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Summary 

An archaeological excavation was undertaken by CFA Archaeology Ltd on land at Field 
Lane, South Elmsall, West Yorkshire during July and August of 2013. A Geophysical survey 
identified anomalies consistent with archaeological features which were confirmed by 
subsequent trial trenching. Following this an excavation at the northern end of the 
development area was undertaken and the remains of a likely prehistoric or Romano-British 
enclosure and associated features were recorded, with one small fragment of Iron Age pottery 
recovered.

1.� INTRODUCTION

This report presents the results of an archaeological excavation undertaken by CFA 
Archaeology Ltd (CFA) on behalf of Adcrofts Amusements during July and August of 2013, 
prior to development on land at Field Lane, South Elmsall, West Yorkshire. The proposed 
development consists of the installation of residential caravans, new access, an access road 
and landscaping. (ref. 11/00790/FUL). All work was undertaken in accordance with a 
specification issued by the West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service (WYAAS, 
Appendix 4). The CFA code and number for the project is FLAN2/2123. 

1.1 Site Location and Description 

The development area consisted of a rectangular parcel of land to the east of South Elmsall 
and south-east of the Dale Lane Industrial Estate (Fig. 1, NGR SE 4887 1170), with the 
excavation area covering 4000m² at the northern extent of this area. The site was bounded to 
the north by Field Lane and to the south, east and west by fields. The ground sloped from 
46.04m above the Ordnance Datum (AOD) at the northern end of the site, to 41.06m AOD at 
the southern end.

The soils of the area are variable and are described as ‘glacio-fluvial deposits of loam to silty’ 
(NERC 2013). The geology of the area consists of ‘Cadeby Formation- Dolostone (BGS 
2013).

1.2 Archaeological and Historical Background 

Aerial photography undertaken over the years in the South Elmsall area has revealed a dense 
pattern of small field systems separated by track ways and paths. Where excavated the 
majority of these field systems have proved to be of an Iron-Age or Romano-British date; 
though some in the area around Field Lane and Doncaster Road have proved to be Bronze 
Age.

The area around the site appears to have been a focal area of activity during the late Iron-Age. 
A large number of field systems were in use during this period, and excavations in the area 
have recorded a number of skeletons adjacent to ditches and track ways associated with these 
features. The field systems probably remained in use during the Romano-British period. 

Between 1997 and 1999 a series of archaeological investigations were undertaken to the 
north and north-east of the site, between Field Lane and Doncaster Road in advance of the 
construction of an industrial estate. During these investigations a variety of features were 
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recorded including Bronze-Age roundhouses and associated structures, five Iron Age 
enclosures, field systems and track ways. 

Aerial photographs showed that cropmarks indicated that these features continued into the 
site, with geophysical survey of the site (CFA 2013) confirming the likely presence of a 
series of ditches consistent with enclosures towards the northern end of the site.

During the medieval period the landscape around South Elmsall remained largely as fields 
used for farming, and the remains of ridge and furrow can be seen in aerial photography of 
the area.

By the mid 19th century South Elmsall was still a rural settlement, but this changed, with a 
number of quarries opening up at this time. Mining at the Frickley Colliery in 1903 provided 
work in the area for a number of people, and the character of the village changed shops, 
houses and schools built to serve the growing workforce. 

1.3 Previous Archaeological work  

Trial trenching was undertaken by CFA Archaeology on the site during July 2013 (CFA 
2013). Trenches were targeted on anomalies identified by geophysical survey (ref.). Evidence 
of surviving ditches associated with an Iron Age enclosure concentrated at the northern end 
of the site were recorded. 

1.4 Project Objectives 

In accordance with the specification produced by Rebecca Remmer of the West Yorkshire 
Archaeology Advisory Service (Appendix 4) the general objective was to ‘gather sufficient 
information to establish the extent, condition, character and date (as far as circumstances 
permit) of any archaeological features and deposits within the proposed development area, 
and to record at an appropriate level, archaeological features encountered in the excavation 
trenches’. 

2.� WORKING METHODS 

2.1 Monitoring 

The project was monitored by Rebecca Remmer of the West Yorkshire Archaeology 
Advisory Service (WYAAS), who was kept informed of developments on site and visited the 
site on the 8th and 15th of August 2013.

2.2 Excavation 

The excavation area and location was agreed in advance of the project during consultation 
with the WYAAS.  

All machining was undertaken using a toothless ditching bucket under constant 
archaeological supervision. Topsoil and other overburden were removed by machine down to 
the top of natural subsoil or the first significant archaeological horizon, whichever was 
encountered first, before being removed from the excavation area by use of a dumper. 



Y111/13/FLAN2     5     CFA 

The spoil was scanned for artefacts during machine excavation, the excavation area was then 
cleaned as necessary and the location of all features and deposits recorded using industry 
standard surveying equipment. A representative sample of linear features was excavated 
(typically 1m per section). Discrete features were sampled at a minimum of 50%.  

All archaeological remains were recorded by means of photographs, drawings and written 
records conforming to IfA standards (1994) and CFA’s quality manuals. All features were 
planned and drawn in section at an appropriate scale (normally 1:10, 1:20 or 1:50). All plans 
and sections were related in height to the ordnance datum. The photographic record consists 
of accurately recorded digital photographs. 

Environmental samples were taken as necessary from significant archaeological deposits in 
accordance with current English Heritage guidelines (EH 2011), and generally samples were 
to be taken from a representative sample of features and from securely stratified primary 
deposits along with any other deposits identified as showing palaeo-environmental potential. 
This was to be informed by the professional judgement of the archaeologist on site in 
conjunction with CFA’s environmental specialists and the WYAAS advisor. 

Modern finds were recorded on site but not retained unless they were from stratigraphically 
significant deposits or intrinsically significant, all other finds were to be retained for post-
excavation assessment. The requirements of the 1996 Treasure Act (with subsequent 
amendments) were accorded with. 

2.4 Standards and Guidance 

CFA Archaeology is a registered organisation (RO) with the Institute for Archaeologists 
(IfA). All work was conducted in accordance with relevant IfA Standards and Guidance 
documents (IfA 1994), English Heritage Guidance (EH 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008a and 2008b), 
CFA’s standard methodology and the terms of the specification issued by WYAAS 
(Appendix 4). 

2.5 Archiving 

The project archive, comprising all CFA record sheets, finds, plans and reports, will be 
prepared to current guidelines (Brown 2011) ensuring the proper transfer of ownership. The 
project report shall include an index to the site archive and all digitally generated data. The 
archive will be retained by CFA until being deposited at a suitable repository.  



Y111/13/FLAN2     6     CFA 

3.� RESULTS 

A full list and description of contexts comprises Appendix 1. Tables listing all photographic 
and drawn records form appendices 2 and 3. A table summarising context numbers within 
enclosure groups is below (Table 1). 

Enclosure Group Contexts 
Enclosure 1 112 132 

116 140 
118 152 
130   

Enclosure 2 124   
126   
128   

Enclosure 3 137   
146   

Enclosure 4 108 136 
110   
122   
134   

Table 1: Contexts by enclosure group 

A total area of 4000m² was excavated within the development area. Geophysical survey had 
previously suggested the presence of one large enclosure within the excavation area, but after 
excavation it became apparent that there were a series of smaller enclosures forming a larger 
enclosure system. 

A number of other potential features were tested within the excavation area, but after 
examination it appeared likely that these were of geological origin and as such do not feature 
on Figure 2. 

3.1 Enclosure 1 

Enclosure 1 was the largest of the four identified and in plan formed an ‘L’ shape running 
roughly north-south from the northern baulk turning east (Fig. 2 and Plate 1) then terminating 
just before the corner of Enclosure 2.

The enclosure ditch varied in size and shape along its length with the northern extent 1.36m 
in width and surviving to a depth of 0.4m. Here the ditch (Fig. 4, 140,) was steep sided with a 
‘U’-shaped profile. The ditch became wider, up to 2.0m in places after turning east (131), 
although the depth remained consistent with that recorded from sections excavated to the 
north. Here though, the ditch (Fig. 4, 132 and Plate 2) became more ‘V’-shaped in profile 
with gradual to steeply-sloping sides. 

Towards the eastern extent of the enclosure ditch the width and depth of the feature reduced, 
with a width of 0.68m and a depth of 0.48m recorded (152). The shape and profile of the 
feature remained consistent, with steep sloping sides and a ‘V’-shaped profile still evident.  
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From this point the enclosure ditch reduced in depth before terminating to the immediate west 
of Enclosure 2, at which point the feature was around 0.3m in depth with a ‘U’-shaped profile 
(130). A small pit (120, Fig. 3, Plate 3) cut the southern edge of the enclosure ditch towards 
the western side of the feature, although the internal area of the enclosure contained no 
similar pits or postholes. 

3.2 Enclosure 2 

Enclosure 2 formed the eastern extent of Enclosure 1, and consisted of a north-south ditch 
with a west-east turn at its southern extent, with the ditch continuing beyond the excavation 
area to the east. 

The ditch itself was shallow at its northern extent with a width of 0.74m and a depth of 0.2m 
(124), and consisted of moderately sloping sides with a flat base. Towards the south the ditch 
became deeper and wider, with a width of 1.14m and a depth of 0.34m recorded at the turn of 
the feature from north-south to west-east. Here the ditch (126, Fig. 3, Plate 4) became more 
steep sided and ‘U’-shaped in profile before becoming slightly deeper (1.24m) and wider 
(0.46m) at the point where the feature continued beyond the excavation area (128, Fig. 3). 

3.3 Enclosure 3 

Enclosure 3 was located to the north-west of Enclosure 1 and consisted of a ditch measuring 
12m in length on an east-west orientation, and which continued beyond the western extent of 
the excavation area.  

The ditch itself was steep sided in profile with a flat base and measured 0.76m in width by 
0.45m in depth towards its eastern extent (146, Plate 5) before becoming shallower (0.35m) 
at the point the ditch (137, Fig. 4) continued beyond the extent of the excavation. 

3.4 Enclosure 4 

Enclosure 4 consisted of two north-east to south-west orientated ditches and was located 
towards the southern extent of the excavation area. The westernmost of the two ditches cut 
the corner of Enclosure 1 before terminating shortly after, while the easternmost of the two 
ditches terminated just short of the larger enclosure ditch. 

The westernmost ditch was fairly shallow with a flat base, with a depth of 0.14m and a width 
of 1.04m recorded at the southern extent of the feature (108), while towards the northern 
extent the ditch was of a similar shape but survived to a width of 0.7m and a depth of 0.2m 
(134).

The easternmost ditch (110, Fig. 3) survived to a width of 2.1m with a depth of 0.08m, and 
contained a fill (109) from which a single small fragment of very abraded pottery was 
recovered. Although the size of the fragment meant meaningful assessment was not possible, 
its fabric suggests it is most likely to have been Iron Age. Towards the terminus of the ditch 
(136) the width of the feature decreased to 1.14m and had a depth of 0.19m with the ditch 
generally being shallow sided with a slight ‘U’-shaped profile. 

The two ditches formed an internal area of c.110m² within the extents of the excavation area, 
and within this internal area a number of small pits were recorded. Three of these pits (106, 
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142 (Plate 6), and 144) may represent the remains of part of a possible pit alignment on a 
curving south to north-west orientation (Plate 7), while two other smaller pits (148 and 150) 
were recorded towards the north-east of the enclosure area. No finds were recovered from 
any of these features. 

3.5 Non-archaeological Features 

A number of other potentially archaeological features were tested but after excavation they 
were all shown to be of geological origin.

3.6  Environmental Assessment  

by Mhairi Hastie 

Methodology

Four bulk soil samples were retained during archaeological investigations at Field Lane, 
South Elmsall, West Yorkshire.  Each sample was processed through a Siraf style flotation 
tank.  The floating material (flot) was collected in a 250 �m sieve and the material remaining 
in the tank (retent) washed through a 1mm mesh.  Both the flots and retents were air-dried; 
the retents were then sorted by eye and any archaeological significant material removed.  The 
flots were scanned using a binocular microscope (x10-x200 magnifications) and the presence 
of any charred plant remains recorded. 

Results 

The results are summarized in Tables 2 and 3 (below).  The samples contained very little 
archaeological significant material. 

Quartz/Flint fragments: Two small fragments of quart/flint (less than 6mm in dia.) were 
recovered from the fill of ditch [132].  An initial assessment of 
the fragments suggests that they have not been worked.

Burnt bone: Small fragments of poorly preserved burnt bone fragments (less 
than 4mm in diameter) were recovered from the fill of ditch 
[116 and 132].

Charcoal and cinders: Small fragments of charcoal and other amorphous cinder 
material were recovered from the bulk of the samples.  The charcoal is much abraded and 
none of the fragments recovered are sufficiently large enough to allow identification of wood 
species. 

The small quantity of material recovered does not allow for any detailed discussion.
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Sample 
number 

Context 
number 

Context 
description 

Flot vol 
(ml) 

Charcoal Cinders Unburnt 
Coal 

Comments 

001 127 Fill of enclosure 
ditch [128] 

40 + (VSF)  + (VSF) Mostly modern 
root debris 

002 131 Fill of enclosure 
ditch [132] 

20 + (VSF) + (VSF) + (VSF) Mostly modern 
root debris and 
insect pupae 

003 109 Fill of ditch [108] 30  + (SF) + (VSF) Mostly modern 
root debris 

004 115 Fill of enclosure 
ditch [116] 

20 ++ (SF)  + (VSF) Mostly modern 
root debris and 
insect pupae 

Table 2: Composition of Flots 

Key: + = rare, ++ = occasional, +++ = common and ++++ = abundant 
 SF = small fragments (<5mm dia.) 
 VSF = very small fragments (<2mm dia.) 

Sample 
number 

Context 
number 

Context 
description 

Flint/Quartz 
Frags.

Burnt bone Charcoal 

001 127 Fill of enclosure 
ditch [128] 

   

002 131 Fill of enclosure 
ditch [132] 

+ (x2) (SF) + (SF) + (SF) 

003 109 Fill of ditch 
[108] 

 + (SF) + (SF) 

004 115 Fill of enclosure 
ditch [116] 

  + (SF) 

Table 3: Composition of Retent 

Key: + = rare, ++ = occasional, +++ = common and ++++ = abundant 
 SF = small fragments (<5mm dia.) 
 VSF = very small fragments (<2mm dia).

Recommendations

� No further detailed analysis is required.
� None of the material recovered is suitable for AMS dating. 

4.� DISCUSSION 

The enclosures and related features on the site are likely to be prehistoric or Romano-British. 
A small fragment of pottery recovered from one of the enclosure ditches may suggest an Iron 
Age date though the form of the enclosures and the proximity to other similar, more securely 
dated enclosures provide more convincing comparative evidence pointing to the Iron Age and 
it seems that the enclosures were most likely part of a wider system of fields and settlement 
previously excavated to the north of the site in the area between identified by cropmarks and 
previous excavation between Field Lane and Doncaster Road. 

The lack of finds and evidence for habitation in the area suggests that what we are seeing on 
this site is the remains of enclosures primarily for livestock or other animal husbandry. The 
evidence from the evaluation trenches (CFA 2013) suggests there are no further surviving 
enclosures to the south of the excavation area, and it may be that the enclosures recorded in 
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this excavation represent the extreme extents of the activity recorded to the north and north-
west of the site. 

The possible pit alignment recorded within the southern extent of the excavation area 
(features 106, 142, and 144, Fig. 2) may represent Iron Age boundaries, or possible pre-
cursors to the linear field systems and enclosures of the later Iron Age, although the lack of 
finds and the limited survival of these features means this interpretation is difficult to prove. 

5.� CONCLUSION 

The excavation has successfully recorded the anomalies noted during geophysical survey and 
a subsequent evaluation on the site, as well as identifying and recording new enclosures and 
associated features not previously identified. These enclosures are very likely to have been 
part of a system of settlement and agriculture over the wider landscape during the Iron Age. 
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Plate 1 - Enclosure 1 looking to the west.

Plate 2 - South-east facing section of ditches 132 and 134.
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Plate 4 - South facing section of Ditch 126.

Plate 3 - West facing section of Ditch 118 and Pit 120.
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Plate 6 - East facing section of Pit 142.

Plate 5 - East facing section of Ditch 146 terminus.
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Plate 7 - Shot of potential pit alignment, including pits 106, 142, and 144.



Appendix 1: Context Summary 

Context 
no. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Max 
Depth
(m) 

Description 

100 Layer     0.3-0.4 Topsoil layer for site area. Consisted of dark brown silty 
clay with some small stone inclusions. 

101 Layer     0.1-
0.25 

Subsoil layer for site area. Consisted of light-mid brown 
silty clay with stone inclusions. 

102 Layer       Natural substrate for site area. Consisted of a mix of 
yellow-orange sandy gravel and patches of red clay with 
small stones throughout. 

103 VOID         
104 VOID         
105 Fill 1.54 0.75 0.34 Fill of a small pit cut by southern edge of site area. 

Consisted of mid brown silty clay with small stones 
throughout. 

106 Cut 1.54 0.75 0.34 Cut for a small pit at the southern extent of the site area. 
One of a series of three similar pits on a curving north-
west to south alignment in this area. Consisted of steep 
sloping sides with a concave base. 

107 Fill 1.04   0.14 Fill of a shallow ditch. Consisted of mid brown silty clay 
with occasional small stone inclusions. 

108 Cut 1.04   0.14 Cut of a shallow north-east to south-west ditch, part of an 
enclosure of probable Iron Age date in this area. 
Consisted of shallow sloping sides with a flat base. 

109 Fill 2.1   0.08 Fill of a large, shallow north-east to south-west orientated 
ditch 110.  Consisted of light-mid brown compacted silty 
clay with small stone inclusion s throughout. Contained 
one fragment of probable Iron Age pottery. 

110 Cut 2.1   0.08 Cut of a large, shallow north-east to south-west orientated 
ditch. Part of an enclosure in this area of the site. 
Consisted of shallow sloping sides with a flat base. 
Contained one fragment of probable Iron Age pottery. 

111 Fill 0.71   0.23 Fill of enclosure ditch 112. Consisted of light-mid brown 
silty clay with small stone inclusions throughout. 

112 Cut 0.71   0.23 Cut of an enclosure ditch on an east-west orientation, one 
of a series of similar sections in this area of the site. 
Consisted of steep sloping sides with a flat base. 

113 VOID         
114 VOID         
115 Fill 0.53   0.3 Fill of enclosure ditch 116. Consisted of mid brown silty 

clay with small stone inclusions throughout. 
116 Cut 0.53   0.3 Cut of an east-west orientated enclosure ditch. Consisted 

of sharp to gradual sloping sides with a V-shaped profile. 
One of a series of similar sections in this area. 

117 Fill 1.06   0.41 Fill of enclosure ditch 118. Cut by small pit 120. 
Consisted of mid brown compacted silty clay with some 
charcoal inclusions.  

118 Cut 1.06   0.41 Cut of an east-west orientated enclosure ditch. Consisted 
of sharp to gradual sloping sides with a concave base. Cut 
by small pit 120 on its southern edge. 

119 Fill 0.6   0.42 Fill of a small pit 120. Consisted of mid brown silty clay 
with some small stone inclusions.  

120 Cut 0.6   0.42 Cut of a small sub-circular pit. Consisted of moderately 
sloping sides with a concave base. Cut enclosure ditch 
118 on its southern edge/ 

121 Fill 2.1   0.36 Fill of enclosure ditch 122. Consisted of mid-brown silty 
clay with small stones throughout. 

122 Cut 2.1   0.36 Cut of a north-east to south-west orientated enclosure 



Context 
no. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Max 
Depth
(m) 

Description 

ditch. Consisted of moderate sloping sides with a u-
shaped base. This section cut through a bulge/wider 
portion of the feature. 

123 Fill 0.74   0.2 Fill of enclosure ditch 124. Consisted of mid brown 
compact silty clay. 

124 Cut 0.74   0.2 Cut of enclosure ditch on a north-south orientation 
towards the eastern end of the site. Consisted of shallow 
sloping sides with a slightly u-shaped profile. 

125 Fill 1.14   0.34 Fill of enclosure ditch 126. Consisted of mid-red brown 
compacted silty clay with small stone inclusions 
throughout. 

126 Cut 1.14   0.34 Cut of a north-south orientated enclosure ditch. Consisted 
of moderately sloping sides with a slightly concave base.  

127 Fill 1.24   0.46 Fill of the corner of enclosure ditch 128. Consisted of mid 
brown silty clay with small stone inclusions throughout. 

128 Cut 1.24   0.46 Cut of enclosure ditch. Section through corner of feature 
at point where ditch turns from north to south into an east 
to west orientated feature. Consisted of steep sides with a 
concave-flat base. 

129 Fill 0.7   0.3 Fill of the butt-end of enclosure ditch 130. Consisted of 
mid-red brown compacted silty clay with some small 
stone inclusions. 

130 Cut 0.7   0.3 Cut of butt-end of east-west orientated enclosure ditch. 
Consisted of steep sides with a slightly concave base. 

131 Fill 2.0   0.43 Fill of enclosure ditch 132. Consisted of light-mid brown 
compacted silty clay with small stone inclusions 
throughout. Cut by ditch 134. 

132 Cut 2.0   0.43 Cut of enclosure ditch. Section though corner of feature at 
turn from north-south to east-west. Consisted of steep 
sloping sides with a concave base. Cut on the features 
southern edge by later enclosure ditch 134. 

133 Fill 0.7   0.2 Fill of enclosure ditch 134. Consisted of light-mid brown 
compact silty clay with some small stone inclusions. 

134 Cut 0.7   0.2 Cut of enclosure ditch on a north-east to south-west 
orientation. Consisted of moderately sloping sides with a 
u-shaped profile. Cuts enclosure ditch 132 on its southern 
edge. 

135 Fill 1.14   0.19 Fill of butt-end of enclosure ditch 136. Consisted of mid 
brown silty clay. 

136 Cut 1.14   0.19 Cut of the butt end of a north-east to south-west 
orientated enclosure ditch. Consisted of very shallow 
sloping sides with a slightly concave base. 

137 Cut 1.2   0.35 Cut of the butt-end of an east-west orientated ditch. 
Consisted of moderate sloping sides with a u-shaped 
profile. 

138 Fill 1.2   0.35 Fill of butt-end of enclosure ditch 137. Consisted of mid 
brown compact silty clay. 

139 Fill 1.36   0.4 Fill of enclosure ditch 140. Consisted of mid brown silty 
clay with small stone inclusions throughout. 

140 Cut 1.36    0.4 Cut of a north-south orientated enclosure ditch. Consisted 
of moderately sloping sides with a flat base. 

141 Fill 1.7   0.14 Fill of a shallow pit 142. Consisted of mid brown silty 
clay with small stone inclusions throughout. 

142 Cut 1.7   0.14 Cut of a shallow pit to the south of the excavation area. 
One of a series of three pits that form a possible curving 
north-west to south pit alignment. Consisted of shallow 
sides with a flat base. 

143 Fill 1.4   0.08 Fill of a shallow pit 144. Consisted of mid brown 



Context 
no. 

Type Width 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Max 
Depth
(m) 

Description 

compact silty clay with small stone inclusions throughout. 
144 Cut 1.4   0.08 Cut of a small shallow pit to the south of the excavation 

area. One of a series of three pits that form a possible 
curving north-west to south pit alignment. Consisted of 
shallow sides with a flat base. 

145 Fill 0.76   0.45 Fill of the butt-end of enclosure ditch 146. Consisted of 
light-mid brown silty clay. 

146 Cut 0.76   0.45 Cut of butt-end of east-west orientated enclosure ditch. 
Consisted of steep sides with a flat base. 

147 Fill 1.02 0.8 0.15 Fill of Pit 148. Consisted of mid-brown silty clay. 
148 Cut 1.02 0.8 0.15 Cut of a shallow pit. Consisted of shallow sides with a 

flat base. Adjacent to similar pit 150. 
149 Fill 0.4 0.3 0.18 Fill of a small pit 150. Consisted of mid brown silty clay. 
150 Cut 0.4 0.3 0.18 Cut of a small pit. Consisted of shallow sloping sides with 

a concave base. Adjacent to similar pit 148. 
151 Fill 0.68   0.48 Fill of enclosure ditch 152. Consisted of dark-mid brown 

silty clay. 
152 Cut 0.68   0.48 Cut of an east-west orientated enclosure ditch. Consisted 

of steep sides with a u-shaped profile. 



Appendix 2: Photographic Register 

No Contexts/description Facing Conditions 
1 General shot of site during strip South-east Sunny 
2 Shot of enclosure ditch during site strip East Sunny 
3 Shot of north-east area of the site during site strip North-east Sunny 
4 Shot of geological linear feature during site strip South-east Sunny 
5 Shot of site post-strip before excavation showing western end of enclosure 

area 
North Overcast 

6 Shot of site post-strip before excavation showing enclosure and potential 
secondary enclosure area 

North Overcast 

7 Shot of site post-strip before excavation showing eastern end of enclosure 
area 

North-east Overcast 

8 Shot of site post-strip before excavation showing western end of enclosure 
area 

North Overcast 

9 Pre-excavation shot of line of enclosure ditch  East Overcast 
10 Pre-excavation shot of line of enclosure ditch  East Overcast 
11 Shot of geological features after excavation East Sunny 
12 Shot of geological features after excavation South-east Sunny 
13 West facing section of Ditch 112 East Sunny 
14 East facing section of Ditch 112 West Sunny 
15 South-west facing section of Ditch 116 East Overcast 
16 East facing section of Ditch 116 West Overcast 
17 East facing section of Ditch 118 West Overcast 
18 East facing section of Ditch 118 West Overcast 
19 West facing section of Ditch 118 East Overcast 
20 South-west facing section of Ditch 122 North-east Overcast 
21 North-east facing section of Ditch 122 South-west Overcast 
22 South-west facing section of Ditch 128 North-east Overcast 
23 Oblique shot of Ditch terminus 130, North-east facing section South-west Overcast 
24 West facing section of Ditch 128 East Overcast 
25 General shot of Ditches 128 and 130 North-east Overcast 
26 South facing section of Ditch 126 North Overcast 
27 North facing section of Ditch 124 South Sunny 
28 South-east facing section of Ditch 132 North-west Overcast 
29 West facing section of Ditch 132 East Overcast 
30 Oblique shot of south-east facing section of Ditch 132 with Ditch 134 to 

the south 
West Sunny 

31 West facing section of Ditch 137 East Sunny 
32 South-west facing section of Ditch 140 North-east Sunny 
33 North facing section of Ditch terminus 136 South Overcast 
34 North facing section of Ditch 110 South Overcast 
35 East facing section of Pit 106 West Overcast 
36 South facing section of Ditch 108 North  Overcast 
37 East facing section of Pit 142 West Overcast 
38 East facing section of Pit 144 West Overcast 
39 East facing section of Ditch 146 terminus West Overcast 
40 South facing section of Pit 148 North  Sunny 
41 East facing section of Pit 150 West Sunny 
42 East facing section of Ditch 152 West Overcast 
43 General shot of site post-excavation showing enclosure area and small pit 

alignment 
North-west Overcast 

44 General shot of site post-excavation showing north-east area of site North-east Sunny 
45 General shot of site post-excavation showing enclosure area with Pit 144 

in foreground 
North Sunny 



No Contexts/description Facing Conditions 
46 Shot of pit alignment and enclosure area post-excavation North Overcast 
47 Shot of pit alignment and enclosure area post-excavation North Overcast 
48 General shot of site showing enclosure areas and pit alignment North-east Sunny 
49 General shot of site post-excavation showing Ditches 108 and 134 North-east Sunny 
50 Post-excavation shot of line of enclosure ditches 112, 116, 118, and 132 West Overcast 
51 Post-excavation shot of line of enclosure ditches 112, 116, 118, and 132 West Overcast 



Appendix 3: Drawing Register 

No. Sheet No. Scale Plan / Section Description/contexts 
1 1 1:10 S South-east facing section of 112 
2 1 1:10 S West facing section of Ditch 116 
3 2 1:20 S North facing section of 124 
4 2 1:20 S South facing section of 126 
5 2 1:20 S West facing section of 128 
6 2 1:20 S West facing section of 130 
7 1 1:10 S East facing section of Ditch 118 and Pit 120 
8 3 1:20 S South-east facing section of 132 and 134 
9 2 1:20 S South facing section of 128 

10 3 1:20 S South-west facing section of 140 
11 3 1:20 S South-east facing section of Ditch 146 
12 3 1:20 P Plan of Ditch 146 terminus 
13 4 1:20 P Plan of Ditch 140 
14 4 1:20 P Plan of Ditch 132 and Ditch 134 
15 4 1:20 P Plan of Ditch 118 and Pit 120 
16 3 1:20 P Plan of Ditch 136 Terminus 
17 3 1:20 P Plan of Pit 106 
18 3 1:20 P Plan of Pits 148 and 150 
19 5 1:10 S East facing section of Put 144 
20 5 1:10 S East facing section of Pit 142 
21 5 1:10 S East facing section of Pit 106 
22 5 1:20 P Plan of Ditch 137 
23 5 1:10 S West facing section of Ditch 137 
24 5 1:50 P Plan of Ditches 126, 128 and 130 
25 6 1:20 P Plan of Ditch 124 
26 6 1:20 P Plan of Ditch 116 
27 6 1:20 P Plan of Ditch 126 
28 6 1:20 P Plan of Pit 142 
29 6 1:20 P Plan of Ditch 152 
30 6 1:20 P Plan of Ditch 112 
31 6 1:20 P Plan of Pit 144 
32 1 1:20 S North-east facing section of Ditch 122 
33 1 1:20 S South facing section of Ditch 110 
34 1 1:20 S North facing section of Ditch 108 
35 1 1:20 S North facing section of Ditch 136 
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Summary 

An archaeological evaluation consisting of trial trenching and a geophysical survey was 
undertaken by CFA Archaeology Ltd on land at Field Lane, South Elmsall, West Yorkshire 
during July of 2013. The geophysical survey identified anomalies consistent with 
archaeological features. Subsequently 13 trenches were excavated and a possible Iron 
Age/Romano-British enclosure and associated features recorded.  No finds were recovered. 

1.� INTRODUCTION

This report presents the results of an archaeological evaluation and geophysical survey 
undertaken by CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) on behalf of Adcrofts Amusements during July 
of 2013, prior development on land at Field Lane, South Elmsall, West Yorkshire. The 
proposed development is for the installation of residential caravans, new access, an access 
road and landscaping. (ref. 11/00790/FUL). All work was undertaken in accordance with a 
specification issued by the West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service (WYAAS, 
Appendix 4). The CFA code and number for the project is FLAN/2115. 

1.1 Site Location and Description 

The site consists of a rectangular parcel of land to the east of South Elmsall and south-east of 
the Dale Lane Industrial Estate (Fig. 1, NGR SE 4887 1170). The site is bounded to the north 
by Field Lane, and to the south, east and west by fields. The site gently slopes from north to 
south and is currently used as grass pastureland for the upkeep of livestock. The height AOD 
at the northern end of the site is 42.04m, with a height of 41.06m AOD at the southern end. 
There were no overhead cables or underground services within the area. 

The soils of the area are variable and are described as ‘glacio-fluvial deposits of loam to silty’ 
(NERC 2013). The geology of the area consists of ‘Cadeby Formation- Dolostone (BGS 
2013).

1.2 Archaeological and Historical Background 

Aerial photography undertaken over the years in the South Elmsall area has revealed a dense 
pattern of small field systems separated by track ways and paths. In general these field 
systems have proved to be of an Iron-Age or Romano-British origin in date; however, in the 
area around Field Lane and Doncaster Road some of these field systems have proved to be 
Bronze Age in date. 

The area around the proposed development site appears to have been a focal area of activity 
during the late Iron-Age. A large number of field systems were in use during this period, and 
excavations in the area have recorded a number of skeletons adjacent to ditches and track 
ways associated with these features. The field systems probably remained in use during the 
Romano-British period. 

During the medieval period the landscape around South Elmsall remained largely as fields 
used for farming, and the remains of ridge and furrow can be seen in aerial photography of 
the area.
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By the mid 1800’s South Elmsall was still a fairly rural settlement, but limestone quarrying in 
the area changed this, with a number of quarries opening up at this time. The start of mining 
at the Frickley Colliery in 1903 provided work in the area for a number of people, and as a 
consequence the size and character of the village changed with a number of new shops, 
houses and schools being built to serve the needs of the new workforce. 

1.3 Previous Archaeological work  

The proposed development site lies within an area well known to contain archaeological 
deposits associated with the Iron Age or Romano-British period. 

Aerial photography of the area has shown large areas of cropmarks around Field Lane and 
Doncaster Road. These cropmarks consist of ditches, pits, lanes, enclosures and field systems 
which probably date to the late prehistoric or Romano British period. 

Between 1997 and 1999 a series of archaeological investigations were undertaken on land 
between Field Lane and Doncaster Road in advance of construction of the current industrial 
estate which lies to the immediate north and north-east of the proposed development site. 
During these investigations a number of differing features were identified and excavated 
including Bronze Age roundhouses and associated structures. In addition to this five Iron Age 
enclosures were also excavated, along with field systems and track ways. 

Aerial photography shows that cropmarks of features associated with those mentioned above 
in the field immediately adjacent to the proposed development site, and suggests that these 
features continued into the proposed site.

1.4 Project Aims and Objectives 

In accordance with the specification produced by Rebecca Remmer of the West Yorkshire 
Archaeology Advisory Service (Appendix 4) the general objective was to ‘gather sufficient 
information to establish the extent, condition, character and date (as far as circumstances 
permit) of any archaeological features and deposits within the proposed development area, 
and to record at an appropriate level, archaeological features encountered in the excavation 
trenches’. 
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2.� WORKING METHODS 

2.1 Monitoring 

The project was monitored by Rebecca Remmer of the West Yorkshire Archaeology 
Advisory Service (WYAAS), who was kept informed of developments on site and visited the 
site for the purpose of monitoring the fieldwork on 2 July 2013. At the meeting it was further 
work in terms of an ‘open area excavation’ were discussed. 

2.2 Geophysical Survey 

A local survey grid was set out using hand tapes and canes from a baseline established during 
the survey. The baseline and grid corners were then recorded using a Leica GS08 GPS system 
to locate them to OS national grid. The location data was then downloaded and imported into 
AutoCad to allow the gradiometer data to be positioned correctly. 

The survey was carried out according to the survey specifications as detailed by CFA 
Archaeology Ltd. The survey utilised a Bartington Grad 601-2magnetic gradiometer using 
the dual-sensor configuration. Readings were taken, on the 100nT range (0.1nT sensitivity), 
at 0.25m intervals on zig-zag traverses 1m apart within a 30m by 30m grid. The instrument 
was checked for electronic and mechanical drift at a common point regularly. 

A small amount of data processing was undertaken on the collected data in order to better 
distinguish anomalies, without distorting the data or creating processing artefacts. All 
processes were carried out within Geoplot 3.0 program by a trained operative after the raw 
data had been downloaded and reviewed. 

The processing flow followed in this survey was as follows: 

Clip: -10nT �	20nT
DeStagger �	+2 [34-78 DS] 
De-spike: Threshold = 2.5SD, replacement = mean 
Zero Mean Traverse: No Thresholds 
Low Pass Fiiter X=4, Y=1 
Interpolate x2 (Y Direction)

2.3 Trenching 

Trenches were positioned across the site to test geophysical anomalies identified by the 
survey undertaken before the start of the evaluation. 

Trenches were accurately surveyed using industry standard surveying equipment. All 
machining was undertaken using a toothless ditching bucket under constant archaeological 
supervision. Topsoil and other overburden was removed by machine down to the top of 
natural subsoil or the first significant archaeological horizon, whichever was encountered 
first.  

The topsoil and subsoil were separated during the excavation and trenches were backfilled 
upon completion of necessary work. Trenches were only backfilled on completion of 
recording and with the consent of WYAAS. 
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The spoil was scanned for artefacts during machine excavation, the trenches were then 
cleaned as necessary and the location of all features and deposits recorded at a scale of 1:50. 
A representative sample of linear features was excavated (typically 1m per section). Discrete 
features were sampled at a minimum of 50%.  

All archaeological remains were recorded by means of photographs, drawings and written 
records conforming to IfA standards (1994) and CFA’s quality manuals. All features were 
planned and drawn in section at an appropriate scale (normally 1:10, 1:20 or 1:50). All plans 
and sections were related in height to the ordnance datum. The photographic record consists 
of accurately recorded digital photographs. 

Environmental samples were taken as necessary from significant archaeological deposits in 
accordance with current English Heritage guidelines (EH 2011), and generally samples were 
to be taken from a representative sample of features and from securely stratified primary 
deposits along with any other deposits identified as showing palaeo-environmental potential. 
This was to be informed by the professional judgement of the archaeologist on site in 
conjunction with CFA’s environmental specialists and the WYAAS advisor. 

Modern finds were recorded on site but not retained unless they were from stratigraphically 
significant deposits or intrinsically significant, all other finds were to be retained for post-
excavation assessment. The requirements of the 1996 Treasure Act (with subsequent 
amendments) were accorded with. 

2.4 Standards and Guidance 

CFA Archaeology is a registered organisation (RO) with the Institute for Archaeologists 
(IfA). All work was conducted in accordance with relevant IfA Standards and Guidance 
documents (IfA 1994), English Heritage Guidance (EH 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008a and 2008b), 
CFA’s standard methodology and the terms of the specification issued by WYAAS. 

2.5 Archiving 

The project archive, comprising all CFA record sheets, finds, plans and reports, will be 
prepared to current guidelines (Brown 2011) ensuring the proper transfer of ownership. The 
project report shall include an index to the site archive and all digitally generated data. The 
archive will be retained by CFA until being deposited at a suitable repository.  
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3.� RESULTS 

3.1 Geophysical Survey 

The processed data from the gradiometer survey is presented in Fig. 2a. Despite the ferrous 
contamination, many of the anomalies discussed below can plainly be seen in the raw data. 

Geophysical and archaeological interpretation of gradiometer results is shown in Fig. 2b. The 
anomalies discussed below have been labelled in this figure. 

A.  Anomaly A is a well defined positive recti-linear feature that runs roughly east-west 
across the northern part of the site before turning north. It appears to be the southern element 
of a rectilinear feature, with the linear turning northwards at both east and west ends of the 
feature. The anomaly has a positive magnetic gradient and may represent a feature filled with 
a more magnetic material, such as topsoil or burnt material. It is possible that there are two 
breaks in the southernmost line of the feature, but this may also be an artefact of data 
collection. 

B.  To the south east of Feature A, some weaker positive features have been identified 
that may also correspond to some form of filled features such as a ditch or gully. 

C.  Several linear anomalies have been identified across the survey area aligned NNW-
SSE. It is most likely that these represent ploughing activity pertaining to previous land-use, 
although it is impossible to assess whether this relates to medieval/post-medieval agriculture 
or more recent activity. 

D.  This area of positive enhancement may represent a dump of more magnetic material, 
possibly of an archaeological origin. Assuming a typical magnetic susceptibility level of the 
soil, the amplitude of the anomaly indicates a lower level of enhancement such as that of 
enhanced topsoil or ash rake out from afire, rather than, higher levels commonly associated 
with kilns or furnaces. 

E.  This area (Anomaly E) of scattered low-level dipolar responses corresponds to a 
visibly raised ridge of ground within the field. These low level responses may indicate a 
history of burning or an admixing of fired and ferrous material. The association of anomalies 
D and E may indicate an anthropogenic origin. The presence of linear plough marks cutting 
through the feature indicate that it is likely to have been formed prior to the ploughing 
activity evidenced by these marks. 

F.  This is an area of positive magnetic gradient, around 5-10 nT with a central area of 
readings approaching the mean (around 1nT). This may represent an area of enhanced 
material around a non-enhanced central area. The amplitude would again indicate the range 
of material such as enhanced top soil or ash rather than industrial debris. 

G.  This linear may represent a continuation of those to the north (B) or possibly a 
separate feature. Alternatively this might be a series of smaller point enhancements possibly 
associated with anomaly F. 
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H.  A positive linear feature aligned east-west with a scatter of negative magnetic material 
(with some positive elements) to the north may indicate a smaller feature similar to Anomaly 
E, or some other mixed deposit. 

I.  Two other features of note have been identified as discrete weakly positive magnetic 
anomalies. These may indicate features filled with magnetically enhanced soil. The low level 
of magnetism suggests that they are not caused by ferrous material. 

Discussion 

Ferrous contamination was present across the site in the form of ferrous litter, animal feeders, 
farm equipment, temporary metal sheds and stables. These prevented full survey of the 
southern part of the site as elevated magnetic values impeded data collection in this area. A 
scatter of discrete ferrous items has been identified across the site – several of these, but not 
all, are shown on the drawings. It is probable that these are, in the main, surface or near-
surface contamination such as bits of iron or brick, many of these were noted on the ground 
as the survey was carried out. Two discrete positive features (I) have been identified, 
however, that do not appear to be ferrous in origin and these may be worthy of investigation. 

Despite the high levels of ferrous contamination, several features of possible significance 
were located. A rectilinear feature (A) at the northern end of the site was located, and this 
may indicate some form of enclosure or boundary related to past land use. Some other faint 
positive features (B) just south of this feature may also indicate soil-filled features such as 
ditches.

Two features indicating anomalies with an elevated magnetic response were identified (C & 
E) – these may indicate features with a high ferrous content or consisting of fired material. 
One of these features (C) was located within a scatter of low level dipolar magnetic responses 
(E). This area corresponds to a visibly raised ridge of ground within the field. These low level 
responses may indicate a history of burning or admixing of fired and ferrous material. 

Linear anomalies identified aligned NNW-SSE are likely to indicate the remains of ridge and 
furrow cultivation across the site. These anomalies are aligned with current field boundaries 
and probably relate to fairly recent land use; however as they only identifiable in a few areas, 
it is not impossible that some of the remains may relate to medieval or post-medieval farming 
practices. 
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3.2 Evaluation Trenching 

A full list and description of contexts comprises Appendix 1. Tables listing all photographic 
and drawn records form appendices 2 and 3. A table summarising all results by trench forms 
is below (Table 1). 

Trench
No. 

Trench Size 
(m) 

Depth of 
Topsoil 
(m) 

Description 

1 32 x 1.7 0.25-0.3 Natural substrate was a yellow sand and stone with patches of red 
boulder clay in places. Trench itself was generally flat and formed a ‘T’-
shape with Trench 2. Contained Enclosure Ditch 109 towards its 
southern end. 

2 30 x 1.7 0.2-0.25 Natural substrate as per Trench 1. Trench itself was generally flat and 
formed a ‘T’-shape with Trench 1. Contained Enclosure Ditch 111 and 
small Pit 113. 

3 30 x 1.7 0.3 Natural substrate as per Trench 1.  Trench gently sloped from south-
north. Contained Enclosure Ditch 105/107 and a number of geological 
features. 

4 30 x 1.7 0.3 Natural substrate as per Trench 1. Trench was generally flat and 
contained shallow Ditch 115. 

5 30 x 1.7 0.3 Natural substrate as per Trench 1. Trench itself gently sloped from north-
south. No archaeology was present within this trench. 

6 30 x 1.7 0.3 Natural substrate was a yellow-grey sand and stone. Trench was 
generally flat. No archaeology was recorded within this trench. 

7 25 x 1.7 0.2 Natural substrate was only reached at the eastern end of the trench and 
consisted of yellow silt and stone. Up to 0.8m of colluvium was 
overlying the natural substrate along the majority of the trench. No 
archaeology was recorded within this trench. 

8 27.5 x 1.7 
main 
4.5 x 2 
extension 

0.2 Natural substrate was a yellow-grey sand and stone with patches of red 
boulder clay in places. Trench was extended to determine line and form 
of excavated ditch. Trench sloped from centre of the trench to both the 
north and south. Contained Ditch 116. 

9 30 x 1.7 
main 

4.75 x 4.75 
extension 

0.15-0.2 Natural substrate as per Trench 8. Trench was extended to determine the 
form and line of an excavated gully. Trench itself gently sloped form 
south-north. No archaeology was recorded in this trench, although there 
were a number of geological features/depressions. 

10 30 x 1.7 0.2-0.28 Natural substrate as per Trench 8. Trench sloped from west to east, with 
the eastern end deeper than the west. No archaeology was recorded 
within this trench. 

11 26 x 1.7 0.25 Natural substrate was a yellow sand and stone. Trench sloped gently 
from east-west. No archaeology was recorded within this trench. 

12 30 x 1.7 0.2-0.3 Natural substrate was a yellow sand and stone with patches of red 
boulder clay in places. Northern end of the trench showed 0.6m+ of 
colluvial material overlying the natural substrate. Trench sloped from 
south-north. No archaeology was recorded within this trench. 

13 25 x 1.7 0.4 Natural substrate as per Trench 12. Trench sloped from north-south with 
0.8m+ of colluvial material overlying the natural substrate at the 
southern end of the trench. No archaeology was recorded within this 
trench. 

Table 1: Trench Summary 

A total of 13 trenches were excavated. Trench 11 was moved in location from the southern 
end of the site area due to the presence of livestock and modern farming debris, while Trench 
13 was moved slightly to the north from its original position to avoid an area of deep 
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colluvial stratigraphy. Trenches 8 and 9 were extended to test the extent and direction of 
features identified within the original trench. 

The natural substrate for the area under investigation was yellow sand and stone with areas of 
sterile red clay in places (102). Towards the centre of the site, and recorded within Trench 7, 
the northern end of Trench 12, and the southern end of Trench 13, was a red-brown 
colluvium deposit that was 0.5-0.9m in depth (103). 

The geophysical survey of the area suggested that extensive features including possible 
enclosures may be present towards the northern end of the site. After the evaluation 
excavation of the trenches targeted on these anomalies it appeared that this was the case, with 
one probable enclosure becoming apparent as well one small pit that was likely associated 
with the activities related to the enclosures use. 

The enclosure was located around trenches 1, 2 and 3 consisted of a series of ditches forming 
a roughly rectangular feature with an internal area of c.1500 square meters in size within the 
area defined by the site. Towards the western extent of the enclosure, the ditch was deep and 
steep sided, with a ‘U’-shaped profile (105, 107, Plates 1 and 2) and a fill that contained 
some degraded animal bone (104), with the ditch itself on a rough north-south orientation and 
measuring up to 0.58m deep by 1.1 m in width. 

The ditches at the southern extent of the enclosure became shallower and more ‘V’-shaped in 
profile (111, Plate 3) and were on a slight north-east to south-west orientation, with sections 
in Trench 1 at the eastern end of the southern enclosure ditch (109, Plate 4) 0.28m deep by 
0.64m in width. One internal feature, a small, shallow pit (113) was also excavated towards 
the centre of the southern extent of the enclosure, while to the south-west of the enclosure, 
and within Trench 4, a shallow north-south ditch (115) was excavated.

Towards the southern end of the site the geophysics survey suggested that there was potential 
archaeology surviving in the form of a number of linear features. Excavation within Trench 8 
revealed a ditch (116, Plate 5) with a slight curve in orientation from north to south-west, a 
steep-sided feature with a concave base measuring 1.58m in width by 0.5m in depth. 
Geophysics interpretation of a similar ditch to the east proved on excavation to be part of a 
large geological feature in this area. 

No features were recorded within trenches 5-7 and 9-13, with geophysical anomalies in these 
areas proving to be changes in the natural or geological depressions in the underlying 
topography (Plate 6). 

Discussion 

A number of the anomalies detected by the geophysical survey and depicted on aerial 
photography of the area were tested within the evaluation trenches during this evaluation. The 
large enclosure identified at the northern end of the site was confirmed to be present within 
trenches 1, 2 and 3, and although no ceramic dating evidence was recovered from this feature 
it is likely to be of Iron Age or Romano-British origin in date.
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Associated with this enclosure ditch was a small pit and a north-south aligned gully, and as 
these features were not identified within the interpretation of the geophysical survey, it is 
likely that a number of other similar features survive in the area. 

The anomalies identified within the geophysics as anomaly B proved to be geological 
changes in the natural subsoil in these areas, with the same applying for anomalies detected in 
the areas evaluated in Trench 6. 

The anomaly marked as E in the geophysics interpretation towards the centre of the site 
proved to be an area of deep colluvium upon evaluation, with Trench 7, the northern end of 
Trench 12, and the southern end of Trench 13 all containing varying levels of this material 
overlying the natural substrate. 

The anomalies marked with the areas evaluated by trenches 8 and 9 proved to differ from the 
interpretation of the survey after evaluation. In Trench 8 a ditch of undetermined date was 
present, but here it was on a rough north-south alignment rather than the east-west depicted in 
the geophysical survey, and may be indicative of other features in the area not detected by the 
geophysics. Within Trench 9 the possible archaeological anomaly noted on the survey 
interpretation proved to be part of a larger geological depression of material in this area. 

4.� CONCLUSION 

The evaluation and geophysical survey undertaken at Field Lane, South Elmsall has 
identified surviving archaeological remains of potential Iron-Age or Romano-British origin in 
date. In particular the northern extent of the proposed development area has high potential for 
further surviving features associated with the enclosure ditch recorded during this evaluation 
and may require further investigation. 

Earlier evaluations undertaken at land adjacent to the proposed development site recorded 
finds of Bronze Age roundhouses and Iron Age enclosures, and it is likely that the enclosure 
indentified during this evaluation is part of the same series of structures and field systems. 

The presence of surviving archaeology towards the southern end of the proposed 
development site is also significant, and although undated by material finds, it is impossible 
to rule out a similar date to the feature as to those of the potential enclosures identified to the 
north.
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Appendix 1: Context Summary 

Context  Trench/es Type Width 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Max Depth 
(m) 

Description 

100 All Layer     0.2-0.35 Dark brown organic silty clay. Topsoil for 
the majority of the site. 

101 All Layer     0.05-0.15 Light brown silty clay band of subsoil 
present in some areas of the site. 

102 All Layer       Yellow-grey sand and stone natural, with 
some areas of red boulder clay. Natural 
substrate layer for the majority of the site. 

103 7,12 and 13 Deposit     0.5-0.85 Dark red-brown silty sand colluvium 
deposit. Sterile and no finds recovered. 

104 3 Fill 1.08   0.60 Fill of Ditch 105. Dark brown silty clay fill 
of a shallow ditch, with stones throughout. 
Some degraded animal bone recovered. 
Equivalent to 106. 

105 3 Cut 1.08   0.60 Cut of enclosure ditch. Ditch on a north-
west to south-east alignment, consists of 
steep sloping sides with a 'U'-shaped profile. 

106 3 Fill  >0.60   0.38 Fill of Enclosure Ditch 107. A mid brown 
clay-sand with charcoal fragments and some 
small stones throughout. Equivalent to 104. 

107 3 Cut >0.60   0.38 Cut of enclosure ditch. Ditch itself on a 
north-south alignment and this section 
represents the turn of the feature to the 
north-west. Consisted of steep sloping sides 
with a 'U'-shaped profile. 

108 1 Fill 0.66   0.28 Fill of Enclosure Ditch 109. A red-brown 
clay-sand with occasional small stone 
inclusions throughout.  

109 1 Cut 0.66   0.28 Cut of enclosure ditch. Ditch on a north-east 
to south-west orientation and consists of 
moderately sloping sides with a 'U'-shaped 
profile. 

110 2 Fill 1.05   0.38 Fill of Enclosure Ditch 111. A red-brown 
clay-sand with occasional stone inclusions 
throughout.  

111 2 Cut 1.05   0.38 Cut of enclosure ditch. Ditch on a north-east 
to south-west orientation and consists of 
moderately sloping sides with a 'V'-shaped 
profile. 

112 2 Fill >0.46 c.0.6 0.22 Fill of Pit 113. A red-brown sandy clay with 
small stone inclusions throughout.  

113 2 Cut >0.46 c.0.6 0.22 Cut of pit. Located to the north of enclosure 
and consisted of irregularly sloping sides 
with a rounded base. 

114 4 Fill >2   0.12 Fill of Ditch 115. A red-brown sandy clay 
with small stones throughout. Compacted. 

115 4 Cut >2   0.12 Cut of ditch. Ditch on a north-west to south-
east orientation and consists of shallow sides 
with a flat base. Possible remains of a early 
plough furrow. 

116 8 Cut 1.56   0.52 Cut of ditch. Ditch on a rough north-south 
orientation with a slight curve to the south-
west at the southern end. Consists of steep 
sides with a concave base and a 'U'-shaped 
profile. 

117 8 Fill 1.56   0.52 Fill of Ditch 117. A grey-brown silty sand 
with small stone inclusions throughout, and 



Context  Trench/es Type Width 
(m) 

Length 
(m) 

Max Depth 
(m) 

Description 

larger sub-angular stones towards the base 
of the feature. 

118 9 Cut 0.98   0.08 Cut of gully through geological depression. 
Shallow and with a flat base. Originally 
thought to be an archaeological feature but 
later investigation proved to be part of a 
large geological anomaly. Equivalent to 
120. 

119 9 Fill 0.98   0.08 Fill of gully through geological feature. A 
grey-brown sandy silt. Equivalent to 121. 

120 9 Cut 2.3 5   Cut of large geological depression. 
Equivalent to 118.  

121 9 Fill 2.3 5   Fill of large geological depression. 
Equivalent to 119. 



Appendix 2: Photographic Register 

No Contexts/description Facing Conditions 
1 Plan shot of Trench 5 after strip, looking north North Sunny 
2 Plan shot of Trench 4 after strip, looking west West Sunny 
3 Plan shot of Trench 6 after strip, looking east East Sunny 
4 Plan shot of Trench 1 after strip, looking south South Sunny 
5 Plan shot of Trench 2 after strip, looking west West Sunny 
6 Plan shot of Trench 3 after strip, looking south South Sunny 
7 Plan shot of Trench 8 after strip, looking north North Sunny 
8 Plan shot of Trench 8 after strip, looking south South Sunny 
9 Plan shot of Trench 9 after strip, looking north North Overcast 
10 Plan shot of Trench 9 after strip, looking south South Overcast 
11 Plan shot of Trench 10 after strip, looking west West Overcast 
12 Plan shot of Trench 10 after strip, looking east East Overcast 
13 Plan shot of Trench 11 after strip, looking east East Overcast 
14 Plan shot of Trench 11 after strip, looking west West Overcast 
15 Plan shot of Trench 12 after strip, looking north North Overcast 
16 Plan shot of Trench 12 after strip, looking south South Overcast 
17 Plan shot of Trench 13 after strip, looking south and showing colluvial 

deposits in this area 
South Overcast 

18 Plan shot of Trench 7 after strip, looking west and showing depth of 
colluvium in this area 

West Overcast 

19 Trench 13 geological feature below colluvial layer South-east Overcast 
20 Trench 4, Ditch 115 north-facing section South Overcast 
21 Trench 2, Ditch 111 south-west facing section North-east Overcast 
22 Trench 1, Ditch 109 oblique shot of east facing section North-west Overcast 
23 Trench 1, Ditch 109 east facing section West Overcast 
24 Trench 3, Ditch 105 north-west facing section South-east Overcast 
25 Trench 3, Ditch 107 north facing section South Overcast 
26 Trench 3, Ditch 107 east facing section West Overcast 
27 Trench 8, Ditch 116 east facing section West Overcast 
28 Trench 8 extension showing line of Ditch 116 East Overcast 
29 Plan shot of Trench 8 after strip, looking north North Overcast 
30 Plan shot of centre of Trench 8 showing Ditch 116 and line of feature 

through trench extension 
North Overcast 

31 Plan shot of Trench 9 after strip, looking north North Overcast 
32 Plan shot of Trench 9 extension after strip and showing large geological 

depression 
West Overcast 

33 Trench 3, shot of sondage through geological feature West Overcast 
34 Trench 3, plan shot of trench showing line of enclosure ditch down western 

edge, with Ditch 105 in foreground 
North-west Overcast 

35 Trench 9, section through geological gully 118 North-west Sunny 
36 Trench 9, plan shot of extension showing large geological depression North-west Sunny 
37 Trench 9, plan shot of extension showing large geological depression and 

section through associated gully 118 
North-west Sunny 

38 Trench 9, oblique shot of section through geological pit/depression South-west Sunny 
39 Trench 9, oblique shot of section through geological pit/depression South-east Sunny 
40 Trench 9, shot of section through geological pit/depression South Sunny 
41 General shot of backfilled trenches post excavation South Sunny 
42 General shot of backfilled trenches post excavation South Sunny 



Appendix 3: Drawing Register 

No. Sheet No. Scale Plan / Section Description/contexts 
1 1 1:50 Plan Plan of Trench 3, southern end 
2 1 1:20 Section North facing section of Ditch 107 
3 1 1:20 Section South-west facing section of Ditch 109 
4 1 1:20 Section South-west facing section of Ditch 111 
5 1 1:20 Section South-east facing section of Ditch 105 
6 1 1:50 Plan Trench 1 plan, southern end 
7 1 1:50 Plan Plan of western end of Trench 2 
8 1 1:20 Section North-west facing section of Pit 113 
9 2 1:50 Section North-east facing section of Ditch 116 

10 2 1:20 Section South-east facing section of Ditch 118 
11 2 1:50 Plan Plan of Trench 8, middle section 
12 2 1:50 Plan Plan of Trench 9, middle section 
13 3 1:50 Plan Plan of Trench 4, middle section 
14 3 1:20 Section North facing section of Ditch 115 
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An archaeological evaluation consisting of trial trenching and a geophysical survey was undertaken by 
CFA Archaeology Ltd on land at Field Lane, South Elmsall, West Yorkshire during July of 2013. The 
geophysical survey identified anomalies consistent with archaeological features. Subsequently 13
trenches were excavated and a possible Iron Age/Romano-British enclosure and associated features 
recorded.  No finds were recovered. 
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