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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 General 
 
Archaeological monitoring was required at Dundonald Castle, South Ayrshire (NGR: 
NS 3636 3415), a Property in Care in the guardianship of Historic Environment 
Scotland. An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during ground breaking 
works for the removal of redundant floodlighting. Work was undertaken under the 
terms of the Minor Archaeological Services Call-off Contract. 
 
1.2 Background 
 
The ruins of Dundonald Castle occupy a prominent position on the summit of a hill 
overlooking the village of Dundonald. 
 
The hilltop has been used for settlement since at least the Bronze Age, with major 
fortifications built in the Iron Age and Early Historic periods.  
 
The present castle comprises the well preserved remains of a 14th century tower house 
together with the remains of a barmkin enclosure and a later wing to the south.  
 
The main block is roughly rectangular in plan (17.9m by 12.1m within walls up to 
2.15m thick) and comprises three principal storeys with halls on the first and second 
floors. The tower house is unusual in that it comprises two feasting halls, one above 
the other, with originally, no residential provision. A wing was added on the south in 
the 15th century to provide additional private chambers and a prison. 
 
The castle appears to have been abandoned by the mid-17th century, with stone robbed 
to build nearby Auchans House at the same time. Further robbing and landscaping 
were carried out in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
 
1.3 Objectives 
 
The objectives of the programme of archaeological works were: 
 

 A watching brief during all ground breaking works undertaken for the removal 
of the lighting  

 To mitigate the effects of construction on any archaeological deposits or 
features identified through their excavation and recording and produce a report 
on them. 

 
 
2. WORKING METHODS 
 
2.1 General 
 
CFA Archaeology Ltd follows the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists’ Code of 
Conduct, Standards and Guidance. Recording of all elements followed established 
CFA methods. 
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2.2 Watching Brief 
 
All ground breaking work for the removal of the redundant floodlights was monitored 
by an appropriately qualified archaeologist.  
 
The aspects of the work monitored included: 
 

 Removal of the concrete block / slab bases of the floodlights 
 Cutting back of armoured cables below the bases in previously disturbed 

ground (c.200mm below ground surface) or pulling short length of cables out 
of ground to sever, leaving cables in situ with ends cut back below turf / gravel.  

 Pulling out of any local earth rods at light fitting positions or cutting off 
(c.200mm below ground surface) and leaving in situ. 

 
All excavation and on-site recording was carried out according to standard CFA 
procedures, principally by drawing, photography and the completing standard CFA 
record forms. 
 
 
3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS 
 
Floodlights 1-6 and 11 were all outwith the barmkin wall, with 7-10 on the interior of 
the castle (Fig. 1). The floodlights were bolted to concrete slabs (Fig. 2). The cables 
were not contained within ducting. 
 
The excavation at each location measured generally no more than 0.6m by 0.6m in size 
(Fig. 4-5), apart from the combined area of bases 9 and 10 (Fig. 3) which measured 
1.5m by 1m, and they were all no more than 0.2m in depth.  
 
The watching brief on the floodlight bases outwith the castle and base 9/10 within the 
barmkin wall revealed turf and topsoil only (001). Loose stone within a silty deposit 
(002) was noted below the topsoil within bases 1-4.  
 
Floodlights 7 and 8 within the barmkin revealed levelling deposits of gravel and sand 
below the slab (003). 
 
 
4. CONCLUSION 
 
The archaeological watching brief during the removal of floodlighting around and 
within Dundonald Castle revealed no archaeological features, deposits or artefacts. 
 
A summary statement will be submitted for publication in Discovery and Excavation 
in Scotland (Appendix 3) and will also be reported on through OASIS Scotland. 
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APPENDIX 1: PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTER 
 
Shot No. Summary description of subject Facing 
001 Plan of FL 10 W 
002 Pre ex of FL 7 N 
003 Pre ex of FL 8 N 
004 Plan of FL 7 N 
005 Plan of FL 8 N 
006 Plan of FL 11 NW 
007 Plan of FL 11 E 
008 Plan of FL 1 E 
009 Plan of FL 2 W 
010 Plan of FL 3 SE 
011 Plan of FL 4 W 
012 Plan of FL 4 W 
013 Plan of FL 5 W 
014 Plan of FL 6 W 

 
 
APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT REGISTER 
 
Context no. Fill of Type Description 
001  Deposit Topsoil 
002  Deposit Silty stony deposit 
003  Deposit Levelling Deposit of sand and gravel 
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APPENDIX 3: DISCOVERY AND EXCAVATION IN SCOTLAND ENTRY 
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PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME:  Dundonald Castle: Floodlighting Watching Brief 

PROJECT CODE: MINA71 

PARISH:  Dundonald 

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR:  Bethan Gray 

NAME OF ORGANISATION:  CFA Archaeology Ltd 

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Archaeological Watching Brief 

NMRS NO(S):  SM90112 

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S):  Castle  

SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  N/A 

NGR (2 letters, 6 figures) NS 3636 3415 

START DATE (this season) August 2018 
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PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.)  

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 
DESCRIPTION:  

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken at 
Dundonald Castle during the removal of redundant 
floodlighting. It revealed no archaeological features, 
deposits or artefacts. 
 

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  - 

CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS: - 

SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY:  Historic Environment Scotland  

ADDRESS OF MAIN 
CONTRIBUTOR:  

CFA Archaeology Ltd, Old Engine House, Eskmills Park, 
Musselburgh, EH21 7PQ. 

EMAIL ADDRESS: cfa@cfa-archaeology.co.uk 

ARCHIVE LOCATION 
(intended/deposited) 

Archive to be deposited with NRHE, reports lodged with 
South Ayrshire Council SMR. 
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Fig. 3 - Plan of Floodlight base 9/10
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Fig. 4 - Plan of Floodlight base 1

Fig. 5 - Plan of Floodlight base 4
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