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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 General 
 
A watching brief was undertaken on 30th July 2018 at Dumbarton Castle, West 
Dunbartonshire (NGR: NS 40086 74490), a Property in Care, (PIC120), in the 
ownership of Historic Environment Scotland. The watching brief was required to 
monitor ground breaking works for the insertion of earth terminals for a new lightning 
conductor to be placed to the exterior of the curtain wall adjacent to the ‘Pepper Pot’ 
(See Fig. 1). 
 
A Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for the work, dated 26th February 2018, was 
produced by CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) and approved by Historic Environment 
Scotland (HES) in advance of the works.  
 
1.2 Background 
 
Dumbarton Castle overlooks the confluence of the River Leven with the River Clyde, 
around ¾ mile SE of Dumbarton town centre. The royal fortress has a documented 
history reaching back to the 13th century, but Dumbarton Rock itself, the volcanic plug 
of basalt on which it stands, has a history of human occupation reaching back 
considerably further. From at least the 5th century AD until the 11th century it was 
known variously as Alt Clut, ‘Clyde Rock’, and Dùn Breatann, ‘Fort of the Britons’, 
an important focal place of the independent British kingdom of Strathclyde which 
emerged from the ashes of the Roman Empire to control west-central Scotland. 
 
In the later medieval period Dumbarton Rock became an important royal castle; Robert 
the Bruce died within its shadow, and the young sovereigns David II and Queen Mary 
both sheltered there until ships could take them to France and safety during Scotland’s 
long struggles with England. Thereafter, the Rock became a garrison fortress, its 
defences bristling with guns. It last saw military action as recently as World War II. 
Dumbarton Rock thus has a longer documented history as a stronghold than any other 
place in Scotland. 
 
Professor Leslie Alcock undertook a series of excavations at the site in 1974-75. These 
investigated selected areas on both summits of the Rock with a view to producing 
further insights into the history of Alt Clut, the Dark Age fortress of the Strathclyde 
Britons. Minor excavations and archaeological monitoring since this time have 
accompanied and informed a wide range of conservation works, including works to 
underpin the foundations of the French Prison. Masonry from the castle’s medieval 
gatehouse, demolished in advance of the 18th-century fortifications upgrade, was 
revealed close to the east wall of the Governor’s House in 1995 during the excavation 
of a cable trench. 
 
The 1974-5 excavations and subsequent work have demonstrated that the 
archaeological potential of the Rock remains high. As has been encountered at the 
castle rocks of Edinburgh and Stirling, continued military use and remodelling will 
have resulted in the levelling of certain areas, down to bedrock in some cases, but the 
infilling of other areas, with the result that important stratified deposits may well 
survive. 



MINA55/3784/1 4 CFA 

1.3 Aims and Objectives 
 
The objective of this programme of archaeological work was: 
 

 A watching brief during all ground breaking works undertaken for the 
installation of the lightning conductor 

 To mitigate the effects of construction on any archaeological deposits or 
features identified through their excavation and recording and produce a report 
on them. 

 
 
2. WORKING METHODS 
 
All work complied with the requirements of Historic Environment Scotland and was 
undertaken under the terms of the Minor Archaeological Services Call-off Contract. 
CFA followed the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct, Standards 
and Guidelines as appropriate. 
  
Due to the nature of the steep slope and sheer drop from Dumbarton Rock, the area of 
works to the exterior of the curtain wall was restricted to trained rope access personnel 
only. They worked under the direct supervision of an archaeologist whose access to the 
site was limited to the first level of the temporary scaffolding surrounding the ‘Pepper 
Pot’ (Fig. 2). 
 
Recording of all elements followed established CFA methods. 
 
The stratification of all excavated areas was recorded whether or not significant 
archaeological deposits were identified. 
 
 
3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS 
 
Two holes were excavated for the lightning conductor earthing terminal pads. These 
were both 0.5m by 0.5m and 0.4m deep (Fig. 3). They were parallel to the curtain wall, 
0.5m apart, and were 0.6m away from the curtain wall and 0.7m from the ‘Pepper Pot’.  
 
Both holes contained only topsoil, 001, and had no archaeological finds, deposits or 
structures within (Fig. 4). Natural was not reached in either hole and only topsoil was 
removed. 
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4. CONCLUSION 
 
A watching brief was carried out at Dumbarton Castle, West Dunbartonshire. The 
watching brief was required to monitor ground breaking works for the earth terminals 
of a new lightning conductor to be placed on the exterior of the curtain wall adjacent to 
the ‘Pepper Pot’. 
 
Two holes were excavated, both to a depth of 0.4m, and only topsoil was encountered. 
No archaeological features were uncovered. 
 
The project archive, comprising all CFA record sheets, maps and reports, will be 
deposited with the National Record for the Historic Environment (NRHE) and copies 
of reports will be lodged with the West Dunbartonshire Historic Environment Record. 
 
A summary statement will be submitted for publication in Discovery and Excavation 
in Scotland (Appendix 3) and will also be reported on through OASIS Scotland. 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX 1: Photographic Register 
 
Photo No. Summary description of subject Facing 
1 Hole 1 under excavation Downwards 
2 Hole 1 under excavation Downwards 
3 Hole 1 post excavation West 
4 Hole 1 post excavation Downwards 
5 Holes 1 and 2 post excavation with copper terminals inserted Downwards 
6 Holes 1 and 2 post excavation with copper terminals inserted Downwards 

 
 
APPENDIX 2: Context Register 
 
Context no. Fill of Trench Description 
001  All Dark brown topsoil 
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APPENDIX 3: Discovery and Excavation in Scotland Entry 
 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: West Dunbartonshire 

PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME:  Minor Archaeological Services Call-Off Contract: 
Dumbarton Castle 

PROJECT CODE: MINA55 

PARISH:  Dumbarton 

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR:  Graeme Carruthers 

NAME OF ORGANISATION:  CFA Archaeology Ltd 

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Watching Brief 

NMRS NO(S):  NS47SW 5 

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S):  Garrison, Castle, Fort 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  N/A 

NGR (2 letters, 6 figures) NS 40086 74490 

START DATE (this season) July 2018 

END DATE (this season) July 2018 

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.) None 

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 
DESCRIPTION:  

(May include information from other 
fields) 

A watching brief was carried out at Dumbarton Castle, West 
Dunbartonshire. The watching brief was required to monitor 
ground breaking works for the earth terminals of a new 
lightning conductor to be placed on the exterior of the 
curtain wall adjacent to the ‘Pepper Pot’. 
Two holes were excavated; both to a depth of 0.4m, still 
within the topsoil. No archaeological features were 
encountered.  

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  None 

CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS: None 

SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY:  Historic Environment Scotland  

ADDRESS OF MAIN 
CONTRIBUTOR:  

CFA Archaeology Ltd, Old Engine House, Eskmills Park, 
Musselburgh, EH21 7PQ. 

EMAIL ADDRESS: cfa@cfa-archaeology.co.uk 

ARCHIVE LOCATION 
(intended/deposited) 

Archive to be deposited with NRHE, reports lodged with 
West Dunbartonshire HER. 

 
 



The copyright in this document (including its electronic form) shall remain vested in CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) but the Client shall have a licence to copy and use the document for the purpose for which it was provided. CFA shall not be liable for the use by any person of this document for any purpose other than that for which the same was provided by CFA. This document shall not be reproduced in whole or in part or relied upon by third parties for any use whatsoever without the express written authority of CFA.

Drawn by:

Client:

Project:

Title:

Scale at A3:

Checked: Date:

Report No: Fig. No:

CFA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

The Old Engine House

Eskmills Park

T: 0131 273 4380
F: 0131 273 4381
info@cfa-archaeology.co.uk
www.cfa-archaeology.co.uk

Musselburgh
East Lothian,  EH21 7PQ

Key:

Trench Outline

A

Battery

Prince

Regents

Magazine
Double Wall

Site location and location of two 
excavation holes

Dumbarton Castle, West 
Dumbartonshire (PIC120) Lightning 
Conductor Installation Watching 
Brief

MP

Historic Environment Scotland

MJ

3784 1

07/08/2018

1:200

0 18m

Contains Historic Environment Scotland data 
© Historic Environment Scotland
© Crown copyright and database rights [2017] Ordnance 
Survey [100057073]. You are permitted to use this data solely 
to enable you to respond to, or interact with, the organisation
that provided you with the data. You are not permitted to 
copy, sub-licence, distribute or sell any of this data to third 
parties in any formHole 1

Hole 2



The copyright in this document (including its electronic form) shall remain vested in CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) but the Client shall have a licence to copy and use the document for the purpose for which it was provided. CFA shall not be liable for the use by any 
person of this document for any purpose other than that for which the same was provided by CFA. This document shall not be reproduced in whole or in part or relied upon by third parties for any use whatsoever without the express written authority of CFA.

Project:

Report No: Fig. No:

Drawn by: Checked: Date:CFA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD Client:
07/08/18The Old Engine House

Eskmills Park
Musselburgh
East Lothian,  EH21 7PQ

T: 0131 273 4380
F: 0131 273 4381
info@cfa-archaeology.co.uk
www.cfa-archaeology.co.uk

Dumbarton Castle, West Dumbartonshire (PIC120) Lightning Conductor Installation Watching Brief

3784 2-3

MP SWHistoric Environment Scotland

Fig. 2 - Rope access personnel working under archaeological supervision

Fig. 3 - Hole 1 post excavation showing topsoil, 001
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Fig. 4 - Holes 1 and 2 post excavation with lightning terminals inserted
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