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Site location and description 
The properties proposed for demolition are located along the waterfront to the north of Long
Reach, on the south extent of Purfleet (fig 1). The site is centred on NGR TQ 55396 78122.
The site consists of three early-20th century worker’s cottages which run along the south side
of London road. 

Proposed work 
The proposed work comprises the demolition of 10-12 Botany Cottages. 

Historical background 
The  following  historical  background  draws  on  the  Essex  Historic  Environment  Record
(EHER),  held  at  Essex  County  Council,  County  Hall,  Chelmsford  and  accessed  via  the
Heritage Gateway: 

The Historic  Environment  Record (HER) shows that  the buildings 10-12 Botany cottages,
London  Road,  form  part  of  a  line  of  workers  cottages  which  exist  as  a  non-designated
heritage asset (EHER 40636). The buildings were built in 1905 but are first recorded on the
3rd edition Ordnance Survey map of the 1920’s (Map 1). These cottages were constructed for
the employees of the Steam Ship Owners Coal Association Ltd., as is attested by a large
plaque attached to the central gable bearing the initials SSOCA Ltd.

Map 1  1921 OS Map of Botany Cottages, Purfleet

Industrial sites and monuments such as there have been identified as facing a high rate of
loss  (through  redundancy,  conversion,  and  demolition)  in  Research  and  Archaeology:  A
framework  for  the  Eastern  Counties  2:  research  agenda  and  strategy (East  Anglian
Archaeology occasional paper 8, 2000). Built with Arts and Crafts influence, this asset is of
historical and social significance as a surviving example of a 20th century industrial workers
cottage.

Planning background 
The planning application is for the demolition of the buildings known as Derby House, 1-4
Railway Cottages & 10-12 Botany Cottages. The application was submitted to and validated
by Thurrock Council in September 2018.



In  response  to  this  application,  the  Historic  Environment  Advisor  (HEA)  of  Essex County
Council (ECC), on behalf of Thurrock Council, prepared a brief recommending that a Historic
England Level 2 building survey should be carried out on the Botany Cottages before any
development can occur.

This  recommendation  is  based  on  the  guidance  given  in  the  National  Planning  Policy
Framework (MHCLG 2018).

Colchester Archaeological Trust has prepared this Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) in
response to the HEA brief for submission to Thurrock Council Planning Department.

Any variations to this WSI will be agreed beforehand with the HEA.

Requirement for work 
The required archaeological work is for a level 2 historic building recording. Details are given
in a Project Brief written by the HEA (ECC 2018). 

The building recording will comprise a Historic England Level 2 survey of three industrial 
workers cottages.

The remains will be described, drawn and photographed. Specifically this will consider:

• Plan form of the site.

• Materials and method of construction.

• Date(s) of the structures.

• Function and internal layout.

• Original and later fixtures and fittings.

• Original and later phasing, additions and their effect on the internal/external fabric 

• The level of survival of the original fabric. 

• The significance of the site on a regional context.

Building recording methodology 
A Historic England Level 2 survey of the three houses at 10-12 Botany Cottages will be 
undertaken.

A documentary, cartographic and pictorial survey of the evidence pertaining to the history and
evolution of the properties will be made. Sources consulted will include:

• Essex Historic Environment Record.

• Essex Records Office.

• The site owner/developer.

A large-scale block plan will  be made of the site using existing architects’  drawings or the
current OS 1:2500 map extract.

Plans and elevations at a scale of 1:100 will be made of the buildings, tied into the descriptive
text and accompanying photographic record.

The  buildings  will  be  viewed,  described  and  photographed.  The  description  will  seek  to
address materials, dimensions, method of construction and phasing.

A full photographic record will be made comprising colour digital photographs. This record will
include both general shots and details of external and internal features (ie structural detail). A
photographic scale will  be included in the case of detailed photographs.  The photographic
record will be accompanied by a photographic register detailing (as a minimum) location and
direction of shot. 

The  completed  plans  will  be  clearly  annotated  to  show  the  location  and  orientation  of
photographs taken as part of the survey.



Fully  annotated photographic plates supporting the text will  be reproduced as colour laser
copies.

The guidelines contained in  Historic England: Understanding Historic Buildings. A guide to
good  recording  practice  (2016)  will  be  adhered  to.  In  addition,  RCHME:  Descriptive
Specification 3rd Edition, CIfA’s Standard and Guidance for the Archaeological Investigation
and Recording of Standing Buildings or Structures (2014) and the appropriate sections of the
Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (East Anglian Archaeology occasional
paper 14, 2003) and Research and Archaeology Revised: A Revised Framework for the East
of England (EAA 24, 2011) and Management of research projects in the historic environment
(MoRPHE) will be used for additional guidance in the design of the project specification, the
contents of the report, and for the general execution of the project. 

General methodology
All work carried out by CAT will be in accordance with: 

• professional  standards  of  the  Chartered  Institute  for  Archaeologists,  including  its
Code of Conduct (CIfA 2014a, b, c)

• Standards and Frameworks published by East Anglian Archaeology (Gurney 2003,
Medlycott 2011) 

• relevant Health & Safety guidelines and requirements (CAT 2018)

• the Project Brief issued by Historic Environment Advisor (ECC 2018)

A  project  or  site  code  will  be  sought  from  the  HEA  and/or  the  curating  museum,  as
appropriate to the project.  This code will  be used to identify  the project archive when it is
deposited at the curating museum.

At  the  start  of  work  (immediately  before  fieldwork  commences)  an  OASIS  online  record
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/  will  be  initiated  and  key  fields  completed  on  Details,
Location and Creators forms. At the end of the project all parts of the OASIS online form will
be completed for submission to EHER. This will  include an uploaded .PDF version of the
entire report. 

Staffing
The number of field staff for this project is estimated as follows: one CAT building recorder for
one day.

Results
Notification will be given to the HEA when the fieldwork has been completed. 

An  appropriate  archive  will  be  prepared  to  minimum  acceptable  standards  outlined  in
Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (Historic England 2015).

A report will be submitted within 4 months of the end of fieldwork, with a copy supplied to the
HEA as a PDF. 

The report will contain: 

• The aims and methods adopted in the course of the investigation.

• A brief history of the residential houses, including the development of the site, its original
design, date, the form and function of the buildings and any significant modifications.

• Location maps, plans and annotated drawings tied into the OS Grid.

• Labelled re-productions of a representative sample of the photographs.

• Detailed results including a suitable conclusion and discussion and results referring to 
Regional Research Frameworks (Medlycott 2011). 

• A concise non-technical summary of the project results.

Results will be published, to at least a summary level (i.e. round-up in Essex Archaeology &
History) in the year following the archaeological field work. An allowance will be made in the



project  costs  for  the  report  to  be  published  in  an  adequately  peer  reviewed  journal  or
monograph series.

Archive deposition 
It is a policy of Essex County Council that the integrity of the site archive be maintained (i.e.
records should be properly curated by a single organisation), with the archive available for
public  consultation.  To achieve this desired aim it  is  assumed that the full  archive will  be
deposited  in  Thurrock  Museum  unless  otherwise  agreed  in  advance.  (A  full  copy  of  the
archive shall in any case be deposited).

By accepting this WSI, the client agrees to deposit the archive at Thurrock Museum. 

The requirements for archive storage will be agreed with the curating museum. 

The archive will be deposited with Thurrock Museum within 3 months of the completion of the
final report, with a summary of the contents of the archive supplied to the HEA.

Monitoring
The HEA will be responsible for monitoring progress and standards throughout the project,
and will be kept regularly informed during fieldwork, post-excavation and publication stages.

Notification  of  the  start  of  work  will  be  given  to  the  HEA  one  week  in  advance  of  its
commencement.

Any variations in this WSI will be agreed with the HEA prior to them being carried out.
The HEA will be notified when the fieldwork is complete.

The involvement of the HEA will be acknowledged in any report or publication generated by
this project.
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