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Summary 

The Aggregate Landscapes of Derbyshire and the Peak District Project is funded by 

Defra through the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund (ALSF) and delivered by English 

Heritage. The project has been undertaken by Derbyshire County Council (DCC), the 

Peak District National Park Authority (PDNPA) and Archaeological Research Services 

Ltd (ARS Ltd) with DCC as the lead partner. The HER Enhancement Project is 

concerned with enhancing and upgrading the historic environment records for the 

aggregate producing areas of Derbyshire and the Peak District. 

 

The HER enhancement component of the project was undertaken by a Project Officer 

from ARS Ltd, based at Derbyshire County Council.  The project’s start date was 14th 

May with enhancement work beginning on the 11th June 2007 and was completed by the 

7th March 2008.  The project has checked, corrected, refined and validated historic 

environment records which vary in date and type from Upper Palaeolithic findspots to 

20th century lead mining remains.  2977 records from 57 parishes within the Peak District 

National Park were enhanced.   
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Introduction 

 

The Aggregate Landscapes of Derbyshire and the Peak District Project aimed to: 

 

• Enhance the baseline HER data for the Carboniferous limestone aggregate areas 

so that it can be reliably used to inform mineral planning decisions 

• Enhance awareness of this work and make known any significant new findings  

• Provide the basis for a future project that seeks to significantly add to the data 

currently held on the HER through archaeological mapping from aerial 

photographs and to provide information on the archaeological associations of 

different landform units as well as the condition of preservation of archaeological 

remains within these units and the type of evaluation techniques that are most 

suitable 

• Provide a guidance tool specific to the needs of Derbyshire and the Peak District 

National Park.   

 

The wider project will assist in developing understanding by the aggregates industry, 

consultants, planners and archaeologists of the archaeological remains and historic 

environment associated with aggregate areas in the region.  It will also be used by the 

Developmental Control Officer at Derbyshire County Council, researchers, consultants 

and developers to assist with long-term aggregate planning in the region.   

The HER enhancement was undertaken according to the project design and specification 

outlined by Barrett, Smith and Waddington (2007, 11-14).  This report provides a brief 

overview of the results of the project.   

 

 

Project management 

The project was undertaken as a partnership between English Heritage, Derbyshire 

County Council (DCC), the Peak District National Park Authority (PDNPA) and 

Archaeological Research Services Ltd (ARS Ltd) with DCC as the lead partner.  The 

project was managed by Dr. Dave Barrett (DCC), Ken Smith (PDNPA) and Dr. Clive 

Waddington (ARS Ltd).  Alexandra Thornton, in her role as Project Officer, undertook 

the day to day co-ordination of the project. Gill Stroud, in her role as HER Officer 
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provided supervision and quality control checks.  Sarah Cole was the English Heritage 

ALSF Project Officer.  The project ran for a period of nine months. 

 

Background 

The East Midlands region is a major aggregate producing area in the country.  Derbyshire 

and the Peak District National Park are one of the richest areas for aggregate resources, 

providing crushed limestone and sandstone as well as sand, gravel and gritstone, and 

therefore this region is extremely important for the UK aggregates industry.   

 

The Derbyshire Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) was established in 1982 and covers 

the whole of the county of Derbyshire. Originally, it was founded as a paper record and 

was gradually digitised during the 1980s onto the Derbyshire County Council mainframe 

system. In c.1990, it was migrated onto the Oracle software, then in 1999 the data was 

migrated again into the Exegesis HBSMR software in conjunction with MapInfo.   

 

Through these various migrations, discrepancies and errors have been transposed into 

the data resulting in a lack of conformity with the current data standards established by 

MIDAS (A Manual and Data Standard for Monument Inventories) and the guidelines 

given in Informing the Future of the Past (Fernie and Gilman 2000). For instance, many paper 

records only had six figure grid references which are inadequate for the GIS and there 

are multiple, repetitive records for certain major monuments such as Arbor Low. These 

inaccuracies and inconsistencies need to be rectified to ensure that the HER can provide 

accurate baseline data. 

 

Archaeological background 

The Peak District National Park hosts a wide range of local, regional, national and 

internationally important archaeological remains. Upper Palaeolithic and Mesolithic 

artefacts were found at Fox Hole Cave in Hartington Middle Quarter. Neolithic sites 

include chambered cairns (e.g. Minning Low, Ballidon) and henge sites (e.g. Arbor Low, 

Middleton). Bronze Age remains include several hundred cairns and barrows (Barnatt 

1996) such as ‘The Folly’ platform cairn in Hope, Ringham Low in Over Haddon and 

Bole Hill round barrow in Wormhill.  Potential Late Bronze Age/Iron Age hillforts such 

as Mam Tor, Castleton also exist within this region.  There are numerous Romano-

British settlement and field systems (e.g. Chee Tor, Blackwell), remains of deserted 
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medieval villages (e.g. One Ash, Monyash) and medieval fortifications (e.g. Pilsbury 

Castle) within the Peak District National Park. Furthermore, the Derbyshire and Peak 

District areas contain more scheduled monuments per km² than any other area in the 

East Midlands (http://www.helm.org.uk/server/show/ConWebDoc.6273). In order to 

ensure the long term protection of such a vast array of important archaeological sites, an 

accurate HER is vital to underpin informed management of the region. 

 

Methods Statement 

The main problem with the records on the HER system which were added prior to 2000 

is that the various migrations have led to inconsistencies in the data and some of these 

records do not comply with the current data standards. The intention of the project was 

to edit and recast all the relevant records. In particular the aim was to correct, 

amalgamate and expand the records; incorporate un-digitised paper record forms and 

create polygons of the records in the MapInfo GIS system. 

 

The resources used to update the records were: 

• HER site files and library; 

• PDNA site files and library; 

• HER digital data; 

• PDNA digital data; 

• NMP data; 

• OS map data; 

• Aerial photographs; 

• Published sources; 

• Unpublished work; 

• Grey literature 

 

Dissemination 

The recast data has been made available to the Peak District National Park Authority for 

inclusion on their copy of the HBSMR. A leaflet summarising the results of the project 

has been created to inform the public and the aggregates industry of the enhancement 

work and a summary report will be published in ACID (Archaeology and Conservation 

in Derbyshire) magazine.  It is also intended that the HER will go online via the Heritage 
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Gateway.  A copy of this report has been supplied to the project partners (Derbyshire 

County Council, the Peak District National Park Authority, English Heritage and 

Archaeological Research Services Ltd). 

 

 

Summary of Project Results 

For the HER Enhancement project a total of 2977 records were enhanced within 57 

parishes of the Peak District National Park.  This will provide a firm basis for future 

enhancement of the record with currently undigitised information and data arising from 

future fieldwork and research. 
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