shaped base. Basal fill [2270] comprises a 
mid brownish orange silty sand deposit 0.26m deep with very frequent gravel inclusions. It is overlain 
by [2269], a mid greyish brown sandy silt deposit 0.58m+ deep with less frequent gravel inclusions. 
F.255 represents the earliest in a long history of boundary features cut on a northeast to southwest 
alignment at the northwest extent of the area of excavation. It would appear the ditch had been left 
open to silt up naturally with only occasional dumping of material within the upper fill. Later pits 
heavily truncate the feature, but if it originally cut the Roman layer F.286 it may be expected to have 
measured well over 1.00m deep on its creation. The ditch contained abraded Roman pottery, but is 
most probably 10th century in date. It cut F.260 and F.261 and is cut by F.252 and F.254; it has been 
assigned to Phase SA1/3. 
 

Pit F.256, cut [2273], fill [2272] 

Pit F.256 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated; it is located in Soakaway 1. Cut [2273] 
measures 0.94m+ by0.88m+ in extent and 0.59m+ deep with moderately to steeply sloping sides and a 
partially concave base. The single fill, [2272], is a 0.59m+ deep deposit of mid to pale orange brown 
silt sand and gravels with occasional lenses of silt towards the base. F.256 is a pit of Roman date, 
possibly a quarry pit left open and allowed to silt up naturally. It is markedly similar to adjacent pit 
F.257 also seen to truncate the subsoil. It contained Roman pottery. It cuts F.259 and is overlain by 
F.286; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/2. 
 

Pit F.257, cut [2275], fill [2274] 

Pit F.257 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 
1. Cut [2275] measures 0.50m+ by 0.41m+ in extent and 0.41m+ deep with moderately to steeply 
sloping sides and a relatively flat base. The single fill, [2274], comprises a mid to pale orange brown 
silt sand deposit 0.41m+ deep with frequent gravels and occasional lenses of silt towards the base. 
F.256 is a pit of Roman date, possibly a quarry pit left open and allowed to silt up naturally. It is 
markedly similar to adjacent pit F.256 also seen to truncate the subsoil. However it failed to produce 
any pottery. It cuts F.258 and is overlain by F.286; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/2. 
 

Pit F.258, cut [2277], fill [2276] 

Pit F.258 is sub-circular or sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the 
limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2277] measures 0.92m+ by 0.23m+ in extent and 0.28m+ deep with 
moderately to steeply sloping sides and a partially concave base. The single fill, [2276], is a deposit of 
mid to pale reddish orange brown silt sand deposit 0.28m+ deep with frequent gravel inclusions. F.256 
is a pit of Roman date, possibly a quarry pit left open and allowed to silt up naturally with material 
derived from the sub-soil and natural gravels through which it is cut. It is markedly similar to adjacent 
pit F.259 also seen to cut the subsoil. It failed to produce any pottery. It cuts F.287 and is cut by F.242 
and F.257; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/2. 
 

Pit F.259, cut [2279], fill [2278] 

Pit F.259 is sub-oval in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 
1. Cut [2279] measures 0.92m+ by 0.80m+ in extent and 0.37m+ deep with moderately to steeply 
sloping sides and a slightly rounded concave base. The single fill, [2278], comprises a mid to pale 
reddish orange/brown silty sand deposit 0.37m+ deep with very frequent gravel inclusions. F.259 is a 
pit of Roman date, probably a quarry pit left open and allowed to silt up naturally with material derived 
from the sub-soil and natural gravels through which it is cut. It is markedly similar to adjacent pit 
F.258 also seen to cut the subsoil. It failed to produce any pottery. It cuts F.287 and is cut by F.242 and 
F.256; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/2. 
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Pit F.260, cut [2281], fill [2280] 

Pit F.260 is sub-circular or sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the 
limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2281] is 0.59m+ by 0.21m+ in extent and 0.25m+ deep with moderately 
steeply sloping sides and a slightly rounded concave base. The fill [2280] is a 0.25m+ deep deposit of 
mid to pale orange brown silt sand with very frequent gravel inclusions. F.260 is a pit of Roman date, 
probably a quarry pit left open and allowed to silt up naturally with material derived from the natural 
gravels through which it is cut. The pit failed to produce any pottery. It is cut by F.255; it has been 
assigned to Phase SA1/2. 
 

Pit F.261, cut [2283], fill [2282] 

Pit F.261 is irregular in form as it is very heavily truncated; it is located in Soakaway 1. Cut [2283] is 
0.77m+ by 0.52m+ in extent and 0.53m+ deep however no sides survive; the base is slightly rounded 
and concave. The fill [2282] is a 0.53m+ deep deposit of mid to pale reddish orange brown silt sand 
with very frequent gravel inclusions. F.260 is a pit of Roman date, probably a quarry pit left open and 
allowed to silt up naturally with material derived from the natural gravels through which it is cut. The 
pit failed to produce any pottery. It is cut by F.253 and F.255; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/2. 
 

Foundation Pad F.262, cut [2037], pad [2036] 

Foundation pad F.262 is linear in form and aligned northwest to southeast, though it is partially 
truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Construction cut [2037] measures 0.91m by 
0.31m in extent and 0.60m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides and a relatively flat base. 
Within the cut was built a foundation [2036] constructed from a single coarse of frogged yellow bricks, 
220mm by 105mm by 70mm, laid as a row of eight headers abutted by three further headers set into a 
rough pale grey concrete with frequent gravel inclusions. The concrete bedding had been poured 
directly into the construction cut and measured 0.53m deep. F.262 represents a probable 20th century 
foundation or footing seen as a later addition abutting wall [2021]. Its exact purpose is unclear and in 
pottery was recovered. It cuts F.263 and F.264 and is cut by F.205 and F.209; it has been assigned to 
Phase SA1/15. 
 

Bedding Layer F.263, [2034] = [2035] 

Bedding layer F.263 is of uncertain form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1; it survives in two patches, one to the northwest ([2035]) and one to the southeast ([2034]) 
of wall F.264 that bisected it. These layers measure 2.00m+ by 0.67m+ and 2.00m+ and 1.78m+ in 
extent respectively and vary in depth from 0.25m to 0.37m+. Both are composed of mixed orange 
sandy gravels with occasional mottled patches of mid brown clay and distinct lenses of brown and 
cream clays up to 60mm thick. F.263 represents a free draining bedding layer laid down as part of the 
formation of the garden and change in use of the area in the 19th century. The deposit cannot be closely 
dated as it was devoid of pottery. It overlies F.266 and is cut by F.208 and F.262; it has been assigned 
to Phase SA1/14. 
 

Wall Rebuild F.264, cut [2123], wall [2021], fill [2122] 

Wall re-build F.264 is linear in form and aligned northeast to southwest, though is partially truncated 
and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2123] measures 2.00m+ by 0.42m in extent and 
0.22m+ deep with a vertical northwest side, which was partially under-cut in places, a near vertical 
southeast side and a flat base. Within the cut [2021] was a constructed using yellow brick, 230mm by 
110mm by 60mm, lay in a rough English bond and were set within a pale sandy lime mortar. It 
measured 2.00m+ by 0.22m in extent and survived to a height of 0.54m+, representing five extant 
courses. The cut was backfilled with [2022] a mid grey brown clay silt 0.22m+ deep. F.264 represents 
a possible later division of space within an external garden area. It utilises a heavily truncated earlier 
wall as a foundation and is itself heavily truncated by later activity. Further work carried out as a 
watching brief phase trace its overall dimensions and it was seen run up to the schoolhouse to the 
southwest. The fill of the construction appears to have derived from the layer though which it was cut. 
The alignment of the wall mirrors earlier divisions at this location possibly dating back to the Late 
Saxon period. The date of the construction of this phase of re-build is unknown , although it is most 
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probably late 18th or early 19th century in origin. It cuts F.265 and is cut by F.262; it has been assigned 
to Phase SA1/14. 
 

Wall F.265, cut [2117] = [2121], wall [2024] 

Wall F.265 is linear in form and aligned northeast to southwest, though it extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1. Cut [2117] = [2121] measures 2.00m+ by 0.60m in extent and 0.36m+ deep with vertical 
sides and a relatively flat base. Wall [2024] was built tight to the cut and was constructed from rough, 
whole and broken, unfrogged, hand-made red brick, 220mm by 110mm by 60mm, laid in a random 
‘best-fit’ bond and set within a very hard light grey lime mortar. The wall measured 2.00m+ by 0.46m 
wide and 0.36m deep, representing three extant courses. Several of the bricks appeared to be heat 
affected indicating re-use, possibly originally from the oven structure F.206 that the wall truncates. 
F.265 represents a probable boundary wall, later re-used as a footing, which seems to mark the change 
in the use of space on either side of the divide. The date of the construction of this wall is somewhat 
unclear, although it is likely to be 18th century in origin. It cuts F.266 and is cut by F.264; it has been 
assigned to Phase SA1/14. 
 

Garden Soil F.266, [2038] = [2039] 

Garden soil F.266 is of uncertain form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1; it survives in two patches, one to the northwest ([2039]) and one to the southeast ([2038]) 
of wall F.264 that bisected it. The former measures 2.00m+ by 1.29m+ and 0.37m deep, whilst the 
latter measures 2.45m+ and 2.00m+ in extent and 0.41m+ deep. Both layers are composed of an 
identical poorly sorted mid greyish brown silty clay deposit with occasional gravel, brick and tile 
fragment inclusions. F.266 represents the change in use of the area from that occupied by building to 
use of the area as a garden. It is difficult to establish whether both wall F.265 and rebuild F.264 were 
cut through this layer or whether the layer formed after the demolition of wall F.265 originally existing 
as a single layer before being truncated by the later insertion of F.264. The date for the formation is 
also unclear, although it is most probably 18th century in origin. The deposit cannot be closely dated as 
it was devoid of pottery. It overlies F.206, F.210, F.267 and F.268 and is cut by F.263 and F.265; it 
has been assigned to Phase SA1/14. 
 
Layer F.267, [2025] 

Layer F.267 is irregular in form and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. [2025] comprises a 
discrete spread of material that is located within a building that is demarcated by clunch wall F.272; it 
measures 2.00m+ by 0.38m+ in extent and 0.10m thick. It is composed of a banded deposit of pale to 
mid grey clayey silt with occasional to frequent thin black ash lenses and significant quantities of slag 
and metal working debris. F.267 represents the infilling and levelling of an internal space within the 
building that has been defined as Workshop 2; it is probably 16th century in date, and is associated with 
small-scale industrial activity. It contained Glazed Red Earthenware and residual Grey Coarseware. A 
number of iron artefacts were also recovered, including: a complete axe head; a disc (possibly a 
hammered ingot?); a probable strap hinge (consisting of 2=1 pieces), which comprises a long strap with 
numerous rivets and traces of mineralised wood that terminates in a 90˚ hinge; and a bi-lobed buckle 
(consisting of 3=1 pieces, minus the pin). F.267 overlies F.269 and is overlain by F.266; it has been 
assigned to Phase SA1/13. 
 

Layer F.268, [2126] 

Layer F.268 is rectilinear in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. [2126] measures 
2.00m+ by 0.46m in extent and 0.12m thick; it is composed of relatively homogenous deposit of dark 
grey sand silt with very few inclusions. F.268 may represent a path or access way located along the 
side of a building demarcated by clunch wall F.272. However, the layer is also similar to F.270 on the 
southeast of wall F.265 and may have in fact been truncated by the insertion of wall [2024]. The layer 
probably dates to within the 16th century and is likely to be contemporary with layer F.270. The context 
failed to produce any pottery. It overlies F.272 and is overlain by F.266; it has been assigned to Phase 
SA1/13. 
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Layer F.269, [2050] 

Layer F.269 is rectilinear in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. [2050] 
comprises an internal floor surface that is located within a building that is demarcated by clunch wall 
F.272; it measures 2.00m+ by 0.38m+ in extent and 0.04m thick. It is composed of a mid to light grey 
slightly silty clay deposit with occasional to frequent charcoal inclusions. F.269 represents an internal 
clay floor of a building. It abuts wall F.272 but was introduced at a later date after the removal of 
internal wall division [2068] by pit F.213. It most probably dates to the 16th century and contained 
Glazed Red Earthenware. It overlies F.213 and is overlain by F.267; it has been assigned to Phase 
SA1/12. 
 

Layer F.270, [2043]  

Layer F.270 is of unknown form as it is only partially present within the limits of Soakaway 1. [2043] 
measures 2.36m+ by 2.00m+ in extent and 0.08m thick; it consists of a poorly sorted mottled dark grey 
sandy silt deposit that contains occasional inclusions of fragmentary brick, tile and mortar along with 
both domestic and semi-industrial waste material. F.270 represents a spread of heavily trampled waste 
material laid down in an external area so as to form a temporary surface; it is probably contemporary 
with (and was possibly associated to) the adjacent Workshop 2. The layer dates to the 16th century and 
contained Babylon ware, Tin Glazed Earthenware and Red and Grey Coarsewares, plus and residual 
Buff Coarseware, Brill ware and St Neots-type ware. A probable Roman copper alloy radiate, dating to 
the 3rd century AD, was also recovered from this material. It overlies F.211, F.212, F.214, F.215, 
F.216, F.217, F.218, F.219 and F.228 and is cut by F.207 and F.210; it has been assigned to Phase 
SA1/13. 
 

Layers F.271, [2053] and [2054] 

Layers F.271 are irregular in form and extend beyond the limits of Soakaway 1; they are situated 
within a building that is demarcated by clunch wall F.272. Lower deposit [2054] consists of a firm mid 
to dark brownish grey clay deposit 0.10m thick with occasional ‘off-white’ mottles; it measures 
0.84m+ by 0.24m+ in extent. Upper deposit [2053] consists of a pale brownish orange ‘gritty’ silt 
deposit 0.10m deep with frequent grit and small gravel inclusions; it measures 1.32m+ by 0.32m+ in 
extent. F.271 represents levelling and make-up deposits introduced inside a building demarcated by 
clunch wall F.272. It is possible that the lower of the two deposits represents the original floor of the 
building abutting an internal wall division, however it equally could have been introduced at the same 
time as the upper make-up deposit and simply be variation the make-up material used. Interpretation is 
made difficult due to the limited amount of the context present within the limits of excavation. The 
layers are 16th century in date and contained Red and Grey Coarsewares, plus residual Essex Redware. 
It overlies F.272 and is cut by F.213; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/12. 
 

Walls F.272, cut [2077], walls [2067] and [2068], layer [2103] 

Wall F.272 is linear in form and aligned northeast to southwest, though it extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1. Construction cut [2077] measures 2.00m+ by 0.44m in extent and 0.26m deep with 
stepped sides and a relatively flat base. Within the northern extent of the cut, foundation/levelling layer 
[2103] was introduced; this consisted of a firm off-white clay deposit measuring 0.46m by 0.28m in 
extent and 0.20m thick. The deposit filled a gap within underlying wall F.275, and may have 
represented an entrance or doorway. Although no stratigraphic relationship survived, it would appear 
that this was done prior to the construction of internal wall division [2068] (which is most probably 
contemporary with the main clunch wall [2067]). [2068] consists of a ‘pad’ of firmly compacted ‘off-
white’ clay containing mottled patches of mid to dark brown silt clay throughout; it has frequent yellow 
tile fragments set on-edge within the clay, and measures 0.46m+ by 0.36m+ in extent and 0.14m deep. 
It is aligned northwest to southeast and abuts [2067], to which it is notably near identical in form and 
materials, at an angle of 90°. The latter is composed an equally firm ‘off-white’ clay with mottled 
patches of mid to dark brown silt clay and angular clunch block and smaller clunch fragment 
inclusions. The wall is aligned northeast to southwest and its internal face is lined with yellow and red 
on-edge tiles; it measures 2.00m+ by 0.40m in extent and 0.30m deep. F.272 represents a phase of 
remodelling and rebuilding within Workshop 2. This appears to have been undertaken at some time 
during the 16th century, and to have partially truncated preceding wall F.275 as well as removing the 
original floor surfaces. Unfortunately, close dating of the sequence is made difficult due to the scarcity 
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of datable material; only a single sherd of Red Coarseware was recovered. F.272 cuts F.273 and F.274 
and is overlain by layer F.271; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/12. 
 

Pathway F.273, [2069] 

Layer F.273 is rectilinear in form and aligned northeast to southwest, though it is heavily truncated and 
extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. It measures 2.00m+ by 0.88m+ in extent and 0.11m thick 
and is composed of a mid brown sand clay deposit with occasional small gravel inclusions. F.273 
represents a pathway located to one side of Workshop 2. It is most probably 16th century in date, and is 
likely to have been associated with the second phase of this structure. It overlies F.225 and F.226 and 
is cut by F.272; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/11. 
 

Levelling/Make-up layers F.274, [2070], [2078] and [2118] 

Layers F.274 are of unknown form as they extend beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. They measure 
between 1.80m to 2.00m+ by 0.19m to 0.24m+ in extent and have a total thickness of 0.59m. The 
lowest layer, [2118], comprises a mid to dark brown clayey silt deposit 0.14m deep with occasional to 
frequent shell and charcoal fragment inclusions. Above this lies [2078], a band of bright orange gravels 
0.10m deep. Upper layer [2118] comprises a mid to dark brownish orange silty sand deposit 0.35m+ 
thick with frequent small gravel inclusions. F.274 represents three differentially derived make-up and 
foundation layers that relate to the initial phase of the building associated with wall F.275 (Workshop 
2). The layers probably date to the 16th century in date and contained Glazed Red Earthenware, Broad 
Street Fineware, Langewehre Stoneware and Red and Grey Coarsewares, plus residual Ely ware. A 
complete or near complete small iron hoe/rake (consisting of 3=1 pieces) was also recovered; this may 
have been utilised in the course of metalworking activity. Layers F.274 overlie F.275 and are cut by 
F.272; they have been assigned to Phase SA1/11. 
 

Walls F.275, cut [2119], walls [2105] and [2115], fill [2104] 

Walls F.275 are rectilinear in form and aligned northeast to southwest, though they are partially 
truncated and extend beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. Cut [2119] measures 2.00m+ by 1.40m+ in 
extent and 0.40m deep with near vertical sides and a partially concave base. The initial construction 
within the cut was wall footing [2115]. It measured 2.12m+ by 0.38m wide and 0.24m deep and was 
comprised of a single course of large limestone stone blocks, 340mm by 230mm by 240mm, set within 
a hard dark yellow lime mortar with a second course of clunch blocks, 130mm by 90mm by 80mm. 
The construction incorporated some smaller limestone blocks, 60mm by 50mm by 50mm, arranged in a 
‘best-fit’ manner. Overlying this foundation and probably part of the same building event was [2105] a 
wall measuring 1.60m+ by 0.28m wide and 0.15m deep and running on top of the limestone footing. It 
was constructed from smaller good quality clunch blocks, 120mm by 110mm by 100mm, randomly 
coursed and set within a pale brownish pink mortar including flat laid whole and broken tiles. Fill 
[2104] was introduced into the cut on the southwest side of the wall, measured 2.00m+ by 0.70m in 
extent and 0.40m deep and was composed of a relatively well sorted mid brown silt with occasional 
stone and gravel inclusions. F.275 represents the earliest in a succession of phases of building 
construction and modification on this plot. The building is cut-in, truncating layers and an earlier 
boundary ditch. The construction of the wall utilises varying materials however it would appear to 
represent a single construction event and difference in the type of mortar used can be explained as 
variation in the mix from one day to another or a difference in the material chosen for construction of 
below ground footings and upstanding walls. This initial phase of building probably dates to the 16th 
century. It contained Broad Street Fineware, Glazed Red Earthenware, Red and Grey Coarsewares, 
Sgraffito, Essex Red ware, Siegberg stoneware and residual Ely, Grimston, Lyveden and St Neots 
ware. It cuts F.230 and F.276 and is overlain byF.274 and cut by F.225 and F.226; it has been assigned 
to Phase SA1/11. 
 

Layer F.276, [2108] 

Layer F.276 is irregular in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1. [2108] measures 3.12m+ by 2.00m+ in extent and 0.40m thick; it is composed of a mid 
greenish grey/brown sandy clay with occasional poorly sorted gravel and charcoal inclusions. F.276 
represents a spread of up-cast material derived from the digging of pits in the vicinity. This disturbed 
older residual material, which appears to have been incorporated with domestic refuse. The poor 
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sorting of the deposit indicates this was not a worked over garden soil deposit. The layer may have 
respected some earlier boundary such as F.230, although any relationship would have been removed 
through truncation by the construction of later buildings. The layer probably dates to the 16th century; it 
contained Broad Street Fineware, Raeren stoneware and Grey Coarseware, plus residual Essex Red 
ware, Ely ware, Scarborough ware and Lyveden ware. One half of a cast copper alloy buckle of bi-
lobed design, with an apparently moulded edge on the inner face, was also recovered. It overlies F.277 
and is cut by F.223, F.224 and F.275; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/10. 
 

Layer F.277, [2116] 

Layer F.277 is irregular in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1; it measures 3.10m+ by 2.00m+ in extent and 0.34m deep. [2116] is composed of a 
relatively homogenous mid grey silty clay deposit with occasional gravel, charcoal and shell fragments 
inclusions. F.277 represents a spread of up-cast material derived from the digging of pits in the 
vicinity. This disturbed older residual material, which appears to have been incorporated with domestic 
refuse. The poor sorting of the deposit indicates this was not a worked over garden soil deposit. The 
deposit is similar to F.278 and may represent the same deposit either side of boundary ditch F.230. The 
layer probably dates to the 15th century and contained Glazed Red Earthenware, Essex Red ware, Ely 
ware and Buff, Grey and Pink Coarsewares, plus residual Developed Stamford ware, Lyveden ware, St 
Neots-type ware and Roman material. An illegible copper alloy coin or jetton was also recovered from 
this feature, along with a small socketed iron tool fragment. It overlies F.231, F.232, F.233 and F.234 
and is overlain by F.276 and cut by F.230; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/9. 
 

Layer F.278, [2141] 

Layer F.278 is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. 
It covers an area 2.00m+ by 0.70m+ in extent and measures 0.21m thick. [2141] is composed of a 
relatively homogenous mid greyish brown silty clay deposit with occasional gravel, charcoal and shell 
fragment inclusions. F.278 represents a spread of up-cast material derived from the digging of pits in 
the vicinity. This disturbed older residual material, which appears to have been incorporated with 
domestic refuse. The poor sorting of the deposit indicates this was not a worked over garden soil 
deposit. The deposit is similar to F.277 and may represent the same deposit either side of boundary 
ditch F.230. The layer probably dates to the 15th century and contained Essex Red and Grey wares, 
Grey Coarseware and Ely ware, plus residual Grimston, St Neots-type ware and Roman material. A 
curvilinear iron plate fragment was also recovered. It overlies F.235 and is cut by F.230; it has been 
assigned to Phase SA1/9. 
 

Layers F.279, [2151], [2152] and [2155] 

Layers F.279 are irregular in form as they are partially truncated and extend beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1. The lowest layer, [2155], measures 1.28m+ by 1.14m+ in extent and 0.10m thick and is 
composed of a firm mid grey silty clay deposit with mottled patches of darker grey silt throughout. 
Overlying this are layers [2151] and [2152], which measure 0.56m+ by 0.48m and 0.66m+ by 0.22m+ 
in extent respectively; these probably represent a single deposit that was later truncated by F.232. They 
are composed of identical firm light grey clay deposits and range in depth from 0.05m to 0.06m. F.279 
represents a remnant surface with initial make-up or levelling layer possibly consolidating underlying 
features. The surface exhibited signs of being heat-affected at its northern extent, as evidenced by an 
area of more friable pink clay, although the nature of the activity that caused this transformation is 
unknown. The layer dates to the 15th century and contained Red, Grey and Pink Coarsewares and Ely 
ware, plus residual Lyveden ware and Roman material. A small barrel padlock, which is sub-square in 
section with a small triangular projection on one side, was also recovered. It overlies F.280 and is cut 
by F.231 and F.232; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/8. 
 

Layer F.280, [2156] 

Layer F.280 is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. 
[2156] consists of a firm dark brownish grey sandy clay deposit 0.16m thick with occasional white clay 
mottles and charcoal, shell and gravel inclusions; it measures 3.12m+ by 1.84m+ in extent. F.280 
represents a mixed spread of trampled up-cast material and possible occasional dumps of domestic 
waste; it is 15th century in date and may represent an equivalent to contemporary deposit F.281 in the 
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immediately adjacent property. It contained Essex Red ware, Grimston ware, Ely ware and Brown and 
Grey Coarsewares, plus residual Lyveden and St Neots-type ware. It overlies F.236 and is overlain by 
F.279 and cut by F.233 and F.235; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/7. 
 

Layer F.281, [2175] 

Layer F.281 is irregular in form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 1. 
[2175] consists of a relatively firm mid brown clayey silt deposit0.30m+ deep with occasional gravel 
inclusions; it  measures 2.00m+ by 0.26m+ in extent. F.281 represents a trampled horizon of up-cast 
material accumulated to the northeast of a series of repeated boundary ditches; it is 15th century in date 
and may represent an equivalent to contemporary deposit F.280 in the immediately adjacent property. 
It contained Essex Red and Grey wares, Brown Coarseware, Ely ware and Grimston ware, plus residual 
Lyveden ware, Thetford-type and St Neots ware. It overlies F.239 and cuts F.235; it has been assigned 
to Phase SA1/7. 
 

Layer F.282, [2160] 

Layer F.282 is roughly sub-oval in form, though it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limit 
of Soakaway 1. [2160] consists of a mixed and mottled mid to dark brown clayey silt deposit 0.14m 
thick with occasional gravel inclusions; it measures 1.50m by 0.95m+ in extent. F.282 represents one 
of a series of dumps of material of 14th century date made within an external space at the back of 
properties running back from Bridge Street. It contained Ely ware, Essex Red ware and Red, Grey and 
Buff Coarsewares, plus residual Developed Stamford ware, Lyveden ware, Thetford-type and St 
Neots–type wares. It overlies F.238 and F.237 and is cut by F.236; it has been assigned to Phase 
SA1/7. 
 

Layers F.283, [2161] and [2171] 

Layers F.283 are irregular in form as they are partially truncated and extend beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1. [2161] consists of a friable mid brown sandy silt deposit 0.16m thick with frequent ‘off-
white’ mottled clay patches; it measures 1.20m+ by 1.16m+ in extent. [2171] consists of a mid greyish 
brown silty clay deposit 0.18m thick; it measures 1.78m+ by 0.94m+ in extent. Although no 
relationship was discernable between the two layers, they do appear to represent contemporary dumps 
of up-cast material and trample deposits. They are 14th century in date and contained Ely ware and 
Pink, Brown and Grey Coarsewares, plus residual Lyveden ware and Roman material. F.283 overlies 
F.284 and is cut by F.237; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/6. 
 

Garden Soil F.284, [2172], [2182], [2183] and [2184]  

Garden soil F.284 is of unknown form as it is partially truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 1 in all directions. The layer was excavated in four equal 0.10m thick spits, which comprised 
[2172], [2182], [2183] and [2184] respectively. The layer consisted of a mid to dark brown sandy silt 
deposit with occasional charcoal and well sorted gravel inclusions. It appeared to be relatively well 
worked as no evidence of surviving stratification was indicated by the date of the finds from each spit. 
Garden soil F.284 appears to have accumulated throughout the 12th to 14th centuries and contained Ely 
ware, Essex Red ware and Grey, Red and Brown Coarsewares, plus earlier Lyveden ware, Stamford 
ware, Thetford-type ware, St Neots-type ware and residual Roman material. A rectangular sectioned 
whetstone fragment was also recovered. It overlies F.285 and is cut by F.238, F.241 and F.283; it has 
been assigned to Phase SA1/5. 
 

Layer F.285, [2185]  

Layer F.285 is of unknown form as it extends beyond the limits of excavation in all directions. [2185] 
consists of a mid to dark grey sandy silt deposit 0.23m thick with relatively poorly sorted moderate to 
frequent inclusions of gravel; it measures 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent. F.285 represents a poorly 
developed garden soil or upcast deposit dating to the 12th or 13th century. It contained Thetford-type 
and St Neots-type wares, plus residual Roman material. It overlies F.243, F.245, F.247 and F.248 and 
is overlain by F.284; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/4. 
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Layer F.286, [2206] 

Layer F.286 is partially truncated and of unknown form as it continues beyond the limits of excavation. 
[2206] measures 1.50m+ by 1.50m+ in extent and between 0.04m and 0.1m thick. It consists of a mid 
to dark brown sand silt with occasional flint and gravel inclusions. F.286 represents a layer of up-cast 
material and possibly some incorporated domestic refuse of derived from Roman pit digging. Its 
disturbance may be related to the usage of the yard area for horticultural activities in both this and 
potentially also the succeeding period. It contained Roman pottery. It overlies F.242, F.256 and F.257 
and is cut by F.251; it has been assigned to Phase SA1/2. 
 

Subsoil F.287, [2207] 

Subsoil F.287 is of unknown form as it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 
1. [2207] consists of a pale brown sandy silt deposit 0.12m+ thick with occasional to frequent small 
gravel inclusions; it measures 1.03m+ by 0.60m+ in extent. F.287 represents the subsoil showing signs 
of possibly having been cultivated. This small remnant layer failed to produce any datable material but 
most probably accumulated from the prehistoric period onwards. It is cut by F.258 and F.259; it has 
been assigned to Phase SA1/1. 
 
 

Area 3: watching brief results 
Two areas of watching brief – comprising Areas V and VI – were undertaken in close 
proximity to Soakaway 1; the results of this work are detailed below. 
 

Area V 
 

The watching brief in Area V, which was undertaken between the 19th and 27th of 
March 2007, was specifically targeted in order to define the form and extent of 
Workshop 2. This work revealed that the building was multi-cellular in construction, 
consisting of a minimum of two (and probably at least three) separate rooms, and that 
it measured 4.7m wide by at least 9.1m long. Each of the walls was constructed in an 
identical fashion to that which had previously been encountered in Soakaway 1 
(including both a clunch-built and later clay-built phase) apart from the rearmost, 
located at the southwestern end of the structure, which – whilst still comprising a 
foundation for an overarching timber structure – was constructed in brick. This wall, 
[2137], consisted of largely reused handmade unfrogged red bricks (measuring 
150mm by 120mm by 50mm on average) and was somewhat irregularly aligned on a 
southeast to northwest orientation. It measured 0.3m wide (on average) by 0.29m+ 
deep and survived to a height of 8.79m OD (whilst the highest surviving portion of 
the structure was encountered at 8.91m OD). It is not entirely clear, however – due to 
the extent of later truncation –whether this wall represented an original feature of the 
building or instead formed part a separate episode of remodelling unassociated with 
the wider reconstruction phase identified in Soakaway 1.  
 
Beneath Workshop 2 the remains of a second, earlier building were encountered. 
Whilst oriented on a similar alignment to its successor, this latter structure was 
situated around 3.2m further to the northeast. However, quantities of slag and 
metalworking debris were recovered from the demolition horizon beneath which it as 
sealed ([2159]), along with fragments of 16th century pottery, indicating that it had 
directly preceded the construction of Workshop 2; it has therefore been defined as 
Workshop 1. Although fewer details of the form and layout of this earlier structure 
were recovered, it is clear that it was also very well constructed. Once again, the 
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principal foundation consisted of a clunch-built sill wall, which in this instance was 
comprised of roughly squared blocks measuring 200mm by 200mm by 150mm on 
average. These were bonded with a tough yellowish cream sandy mortar, and 
contained evidence for two internal timber upright supports, the most significant of 
which (measuring 0.25m in diameter) was situated at the building’s southeastern 
corner. Although this was the only corner of the building to be exposed during this 
work (the remaining portion extending beneath a nearby standing building), it is likely 
that the same method of construction was employed throughout the remainder of the 
structure. Furthermore, inside the building itself a gently pitched off-white clay floor 
had been laid, into which was set an off-centre tile-lined drain. The former sloped 
down from 8.59m OD at its visible northeastern extent to 8.41m OD beside the drain 
(a distance of 4.8m), whilst the latter was 0.29m+ wide by 0.18m deep and oriented at 
right angles to the building. The form of this structure – in association with the 
deposits of metalworking debris that were recovered from it – clearly demonstrates 
the industrial nature of the function for which it was employed.  
 
A number of further discoveries were also made to the southwest of Workshops 1 and 
2 in Area V. Immediately to the rear of Workshop 2, for example, in the late 16th or 
early 17th century (and therefore most probably post-dating the final disuse of the 
structure) pit F.204 was created. This feature measured 2.05m+ by 0.91m+ in extent 
and 0.74m deep (with its base thus resting at 8.28m OD). Initial fill [2129] consisted 
of a banded deposit of dark grey to mid yellowish grey sandy silt with frequent gravel 
inclusions and was overlain by [2010], a mixed dump of mid greyish brown sandy silt 
with occasional gravel inclusions. As part of the original construction of this feature, 
posthole [2125] (which was 0.14m in diameter) had been incorporated into the pit’s 
northeastern corner; this was subsequently surrounded by post-packing [2131]. It thus 
appears that a structural element was originally involved, and, as only part of the 
feature was revealed, it may originally have been quite extensive in nature. Along 
with at least three pieces of moulded stone and a fragment of stucco depicting a 
decorative Gothic tracery, the pit also contained 241 fragments of human bone 
representing a minimum of eight individuals (the vast majority of which was 
recovered from upper fill [2010]). The precise origin of these remains is unclear, 
however, although – given the nature of the material with which they were associated 
– they are perhaps most likely to have been derived from a nearby ecclesiastical 
context. A left femur recovered from this feature was submitted for radiocarbon 
dating; the determination Beta-240952 produced a result of 900 to 1212 cal AD (3 s.d. 
99.7% probability), and Bayesian analysis indicates that this femur derives from an 
individual who died in the 11th century (58.6% probability) or 12th century (35.7% 
probability). The likelihood that the individual died before the Norman Conquest of 
1066 AD is 48.1%.  
 
In addition to the material encountered within F.204, a much larger quantity of human 
remains – totalling 3287 fragments representing a minimum of 125 individuals – was 
also recovered from adjacent foundation trench F.201. This feature represents a 
deliberate enlargement of the construction trench of the Selwyn Divinity School, and 
measured 3.8m northeast to southwest by 2.3m northwest to southeast; it was a 
maximum of 0.7m wide and at least 0.75m deep (its full depth is unknown as it could 
not be fully bottomed). Notably, however, the uppermost 0.44m of F.201 was 
backfilled with [2001], a deposit which primarily consisted of human bones 
intermixed with mid to dark greyish brown sandy silt. The material can therefore be 
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directly linked with the construction the Divinity School in 1879, although once again 
its original provenance remains unclear. Indeed, whilst the area is known to have 
comprised part of the cemetery of the Hospital of St. John the Evangelist between 
c.1250 and 1500, and it is possible that foundations of the Divinity School disturbed a 
number of these interments, it is also located in close proximity to the cemetery of the 
Church of All Saints; the precise source of the remains is therefore difficult to 
determine. In addition, some of this material had also become incorporated into early 
20th century bedding feature F.200. This was trench-like in form, measuring 3.48m by 
1.24m in extent by 0.24m deep (with its base lying at 9.41m OD), and directly overlay 
F.201; it thus also abutted the rear wall of the Selwyn Divinity School. It had been 
backfilled with [2000], a very mixed deposit consisting of mid to pale brown sandy 
silt with frequent lenses and tips of ash, gravel and CBM and, in addition to the 
human remains, a minimum of 29 ceramic vessels were also recovered from this 
feature. Although rather limited in size, this group is of particular significance as a 
considerable number of the vessels are marked with the names of Colleges and/or mid 
19th century College cooks; indeed, whilst dominated by material derived from a 
single service associated with the Hudson family at Trinity College, the marked wares 
in fact relate to a number of different cooks working at a range of Colleges.  
 
Finally, further to the northwest, northeast to southwest oriented wall [2213] was also 
encountered during this work. This measured 0.46m wide by 0.32m+ deep, and was 
composed of reused handmade unfrogged red bricks (measuring 160mm by 110mm 
by 55mm on average) that were bonded with semi-friable coarse yellow sandy mortar. 
Two courses survived (to a height of 9.11m OD), consisting of an initial course of on-
edge bricks intermixed with occasional clunch fragments that was overlain by a 
course of double headers. [2213] appears to have comprised the boundary between 
No.’s 67 and 68 Bridge Street. It is 17th century in date, and represents the most 
closely datable wall on the site as a copper-alloy rose farthing token of Charles I 
(dated to 1636-44) was embedded within its mortar; this coin appears likely to have 
been deliberately ‘placed’. 
 

Area VI 
 

In Area VI, which was located a little way to the northwest of Area V, two wells (of 
probable late 17th/early 18th and late 18th/early 19th century date respectively) were 
encountered. The first of these, which was situated in close proximity to the former 
Flying Stag public house, was investigated on the 14th of November 2007. This 
consisted of a principal unfrogged red brick and lime mortar shaft, measuring 2.2m 
deep and 0.9m in internal diameter, which rested on top of a somewhat irregular 
clunch-built ‘chamber’ of notably broader width (being in excess of 1.1m across). The 
latter section may have predated the upper brick portion, and become incorporated 
into a later rebuild of the feature, but may alternatively represent an original element 
of the design. The lower section had been almost entirely backfilled, and the original 
depth of the well could not therefore be determined. During the 19th century, a 
‘beehive’ cap constructed from unfrogged yellow bricks measuring 220mm by 
110mm by 65mm on average had also been introduced; this was 0.5m deep and 
represents the transition of the feature from an open well to a closed water pump.  
 
A little way to the northeast, a second well was observed on the 7th of August 2008. 
This also contained a principal shaft constructed from unfrogged red bricks bonded 
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with lime mortar, which again overlay a somewhat broader lower ‘chamber’. In this 
instance, however, the lower section – which lay beneath a shaft c.2.6m deep and 
0.7m in internal diameter – was constructed from the same materials as the upper 
portion, but was square in form as opposed to circular (being around 1.0m in internal 
width). The chamber was at least 0.8m deep, but had again been largely backfilled. 
Although traces of a later 19th century ‘beehive’ capping and associated lead pipe 
were present, these had largely been removed by the principal contractor prior to 
recording. The unusual form of construction observed within both of these wells 
indicates that the features may have been intended for unusually intensive use, a 
notion supported by the fact that the earlier of the two, at least, was directly associated 
with a commercial as opposed to domestic property. Notably, this form of 
construction does not appear to have been encountered in Cambridge before. 
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Area 4: feature descriptions 
 

Pit F.400, cut [4024], fills [4023], [4028] and [4031] 

Pit F.400 is sub-rectangular in form, though it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4024] 
measures 3.46m by 1.10m+ in extent and 0.75m deep with steeply sloping to near vertical sides and a 
relatively flat base, which has a lower step in its northern half. The basal fill, [4031], comprised a 
mixed mid brown sandy silt deposit 0.20m deep with frequent mottled patches and lenses of yellowish 
brown silty sand. It contained moderately frequent charcoal fragments and very frequent fish bones that 
in many instances represented articulated skeletons with their heads removed; these were primarily 
situated on the feature’s base. The deposit sat entirely within the lower step of the pit and measured 
2.28m by 1.10m+ extent. Above this material lay [4023], an equally mottled mid brownish grey sandy 
silt deposit 0.45m deep that contained frequent ash and charcoal fragments, plus very frequent animal 
bone inclusions (once again including a large proportion of fish bone). The uppermost fill, [4028], 
consisted of a mid grey silty clay deposit 0.21m deep. It was far less material-rich than the preceding 
deposits and contained only occasional fragments of oyster shell and rare charcoal inclusions. F.400 
represents a probable refuse pit of late 16th/early 17th century date; the vertical nature of its sides 
indicates that it may well originally have been revetted, and the dating evidence recovered from its two 
fills support this interpretation. Lower fill [4031] contained exclusively late 16th century material, 
whilst middle fill [4023] included finds of probable early 17th century date. This suggests that the 
feature was ‘cleared-out’ on at least one occasion, and may have comprised only a temporary refuse 
solution (perhaps similar in nature to a garderobe-type pit that had to be emptied regularly). Uppermost 
fill [4028] represents a sterile ‘capping’ deposit that was inserted once the pit had finally gone out of 
use. The amount of refuse material present in the two lower fills was striking, especially in light of the 
fact that probably only around half of the feature was excavated. Pottery finds included Langewehre, 
Frechen and Raeren Stonewares from Germany, Babylon Ware, Glazed Red Earthenware, Tin Glazed 
Earthenware, Staffordshire-type Marbled Slipware, Broad Street Fineware, Broad Street Bichrome and 
Plain Red, Grey and Buff wares, plus residual Stamford ware, St Neots-type ware and Roman material. 
Excluding the residual material, a minimum of 46 vessels are represented; a minimum number of 16 
clay tobacco pipes were also present. Lower fill [4031] contained the remains of at least four pipes, 
including two with type 3 bowls dated c.1580-1610, whilst upper fill [4023] contained at least 12 pipes, 
including one probably belonging to type 2 dated c.1580-1610, definitely five and probably eight of 
type 3 dated c.1580-1610 and three of type 4 dated c.1600-40. Other finds included glass fragments 
representing a minimum of three vessels, a worked bone knife handle fragment, part of the decorated 
sideplate of a composite bone comb and a large quantity of metal work. In terms of iron objects, 47 nail 
fragments were recovered; these may have been derived from a decayed timber lining. In addition, a 
complete tenter peg or latch rest was present, as was a pointed sheath chape; the remains of a wooden 
knife handle, which had mineralised onto the remnants of its iron blade, was also identified. Finally, 
three further blade fragments (of which 2=1) were recovered. In terms of copper alloy objects, a brooch 
or button, a probable book clasp, a decorated lace aiglet, seven badly corroded fragments from a 
probable buckle, six undiagnostic plate fragments and six pin fragments (derived from sample 401) 
were also recovered. The feature cuts F.443 and is cut by F.442; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/7.  
 

Wall F.401, cut [4003], wall [4001], fill [4002] 

Wall F.401 is linear in form and aligned south-southwest to north-northeast, though it extends beyond 
the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4003] measures 2.30m+ by 0.26m in extent and 0.70m deep with 
steeply sloping to near vertical sides and a relatively flat base. Within this cut, wall [4001] was 
constructed; it consists of at least two separate builds. The earliest phase of construction comprised 
seven surviving courses of yellow bricks (measuring 230mm by 100mm by 70mm on average) set 
within a firm pale grey mortar and sat on a projected footing of yellow and pink bricks set in a yellow 
sandy mortar two courses thick. The below ground construction was laid in an ‘English garden wall’ 
bond and exhibited oozed mortar, suggesting that it was trench built. The upper 12 courses consist of 
red bricks, measuring 230mm by 100mm by 70mm on average, bonded with a firm creamish brown 
lime mortar and similarly set in English garden wall bond. The overall dimensions of the wall within 
the limit of excavation were 2.30m+ by 0.22m and 1.80m+ deep. The fill [4002] of the construction cut 
was a mixed, mottled and poorly sorted deposit of mid grey clay silt and sand silt containing moderate 
fragmentary brick and tile inclusions and measured 0.70m+ deep. F.401 represents the boundary wall 
of the property plot on which the Divinity School was built. The boundary is now subsumed within the 
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larger present day St Johns Triangle plot. The wall can be seen to have been rebuilt on at least one 
occasion, using the earlier below-ground portion as a foundation. The footing itself, bonded with a 
slightly different mortar, may represent an even earlier phase of the wall. The initial construction of the 
wall was tightly trench built and the construction cut shows evidence of having been rapids backfilled. 
The wall dates most probably dates to the 18th century, although it contained only residual Stamford 
ware. It cuts F.442 and is cut by F.403; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/8. 
 
Postholes F.402, cuts [4005], [4007], [4009] and [4011], fills [4004], [4006], [4008] and [4010] 

Postholes F.402 are sub-circular in form and are situated in Soakaway 2. Cut [4007] measures 0.28m 
by 0.24m in extent and 0.35m deep with vertical sides and a partially concave base. It contained 
packing fill [4006] that consisted of a stiff cream clay 0.35m deep and truncated by the creation of post 
pipe [4005]. The post pipe had a diameter of 0.17m and was positioned just to the west of the centre of 
the original posthole. It measured 0.35m deep and contained a fill [4004] that consisted of mid to dark 
grey brown clay silt. Cut [4009] is 0.14m in diameter and 0.35m deep with vertical sides and a slightly 
rounded concave base. Within the cut fill [4008] consisted of a mid to dark grey brown clay silt 
measuring 0.35m deep. Cut [4011] is 120mm in diameter and 0.35m deep with vertical sides and a 
slightly rounded concave base. The fill [4010] is a near identical mid to dark grey brown clay silt also 
measuring 0.35m deep. F.402 represents three postholes, one with a visible post pipe, cut at the same 
horizon and possibly relating to some ephemeral boundary or structure. The post was deliberately 
removed from all three postholes and all were left to silt up naturally. Although the postholes were all 
of a similar depth it is likely the presence of deliberately introduced packing material within [4011] 
may indicate this posthole held a more substantial timber. The postholes are assumed to be 
contemporary and probably date to within the 17th or 18th century. It cuts F.404 and is cut by F.441; it 
has been assigned to Phase SA2/8. 
 

Modern cut F.403, cut [4013], fill [4012] 

Modern cut F.403 is slightly irregular in form, aligned approximately south-southwest to north-
northeast and continues beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4013] is 2.30m+ by 1.10m+ in extent 
and up to 0.75m+ deep with steeply sloping sides and a relatively flat base. The single fill, [4012], 
comprises a heavily mottled mid to dark brown clay silt deposit 0.75m+ deep with patches of grey blue 
clay and crushed mortar. It contained frequent inclusions of broken brick and tile. F.403 represents a 
modern intervention, possibly relating to the rebuilding of the upper courses of the Divinity School 
wall in the 19th century. It contained residual Frechen stoneware and Grey Coarseware; a Roman 
copper alloy sestertius, dating to the 2nd century AD, was also recovered. It cuts F.401 and F.441 and is 
cut by F.440; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/9. 
 

Pit F.404, cut [4015], fills [4014] and [4030] 

Pit F.404 is partially truncated, probably sub-rectangular in form but lies predominantly beyond the 
limit of the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4015] 1.90m+ by 0.29m+ in extent and 0.45m deep with near 
vertical sides and a relatively flat base. The lower fill [4030] is a 0.09m deep deposit of pale brown silt 
with frequent small stone and gravel inclusions overlain by [4014] a mid grey brown silt clay. This 
upper fill measured 0.36m deep and contained occasional to frequent small stone and gravel inclusions 
and charcoal flecks. F.404 represents a pit of unknown function and of 17th or 18th century date. The 
dating of the pit is made difficult as no pot was recovered from the feature. It cuts F.405 and is cut by 
F.402; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/8. 
 

Pit F.405, cut [4017], fill [4016] 

Pit F.405 is partially truncated, rectangular in form, aligned southeast to northwest and continues 
beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4017] is 1.54m by 0.56m+ in extent and 0.32m deep moderately 
steeply sloping sides and a rounded concave base. The fill [4016] is a friable mid to dark brown sand 
silt with frequent small grit and gravel inclusions measuring 0.32m deep. The fill also contained the 
partial remains of a semi-articulated dog skeleton. F.405 represents one of a series of inter-cutting 
features, including F.406, F.407, F.433 and F.434, dating to the early 18th century, and sharing both a 
similar fill and extremely similar material culture. These features appear to have been used for the 
disposal of large amounts of pottery and domestic waste. They contained a number of near complete 
clay tobacco pipes, ceramic tankards and glass onion bottles and seem to have originally derived from a 
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pub context. This however may not have been their primary use and it is possible these pits initially 
functioned as bedding features within an open yard area. The presence of significant concentrations of 
grit and gravel in the fill and the friable texture of the material are conducive to free-draining condition 
and they therefore may have related to the use of this area as a garden in the 18th century. It contained 
Refined White Earthenware, Refined White Earthenware Creamware, Lead Glazed Earthenware, Iron 
Glazed Earthenware, Unglazed Earthenware, Bone China and Staffordshire-type Slipware, plus 
residual Babylon Ware, Glazed Red Earthenware, Tin Glazed Earthenware, Raeren stoneware and 
Tudor Green. It cut F.406 and is cut by F.404 and F.434; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/8. 
 

Pit F.406, cut [4019], fill [4018] 

Pit F.406 is heavily truncated although originally sub-oval in form and continues beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 2. Cut [4019] is 1.65m+ by 0.90m+ in extent and 0.44m deep with moderately steeply 
sloping sides and a relatively flat base. The fill [4018] is a friable mid to dark brown sand silt with 
frequent small grit, gravel and charcoal inclusions, measuring 0.44m deep. F.406 represents one of a 
series of inter-cutting features, including F.405, F.407, F.433 and F.434, dating to the early 18th 
century, and sharing both a similar fill and extremely similar material culture. These features appear to 
have been used for the disposal of large amounts of pottery and domestic waste. They contained a 
number of near complete clay tobacco pipes, ceramic tankards and glass onion bottles and seem to have 
originally derived from a pub context. This however may not have been their primary use and it is 
possible these pits initially functioned as bedding features within an open yard area. The presence of 
significant concentrations of grit and gravel in the fill and the friable texture of the material are 
conducive to free-draining condition and they therefore may have related to the use of this area as a 
garden in the 18th century. It contained English Stoneware from London, Staffordshire-type Slipware 
and Lead-glazed Earthenware, plus residual Frechen stoneware, Babylon Ware, Broad Street 
Bichrome, Glazed Red Earthenware and Tin Glazed Earthenware. A near complete copper alloy hinge 
was also recovered, along with a copper alloy plate fragment; a probable iron sheath chape was also 
identified. It cuts F.407 and is cut by F.405; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/8. 
 

Pit F.407, cut [4021], fill [4020] 

Pit F.407 is heavily truncated although it appears sub-circular in plan. Cut [4021] is 1.18m+ by 0.86m+ 
in extent and 0.20m deep with near vertical sides and a relatively flat base. The fill [4020] is a friable, 
mid to dark brown sand silt with frequent small grit, gravel and charcoal inclusions, measuring 0.20m 
deep. F.407 represents one of a series of inter-cutting features, including F.405, F.406, F.433 and 
F.434, dating to the early 18th century, and sharing both a similar fill and extremely similar material 
culture. These features appear to have been used for the disposal of large amounts of pottery and 
domestic waste. They contained a number of near complete clay tobacco pipes, ceramic tankards and 
glass onion bottles and seem to have originally derived from a pub context. This however may not have 
been their primary use and it is possible these pits initially functioned as bedding features within an 
open yard area. The presence of significant concentrations of grit and gravel in the fill and the friable 
texture of the material are conducive to free-draining condition and they therefore may have related to 
the use of this area as a garden in the 18th century.It contained Glazed Buff Earthenware, Dutch Tin 
Glazed Earthenware, Staffordshire-type Slipware and Frechen and Raeren Stonewares, plus residual 
Grey Coarseware and Lyveden ware. A sub-rectangular copper alloy plate fragment was also 
recovered. It cuts F.442 and is cut by F.406; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/8. 
 

Pit F.408, cut [4036], fill [4035] 

Pit F.408 is a partially truncated, sub-rectangular in form and aligned west-northwest to east-southeast. 
Cut [4036] is 1.86m by 0.91m in extent and 0.43m deep with near vertical sides and a relatively even 
base sloping moderately steeply from west to east. The fill [4035] is a mid brown grey silt clay with 
occasional to frequent cream clay mottles and lenses. The deposit measures 0.43m deep. F.408 
represents a pit of unknown function dating to the 15th century. It contained Red and Grey Coarseware, 
Ely ware and residual Stamford ware, St Neots-type ware and Roman pottery. It cuts F.412 and is 
overlain by F.443; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/6. 
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Pit F.409, cut [4050], fills [4048] and [4049] 

Pit F.409 lies predominantly outside the area of excavation but appears to be sub-circular in form. Cut 
[4050] is 0.56m+ by 0.44m+ in extent and 0.30m deep with near vertical sides and a relatively flat 
base. It contained two fills the lower of which [4049] consisted of a mid grey brown silt clay with 
yellow clay mottles measuring 0.18m deep. The upper fill [4048] is a mid grey brown fine silt clay 
0.12m deep. F.409 represents a pit of unknown function dating to the 15th century. It contained Buff 
Coarseware, Ely ware and residual Lyveden ware and St Neots-type ware. It cuts F.413 and is overlain 
by F.443; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/6.  
 

Pit F.410, cut [4040], fill [4039] 

Pit F.410 is circular in form and continues beyond the limit of Soakaway 2. Cut [4040] is 0.60m+ by 
0.50m in extent and 0.32m deep with vertical sides and a relatively flat base. The fill [4039] is a mid 
grey brown silt clay 0.32m deep. F.410 represents a small pit of unknown function dating to the 15th 
century. It is possible it may have been a posthole but this is unlikely due to the ratio of the depth to the 
circumference. It contained Red and Grey Coarseware, Grimston ware and residual Roman pottery. It 
cuts F.413 and is overlain by F.443; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/6. 
 

Posthole F.411, cut [4038], fill [4037] 

Posthole F.411 is sub-circular in form. Cut [4038] is 0.26m by 0.24m in extent and 90mm deep with 
near vertical sides and relatively flat base.  The fill [4037] consists of a mid to dark brown clay silt 
90mm deep. F.411 represents an isolated posthole, probably cut some time within the 15th century and 
possibly forming part of a fence line that continues beyond the limit of the area and replaces the earlier 
ditch F.413 which itself reinstates an earlier boundary. The posthole cannot be closely dated as it 
contained no pottery. It cuts F.413 and is overlain by F.443; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/6. 
 

Pit F.412, cut [4042], fill [4041] 

Pit F.412 is partially truncated and sub-oval in form. Cut [4042] is 1.15m by 0.79m in extent and 
0.38m deep with moderate to steeply sloping sides and a relatively flat base. The fill [4041] measures 
0.38m deep and is composed of a semi-friable, mixed and poorly sorted mid grey brown sand clay silt. 
F.412 represents a pit of unknown function dating to the 14th to 15th century. The quantity of material 
deposited within the feature in not great enough to suggest the pit functioned as a rubbish pit, however 
the poor sorting of the fill would indicate deliberate backfilling in a single episode. It contained Grey 
Coarseware, Glazed Red Earthenware, Grimston ware, Ely ware and residual Lyveden ware and 
Roman pottery. It cuts F.444 and is cut by F.408; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/6. 
 

Ditch F.413, cut [4047], fills [4044], [4045] and [4046] 

Ditch F.413 is heavily truncated, linear in form, aligned northeast to southwest and continues beyond 
the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4047] is 1.18m+ by 0.44m+ in extent and 0.40m deep with moderately 
steeply sloping sides and a relatively flat base. The basal fill [4046] is a semi-friable mid to dark brown 
humic sand clay silt 0.23m deep. It is overlain by [4045]; a slightly mottled pale grey clay 0.14m deep. 
The upper fill [4044] is composed of a mid brown silt clay and measures 0.18m deep. F.413 represents 
a small ditch of 15th century date marking the edge of a property boundary. The ditch follows the 
alignment of an earlier post alignment F.414, linear F.416 and is replaced first by a possible fence line 
F.411 and later by the construction of the Divinity School boundary wall F.401. The uppermost two 
fills may also sit within a re-cut; further evidence of the continued reinstatement of this boundary. It 
contained Grey Coarseware, Essex Red ware and residual St Neots-type ware. It cuts F.444 and is cut 
by F.409, F.410 and F.411; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/6. 
 

Post Alignment F.414, cut [4059], fill [4058] 

Post alignment F.414 is linear in form, consists of a series of conjoined sub-oval cuts aligned north-
northeast to south-southwest and continues beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4059] is 1.32m+ by 
0.36m in extent and 0.29m deep with steeply sloping sides and a relatively flat base. The fill [4058] 
consists of a well sorted mid to dark brown sand clay silt measuring 0.29m deep. F.414 represents a 
post alignment running on a parallel alignment to the boundary ditches seen to be repeatedly reinstated 
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at the northwest edge of the area of excavation. The post alignment replaced an earlier ditch or channel 
F.418 but may be contemporary with ditch F.416 that lay at the northwest edge of the limit of 
excavation. The boundary marked by ditch F.416 can be seen to continue in use into the 19th century, 
making it more likely that the post alignment and preceding channel are features within a property plot 
rather than boundaries in their own right. The posts that formed the alignment were deliberately 
removed, probably during the 14th century, and the resulting cut allowed to silt up naturally. Postholes 
F.437 and F.438 lie to the east and may be associated and a structural function cannot be ruled out. It 
contained Grey Coarseware, Ely ware and residual St Neots-type ware and Roman pottery. It cuts 
F.417 and is overlain by F.444; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/5. 
 

Stakehole F.415, cut [4065], fill [4064] 

Stakehole F.415 is sub-circular in form. Cut [4065] measures 0.14m by 0.12m in extent and 0.26m 
deep with steep to near vertical sides undercutting on the north sides. The base is rounded. The fill 
[4064] is a loosely compacted, friable dark brown sand clay silt with frequent lighter silt clay mottled 
patches. The fill measured 0.26m deep. F.415 represents a small stakehole produced by the removal of 
a timber driven in at an angle of about 30° and pointing north-northwest. The stake was inserted into 
the upper fill of a back-filled ditch or channel. The stake may have been contemporary with post 
alignment F.414. The stake, like the posts, was deliberately removed and the resulting void allowed to 
silt up naturally. The stakehole probably dates to the 14th century however it cannot be closely dated as 
no pottery was recovered. It cuts F.418 and is overlain by F.444; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/5. 
 

Ditch F.416, cut [4054], fill [4053] 

Ditch F.416 is linear in form, aligned north-northeast to south-southwest and continues beyond the 
limits of the area. Cut [4054] is 2.30m+ by 0.45m+ in extent and 0.27m deep with near vertical sides 
and a relatively flat base. The ditch fill [4053] is a relatively poorly sorted mid to dark brown sand clay 
silt measuring 0.27m deep. F.416 represents a boundary ditch marking a property boundary that 
remains in existence into the 19th century. The ditch appears to have been back-filled during the 14th 
century with possible up-cast material from the digging of pits in the vicinity. This is suggested by it 
similarly with overlying layer F.444 and the quantity of residual pottery within the fill. It contained 
Red and Grey Coarseware and residual Lyveden ware, St Neots-type ware and Roman pottery. It cuts 
F.445 and is overlain by F.444; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/5. 
 

Pit F.417, cut [4062], fills [4060] and [4061] 

Pit F.417 is heavily truncated, appears to be an elongated sub-oval form aligned north-northeast to 
south-southwest and continues beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4062] is 2.00m+ by 0.74m+ in 
extent and 0.33m deep with moderately steeply sloping sides and a slightly undulating base. The basal 
fill [4061] is a slightly mottled mid to dark brown sand silt clay 0.30m deep. It is overlain by [4060], 
which consists of a mid brown grey sand silt clay upper fill measuring 0.21m deep. F.417 represents a 
pit or possibly the terminus of a ditch. The feature cuts a linear and is itself cut by a post alignment and 
may relate to the activities requiring the division of space in this area. The degree of truncation and the 
limits of the excavation area makes this difficult to resolve. The pit or ditch probably dates to the 14th 
century, although it cannot be to closely dated as it contained only residual Thetford-type ware. It cuts 
F.418 and is cut by F.414 and F.436; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/5. 
 

Gully/channel F.418, cut [4057], fills [4055] and [4056] 

Gully/channel F.418 is partially truncated, linear in form, aligned north-northeast to south-southwest 
and continues beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4057] is 2.30m + by 1.12m in extent and 0.36m 
deep with moderately steeply sloping sides and a relatively flat base. The lower fill [4056] is a firm 
banded deposit consisting of a succession of six bands of grey brown silt clay trample layers overlain 
by purer ‘off-white’ clay deposits followed by thin lenses of ash and charcoal. The clay horizons both 
exhibit evidence of intense in-situ burning on their upper surface causing the clay to appear as a friable 
pink and red ‘crust’ in places. The bands ranged in depth from 20mm to 80mm with a total depth of 
0.22m for the deposit. The upper fill [4055] is an equally well compacted banded deposit consisting of 
a lower mid to pale grey silt clay and an upper mid brown grey silt clay, the former containing 
occasional to frequent small charcoal inclusions. The upper fill measured 0.14m deep. F.418 represents 
a linear channel of unknown function probably dating to the 14th or 15th century. The lower fill 
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provides evidence that the feature was re-lined with clay on two separated occasional and may have 
acted as a water channel. The discrete areas of in-situ burning could therefore be considered as 
secondary use of a disused feature, however the heating of the subsequent lining would argue against 
this interpretation. It seems most likely that the feature relates to some small-scale industrial usage of 
the area, probably relating to material resource preparation as no evidence of working debris was 
identified. The feature was deliberately back-filled and the upper fills compacted. It contained Grey 
Coarseware, Ely ware, Essex Red ware and residual St Neots-type ware and Roman pottery. It cuts 
F.445 and is cut by F.417; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/5. 
 

Pit F.419, cut [4069], fill [4068] 

Pit F.419 is probably sub-oval in form but lies predominantly beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut 
[4069] is 0.66m+ by 0.20m+ and 0.40m deep with steeply sloping sides and a slightly rounded concave 
base. The fill [4068] is a mid to pale brown fine sand silt clay with occasional patches of grey blue clay 
mottles. The fill measures 0.40m deep. F.419 represents a small pit of unknown function dating to the 
13th century. The quantity of domestic material recovered does not appear to be consistent with a 
rubbish pit, however it would appear that the pit was deliberately back-filled in a single episode. It 
contained Pink and Grey Coarsewares and probably residual Thetford-type ware. It  cuts F.446 and is 
overlain by F.445; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/4. 
 

Gully/Beamslot F.420, cut [4093], fill [4092] 

Gully F.420 is linear in form, aligned east-southeast to west-northwest and continues beyond the limits 
of Soakaway 2. Cut [4093] is 0.70m+ by 0.32m in extent and 0.21m deep with moderately to steeply 
sloping sides and a slightly rounded, concave base. The single fill, [4092], is composed of dark brown 
sandy clay silt 0.21m deep with occasional to moderate well sorted gravel inclusions. F.420 represents 
a small gully or beamslot running approximately at right angles to the alignment of later property 
boundaries at the northwest limit of the area. The feature is associated with postholes F.422 and F.423 
and evidence of hearth activity F.421 located to the northeast appears to run on this later alignment. It 
is possible that these features related to some structural element and date to the 12th or 13th century. The 
possibility that F.420 represents a robbed out beam slot cannot be discounted. It contained Thetford 
and St Neots-type wares and residual Roman pottery. It cuts F.446 and is overlain by F.445; it has been 
assigned to Phase SA2/4. 
 

Pit F.421, cut [4082], fills [4080] and [4081] 

Pit F.421 is roughly sub-rectangular in form, aligned approximately east-southeast to west-northwest 
and continues beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4082] is 1.80m+ by 0.58m+ in extent and 0.19m 
deep with sides varying from near vertical to gentle at the southern corner. The base is relatively flat 
before stepping sharply at its eastern extent. The lower fill [4081] is a firmly compacted pure ‘off-
white’ clay lining measuring 0.02m thick running up to this east edge and overlain by a banded fill 
[4080]. The upper fill consists of at least nine distinct dumps or lenses of material ranging from 0.01m 
to 0.05m thick. The initial deposit was a band of ash and charcoal. This was followed by two deposits 
of dark brown silt clay and subsequent ash and charcoal lenses. The upper bands consisted of pale pink 
brown heat-affected clay and silt layers and a further band of the dark brown silt clay. A layer of pure 
‘off-white’ clay that appears to be an attempt at re-lining the feature divided the upper and lower 
sequence. F.421 represents a pit of unknown function, probably dating to the 13th century. Closer 
dating of the feature is not possible as no pottery was recovered. The successive sequences of dumped 
burnt material suggest that the pit was used dispose of hearth or fire rake-out. This may have derived 
from a domestic context however the need to clay line such a feature seems unusual. The pit may have 
been contemporary with two potholes and a small gully to the southwest and it seems likely that this 
complex of features may have represents the remains of a short-lived area of small-scale industrial 
activity. It cuts F.424 and is overlain by F.445; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/4. 
 

Posthole F.422, cut [4095], fill [4094] 

Posthole F.422 is circular in form. Cut [4095] is 0.20m in diameter and 0.30m deep with very steeply 
sloping to near vertical sides and a slightly rounded concave base. Fill [4094] is a dark brown clay silt 
with occasional to frequent ‘off-white’ clay mottles. The fill measured 0.30m deep and also contained 
small amounts of burnt clay, which may prove to be the daub from walls. F.422 represents one of two 



 348

postholes cut at this horizon and associated with a possible robbed beam slot F.420. These may be 
evidence of a small ancillary Saxo-Norman structure dating to the 12th or 13th century. The fill appears 
to have been introduced after the complete removal of the timber. The fill is very similar to the upper 
fill of F.423 and was probably deliberately backfilled at the same time. It cuts F.446 and is overlain by 
F.445; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/4. 
 

Posthole F.423, cut [4097], fills [4096] and [4107] 

Posthole F.423 is circular in form. Cut [4097] is 0.22m in diameter and 0.26m deep with near vertical 
sides and a slightly rounded concave base. Fill [4096] is a dark brown silt clay with occasional to 
frequent light grey clay mottles. The fill measured 70mm deep and also contained a fragment of broken 
Niedermendig Műlstein lava quern stone at the very base of the posthole, which may have acted as a 
post-pad. The upper fill [4107] is mid to dark brown silt clay with slight mottling. It measured 0.19m 
deep. F.422 represents one of two postholes cut at this horizon and associated with a possible robbed 
beam slot F.420. These may be evidence of a small ancillary Saxo-Norman structure dating to the 12th 
or 13th century. The lower fill with its quern stone post pad represents an initial deposit of material 
introduced before the post was set in order to level up the base of the cut. After the removal of the post 
the hole was backfilled. Similarities with the fill of F.422 would suggest that this was the deliberate 
dismantlement of the structure. It cuts F.446 and is overlain by F.445; it has been assigned to Phase 
SA2/4. 
 

Pit F.424, cut [4099], fill [4098] 

Pit F.424 is heavily truncated, probably sub-oval in form although it predominantly lies beyond the 
limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4099] is 0.24m+ by 0.12m+ in extent and 0.44m+ deep with very steeply 
sloping sides, the base lies beyond the limits of excavation. The fill [4098] is mid to dark brown in 
colour and consists of a homogenous sand clay silt measuring 0.44m+ deep. F.424 represents a large 
pit only just within the limits of the area. It may be one of a number of quarry pits cut at this horizon 
and probably dates to the 13th century or earlier. It cuts F.446 and is cut by F.421; it has been assigned 
to Phase SA2/4. 
 

Pit F.425, cut [4079], fills [4073], [4074], [4075], [4076], [4077] and [4078] 

Pit F.425 is partially truncated, of a slightly irregular sub-oval form and continues beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 2. Cut [4079] is 1.38m+ by 1.30m+ in extent and 0.99m deep with moderately steeply 
sloping stepped sides and a relatively flat base. The basal fill [4078] is a moderately hard concreted 
brown grey gravely silt. The moderate to frequent small flint and gravel inclusions exhibit slight 
banding and the deposit measures 0.22m deep. Above this [4077] is a mid pink brown silt and gravel 
slump containing frequent flint and gravel inclusions measuring up to 0.10m deep. The slump appears 
to have entered the feature from the northwest edge. Fill [4076] is a relatively well sorted mid to dark 
brown silt clay 0.17m deep and overlain by [4075]. [4075] measures 0.11m deep and consists of a 
semi-friable pale to mid green and yellow brown sand silt. The fill had a significant matted organic 
component and frequent greenish brown streaks and mottles throughout indicating the presence of cess 
material. This was sealed by [4074] a further relatively well sorted mid to dark brown silty clay deposit 
measuring 0.31m deep and a final homogenous mid grey brown silt clay [4073]. This upper capping 
deposit  contained little in the way of material and was markedly purer than preceding fills. F.425 
represents one of several large quarry pits that characterise the earlier activity within Soakaway 2. The 
pit dates to the 12th century or earlier and although originally dug as a quarry pit appears to have been 
left open long enough for a basal fill and gravel rich slumped fills to have accumulated. The pit was 
then used for the disposal of domestic waste and cess material. This deposition may have been fairly 
rapid as no further slumping occurred before it was deliberately back-filled with a relatively sterile 
capping deposit. It contained Grey Coarseware, Thetford-type and St Neots-type wares and residual 
Roman pottery. It cuts F.426 and F.427 and is overlain by F.446; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/3. 
 

Pit F.426, cut [4088], fills [4083], [4084], [4085], [4086] and [4087] 

Pit F.426 is partially truncated, sub-oval in form and continuing beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut 
[4088] is 1.66m+ by 0.94m+ in extent and 1.00m deep with moderately steeply sloping sides and a 
relatively flat base. The basal fill [4087] comprises a mid to dark brown clayey silt deposit 0.20m deep 
with occasional small gravel inclusions. Above this [4086] is a mid brown sand silt 0.15m deep and 
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overlying this [4085] is a mid brown grey sand silt with occasional to frequent inclusions of flint and 
gravel measuring 0.34m deep. Fill [4084] is 0.58m deep, semi-friable, mid to dark brown clay sand silt. 
It contains poorly sorted occasional to frequent flint and gravel inclusions and interrupted lenses of 
charcoal towards the base of the deposit. The upper fill [4083] is a relatively homogenous mid red 
brown silt clay measuring 0.22m deep. F.426 represents one of several quarry pits that characterise the 
earlier activity within Soak Away 2. The pit is of probable 11th century date (based upon the nature of 
the pottery recovered) and appears to have been left open for some time during which a basal fill and 
slumped deposits accumulated. Domestic waste material was then introduced in a series of relatively 
rapid events before the deliberate capping of the pit with an imported more sterile material. It contained 
Thetford-type and St Neots-type wares, plus residual Roman material. A worked bone toggle was also 
recovered. It cuts F.429 and is cut by F.425; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/3. 
 

Pit F.427, cut [4101], fill [4100] 

Pit F.427 is partially truncated and appears to be sub-oval in form, although the majority of the feature 
lies beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4101] is 0.92m+ by 0.80m+ in extent and 0.70m+ deep with 
moderately steeply sloping sides. The base lay beyond the limits of the excavation area. The fill [4100] 
is a mid orange brown silt sand and gravel. The gravels were frequent and gradated with larger 
inclusions occurring towards the base. F.427 represents one of a number of quarry pits seen to truncate 
the sub-soil. The pit, along with F.428, F.429 and F.430, bottoms out at the interface in the natural 
between the loose upper gravels and a band of lower very hard and concreted iron–rich gravels. Later 
pits F.425 and F.426 cut the early quarry pits and utilised these lower gravels. Although these early 
quarry pits produced very little pottery a case can be made on stratigraphic and typological grounds for 
them being of late 9th or early 10th century in date. It cuts F.428 and is cut by F.425; it has been 
assigned to Phase SA2/2. 
 

Pit F.428, cut [4103], fill [4102] 

Pit F.428 is partially truncated and appears to be sub-oval in form, although the majority of the feature 
lies beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4103] is 1.02m+ by 0.38m+ in extent and 0.25m+ deep with 
moderately steeply sloping sides. The base lay beyond the limits of the excavation area. The fill [4102] 
is a mid orange brown silty sand and gravel. The gravels were frequent and gradated with larger 
inclusions occurring towards the base. F.428 represents one of a number of quarry pits seen to truncate 
the sub-soil. The pit, along with F.427, F.429 and F.430, bottoms out at the interface in the natural 
between the loose upper gravels and a band of lower very hard and concreted iron–rich gravels. Later 
pits F.425 and F.426 cut the early quarry pits and utilised these lower gravels. Although these early 
quarry pits produced very little pottery a case can be made on stratigraphic and typological grounds for 
them being of late 9th or early 10th century in date. It cuts F.430 and is cut by F.427; it has been 
assigned to Phase SA2/2. 
 

Pit F.429, cut [4091], fills [4089] and [4090] 

Pit F.429 is heavily truncated, appears to be sub-circular in form and continues beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 2. Cut [4091] is 1.30m+ by 1.19m+ in extent and 0.87m+ deep with steeply sloping stepped 
sides and a rounded concave base. The basal fill [4090] is a 0.25m deep very firmly concreted mid to 
dark reddish brown gravel. Above this [4089] is a compact though less firmly concreted mid to pale 
brown silt sand measuring 0.62m deep. F.429 represents one of a number of quarry pits seen to 
truncate the sub-soil. The lower fill contained frequent areas of iron-panning that probably represents 
post-depositional activity. The pit, along with F.427, F.428 and F.430, bottoms out at the interface in 
the natural between the loose upper gravels and a band of lower very hard and concreted iron–rich 
gravels. Later pits F.425 and F.426 cut the early quarry pits and utilised these lower gravels. Although 
these early quarry pits produced very little pottery a case can be made on stratigraphic and typological 
grounds for them being of late 9th or early 10th century in date. It contained early Thetford-type ware. It 
cuts F.430 and is cut by F.426; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/2. 
 

Pit F.430, cut [4105], fill [4104] 

Pit F.430 is heavily truncated and appears to be sub-circular in form. Cut [4105] is 0.70m+ by 0.54m+ 
in extent and 0.48m deep with moderately steeply sloping sides and a rounded concave base. The fill 
[4104] is a mid orange brown silt sand and gravel. The gravels were frequent and gradated with larger 
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inclusions occurring towards the base. It measures 0.48 deep. F.430 represents one of a number of 
quarry pits seen to truncate the sub-soil. The pit, along with F.427, F.428and F.429 bottoms out at the 
interface in the natural between the loose upper gravels and a band of lower very hard and concreted 
iron–rich gravels. Later pits F.425 and F.426 cut the early quarry pits and utilised these lower gravels. 
Although these early quarry pits produced very little pottery a case can be made on stratigraphic and 
typological grounds for them being of late 9th or early 10th century in date. It cut F.447 and is cut by 
F.428 and F.429; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/2. 
 

Pit F.431, cut [4109], fill [4108] 

Pit F.431 is partially truncated, sub-oval in form and continues beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut 
[4109] is 1.60m+ by 0.51m+ and 0.63m+ deep with steeply sloping sides and a relatively flat base. The 
fill [4108] consists of a loose light yellow clay silt containing bands of very poorly sorted rubble. The 
lower band was a 0.10m thick deposit of mussel and cockle shells while the upper band was composed 
almost exclusively of broken brick and tile with large quantities of pottery and degraded metal objects. 
F.431 represents a deliberate backfill deposit probably relating to the demolition outbuildings on the 
site during the 19th century. It contained Refined White Earthenware, Late Slipped Redware and Late 
Unglazed Earthenware. It cuts F.441 and is cut by F.440; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/9. 
 

Pit F.432, cut [4112], fill [4111] 

Pit F.432 is heavily truncated, appears to be sub-oval in form and lies predominantly beyond the limits 
of Soakaway 2. Cut [4112] is 0.42m+ by 0.15m+ in extent and 0.40m+ deep with steeply sloping sides 
and a slightly rounded concave base. The fill [4111] is 0.40m+ deep and consists of a mixed, friable 
deposit of dark brown ash and silt with patches of yellow crushed mortar and frequent charcoal 
inclusions. F.432 represents the remnant of a pit associated with intense pit digging activity during the 
late 18th or 19th century. Although not containing the same pottery and material remains the pit falls 
within a sequence of features including F.405, F.407, F.433 and F.434, seemingly originally derived 
from a pub context. The fill has a significant ash and charcoal component that may suggest that the 
feature represents a single episode of disposal of fire rake-out material. It cuts F.434 and is cut by 
F.441; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/8. 
 

Pit F.433, cut [4114], fill [4113] 

Pit F.433 is partially truncated, appears to be sub-oval in form and lies predominantly beyond the limits 
of Soakaway 2. Cut [4114] is 0.96m+ by 0.42m+ in extent and 0.86m+ deep with moderately steeply 
sloping sides and a slightly rounded concave base. The fill [4111] is 0.86m+ deep and consists of a 
mixed and mottled pale to mid grey silt clay with patches of crushed mortar. F.433 represents one of a 
series of inter-cutting features, including F.405, F.406, F.407 and F.434, dating to the 18th century, and 
sharing both a similar fill and extremely similar material culture. These features appear to have been 
used for the disposal of large amounts of pottery and domestic waste. They contained a number of near 
complete clay tobacco pipes, ceramic tankards and glass onion bottles and seem to have originally 
derived from a pub context. This however may not have been their primary use and it is possible these 
pits initially functioned as bedding features within an open yard area. The presence of significant 
concentrations of grit and gravel in the fill and the friable texture of the material are conducive to free-
draining condition and they therefore may have related to the use of this area as a garden in the 18th 
century. It contained English Notts/Derby Stoneware, Staffordshire-type Slipware and Tin Glazed 
Earthenware, plus residual Glazed Red Earthenware and Frechen and Raeren Stonewares. It cuts F.434 
and is cut by F.441; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/8. 
 

Pit F.434, cut [4116], fill [4115] 

Pit F.434 is sub-oval in form, although it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 2. Cut [4116] is 2.22m+ by 1.95m+ in extent and 0.91m+ deep with moderately steeply 
sloping, slightly stepped sides and a slightly rounded concave base. The fill [4115] is a friable mixed 
and mottled dark brown to black ash and silt deposit with frequent charcoal inclusions and measuring 
0.91m+ deep. F.434 represents one of a series of inter-cutting features, including F.405, F.406, F.407 
and F.433, dating to the early 18th century, and sharing both a similar fill and extremely similar 
material culture. F.434 is the largest of these pits within the area of excavation and also contained the 
largest quantities of burnt material, most probably comprising hearth waste and fire rake-out material. 
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These features appear to have been used for the disposal of large amounts of pottery and domestic 
waste. They contained a number of near complete clay tobacco pipes, ceramic tankards and glass onion 
bottles and seem to have originally derived from a pub context. This however may not have been their 
primary use and it is possible these pits initially functioned as bedding features within an open yard 
area. The presence of significant concentrations of grit and gravel in the fill and the friable texture of 
the material are conducive to free-draining condition and they therefore may have related to the use of 
this area as a garden in the 18th century. It contained Chinese and Japanese Export Porcelain, English 
and German Stonewares, Late Glazed Red Earthenware (some with slip decoration), Late Unglazed 
Earthenware, Staffordshire-type Salt Glazed Stoneware, Staffordshire-type Treacle Glaze, 
Staffordshire-type Slipware and decorated and undecorated Tin Glazed Earthenware, plus residual 
Grey Coarseware and Essex Redware and intrusive Refined White Earthenware; excluding the residual 
and intrusive material, a minimum of 71 vessels is represented. Alongside these, a minimum of 21 
glass vessels were also recovered. They consist primarily of utility and liqueur-type bottles, with some 
jars/containers and a single wine glass. At least 25 clay tobacco pipes were also present, of which 23 
can be identified as belonging to type 12 (dated c.1730-80). A minimum of three copper alloy pins 
were recovered, along with a hooked iron object, a heavily corroded cylindrical iron object (which may 
represent a barrel padlock) and a large iron nail. Other artefacts included a double sided antler comb 
fragment and an ivory book pointer. F.434 cuts F.405 and is cut by F.432 and F.433; it has been 
assigned to Phase SA2/8. 
 

Posthole F.435, cut [4120], fills [4118] and [4119] 

Posthole F.435 is sub-circular in form. Cut [4120] is 0.50m by 0.40m in extent and 0.54m deep with a 
near vertical southeast side, undercutting slightly towards the base and a steeply sloping northwest side. 
The posthole tapers to a tightly rounded base. The lower fill [4119] measures 0.14m deep and consists 
of loose, friable dark grey brown sand clay silt and is overlain by [4118] a more firmly compacted pale 
to mid brown silt clay with frequent mottles of lighter yellow clay. The upper fill measures 0.40m deep 
and also contained moderately frequent inclusions of small grit and gravel. F.435 represents a large 
posthole positioned adjacent to linear ditch F.439. The post was driven vertically and later forcibly 
removed creating the undercutting visible on the southeast side. After the removal of the post it appears 
some material accumulated naturally within the cut before the remaining void was backfilled with a 
firmer clay material. However there need not have been any significant time lapse between the removal 
of the post and its backfilling. Whether F.435 related to any structure or fence line is difficult to prove. 
No other postholes were visible within the area of excavation at this horizon. The posthole is likely to 
date to the 15th century. It contained Pink and Grey Coarsewares and Essex Red Ware. It cuts F.444 
and is overlain by F.443; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/6. 
 
Pit F.436, cut [4125], fills [4122], [4123] and [4124] 

Pit F.436 is roughly rectangular in form, aligned approximately east to west and continues beyond the 
limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4125] is 2.28m+ by 1.02m+ in extent and 0.16m deep with near vertical 
sides and a relatively flat base. The primary fill [4122] is 0.16 at it maximum depth and consists of a 
semi-friable mid to dark brown sand clay silt. Overlying this to the east edge of the pit is [4123] a 
dump of cream and pink burnt clay up to 0.10m thick. the upper most deposit [4122] is a thin lens 
70mm thick of friable mid pink brown clay silt with bands of black ash and charcoal. F.436 does not 
contain the quantity of material consistent with a domestic rubbish pit. It is possible that F.436 
represents a curvilinear feature but bares no similarities with other boundary feature within the area of 
Soak Away 2. The deposition of fire or hearth waste indicates opportunistic secondary use and so while 
we can say the feature almost certainly dates to the late 14th or early 15th its precise function remains 
unknown. F.436 is cut from the same horizon as a post alignment F.414 to the north and postholes 
F.437 and F.438 to the northeast and a structural function cannot be ruled out. It contained Pink, 
Brown, Buff and Grey Coarsewares plus residual Thetford and St Neots-type wares. It cuts F.417 and 
is overlain by F.444; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/5. 
 

Posthole F.437, cut [4128], fill [4127] 

Posthole F.437 appears sub-circular in form and continues beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut 
[4128] is 0.48m+ by 0.26m+ in extent and 0.34m deep with steeply sloping sides and a slightly 
rounded concave base. The fill [4127] measures 0.34m deep and consists of a generally homogenous 
mid brown grey silt clay. F.437 represents a relatively large posthole continuing beyond the limits of 
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excavation and possibly associated with adjacent posthole F.438 and post alignment F.414 to the 
northwest. The post was removed and the resulting cut deliberately backfilled during the 14th or 15th 
century. It contained Buff and Grey Coarsewares, Ely ware and a sherd of residual St Neots-type ware. 
It cuts F.445 and is overlain by F.444; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/5. 
 

Posthole F.438, cut [4130], fill [4129] 

Posthole F.438 appears sub-circular in form and continues beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut 
[4130] is 0.24m+ by 0.10m+ in extent and 0.16m deep with steeply sloping sides and a slightly 
rounded concave base. The fill [4129] measures 0.16m deep and consists of a generally homogenous 
mid brown grey silt clay. F.438 represents a relatively large posthole continuing beyond the limits of 
excavation and possibly associated with adjacent posthole F.437 and post alignment F.414 to the 
northwest. The post was removed and the resulting cut deliberately backfilled during the 14th or 15th 
century. It contained Ely ware. It cuts F.445 and is overlain by F.444; it has been assigned to Phase 
SA2/5. 
 
Ditch F.439, cut [4132], fill [4131] 

Ditch F.439 is linear in form and aligned north-northeast to south-southwest, although it continues 
beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4132] is 2.00m+ by 0.62m+ in extent and 0.45m deep with 
moderately steeply sloping sides and a slightly rounded concave base. The fill, [4131], measures 0.45m 
deep and consists of a mid to pale brown sand silt clay. F.439 represents a probable boundary ditch 
running on an alignment parallel to earlier post alignment F.414 and possibly contemporary ditch 
F.413. It is 15th century in date, although it produced only residual Buff and Grey Coarsewares; it also 
contained an anthropomorphic worked walrus ivory knife handle of late 13th/early 14th century date. It 
cuts F.444 and is overlain by F.443; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/6. 
 

Modern Concrete F.440, cut [4117], layer [4032] 

Modern concrete F.440 is of unknown form as it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 2 in all 
directions. Cut [4117] is 4.60m+ by 2.30m+ in extent and 50mm deep, the sides were not visible within 
the area, the base appears relatively flat. Within the cut is a layer [4032] of light grey concrete 50mm 
thick. Disturbance due to root action was visible at the western edge. F.440 represents the levelling of 
the area in the 19th or 20th century and the laying down of a concrete surface. It cuts F.403 and F.431; it 
has been assigned to Phase SA2/9. 
 
Levelling event F.441, cut [4110], layer [4000] 

Levelling event F.441 is of unknown form as it extends beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. Cut [4110] is 
4.60m+ by 2.30m+ in extent and 0.47m+ deep, the sides were not visible within the area, the base 
appears relatively flat. Within the cut is a banded, semi-friable, mid to dark grey brown and orange 
brown, clay silt and silt sand. The layer [4000] measures 0.47m+ thick and continues beyond the limits 
of the area. F.441 represents a 19th century levelling cut containing banded layers forming a make-up 
deposit in order to create a yard surface. The layer acted to rise the ground level on the east side of the 
Divinity School boundary wall and its initial formation may have been associated with the late rebuilt 
phase of the feature. It cuts F.402, F.432 and F.433 and is cut by F.403 and F.431; it has been assigned 
to Phase SA2/9. 
 

Layer F.442, [4022] 

Layer F.442 is heavily truncated, irregular in form and continues beyond the limits of Soakaway 2 in 
all directions. [4022] is composed of a relatively firm pale brown grey silt clay and measured 4.60m+ 
by 2.30m+ in extent and 0.28m thick. F.442 represents accumulated up-cast material derived from pit 
digging and dates to the 16th or 17th century, although close dating of this layer is difficult as no pottery 
was recovered during excavation. It overlies F.400 and is cut by F.401, F.402 and F.407; it has been 
assigned to Phase SA2/7. 
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Layers F.443, [4025] = [4027] 

Layer F.443 is heavily truncated and of unknown form as it continues beyond the limits of Soakaway 
2. [4025] = [4027] is composed of a relatively firm mid grey silt clay and measured 4.32m+ by 2.30m+ 
in extent and 0.66m thick. F.443 represents the continuous dumping of material within an external 
space during the 15th and 16th centuries, resulting in a raising of the ground level and levelling of the 
surface after a period in which he area may have been used for small-scale industrial activity. It 
contained Red and grey Coarsewares, Glazed Red Earthenware, Tudor Green, Essex Red ware, 
Lyveden ware and residual Stamford ware and St Neots-type ware. It overlies F.408, F.409, F.410, 
F.411, F.435 and F.439 and is cut by F.400; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/6. 
 

Layers F.444, [4033] and [4043] 

Layer F.444 is heavily truncated and of unknown form as it continues beyond the limits of Soakaway 
2. [4043] measures 4.70m+ by 2.30m+ in extent and 0.37m thick and is composed of a  heavily mottled 
pale to mid grey and grey brown silt clay and sand silt clay with moderate charcoal and gravel 
inclusions. Overlying this [4033] is an irregular spread of semi-friable, mottled mid brown sand silt 
clay covering an area 3.30m+ by 2.30m+ and up to 0.17m thick. F.444 may represent the formation of 
a temporary compacted surface and its subsequent abandonment, marked by the dumping of refuse 
material and up-cast spoil. The layer dates to the 15th century and contained Buff and Grey 
Coarsewares, Essex Red Ware, Ely ware, Grimston ware and residual Stamford ware, Thetford-type 
ware and Roman pottery. A rectangular sectioned whetstone fragment was also recovered. It overlies 
F.414, F.415, F.416, F.436, F.437 and F.438 and is cut by F.408, F.409, F.411, F.413, F.435 and 
F.439; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/5. 
 

Layers F.445, [4051] and [4063] = [4066] 

Layer F.445 is irregular in form, though it is heavily truncated and extends beyond the limits of 
Soakaway 2. Layer [4063] = [4066] covers an area 3.96m+ by 2.30m+ in extent and measures 0.21m 
thick. It is composed of a semi-friable mid grey brown clay silt with poorly sorted mottles of frequent 
lighter brown grey clay and occasional to frequent stone and gravel inclusions. Above this layer [4051] 
is darker grey brown sand silt clay with frequent mottles and lenses of lighter grey clay silt. The deposit 
contained moderately frequent gravel inclusions and also measures 3.96m+ by 2.30m+ in extent and is 
0.21m thick. F.445 represents a partially stratified deposit of dumped up-cast material derived from pit 
digging activity from the 13th century on wards. It contained Grey Coarseware, Essex Red ware, Ely 
ware and Lyveden ware, plus residual Thetford-type and St Neots-type wares and Roman material. A 
copper alloy bar or ingot was also present, along with a worked bone skate and a Niedermendig 
Műlstein lava quern fragment. It overlies F.419, F.420, F.421, F.422 and F.423; it has been assigned to 
Phase SA2/4. 
 

Layer F.446, [4070] 

Layer F.446 is heavily truncated, irregular in form and continues beyond the limits of Soakaway 2. 
[4070] covers an area 2.25m+ by 2.25m+ in extent and measures 0.12m thick. It is composed of a 
semi-friable mid grey brown clay silt with poorly sorted mottles of frequent lighter brown grey clay 
and occasional to frequent stone and gravel inclusions. F.446 represents a layer of dumped up-cast 
material derived from pit digging activity in the vicinity during the 12th century. It contained Grey 
Coarseware, Thetford and St Neots-type ware and residual Roman pottery. It also contained a single 
sherd of Grimston ware that may represent intrusive material. It overlies F.425 and is cut by F.419, 
F.420, F.422, F.423 and F.424; it has been assigned to Phase SA2/4. 
 

Layer F.447, [4106] 

Layer F.447 is very heavily truncated, irregular in form and continues beyond the limits of Soakaway 
2. [4106] covers an area 0.80m+ by 0.62m+ in extent and measures 0.30m thick. It is composed of mid 
orangey/reddish brown sandy gravel. F.447 represents a sub soil formation derived from the 
weathering (and potential disturbance) of the underlying gravel natural probably forming 
predominantly during the prehistoric and Roman periods. It is cut by F.430; it has been assigned to 
Phase SA2/1.  
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Area 4: watching brief results 
Fours areas of watching brief – comprising Areas VII, VIII, IX and X – were 
undertaken in close proximity to Soakaway 2; the results of this work are detailed 
below. 
 

Area VII  
 

On the 26th and 27th of June 2007 a drainage trench dug by the principal contactor 
inside the standing St. John’s College Music School building was observed. The 
trench was excavated by machine using a toothed bucket; it was located 0.5m from 
the northwestern wall of the standing building and was 1.1 to 1.3m wide and 5.6m 
long. Based on a contractor’s TBM the current surface following the removal of the 
floors was c.9.95m OD and the trench was 1.1 to 1.3m deep making the base c.8.65m 
OD. The deposits will be described from NNE to SSW. At the NNE end of the trench 
a section was revealed that consisted of dark garden-soil type layers with occasional 
gravel bands. This sequence was very similar to that observed in the upper part of 
Area 3 located to the northeast. At c.9.95m OD there was a brick floor or surface 
constructed from yellow bricks 220mm long by 60mm thick. This sealed a layer of 
garden soil that was 0.19m thick. Beneath this was a thick gravely deposit 0.25m 
thick with dark bands indicating that there were two or three phases of gravel being 
laid and then used as a surface. This appears to be an external area. Beneath this was a 
homogenous garden soil deposit. The NNE wall of the building proved to have 
relatively shallow footings that were only around 0.3m deep with two spreader 
courses at the base; there only appeared to be a single phase of construction. 
 
The first 2.0m of the trench consisted of a single homogenous deposit of loose yellow 
gravel with frequent inclusion of red and yellow brick and tile fragments. This was 
clearly the fill of a large cut that had been dug into the garden soil deposits to the 
NNE. It was bounded on its SSW side by a wall (see below) and looked like cellar 
backfill, there was however no wall on the NNE side and no convincing evidence that 
any had been removed. This suggests that the deposit relates to some major 
landscaping recent of some kind and that the wall to the SSW may be a retaining wall 
of some kind. 2.0 to 2.2m to the SSW there was a set of rather roughly constructed 
wall footings [3000] consisting of courses of unfrogged hand made red and yellow 
brick and tile set in a friable clayey mortar. The bricks were 220x110x45mm in size 
and had straw and other vegetable impressions visible in them. The wall footings ran 
parallel to the walls of the standing building and continued beneath the depth of the 
trench. The appearance of the bricks suggests an 18th or early 19th century date. To the 
SSW of the wall there was a thick homogenous deposit of mid greyish brown clayey 
silt with occasional gravel bands plus brick and tile fragments, pottery, clay pipe and 
bone [3001]. This appears to be a garden soil but in contrast to the garden soil to the 
northeast was lighter coloured so probably less well developed and the gravel bands 
were more ephemeral. The finds suggest a 16th and 17th century date for this garden 
soil. 
 
At the SSW end of the trench there were a number of intercutting feature. The latest 
was a large NNE-SSW aligned oval vertically sided pit with a rounded base [3002]. It 
was 1.9m+ long by 1.0m wide and 0.9m deep and filled with demolition debris 
consisting of brick and tile fragments, mortar and roughly shaped clunch and 
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limestone. The brick and tile was unfrogged handmade red and yellow and complete 
bricks were 225x110x55-60mm in size. This feature was cut by the foundations of the 
standing building but appeared to be on the same alignment and it may well be related 
to demolition activities. The pit cut through a feature in a rectangular shaped vertical 
sided cut with two phases of tiled base 0.8m+ by 0.7m+ in extent and 0.35m+ deep. 
The lowest tile floor [3003] was at c.9.5m OD. Above this was 0.1m of mid greyish 
brown clay, there was then a second tile base [3004] lying at c.9.6m OD. Above this 
was a loose black ashy fill [3005] containing frequent coal and shell. Although the 
feature had two phases of tiled base there was no evidence that the sides were lined in 
any manner. This feature appeared to be on a different alignment to the walls of the 
current standing building. Sealed by this there appeared to be another pit, this feature 
was very indistinct and was primarily identified by the presence of a group of large 
pieces of pottery [3006]. There were several other possible ephemeral features, 
possibly postholes, but none of these could be convincingly identified. These features 
cut through the general garden soil [3001] described above. 
 
Sealed by the garden soil there was a feature [3007] whose upper surface was 
recognised at a depth of 8.75m OD was a cut on the SSE side of the trench. It was 
0.3m+ by 0.5m+ in extent and was filled with loose garden soil covered with tiles. 
Most of the tiles were broken but some were complete. These were red roof tiles with 
a single peg hole 240x155x15mm in size. The nature of this feature could not be 
determined as it lay in the side of the trench at the very limit of the depth that was 
being dug. It is possible that it was part of a grave although this is speculative. This 
feature appeared to be cut through a general garden soil type layer. There were a 
number of other possible features at this depth but none were clearly definable. Based 
on work elsewhere it appears that this is the c.0.1 to 0.2m interface zone at the base of 
the garden soil where some features become apparent but most are not detectable. The 
SSW wall of the standing building had much more substantial footings than the NNE 
end. There were four spreader courses then concreted rubble which continued deeper 
than the base of the trench. 
 
The watching brief suggests four phases of discernible activity: 
 

• Early activity only just reached in trench: cut feature with tile covering [3007]. 
• Garden soil or ground raising event: 16th to 17th century [3001]. 
• Cut features related to a building of some kind: tile lined feature [3003] to 

[3005], pit [3002], possible pit [3006] wall [3000], 17th to 19th century. 
• Current standing building: early to mid 19th century. 

 

Area VIII 
 

Area VIII, which was situated immediately to the south of the St. John’s College 
Music School, was monitored on the 20th of May 2008. In this location, a sub-
rectangular brick foundation was encountered that was most probably associated with 
the construction of the adjacent school building. This measured 2.8m in extent 
northeast to southwest by 1.8m northwest to southeast, and was 0.22m wide by 
0.68m+ deep; its upper surface lay at c.9.1m OD based upon a nearby contractor’s 
TBM. It was trench-built and was constructed from roughly coursed machine-
moulded unfrogged yellow bricks (measuring 220mm by 110mm by 70mm on 
average) that were bonded with pale cream sandy mortar. This structure appeared to 
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have been keyed into the Music School’s foundations, and was therefore most 
probably contemporary with this building’s construction in 1874 (Dixon & Herring 
2003, 37); it may have formed part of a small outbuilding or toilet block, although it 
does not appear to have been particularly long-lived and most probably went out of 
use by the close of the 19th century. Notably, a minimum of 83 ceramic vessels were 
recovered from the backfill of the foundation’s narrow construction trench, [3063], 
and this group appears to represent a medium-scale clearance deposit of mid to late 
19th century date. The bulk of the vessels were related to dining and food 
storage/preparation activities, whilst there was also a smaller amount of material 
related to tea drinking, gardening, domestic activities and writing. Therefore, given 
both its date and the nature of its composition – as well as its close physical proximity 
– this assemblage is most likely to have been directly associated with the adjacent 
Music School. 
 

Area IX 
 

Somewhat further to the east, in Area IX, a further watching brief was undertaken on 
the 25th of January 2007. At this time an ‘L’ shaped trench, measuring 0.7m wide by 
5.1m long northeast to southwest and 4.2m long northwest to southeast, was 
excavated by the principal contractor to a maximum depth of 0.97m (or 8.58m OD) in 
advance of drainage works. Beneath an initial 0.13m deep coarse greyish cream sandy 
mortar bedding layer, a 0.24m deep foundation deposit containing frequent CBM 
fragment inclusions was encountered. This was most probably 19th century in date, 
and sealed made-ground deposit [1107], which consisted of homogenous mid greyish 
brown clay silt with rare CBM and charcoal fleck inclusions. This deposit contained 
pottery fragments dating to the 16th and 17th centuries, and appears to represent part of 
a wider ground-raising event that was conducted across the area at this time (see also 
Areas VII and X). 
 

Area X 
 

A very similar sequence was also identified in Area X, which was again ‘L’ shaped in 
form and measured 4.3m northwest to southeast by 3.8m northeast to southwest and 
was a maximum of 1.7m wide and 2.5m deep; this area was monitored between the 
18th and the 19th of September 2008. Prior to commencement of archaeological 
attendance, a small pit was encountered at c.8.5m OD (based upon a nearby 
contractor’s TBM) that contained a minimum of six 17th century bellarmine jugs 
([3064]); a number of conjoining fragments, along with two early 17th century clay 
pipe bowls, were also later recovered from the adjacent spoilheap ([3065]). This 
feature had been cut to a homogenous layer of mid greyish brown clay silt with rare 
CBM and charcoal fleck inclusions, which was near identical to that previously 
encountered in Area IX and most probably formed part of a wider 16th/17th century 
ground-raising event. The material appeared to continue below the limit of excavation 
at c.7.1m OD. Partially overlying pit [3064] was a badly truncated wall footing – 
composed of unfrogged red bricks, bonded with pale yellow sandy mortar, which was 
0.33m wide – that most probably comprised part of an 18th or early 19th century 
foundation. Immediately to the southwest of this was encountered a 19th century 
‘beehive’-type well that was constructed from yellow and pink shallowly frogged 
bricks (measuring 220mm by 110mm by 65mm on average). The dome of this 
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structure was not removed, meaning that no internal depth could be determined, and it 
measured 1.7m in external diameter. It was most probably associated with the 
property at No. 2 All Saints Passage. 
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