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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 General 

This report presents the results of an archaeological watching brief undertaken by 
CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) between August and October 2011 at Little Raith Wind 
Farm, Lochgelly, Fife (NGR: NT 19085 91455 (centred» (Fig. 1) The work was 
commissioned by Wind Prospect Ltd. 

A Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) dated 16 November 2010 was produced by 
CF A on behalf of Wind Prospect. The WSI was designed to fulfil the requirements of 
Fife Council Archaeological Unit. 

1.2 Background 

Planning permission (Ref: 08/01053/WEIA) has been given to erect nine wind 
turbines on 4km2 of agricultural ground centred on Little Raith fa= (Fig. 2). In 
response to the planning application for the wind fa=, a programme of 
archaeological works was agreed with the Fife Council Archaeologist consisting of a 
watching brief. This report presents the results of the archaeological watching brief. 

Prehistoric funerary and ritual activity is well attested in the surrounding landscape. In 
particular the ground to the east of Loch Gelly has many prehistoric funerary sites. 
For example, a mound covering three short cists, two containing an urn, were exposed 
within a mound in the stackyard at Little Raith (NGR: NT 2055 9162) (NMRS ref: 
NT29SW7). 

In addition, the surrounding landscape has been part of the agricultural landscape 
since the first available mapping from Bleau 1654. There appears to be stability in the 
location of fa=steads since Roy's 1755 map, with West and Easter Lochhead visible 
(NGR: NT 18889123 and NT 19269140) (NMRS ref: NTl9SE60 and NTl9SE61). 
A number of areas of rig-and-furrow cultivation have been recorded lying to the south 
of the wind fa=. 

There are a large number of quarries within the surrounding area. These quarries, 
when the extractive purpose was identified, were either for limestone or whinstone, 
and occasionally coal. An old limestone quarry and kiln is located in the eastern edge 
of the development area and is shown on the first edition Ordnance Survey (NGR: NT 
19819147) (NMRS ref: NTl9SE62). 

1.3 Objectives 

The objectives of the watching brief were: 

• To conduct an appropriate programme of archaeological investigation 
(Watching Brief) to monitor the excavation of ground breaking that was 
required. 

• To mitigate the effects of construction on any archaeological deposits or 
features identified through excavation and recording and production of a 
report. 
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