Colchester
Archaeological

Trust
ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORT
CAT Report 1471 Parish: Colchester
St Helena School Planning reference: 190581
Colchester OASIS ref.: colchest3-366605
Essex
Address: Grid Reference: TL 9878 2581
St Helena School Number of site visits: 1
Sheepen Road Dates of visit: 3rd September 2019
Colchester
Essex
CO3 3LE

Nature of the work: Searching through spoil for artefacts.

Reason for condition: The site lies within an area designated as a Scheduled Ancient Monument.

Results: The excavation of twelve test-pits to determine the presence of archaeological remains
prior to the erection of a free-standing canopy was due to be monitored by a CAT archaeologist.
Postholes were excavated in these locations without archaeological supervision, however, and so,
as a remedial measure, CAT archaeologists searched the spoil from the groundworks to recover
any artefacts.

Each of the postholes was approximately 0.3m by 0.3m and, according to the contractors who
carried out the work groundworks, were excavated to a depth of 0.4-0.6m. The spoil consisted of a
soft, dry light/medium grey/brown silty-sand which was presumably a levelling layer underlying the
tarmac surface of the playground, and so it appears that the groundworks did not penetrate beyond
modern horizons.
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Two sherds of Roman pottery, nineteen sherds of Roman and post-Roman brick and tile (including
a possible fragment of burnt Roman daub-brick), a secondary hand hammer flint flake and nine
pieces of animal bone, including parts of a dog’s proximal ulna, two cow teeth and two scapula
pieces (also probably cow), were recovered.
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Fig 1 Site location, showing location of Roman temple complex (in blue).
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Fig 2 Posthole locations in relation to line of precinct wall. (IJ L 1‘0m
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Archaeological monitoring at St Helena School, Sheepen Road, Colchester, Essex, CO3
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Archaeological monitoring of the excavation of a series of postholes to accommodate an
outdoor awning was due to be carried out at St Helena School, Colchester. The remains
of a Roman temple complex are located within the site, which is a Scheduled Ancient
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and so, as a remedial measure, archaeologists sifted through the spoil to search for
artefacts. Two sherds of Roman pottery, some Roman and post-Roman brick and tile, a
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