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SUMMARY

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken on the removal of topsoil prior to 
the construction of a ‘French drain’. Apart from some animal bone of dubious 
provenance no archaeological remains were encountered and no finds were recovered. 

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 General 

This report presents the results of an archaeological watching brief undertaken by 
CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) during October 2011 on remedial ground works at the 
Meeting House on Quaker Lane, Rawdon Leeds West Yorkshire. The work was 
commissioned by Mr Brian Sayer. 

The site comprised land to the north of a grade II listed boundary wall. Listed 
Building consent (11/01790/LI) was granted for repairs to the boundary wall and 
gateway. The area of the watching brief was located to the north of the stone-built 
boundary wall within a burial ground (Fig. 1). The ground comprised the removal of 
topsoil, the battering back of ground behind the wall and the construction of a French 
drain along the northern face of the wall. The watching brief was required because of 
the possibility of disturbing human remains during groundbreaking.  

All work was undertaken in accordance with a specification produced by West 
Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service (WYAAS, 2011, Appendix 2). Plates and 
figures are bound into the rear of this report. CFA’s code and unique number for the 
project is RAQU/2037. 

1.2 Site Location and Description 

The development area is centred at NGR SE 20772 40044, within the Historic 
Township of Rawdon (Fig. 1). The area of ground breaking is to the north of a stone 
built boundary wall in a well maintained grassed burial ground.  

1.3 Archaeological and Historic Background 

The following is largely taken from a document produced by the Warfedale Family 
History Group (Wolstenhulme and Clayton 1999) and the specification (Appendix 2). 

The burial ground is attached to Rawdon Friends Meeting House and had been in use 
since the late 17th century. The Religious Society of Friends were followers of the 
Quaker faith which George Fox was credited with founding in the mid 17th century. 
The Rawdon Friends Burial Ground contains 101 headstones although it is estimated 
that the cemetery may contain up to 600 inhumations burials, the first of which dates 
to 1695. The lack of headstones from early burials was brought about by a strict 
observance to the simplicity of life, and the desire not to mark a difference between 
those who could afford luxuries and those who could not. Most headstones were 
removed by 1720. After 1860, it was agreed that plain headstones in a simple 
common form standard to each burial ground could be used. The earliest headstones 
at Rawdon date to 1830 (Clayton & Wolstenhulme 1999). The elapsed time between 
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the headstones (c. 1830) and the Meeting house foundation clearly indicates that there 
are possibly many inhumations, currently unaccounted for within the burial ground. It 
is said the raised ground level within the burial ground is attributed to the number of 
inhumations within its walls. The location of some of the burials is known, with the 
plots arranged in rows roughly orientated east to west, with the individual plots 
orientated north to south. The proposed ground works in the north-west corner of the 
burial ground are located closest to burial rows N1 to N3 (Clayton & Wolstenhulme 
1999). The nearest known grave closest top the ground works belongs to an unknown 
occupant or occupants, as multiple inhumations of the same family are recorded 
within the same plots. No previous invasive archaeological fieldwork is known to 
have taken place within the site. 

1.4 Objectives 

The aim of the watching brief as detailed in the specification (Appendix 2) was to 
identify and record the presence / absence, extent, condition, and date of any 
archaeological features and deposits which are disturbed or exposed as a result of 
groundworks in the area of interest.

The work was designed to mitigate the destruction of any buried archaeological 
remains through ‘preservation by record’. 
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2. WORKING METHODS 

The removal of soil along the wall was carried out by hand under archaeological 
supervision; the removed spoil was piled in a skip and was inspected by the 
archaeologist on site. The site was visited on 13 and 21 October 2011. 

2.1 Standards and Guidance 

CFA Archaeology is a registered organisation (RO) with the Institute for 
Archaeologists (IfA). All work was conducted in accordance with relevant IfA 
Standards and Guidance documents (IfA 1994, 2001), English Heritage guidance (EH 
2002, 2005, 2006, 2008a, 2008b and 2008c), and CFA’s standard methodology.  

2.2 Monitoring 

The project was monitored by West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service 
(WYAAS) the holders of the West Yorkshire Historic Environment Record who are 
Leeds City Councils heritage advisor.

2.3 Archiving 

The project archive, comprising all CFA record sheets, finds, plans and reports, will 
be deposited with West Yorkshire Historic Environment Record according to an 
agreed timescale, will be ordered according to current guidelines and to nationally 
recognised standards (UKIC 1990, 2001, MGC 1994, SMA 1995, Ferguson and 
Murray 1997 and Brown 2007). 

3 RESULTS

3.1 The excavated trench for the installation of the French drain was c. 0.8m in width by 
0.7m deep (Plate 1). The topsoil comprised friable dark-grey, sandy-silt, with 
common root material. 

3.2 After the installation of the French drain (Plate 2), the trench was backfilled with 
largely as dug material. A very shallow batter was cut at a depth of 0.2m into the 
topsoil, which created a very gradual gradient, sloping 0.3-0.4m towards the boundary 
wall at Quakers Lane (Plates 3-4). The natural substrate was not reached and no 
archaeological features or discoveries were recorded. 

3.3 A small amount of clearly identifiable animal bone was recorded during the 
excavation of the trench. The remains were discovered by the contractor, 
disarticulated and not within any a cut feature. Their provenance therefore is unknown 
and their antiquity unlikely. the remains were described and re-deposited within the 
trench and then covered by backfilling. 
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4 CONCLUSIONS

Despite the archaeological importance of the area (see background above), the 
watching brief observed no significant archaeological remains within the area of the 
groundbreaking works. Animal bone was discovered during the excavation of topsoil 
deposits for the French drain. The bones, which were of unknown provenance, were 
re-deposited after consultation with WYAAS and covered during backfilling. The 
amount of Topsoil disturbed during the cutting of a very shallow batter during 
backfilling was minimal.  
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APPENDIX 1: Digital Photographic Register 

Shot No. Summary description of subject Viewed
from 

Conditions 

1 Shot of trench excavated for French drain East Overcast 
2-3 Shot of trench after installation of French drain East Overcast 
4-5 Shot of trench after backfilling East Bright 
6 Shot of trench after backfilling West Bright 
7 General shot of watching brief area after backfilling North-east Bright 
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